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Within a few weeks past several 
reports of sudden death have appeared 
in the newspapers. It is generally

Rev. E. Barrass, m.a., known as an ac- j noticed that "fatalities of this kind fol-
tlve, entertaining correspondent of con- , ... ....... . ,•uexional newspapers, and a General Con- : low each oth<?r Wlth startling rapid-

little vo- | ity for a few days, and then cease for a-dSrence reporter, has written a ]
^lume —“ Smiles an<l Tears'"—suitable for 

a present or Sabbath School Library. ItSchool Liorary. so often onoted_“ Misfortunes seldom-is neat, well written and quite cheap— : so 0Itcn fluotcu jals,u .. .« h _i_ n   ____ - 1 — •. « 1. ^- titm-ol l n tiring find55 cents. For Sale at the Book Room

calm.
crested rock on the sea shore has not 
noticed this ? Earthquakes are but 
waves of a tremendous sea of gases 
pent up in the internal caverns of this

come alone"; they travel in twins and j planet, 
i triplets.”

period. It is in accordance with a law

associated with atmospheric laws. has withheld from him a common un- 
Xature, in its inanimate elements, is dcrstanding, or because ho is himself 

subject to the same universal wave- culpably indolent and unambitious, 
law. The sea heaves in three success- ^ools by creation are few ; fools by 
ive billows, followed by a period of self-neglect are numerous.

Who that has stood by a foam- ------- ■—■■■■ ■ 1 ■

THE APPROACHING CENTEN
NIAL OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

And so, it may be observed, The Centennial of Sunday Schools,
f IIICJ tl Ul V> IB- V.. --------- —--------| «, 7 J 7 J

But who knows anything j does this law work in Nature through- to be celebrated next year, is one of

We “ nod ” assent to the point made as to the operations of that mvsteri- | out.
againt our allusion to Dr. fopp, by a oils law ? One fascinating but fallu- I Are there Religious waves—periods
correspondent m last week’s “Witness. cjous philosopher. Buckle, built up a J of special intensity of spiritual

theory upon this fact in human fir- j thought, when whole communities bc- 
cuinstances. By comparing dates in come obedient to one gracious mflu- 
connection with extraordinary condi- j cnee ? It would he easy to rind in
tions of life, he found that not only j ecclesiastical history indications in
accidental deaths, but deaths by perso- , favour of the theory—a theory, indeed, 
nal violence, occurred at intervals j which has been advanced in various
more or less regular all through hu- quarters, though not always with de- cither in comeliness

Curiously enough we mixed things consi
derably. Topp tor Robb was inexcusable; 
but how was any one outside to know that 
“ In most Presbyteries the brethren occu
py the chair in rotation.” This rotary 
process of government is something 
unique in modern ecclesiastical organiza
tion. How would it work in Methodist 
“ Districts ?”

has been gathered already. When itig 
remembered that such menas Anderson » 
and Patterson, who have been so eroin- 
ncntly useful in regard to the Bible 
cause in Europe ; and Dr. Morrison, 
missionary to China, and who translat
ed the whole Bible into the language of 
the Chinese, arc the fruit of Sunday 
School teaching, who can tell what the 
full and final harvest shall be ? The 
influence exerted upon our worll by 
twenty-three million Sunday-school

k , tllo mor„l j scholars, must be immense. These those events that punctuate 1 t>llHdren arc like the myriads of tiny
and religious history of man in ’ f"* *j leaves that play such an important’ 
isof itself sufficient to make as we t in tho economy of nature. A
to mark a distinctive epoch. 1 f i single tree has been known to have a 
the proud summit of a ecn uiy o , surface of twenty-two thousand 
years, the mind looks do'vn_ l,P°”‘ i B,uar0 feet, and to exhale seven aai
many noble monuments that ha\ e e ^ ^ quarter tons of water every
reared by patient and devot oi ’ 11 twelve hours. According to this cal- 
but none among them all surpasses, lation whal mUsl bo the influence of 

or magnificence,

The McCarthy murder case has taken a 
-now and very carious turn Annie Park
er, accused of perjury, and having uo 
counsel, has herselt been engaged in 
cross examining witnesses. Eliza Os
borne, under examination, indignantly

