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The returus as received show the following :
• issu. lt-yy. isvt).
Parishes, 111 114 112 127

LAY RKADKRS.
Licensed, 88 47 62 69
Unlicensed, 66 70 87 91

Totals, 103 117 139 160
S. S. Sup’ts, 144 168 140 169
Bible Claï-s Teach’s, 80 101 98 104
Male S. S. Teach's, 847 ‘287 306

Total S. S. Officers 671 685 679
PAROCHIAL ORGANIZATIONS.

Chapters of B. of
St. Andrew, 13 15 19 23

W.A.M.A............................................................... 80
MeuiUoisnip, (approximating)...................... 1700

Junior W.A.M.A.................................................. 43
Y.P.S. Christian E^atavour............................. 23
King’s Laughters and Sons.............................. 20

(Including one Junior)
Daughters of me King....................................... 6

(Including one J unior)
Chuich Oundb..................................................... 29
Womens “ ..................................................... lb
Young People’s uunus....................................... 18
Uuuus (or Chapters) loi specific puiposes... 26
luuug People's Societies (other than C E.) 10
Ladles’ Am Societies.......................................  29
District Visitors.................................................. 2
Mite Societies..................................................... 4
Church Workers' Associations....................... 6
Mission Bands................ ................................... 11
Gleaners’ Union................................................. ‘2
Willing W’uikers................................................. 8
Mothers' Societies.............................................. 2
Boys' Brigade...................................................... a
Oruer of UvOd bnepneid.................................... 1
Dorcas Society.................................................... i
Communicants Union...........................   l
Bauu of Hope..................................................... i
Band of Eailh.................................................... i
Woman's Prayer ana Bible Union............... 1
Pound Social Society......................................... 1
Literary Society................................................. y
Parishes not reporting any oiganizauon.......  20
Before alluding to the subject of organization gen­

erally, it will bv proper to notice one or two of the 
branches of lay woik, the progress or otheiwise in 
which is indicated in the foregoing table.

LAY READERS,

The committee observe with thankfulness that 
since the association was formed in 1891, the licensed 
lay readers nave increased from 38 to 69, and the un- 
beensed from 65 to 91 ; the totais being 103 in 1891 
ana 160 in 1896. The first returus, it is uue, were 
from 111 parishes, and those lor 1896 ate for 127 
parishes ; hut this, it is believed, neeu not materially 
affect our conclusions, as non returning parishes are 
not likely to be those in which lay help has attained 
any appreciable development. Ciear it is from 
these figures, modest as is the number of such 
helpers yet, that ihe idea of the adult male mem­
bers of ihe congregation being at tbe call of the 
clergyman for uuty, in connection with the aggres­
sive work ol the Cnurch, or as assistants to him in her 
services, is steâuiiy growing, and that both clergy 
ana laity are awakentg to the advantages, not only 
to the caueeu served, but to the pastor and bis 
helper jointly and maividuaily, which efforts in com- 
mdti lor a noble and gouly purpose cannot fail to 
bring wi.h them. It is also most encouraging to 
obseive that the work in which we ate engaged is 
strictly upon tbe lines on which tbe Church ol Eng- 
laud is tiavelling every wheie. In a recent issue of 
a very influential CLuicb paper published in London, 
England, is an article auvocatirg a certain lorm of 
organized lay woik, with tbe cbaiacter of which we 
have nothing to do at this moment, bnt thertmaiks 
of the very conservative oigan of Chuich thought 
and opinion are very striking. The Editor say s :

Iheiecan be no two opinions about the necessity 
of extending tbe work of lay evangelists, it the 
Church is to bold her own. 1 be statistics of ordina­
tion show that fewer men are ordained than ten 
years ago, and this in lace of an increasing ponula- 
tioa. Anu although the higher standard demanded 
by the bishops and their chaplains may in some 
measure account tor this, yet the tact is one that 
has to be laceu in ail seriousness. The clergy are 
already oveiLurdened with woik; if they Cannot 
enhat the efficient aid of the laity, the prog,ess of 
the Church will be checked, borne years ago, in 
any diacussion of the question, it was almost neces­
sary to prove at tbe outset that there existed a 
plfce for lay help m the economy of the Church. 
Bishops viewed it with suspicion. Even tbe other 
day, me Bishop of Lichhtlo, when presenting the 
teport of his committee to Convection, was con- 
strained to lead that the dignified character of o u

Church, which we all appreciate, need effet “ mi 
obstacle" to tbe growth of such au order as is at 
present at work m Ins diocese. The apologetic 
phrase remiuds us of tbe tact there ouce existed a 
superstitiou that evangelizing work was never to ho 

