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Rev. E. Barrass, M.A., kuown as an ac-
tive, entertaining correspondent of con-
sexional newspapers, and a General Con-
ABrence reporter, has written a little vo-
sAume —** Smiles and Tears”—suitable for
a present or Sabbath School Library. It

.i8 neat, well written and quite cheap— |

55 cents. For Sale at the Book Room.

We ** nod™ assent to the point made
againt our allusion to Dr. fopp, by a
correspondent 1n last week’s ** Witness.”
Curiously enough we mixed things consi-
derably. Topp tor Robb was inexcusable;
but how was any one outside to krow that
“ In most Presbyteries the brethren occu-
py the chair in rotation.”  This rotary
process of government is something
unique in modern ecclesiastical organiza-
tion. How would it work in Methodist
¢ Districts ?”

The McCarthy murder case has taken a
-new and very curious turn Annie Park.
er, accused of perjury, and having wuo
counsel, has herselt been cugatged in
cross examining witnesses.  Eliza Os-
borne, under examination, indignantly
denied that Annie’s story of some months

ago had a word of truth in it.

Montreal is passing through its visita-
tion of disastrous failures. One—Mul
larky & Co.—was reported Jast week for
a very heavy sum—perhaps half a million
—and it was supposed that several firms,
dependent on this one, would have to
succumb. Altogether it is a dreadful sea-
son in comimerce.

France has been threatened with a re-
volution. ¢t n--“i(!rnt MacM:ahon found so
much discontent with his
that he yiclded to the wish of the opposi-
A new President was

been rather
considered it

administration

tion and resigned.
elected ; but matters
threatening.  The Pope
fiecessary to warn his clergy against en-

have

couraging any rising among the people.
The nation is always a diflicult one to
ananage.  Surrounding countries comse-
quently look on with some degree of anx-
iety ; for trouble in France might mean
a disturbance of international amity in
Europe.

Will the Visitor have pity upon us? We
were under the impression that Calvinism
was declining in the world.  The Visitor
startled us by the declaration that *¢ c.al-
vinjsm dominates modern religious
thought.” To satisfy ourselves that a very
extraordinary .delusion had not been hold-
drg possession of our mind, we begged

the Visitor to relieve us by affording some
‘ﬁtt]c shadow of .evidence. It went at
+ once into a double-column fever of learn-

ed, literary and philosophical discussion.

Welookedtobeeanvinced—overwhelmed ;
. but because we innocently asked what
® campliments paid to Calvin by dead men
$ d&iad to_ do with the subject of Calvinism

domimating modern thought; or how it
was possible that 2 man could endorse an
epinion attered a bundred years after his
death—the Visitor avers that we allacked
Calvinism ! This is too bad. 1In its own

dittle hallucinations we have borne with
the Visitor from time to time, as for in
&tance in that glamour as to baptizo ; we
dtave evez helped it to its teet after a sor-
wowful stumbling. Aad here now is our
vecompense! Will our friend answer two
questions ?

1. What—in his estimation—is Calvin
ism?

2. It it be the genuine article, whers,
outeide of the Visilor oftice, does it ‘‘dom-

<nate modern religious thought ?”

This subject we see is agitating the pa-
pers in Toronto and Australia. But the
« dominant ”’ champions yonder atlempt
argument at least.

MARRIAGE WiTH A DEcEASED WIFE'Ss S1sTER. |

—his question is creating a good deal of discuss-
Json’ at present in Scotland.

<4nasmuch as they are not *“forbidden by the law
of' God or of nature,” It is astonishing to find the
Metropolitan city of Scotland thus petitioning.
Ho-m surprising still, the United Presbyterian
$resbytery of Edinburgh by a vote of 22 te 12
. pagsed the following resolution :

““ That marriage with a deceased wife's sister, be-
“pg a matter 1o regard to which the law of Clirist
as lhe law of liberty, such marriages shall no long-
et be a bar to membership in the United Presby-
’&"J Church.” i

The Aberdeen Presbvtery of the same church
decided in favour of allowing such marriages, by a
vote of 5 to 2. The Presbytery of Orkuey decided
toﬁ)_e same effect.— Witness

Froude maintains that all such mar.
riages are incestuous—contrary to the laws
of God and nature The Visitor believes

i Froude as an authority.  The Scottish
feople do not agree with Froude:—
#ence the Scottish people do not agree
with the Visitor That, we think, is good
dogic. Yet Froude was the only authority
quoted by the Visitor to support the
“dominating » theory.