.................... . U.- institation of ,he Sunday-school, . a loreat «unoandmg nature. &
man existence. Ho fourni murk vmt. dispositions. lint ,,, cnnfl.et w„l, grow,|, i,, ««fewdly, :““«**« c'“ldrmi >K'are„tt
wave-, bo to speak;—Waves of mania [it are those established comblions j oncon ho marvel. ofChriatiannchicce- I «xhalmg a tn.ghty influence «po, b»
in the direction of duelling and sui- upon which mankind hold their rein- | . . - ------------------- 1...............Inmn Snni,tv «n,l .u-aW..,pon«u^u..,a„hi..u ™ ,v“‘ ! t and whose influence to-day can* ! man society ; and therefore it is very

waves of speculation, when lion to God and salvation-thc free- j ^ ^ cstimatcd A mere handful of essential that the moral character of 
men went mad over money-making, dom of the will, the powers of obtain- ^ ,r.ltll(?rcd hy the loving care of tho»c millions of scholars should be j
cidc ;

and tulip-raising. awl the transforma- ing an increase of spirituality by an 
lion of metals. He found—or thought exercise of faith. On the other hand.

denied that Annie’s siory of some months he did—that at certain intervals peo- there is nothing in our belief inconsis-
ag<> bail a woul of truth in it.

Montreal is passing through its visita
tion of disastrous failures. One—Mul- 
larky A Co.—was reported last week for 
a very heavy sum—perhaps half a million 
—ami it was supposed that several firms, 
dependent on this one, would have to 

■succumb. Altogether it is a dreadful sea
son in commerce.

France has been threatened with a re
volution. president MacMahon-found so 
much discontent with his administration 
that lie yielded to the wish of the opposi
tion and resigned. A new President was 
elected ; but matters have been rather 
threatening. The Pope considered it 
-necessary to warn his clergy against en
couraging any rising among the people. 
The nation is always a difficult one to 

-manage. Surrounding countries conse
quently look on with some degree of anx
iety ; for trouble in France might mean 
a disturbance of international amity in 
Europe. ®

pie killed themselves with the same tent with the idea that periods of re
kind of weapons, or chose other vival may follow each other at inter- 
similar methods for self-destruction ; vais ; indeed, it would seem that great- 
that at other intervals people were or condemnation is visited upon man- 
soherly disposed and contented. On kind because these special visitations 
these facts—real or supposed—lie form a part of the spiritual economy, 
built up a theory, 'cry much akin to ( ]fmv great is our God in his methodsI
many other sophistical theories which , oj- 1Cgulating this universe! How 
ruled the true God out of the imixcisc awjU[ the Being who thus surrounds 
and erected a throne upon which to j Himselfwith a cloud of mystery into 
establish the god Fatalism, or ( bunco, which no eye can penetrate! “ Lo 

Our Christian conclusion is that these arc parts of Ilis ways; hut how 
(rod works l>y periodical laws in hu- little a portion i> heard of Him ? but 
man ntl airs-, as il is plainly seen He , the thunder of His power who can un- 
works in other departments of his derstand ?" z
great realm. History repeats itself," ____________________________
—that is a saying founded in fact

Robert Raikes, of precious memory, 
from the streets of Glocester, England, 
have multiplied until they now num
ber upwards of twenty-three million 
Sunday-school scholars, receiving re
gular Christian counsel from the lips 
of some two and a half million teach
ers. But wonderful as is this numeri
cal progress, what is still more won
derful is the marked change that has 
passed upon the character of tho Sun-

carctully cultivated. The generations 
to conic will be moulded by the race 
that is under the care of the ehurct 
and the family to-day. Just as Spar
ta was made warlike by the bellicose | 
institutions of its great philosopher, 
Lycurgus ; as also Attica inherited iti 
civil and literary instincts and tem
perament from its famous lawgiver 
Solon ; so the future of our world will 
receive its character and bent from

lay-school institution itself. From a ! the instructions that arc imparted to I

THE WASTE OF INTELLECTUAL 
STRENGTH.