N attempted by any but such as were iu holy oniers. 
The tuperttilion it de,id. What wo have to obtaiu 
next is the organization and adequate direction of 
that lay work.” ihe Diocese of itochester (Eug- 
laud), although rural m many of its characteristics, 
includes a large pbrtiou of the great metropolis 
lying south ol the Ttiames. It contains a trifle over 
2,000.000 of population, approximately as many souls 
as the whole Province ot Ontario. At a meeting of 
the Diocesan Society, which has for its main ob­
ject the supplying of the spiritual needs of the urban 
population, among the speakers was Mr. George 
Bussell, late under secretary of state for India, and 
a representative ot the cfficial and aristocratic por­
tion of the community. After remarking that 
" every Churchman whose conscience was in good 
order must be uneasy unless he knew he was doing 
something for the promotion of the work ot the 
Church in which he proteesed to believe, ’ Mr. Bus­
sell went on to say : 11 To come out of tbe region of
theory into fact, wbat was it that lay agency could 
accomplish ? Strictly speaking there were only two 
functions that a layman could not perform—he could 
not consecrate the Eucharist, and he could uot ab­
solve the penitent. Short of these two functions, 
there was not a single effice ordinarily discharged 
by the Christian priesthoou which coutd not be law­
fully discharged by tbe Christian layman in certain 
special circumstances. The degree of prominence 
tùat could safely be entrusted toalaymau was en­
tirely a matter of discipline, order and convenience. 
The idea m his mind was that there should be an 
order of Lay Pieacbers, an order that might be 
developed in a great many useful directions. There 
were many laymen who bad an intimate knowledge 
of religious and ecclesiastical matters, who surely 
might be able to give one Sunday evening in a 
month to the assistance of the over worked and 
preached out clergy." Turning to the colonial field 
we find in the Dmcese of Meluourne the iuea of lay 
help in very fail development. The 179 clergy of 
the Diocese ot Melbourne are assisted by 53 iay- 
readers (who are licensed to efficiate unoer the 
superintendence of the archdeacons or parochial 
clergy by whom they were respecttully nominated), 
and by 296 honorary readers who are authorized by 
the bishop to read Morning and Evening Prayers 
(except the absolution) and the Litany, and to read 
sermons approved by him, when requested to do so 
by the clergyman responsible for the services of the 
Church in which the honorary reader is asked to 
officiate. The application of tne term “honorary ’’ 
to the last named class of readers suggests that the 
53 first mentioned are stipendiaries, and regularly 
engaged in the work, men perhaps who are training 
for tbe ministerial office. In the Diocese of Exeter, 
(England), paid lay evangelists are, we believe, thus 
employed. But wnatever tbe nature of the local ar­
rangements, it is evident that, in tbe colonial Diocese 
of Melbourne, lay agency is an important factor. In 
the discussions of the hour, therefore, the question no 
longer le.^shall the Church employ lay woikers, but 
bow can she procure enough of them, and how 
can they be made most effective ? As sug- 
gested in an extract already quoted, it is the 
organization and direction ot lay work that must
Tannin61,!6'"‘T’ ^ ^ CbUtCh C°^e88 at
loronto, the chauman of your committee bad tbe
privilege of contributing a paper on “Lavmen’s
Leagues, a form ol organization working tfftciively
m the United States. It is, however, best adapted
for large and populous Church centres. Attention
was at the same time called to the active and useful
association with a similar object established in our
own See city. From a few notes supplied to the
committee, at request, by the worthy president, Mr.
F. T. Harrison, we bud that the London Association
maintains services in nearly all thepnblicmstitutions
in that city, including the Jail, the Heme lor In
curables, City Hospital, Aged People’s Home, and
nün?*!- At it6 H°6Pita1' with its ever changing
ind .h1100* the r,k vB8 been to06t encomagmg^ 
and the services have been acknowledged by many

be!n..fraDght^itb ePi,itn»l benefit. The 
Aged People appreciate the visits greatly, and no

tend*8 Th8fcDt lr°m lb® B?IV,ce wbo has strength to at­
tend. The increasing vaine attached to the services of 
those members who are la, readers is shown by Jhe 
ever-increasing demand for their help. The calls in fact 
are more numerous than can be\uppl,ed ona 
recent 8nnday as many as nine engagements were 
filled by members of the association. This bianch 
of work has chiefly laid in country districts hnt in -erne of the city 4«,ch=s help hi. k™ ,4d°l, 5 

ac«ptance. Meetings of the association 
are held month., for mutual intercourse and help 
N°t unlreqnently a paper is prepared and read bv 
one of the members. His lordship the bishop of the 
diocese attended one of these meetings, and gave an 
address which will be long remembered by those who

had the privilege of hearing it. Very friendly re­
lations exist between tbe association and Huron 
College. By judicious arrangements any interference 
with the worn of the siudouts is avoided. It is pro. 
posed to identify tins and any similar association o! 
lay workers having episcopal sanction more closely 
with the Diocesan Association, by giving them a 
representation on the Committee ot Management of 
the latter, and an amendment to the constitution to 
that effect will be submitted lor your approval.