A majority of the |
Téwn Council of Edinburgh voted in favour of a |
‘)q‘jtlou to parliament to legalize such marriages, |

WAVES.

Within a few weeks past several

|

l
| reports of sudden death have appeared | law.
0

| in the newspapers. It is generally
| noticed that fatalities of this kind fol-
| low each other with startling rapid-

| period. It is in accordance with a law

| 80 often quoted—* Misfortunes seldom

| triplets.”
as to the operations of that mysteri-

ous law ?

|

|

|
calm.

associated with atmospheric laws.
Nature, in its inanimate clements, is
subject to the same universal wave-
The sea heaves in three success-
ive billows, followed by a period of
Who that has stood by a foam-

| erested rock on the sea shore has not

‘ " g
| ity for a few days,and then ceasefor a | noticed this ? ‘ ‘
' | waves of a tremendous sea of gases

Earthquakes are but

' pent up in the internal caverns of this

come alone; they travel in twins and |
But who knows anything |

One fascinating but falla- |

cious philesopher, Buckle, built up a |
. ~ . . .- 2 |
theory upon this fact in human cir- |

cumstances. By comparing dates in
connection with extraordinary condi-

tions of life, he found that not only

accidental deaths, but deaths by perso- |

nal violence, occurred at intervals
more or less regular all through hu-
man existence. He found Historic
waves, so to speak ;—Waves of mania
in the direction of duelling and sui-
cide; waves of speculation, when
men went mad over money-making,
and tulip-raising. and the transforma.
tion of metals. He found—or thought
he did—that at certain intervals peo-
ple killed themselves with the same
other

kind of chose

similar methods for selt-destruction :

\\'C:ll)(lll.\. or

that at other intervals people were
soberly disposed and contented. On

facts—real  or  supposcd-—he

these

|

]

built up a theory, very much akin to

many other sophistical theorie: which
ruled the true God out of the universe
and erected a throne upon which (o
establish the cod Fatalism, or Chance.

Our Christian  conelusion is that
God works by periodieal laws in hu-
man affairs, as it is plainly scen e
works in other departments of his
ereat realm. @ History repeats itseifl”
—that is a saying founded in
and is admitted by every one who has
any knowledgeof’ the national afinirs of
the ditferent aces.

waves which are tremendously sweep-

ot regulating this

planet.  And 8o, it may be observed,
does this law workin Nature through-
out

Are there Religious waves—periods
of special intensity of spiritual
thought, when whole communities be-
come obedient to one gracious nflu-
It would be easy to nnd in

indications 1n

ence ?
ecclesiastical history
favour of the theory—a theory,indeed,
which
quarters, though not always with de-
vout dispositions. Bat in confliet with
conditions

it are those established

upon which mankind hold their rela-

tion

dom of the will, the powers of obtain-

ing an inerease of spirituality by an
exercise of faith.
there is nothing in our belief inconsis-

tent with the idea that periods of re- |
vival may follow each other at inter- |

vals; indeed, it would seem that great-

er condemnation is visited upon man-

kind because these special visitations |

form a part of the spiritual cconomy.