Will the Visitor have pity upon us? We conditions would be #moro welcome, 
were under the impression that Calvinism but are held in perfect subjection to 
was declining in the world. The Visitor human good, and so return only in 
startled us by the declaration that “i.al- their regular order.
vihjsm dominates modern religious I Our Emmerdai waves are so well
thûught.” To satisfy ourselves that a very . „ . , , . , .. .. , , . , , _. , ,, defined that shrewd business men canextraordinary delusion had not been hold- . . , . . , „ ,,•__________ . x. ______ __._j __,_____ a almost anticipate their rise and tall,

without being: actually wise enough

and is admitted by every one who has 
any know ledge of the national affairs of ;
the different ages. There are historic j - - - - - -
waves which are tremendously sweep- ; To nine out of every ten persons 
ing and, fortunately for humanity, re- j born into this world God has given 
cur but at long intervals—waves of | the ability of attaining to great and 
revolution, of popular phrenzy. Other j abiding knowledge. They are rare

■irrg possession of our mind, we begged4 die Visitor to relieve us by affording some 
little shadow of evidence. It went at 
« ooce into a double-column fever of learn - 

. ed, literary and philosophical discussion.
Welookedtob&convinecd—overwhelmed ; 

^ but because we innocently asked what 
# compliments paid to Calvin by dead men 
£ bad to do with the subject of Calvinism 

dominating modern thought ; or how it 
was possible that a man could endorse an 
«pinion uttered a hundred years after his 
death—the Visitor avers that we attacked 
Calvinism ! This is too bad. In its own 

-dittle hallucinations we have borne with 
the Visitor from time to time, as for in 
stance in that glamour as to baptiio ; we 

4fave even helped it to its feet after a sor
rowful stumbling. And here now is our 
recompense ! Will our friend answer two 
questions ?

1. What—in his estimation—is Calvin 
ism?

2. It it be the genuine article, where, 
outside of the Visitor office, does it “dom 

-mate modem religious thought ?”
This subject we see is agitating the pa

pers in Toronto and Australia. But the 
“ dominant ” champions yonder attempt 
argument at least.

exceptions that could not master sev
eral languages if disposed, A fair 
mathematical discipline—which means 
educating the mind to processes and 
habits of systematic and vigorous 
thought—is within the reach of most 
men and women. There can he no 
doubt of this :—dwarfs in intellect are

purely philanthropic agency, whose 
s'pecial aim was ; to gather in the 
wait and tho strayed and the ignorant, 
that they might be brought under 
secular instruction, with which was 
mixed in homeopathic doses, higher 
instruction for the soul, this institution 
has now become " the school of the 
Church,” where the tender mind is 
taught the principles of true piety and 
of Christian virtue. The Sunday 
School is no longer looked upon as a 
separate organization ; nor yet as a 
mere appendage; but it is regarded

our youth. May our Sunday schools 
abundantly prosper !

PARSON BROWN."

A letter has reached us from thi 
author of the treatise above named. 
From a careful estimate, its matte 
would occupy more than three columns 
of this paper. Some space is certainly 
due to him, but he would not himself 
be gratified, we are quite sure, will 
the result, should the entire let ter be |
. shed, We have given him camel 

rather ns a part and parcel ot the j 1U. ^ TJ_ I
church itself. A development is seen ! trary to all our inferences, wrote with'
also, in the nature of the motive that | an honest purpose, with a high and)
actuates Sabbath School workers. At pi.oper ambition. We accounted for

: as to how they may avail themselves | abundant, not liecause they are devoid 
of these opportunities to t urn them to °f powers of thought, hut because
safe account in making riches. That 
privilege God does not give ordinarily. 
It was riot the waves but a “ tide ” in 
the affairs of men to which Shakes
peare alluded as sufficient to bear 
men on to fortune. Commercial waves

Mabriaok with a Dkcfasep Wivk’b Sister. 
—question is creeling a good deal of discuss

ion at present in Scotland. A majority of the 
Town Council of Edinburgh voted in favour of a

their actual abilities arc not culti
vates!.