s. s. OFFICIALS.
The lack of male assistance iu connection with 

Sunday school and Bible class work does not appear 
to have materially lessened during the past four 
years. Iu lact the total number of sucb helpers 
seems rather to have diminished than increased. 
We have returus, as already stated, trom 127 par­
ishes. This will represent at least 260 congrégations, 
in nearly all of which will tie found buuuay schools. 
The absence ot lay superintendents and Bible class 
teachers, is iu some cases to be attributed no doubt 
to the clergyman preferring to take those duties 
upon bimseii. But the want of male teachers, from 
whose ranks tbe superintendents ot tbe tulure must 
be lound, is paiutuiiy significant. One hundred and 
eleven panstns iu 1891 gave a return of 347 male 
teachers ; in 1896, 127 parishes give 306. T he total 
maie ti. S. workers in 1891, wore 571 ; m 1896, with 
sixteen more parishes, mere were hut 579. The 
question is continually asked,what becomes, or wbat 
is to become of our young men ? It it were not a 
fact that a large proportion ot our Sunday school 
male teachers are men well advanced in ate, and if 
wo credited all our male Sunday school teachers to 
tbe young mens account, we should still have to 
admit that no really considerable number, compara­
tively speaking, are engaged in this work. Tne com­
mittee have a word for urn men,or the older of our men 
of the Church in this connection. It the young men 
are not zealous or self-sacrificing iu tfie cause of the 
(Jhurch, it is to a large extent because loo many of. 
the older men are luke warm. The young men are 
presumably tbe sous uf older men. Wbat sort of 
example iu an interest in tbe Church iu its work or 
in its affairs, ao too large a proportion of our male 
laity set to young men ? Is it seen in their regular 
attendance as utieu as the doors are open tor divine 
worship at tbe Lord’s House ? Is it in their frequent 
participation in the commemoration ol their Lord's 
atoning sacrifice and love ? ii it in their anxiety to 
increase ibtir pastor's comforts and emoluments, and 
to take less and less trom the Mission Funds ? Is 
it in tfieir eagerness to represent tfie Uuurch in its 
Synods and to acquire au intelligent knowledge of 
its affairs ! Is it uy each one electing an altar in 
bis own household with himself as the priest, offering 
the daily sacrifice of prayer and praise ? Let us be 
tbauklui there are many who could answer every 
one of these questions in the affirmative with a good 
conscience. But, aias, how rnauy could not ! If a 
atber cares for these things little more than a hea­
then Gailio for the controversies ot Christians and 
Jews, how can he, how can we, expect his sons to 
care lor them'? Nay, if a well miuued parent even 
who goes to church honours the sacraments, pays 

is dues chterluliy, and, in fact, seems in his ordi­
nary Church relationships an exemplary sort of 
person, does not show a real active, vigouroua 
participation In ihe life and work ot the Cnurch, if 
he does nothing to lighten the burdens of his 
clergyman, or aught outside of the mere reception, 
by himself, of the Church's privileges, how can he 
expect those about him to grow up Jess se.lLh than 
himbell ? In early life it is the maternal influence 
that tells most on the habits and character, and let 
no one disparage its beneficent tfleet at anytime;

0 *" Is *be P6161118* example and guidance 1er good 
or ill that young men will usua.ly follow. That a 
great opportunity tor good in the Master’s name is 
being lost by the indifference of older men to their 
responsihihues in that regard, who will question ? 
ibat the joy and reward, as the years steal on them, 
of those who make the self-surrender and so can call 
on their young men to follow where they lead, will 
be great, who can deny ?

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW.

Beating closely on the topic just disposed of is
!fhich?l!n0lk the Brotb*tbo°d of 8^ Andrew,
, . more than once been brought prominently
belore on, Conventions. It is mainly to yoang men,
olafmtn h»0™® 1,n8tanceB bY men who can hardly 
thn m u aD^ l°DKer considered young, to whom
rnooruntm8 mdfcbtfcd for tbe maintenance ol this 

important movement. No method has yet probably
than de™ed more effectually to reach young men
NoDB‘ ,a Pratd, by tbe St' ADdrew-s BrotSefhood. 
«one, if it be sustained in the right way and the
workers111 Th more likely to produce a crop of Cbnrcb 
this Rni e experience ot some of us will confirm 

Bal, in tiu‘on at the present time the Bro-
pîoSëB8d dOn,n0tt 8eem» makjng very marked 
stead vin«» ar.retQtns, it is true, show a fair and 
steady increase in the number of chapters. Thirteen

UN