How great is our God in his methods
universe!  How
awiul the Being who thus surrounds
Himself with a cloud of mystery into
“ .o

but how

which no eye ean penetrate!

these are 1’/"/'{.\‘ of Iis wavs:

little & portion is heard of Him ? bat

fact

There are historie

ing and, tfortunately for humanity, re-|

car but at long intervals—waves of

revolution, of popniar phrenzy. Other !

conditions would be more welcome,

L4
but are held in perfect subjection to |

human good, and <o return only in |

their regular order.

| educating the mind to processes and | . ! . ;
| the first, and for some time, Sunday-

Our {(punercial waves are so well |

defined that shrewd business men can

withount being actually wise enough
as to how they may avail themselves
| of these opportunities to turn them to

That

[ safe aceount in making riches,

i abundant, not beeause they are devoid |

| privilege God does not give ordinarily. |
It was not the waves but a “tide” in |

the affairs of men to which

peare alluded as

do bear men on to prosperity, but only
because they happen to be in the way
and throw themselves on the breasts

of the passing billows,

come in and go out, that we could

controlled in finance by a few thou-
sand-millionaire monopolists.
holds us all to the conditions of indus-
try, promising only a regular recur-
rence of scasons and opportunities,
and commanding all to be watchful
and prudent. Men are blind to a great
degree, and so must always depend on
Providence. It ix in disappointment
that God’s hand and voice arespecially
tender; and the day will never come
' when human affairs may be tabulated
in advance, thus shutting cut all de-
fect of human genius and foresight. In

Shakes-
sufficient to bear |
men on to fortune. Commereial waves |

Couald we so!
far directly, positively foresce the'
periods at which good times shall’

almost anticipate their rise and fall, | men and women.

the thunder of ITis powesr who can un-

derstand 77 /

THE WASTE OF INTELLECTUAL
STRENGTI.

To nine out of every ten persons

born inte this world God has given

the ability of attaining to great and |

They are rare
exceptions that could not master sev-
eral languages if disposed. A fair
mathematieal discipline—which means

abiding knowledge.

habits of and
thought—is within the reach of most
There can be no

doubt of this :—dwarfs in intellect are

systematic vigorous

of powers of thought, but because

their actual abilities are not culti- |
vated.

Nor are opportunities for cultivation
by any means wantingin this country. |
TLere are places where mankind gen- |
erally are doomed to the curse of toil |
—a curse only where the pleasure of |
work never comes in.  But with us
there are long evenings by winter, and |
precious hours of quietness by sumn-
mer ; for, with moderate industry, this

favored land offers to every toiler fre- |

quent hours of repose and relaxation. |

reckon safely upon investments and |
o 1]
speculations, our world would soon be

God |

. versation.

Yet it is painful to see how such gold- |
en hours are frittered away. Bring
the young people of a village together

and what are their occupations? Do

they attempt any improvement of
their mental tastes or capabilities ? In |
a few instances perhaps they do; in |
most, they indulge in frivolous con- |

Look again at the treasures of
knowledge within the reach of our
people almost everywhere. Books of
the richest sort, by good authors and

' with excellent narrative or precept,
. are cheaper than the commonest staple

- other words, we shall always have op- |

portunities of appreciating the love

Providence.

articles of life.  These are neglected,
while stories of adventure and love

| and sensational literature generally,
and mercy of Divine, compensating

are sought with eagerness. This

i shows how much mental training is

Atmospheric waves are among the

most recent discoveries of

science. ;

Waves of Heat; and Waves of &old,

travel at intervals, starting from

nounced by telegraph to the ends of

“the civillzed world.

n-glected.
It is with getting knowledge as
with getting riches. A little added

' | every day makes a good accumulation
known points, and now usuallv an- |

rquired in both irstances s
There are Waves |

of Light, also, and waves of Electri- |
city, pervading space, doubtless under !

regular laws, as yet but imperfectly

understood. What conneetion mav

OXIsU between epidemics and certan
one can explain;

and beast and plant-life are intimatelv

but it S¢ems i '
6 $ *ms qluite . = H s H

e : {uite | knowledge is quite possible,
certain that sickness and death to man !

in the end.  And the habit once ac-
1 sure to
bring success, all other things being |
favourable.

Let our young people form a correct
estimate ot their strength. and of the
possibilities of lite.