Nor are opportunities for cultivation 
by any means wanting in this country.
There are places where mankind gen
erally are doomed to the curse of toil 

do bear men on to prosperity, but only —a curse only where the pleasure of 
because they happen to Ire iu tho way work never comes in. But with us 
and throw themselves on the breasts there are long evenings by winter, and 
of the passing billows. Could we so ‘ precious hours of quietness by sum- 
far directly, positively foresee the mer ; for, with moderate industry, this 
periods at which good times shall favored land otters to every toiler fre- 
comc in and go out, that we could quent hours of repose and relaxation, 
reckon safely upon investments and Yet it is painful to see how such gold-
speculations, our world would soon be on hours are frittered away. Bring 1 , , , , ,

, . • , : i 1- n . .. day-school scholars; the Methodistcontrolled in finance by a few thou- the young people of a village together „ . , ,
, .... . . ... .• o n Episcopal Church numbering one andsand-millionaire monoiiolists. (rod and what arc their occupations? Do ! , .... , ,

k ii ii . -i ... ,. , .. .. . . 1 . , a half million scholars. Our ownholds us all to the conditions of mdus- they attempt any improvement of .. ,
. , „ f ■ ‘ , 1 „ . : Methodist Church of Canada can boasttry, promising only a regular recur- tlieir mental tastes or capabilities ? In , . , ,^ 1 „ ^ . . | . 1 ... of more than seventeen hundredrence of seasons and opportunities, a few instances lierhaps they do ; in ... . , ,

.. . , , „ , ... • J . • o ■ . schools, having nearly sixteen thon-and commanding all to he watchful most, the>- indulge in frivolous con- ...... .. b ^ * sand teachers, and more than a hun-and pnident. Men are blind to a great ■ verrat,on. ! Urod lmd lTe„ty.tw0 lhouaanJ ,cM_
degree, and »o must always depend on ; Look again at the treaeurc. of Mention might be made, too, of
1 rovidence. It. m in (luAnnnmtmant 1------1~1  A'— ------• - **

the first, and for some time, Sunday- 
schools were conducted by paid teach
ers; next followed a lengthened period 
when a kind of pity, or philanthropic 
benevolence, was the prevailing mo
tive; but to-day the noble band of 
Sabbath school workers have chosen 
this sphere of labour, as presenting a 
suitable field for the exercise of their 
gifts and graces, and also as promising 
the most remunerative spiritual re
sults. And so the Sunday-school is 
now regarded as not only an import- 

| ant, but also an essential department 
I of Christian tvork. Consequently it,
! has assumed a cosmopolitan character; 

for every section of the Christian 
church and every country of Christen
dom, has its Sunday-school agency. 
Ih the United States itlone, there arc 
between seven and eight million Sun-

— UIIV4 Ul VUV IMU

, 8 may 1x5 tabu,ated ; with excellent narrative or precept, the Continent, particularly in Ger-
, m advance, thus shutting vut all dc- are cheaper than the commonest staple many and Denmark. It would seem,
I*?* «tT? These ai-e neglcctcfl, ^ lhot lhc Sendeyehool, a, a

ofQod or of natunV It i« ..tonihl.ing to find the : olhc,‘ words> wc hha11 always have op- j while stories of adventure and love distinct
Mêtrop<,lit*n city of Scotland thus petitioning, portunitics of appreciating the love ...
More surprising still, the United Presbyterian and mercy of Divine, compensating 1 are sought 
f'rdebytery of Edinburgh by a rote of 22 to 12 Providence ■ '
tpSI<ed the following resolution :

“That marriage with a deceased wife's sister, be- Atmospheric waves arc among the 
-.j>g a n atter in regard to w hich the law of Christ most recent discoveries of SCieilCC.
Àtîlir law nf lilxorts- — ’

______ agency for the promotion of
and sensational literature generally, the work of God in the world.

•e sought with eagerness. This is just
attaining the maturity of its strength ;

j tire endorsation of a brother minister 
! given to the book, by the fact admit
ted on its cover, that much of the 

I writing was added subsequently. It 
j would have been specially painful 
| could wo have believed I hat to some of 
the expressions used by the author, 
any evangelical minister would ap
pend his signature. Indeed the author 
will allow us to say, that a consulta
tion with some ripe theologian would 
have secured for his little book all the 
attention which its originality and 
ability really merit, and the exeisioa 
of words which no one having sacred 
regard for our Lord’s divinity could 
possibly accept. Those whose name» 
he furnishes with his treatise would 
have been amply sufficient for thia, 
had they seen the manuscript in it* 
entirety.