(riven an ordin-

ary brain, with steady application as
waves of atmospheric agitation, no | ) APl -

opportunity offers, and excellence in
In other
words, if a man remain ignorant and |
uneducated it is either because UOJ’

has been advanced in various .

to God and salvation—the free- |

On the other hand. | : .
U trom the streets of Glocester, I‘,ll:_{l:lll(l.

| secular

roft Christian

| gifts and graces, and also as promising |

| sults,

derstanding, or because he is himself
culpably indolent and unambitious.
Fools by creation are few; fools by |
self-neglect are numerous.

has withheld from him a common un- :
|
i

THE APPROACHING CENTEN-
NIAL OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
The Centennial of Sunday Schools,

to be celebrated next year, is one of

thosc events that punctuate the moral
and religious history of mankind ; and,
is of itself sufficient to make as well as
to mark a distinctive epoch. From
the proud summit of a cenfury of
years, the mind looks down upon
many noble monuments that have been
reared by patient and devoted toil ;
but none among them all surpasses,
cither in comeliness or magniticence,
the institation of the Sunday-school,
whose rapid growth is, confessedly,

| onec of the marvels of Christian achieve-

ment, and whose influence to-day cane
not be estimated. A mere hanldful of
waifs, gathered by the loving care of

obert Raikes, of precious memory,

have multiplied until they now num-
ber upwards of twenty-three million
Sunday-school scholars, receiving re
gular Christian counsel from the lips
of some two and a half million teach-
ers.  But wondertul as isthis numeri-
cal progress, what is still more won-
derful is the marked change that has
passed npon the cléiracter of the Sun-
day-school institution itself.  From a
purely philanthropic agency, whose
special aim was to gather in  the
wait and the strayed and the ignorant,
micht be brougcht under |

that they

instruction, with which was
mixed in lmmc«)]n:llhit' doses, hi]_"llt':‘;
instruction for the soul, this institution
“ the

the tender mind is |

has now become school of the
Church,”
taught the principles of" true piety and
The Sunday

School is no longer looked upon as a

W h('l'\'
virtue.

separate organization : nor yet as a
mere appendage; but it is regarded |
the
A development is scen
that

At |

rather as a part and parcel of “
church itself.
also, in the nature of the motive

actuates Sabbath School workers.

schools were conducted by paid teach-
ers; next followed a lengthened period

' when a kind of pity, or philanthropic |

benevolence, was the prevailing mo-
tive; but to-day the noble band of
Sabbath-school
this sphere of labour, as presenting a |
suitable field for the exercise of their

workers have chosen

the most remunerative spiritual ro-?
And so the Sunday-school is |
now regarded as not only an import- 1‘
ant, but also an essential department |
of Christian work.  Consequently it f
has assumed a cosmopolitan character; :
for every wsection of the Christian |
church and every country of Christen- |
dom, has its Sunday-school agency. ‘
In the United States alone, there are |
between seven and eight million Sun- i
day-schoot scholars; the Methodist |
Episcopal Church numbering one and !
a half million scholars. Our
Methodist Church of Canada can boast
of more than seventeen
schools, having nearly sixteen thou-

own ,
f

hundred ’

|
'sand teachers, and more than a hun- |

dred and twenty-two thousand schol-
ars. Meation might be made, too, of
the gigantic proportions which this
institution has assumed in England,
and of the progress it is making on
the Continent, particularly in Ger-
many and Denmark. It would seem,
indeed, that the Sanday-school, as a
distinct agency for the promotion of
the work of God in the world, is just
attaining the maturity of its strength;

|
|
|
|
|
\
i
|
|
|
|
|
|

for the school, and numerous Conven-
tions for the special benefit of the |
teacher, and all the help afforded by a |
uniform system of International Less-

ons, the future of this institution js '
singularly hopeful.
necessity.

[ts existence is a
So long as the education
of the week is insufficient; and while
the influence of the family is inade-
quate : and if sacred knowledge is to
like the

waters of the ocean, by the imparta-

be leveled and equalized,
tion of such knowledge on the part of |
the more enlightened mind, the Sun- |
day-school cannot hecome cither de-

!
funct or efiete,  And what rich fruit !

' full and final harvest shall be ? The

our _\'ullll].

has been gathered already. Whep it is
remembered that such menas

;\ndergo .
and Patterson, who have bee d

1180 emijp.

| nently useful in regard to the Bible
| cause in Europe; and Dr. Morrisoq
| missionary to China, and who tr '

anslat.
ed the whole Bible into the |
the Chinese, are the fruit of Sllnday
School teaching, who can tell whay the §
influence exerted upon our worl] b
twenty-three million Sund:ny-sehml
scholars, must be immense,
children are like the myriads of tiny |
leaves that play such an i“l}‘Ol‘tax;t
part in the economy of nature, 4 |
single tree has been known to have 4
leaf' surface of twenty-two thousapg
square feet, and to exhale sevep and
three quarter tons of water every
twelve hours.  According to this cui-
culation what must be the intluence of B
a forest upon surrounding nature ? S
is it with the children; they are ey
exhaling a mighty influence upon .
man society ; and therefore it is vg
essential that the moral charactey of
these millions of scholars should be |
carefully cultivated. The generationg
to come will be moulded by the race |
that is under the care of the churh :
and the tamily to-day. Just as Spar- |
ta was made warlike by the bellicog 8
institutions of its gieat l)hi!mophcr,

Lycurgus; as also Attica inherited s §

ceivil and literary instinets and teg.

perament from its famous law-giver,
Solon; so the future of our world will &
receive its character and bent from
the instructions that are imparted to
May our Sanday schools

abundantly prosper !

“PARSON BROWN.

A letter has reached us from the
named &
a careful estimate, its matter

author of the treatise above
From
would occupy more than three column §
of this paper. Some space is certainly

due to him, but he would not hiuncif !

be giratitied, we are quite sure, with

| the result, should the entire letter be

published, We have given him canse
Tha
trary to all our inferences, wrote with

an honest purpose, with a high undl
@

for this rejoindeor. nitbay aop S

-

proper ambition. We accounted for
thee endorsation of a brother minister
given to the book, by the fact admit

ted on its cover, that

much of the §
writing was added subsequently, It §
would

have been specially painful B

| could we have believed that tosome of X

the expressions used by the author,
any evangelical minister would ap_?f“
pend his signature. Indeed the author g
will allow us to say, that a consults §
tion with some ripe theologian would
have secured for his little book all the §
attention which its originality asd ‘
ability really merit, and the excision
of words which no one having sacred
regard for our Lord’s divinity could
possibly accept.  Those whose names §
he furnishes with his treatise would §
have been amply sufficient for this
had they seen the manuscript in it
en:irety.

Our friend is youthful. We can
sympathize with him, having gont §
over the same ground in early life §
and having tasted something ot the§
same experience. Only a soul here §
and there feels its way through reli- §
gious difficulties by the encrgyd
thought. Mankind are too often chri¢ }

tian on trust; and where a young mar §

! iner threads his own way amid the

breakers, older heads should nod ap
proval where they possibly can. Weg
say to the author then—With time§
and means and application, much #
possible to one whose ambition is el
vated and who possesses
There are but two lessons which Wé

gcnius.

~and what with a peerless hymunology | would urge:—1. Handle the mysteres

of our religion with great fearand revg

erence. The profoundest thinkers havé

uncovered their heads in presence O
the awful truth of Christ's incarnationf
2. Trust your brethren in literaturef
Editors of religious papers would longl
Lhesitate before discouraging an autho@
whose name was placed <~‘,:Qri(iiyle}' ine

their hands.,  An anonvmons treatise

i

assailing or disputing  fundaments 8

truth, is always Justly recarded as s
challenge, and treated accordingly.
We give a few paragraphs ol 11x«_‘
author's letter to us — ‘
Speaking of the Mary matter, this is whs
the Rev. Frederick Smallwood says,—sce b¥
testimonial in the book : —

ﬂllguage Of ‘

g
4
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