Our friend is youthful. We cm 
sympathize with him, having gout 
over the same ground in early lift, 
and having tasted something of the 
same experience. Only a soul here 
and there feels its way through reti1 
gious difficulties by the energy o* 
thought. Mankind are too often ebr» 
tian on trust ; and where a young m*r- 
iner threads his own way amid the 
breakers, older heads should nod ap
proval where they possibly can. V* 
say to the author then—With time 
and means and application, much i*| 
possible to one whose ambition is el* 
vated and who possesses genii 
There are but two lessons which

istbc law of liberty, v.u-h marriage* shall no long-
a bar to----  ‘ * ' -■ •■■ ---
Church

he a bar to membership in the United Presby- Waves of Heat, and Waves of £üld, lay Church."
He Aberdeen Presbytery of the sime church

-— —^ VMV **«• »«-J V» â VCT OH \>II£^VU y | .j shows how much mental training is an(1 what with a peerless hymnology j w™1'1 urgc:-l. Handle the mystert 
I neglected. ! foi- the school, and numerous Conven- , °f our re''«,on with Z™* fca, tindL^
| It is with getting knowledge as tions for the special benefit of the ■ cicncc- The profoundcst thinkers » 

ami » aves ot A’uld, j with getting rich mi. A little added teacher, and all the help afforded by a u*lcovcl(‘<1 ,hu"' hÇa<lil p'"cscncc 
. als, starting from every day makes a good accumulation uniform system of International Less- ! 1 lti awhl1 trutl‘, u< C,u"lhl s mcarnatl

, sJ c% rr\ a i -snil nnvv nanollv -----i » 1 *' ’ * *
travel at interv ____

jectir.! in favour of allowing such marriages, by a known jwints and now usuaTlv an- in the end. And the habit once ac- ons, the future of this institution is 
vqteyi 6 to 2. The I’re.byigry of Orkney decided noun<‘°d by telegraph to the ends of • quired in both instances - -
to^be «kune efleit.— Witi<f** the civilized world. There are Waves bring succe

Froude maintains that all such mar- of Light, also, and waves of Eleetri- ! fav
riages are incestuous—contrary to the laws 
of God and nature The Visitor believes 
ill’Froude as an authority. The Scottish 
.people do not agree with F ronde :—
♦fence the Scottish people do not agree 
with the Visitor That, wc think, is good 
iogle. Yet Froude was the only authority 0110 v*m exP‘a*n > it f-eents quite 
quoted by the Visitor to support the certain that sickness and death to man 
“"dominating” theory. and I-cast and plant-life are intimately

city, pervading space, doubtless under 
regular laws, as yet hut imperfectly 
understood. What connection may 
exist between epidemics and certain

&
curable.

is sure to singularly hopeful. Its existence is a 
ss, all other things being

Let our young people form a correct 
; estimate ot their strength, and of the 
, possibilities of life. Given an ordin

necessity. So long as the education 
of the week is insufficient; and while 
the influence of the family is inade
quate : and if sacred knowledge is to i 
be leveled and equalized, like the

nation.!
2. Trust your brethren in literature! 
Editors of religions papers would long 
hesitate before discouraging an authfl 
whose name was placed confidingly >* 
their hands. An anonymous treatii* 
assailing or disputing fundament*! 
truth, is always justly regarded as *

T.‘ "7“'" •frwrs and ccr,,,u‘ «y brain, with steady application », water, of the otwan'.'hÿ tüe imparta. ! :""1 tra,tol •^"'«”8»-
attnosp tette agitation, *0 , opportunity offers, ami excellence in lion of auch knowledge on the part of i ? u v -* 1,111 paragraph' ol llrj

knowledge is quite possible. In other 
words, if a man remain ignorant and

the more enlightened mind, the Sun- | autbm 8 letter to us 
day-school cannot become either de- I , Speaking of the Mary matter, this is wH

J . *1.0 Unir C? tl « - »*«iluneducated it is either because Go-11 fund or cfletc. And what rich fruit ! USttaihOtaS1a°d"V*'-***
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