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CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH.

Clearly and Logieally set Forth by
Rev. Dr. Conaty.

Rev. T. J. Conaty, D. D, succeseor of
Bishop Keane as rector of the Catholic
University at Washington, D. C.,
preached a notable sermon at the lay-
ing of the corner-stone of St. Joseph's
Church, Haitford, Ct. Dr. Conaty
spoke on the chmch and relig
ion, and his discourse was logical mvd
convincing. Joth for its intrinsic
value and in view of Dr. Conaty’s
prominent position before t the Catholics
of the country his sermon is of great
interest, and we gladly publish itin
full. Dr. Conaty said :

¢ Right Reverend Bishop, Dearly Be
loved Brethren : It isis no idle cere
mony that gathers us here to day. It

is no vain, passing pomp or show of
magnificence. Religion calls us to-
gether and bids us csiablish here a

temple to the most high Ged, to plant
another cross by the hl"h\\a\ of busy,
bustling lite ; to erect another aliar
from which the smoke of sacrifice shall
ascend to God, avother mercy - seal
whence will come blessings, to hearts

weary of sin, longing for virtue ;
another oracle speaking to mansin-
telligence and makin known the
truths of God. The Christian, Catho
lic heart rejoices as these temples
multiply and the glad cry goes forth:
‘Neither is there any other nation so
great that hath God so nigh them as
our God, who is present to all our peti-
tions.’

¢ Men from all time have recognized
the necessity of religion, and they
have expressed the religious idea by
some form of worship. All
even those in barbarism, felt a natural
law urging them to a worship pleasing
to God, as they understood Huim. Al
have looked to Him for guidance, for
some word to determine how He wanted
man to serve Him,

MAN'S UNAIDED REASON

would lead him to that conclusion.
God did reveal Himself, and the Old
Law expressed that revelation; but the
Old Law, in its highest form, looked to
One who was to come and make kuown
the perfect religion.

““Christ was to be the
which all religion turned,
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10US,

pivot
Chri

on
to

come, and Christ in the flesh, the very
word of God, In all the records
of God’s dealinzs with mao, uo

where do we find that He allowed man
to build religion according to the
whims and caprices of men. Nowhere
do we find man left free to accept or

rejact religion as laid down by God
without incuring the displeasure of
God. LEverywhere God appears asa
teacher, imposing His will ou men
whether patriarch, prophet or spe

messenger, or through Jesus Carist
the Great Teacher, who came as 'h“
light to illumine every man that

cometh into the world,
seem most reasonable that God the
Creator should establish conditions of
service upon His creatures 7 How are
they to know what true worship is it
they are to '!v;u ml \l;n n the ever-
chaugit

Does it not

g opinions of men, ) ap
preciation of natnre 1\.n differs so
radically one from another? What
will it be when dealing with the
Unseen, the Great God, the cernal,
about whom so little can bo known

unless He reveals Himself.
eternal, immutable, one ;and religion,
which is but the public expression ot
the great truth of God, must partake
of its essential principle. There can
be but one true religion, as there is
but one true God, and God in His jus-
tice must have made known what it is
and how it is to be offered. This leads
us to fixed truth to be believed and
fixed principle for moral action.

*“This assertion meets an error of
the day, which says that

¢ RELIGION NEEDS NO DOGMA,’

in fact, that ‘ the religion of the future
is a religion without a creed.’” In other
words, it means uo religion at all, for
it destroys the very ¢ als of relig
ion in making it a ‘l

Truth is

depend

He teaches to be true must be believed ;
what He teaches to be done must be
done. ‘There is no other foundation
but that which is laid, which is Jesus
Christ.’ That men misunderstand His
teachings and set up rival temples does
not prove against the truth of His dee-
trines or the necessity of His gospel.

What is there about which men have

not differed 7 Dogma underlies all
truth. 1t is the foundation of truth
Dogma in religion is the expression of
a duty which man owes to God. It i
not the assertion of man's will, but it
the assertion of God's truth which He
wills maun to believe.

* Dogma must necessarily be found
in that code of principles which tells
man his duty to God, not only the duty
of his heart, but the duty of his intel
ligence ; for how can the heart accept
as true what is not proved to the intel-
ligence to be trne? You cannot s2p
arate the two, for religion appeals to
the whole man and carries tho tribute
of manhood to God. You how
false is the theory somewhat current,
that one form of religion is good for
one class of men, because it appeals to
the emotions, while another
necessary to men who seek for the in-
tellectual, Truth is one and religion
is one, and no religion can bs ue
which does not call for intellec
we H as h"‘ll‘[ gervice. ’Ih*‘ emd
must be built upon and find its sou
of truth in the intelligence, which seeks
reasons in the prineciples of truth :
and thisis objective, this exists inde
pendent of man's apprehension or ac
ceptance of it.

rHE FORMULATION OF THE TRUTH
is dogma pure and ¢imple, and
the intelligence has its tullest
tion in the trath ch is
surely possessed.  Dogma
ion what the frame is to
the skeleton to the
fact, the very soul of
inate dogma, and what becomes of
morality ? Destroy dogma fllill you
reduce all moral action to man's will ;
and so one's man will is as good as
another's, vou have an ever changing
ason for life. It is expressed by the
words, ‘DBelieve what suits and do
what you please.” What makes right
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becomes

hence

a building,
body. It is, in
religion. Elim

I

or wrong ? Not man’s opinion, buta
dogmatic prineiple of rectitude. It is

wrong to lie and to steal because there
is a dogmatic pnnr'i'r'«' of truth and
honesty, and God's commandment reit
erates the principle. How is man to
know the principles of morality unless
they are tuught, and teaching demand
a teacher who has authority to promul
gate law. Men say, ‘It matters no
what one beli provided he be
zood." False we to surely
know what 88 S0MEoTt
who cannot err
what can reason dema 3
truth. It demands that he who pre
sumes to teach should have a commis
gion, an authority ; that he p
credentials. Judgment is to be passed
not upon the doctrines he teaches, but
on his credentials. Once accept the
credentials and you must logically ac-
cept the doctrine taught : for it he be
a teacher from God, it is God teaching
through him and doctrines a
truth.
¢ I3 there such a teacher? Where
are we to find Him? We must seek
for Him under a commissi m Him
to whom all religion is to bind man,
This truth has asserted itself from the
dawn of reason, and history asserts that
from the creation of man

teaches it ?
nd ?

GOD TAUGHT MEN

In the Old Law, God spoke directly, o1
He sent His prophets, His servants,
and He commissioned them to tell His
will to His people. It was a religion
with dogma, as may be seen in the
Mosaic law, as expressed from the
declaration at Sinai, in the command-
ments which were there promulgated
Religion without dogma was not a code
established under the Old Law, How
about the new dispensation ?

‘ Was not the perfect rel
in spirit and in truth?  Yes,

ind in truth [t was to bhe

HIS TRUTHS,

What is His commission? Seek fer
them,
IN HIS RESURRECTION

from the dead, after the ignominy of
the cross on Calvary, He disputes nct
with the multitudes as to His doctrine,
but He bids them believe Him because
He will rise from the tomb on the third
day.

“‘The tomb opens, the Teacher
stands among His people ; Ilis right to
teach is vindicated. He is the Son of
God, and His gospel is the only relig-
ion pleasing to God. ¢k in history
for another fact, A band of men call
ing themselves apostlesof the Crucified
stand before the world as teachers, to
teach the truth of Jesus Christ, and the
world asks them to show their commis
sion. Itis not a question of the truth
of their doctrines, so much as a ques
tion of their authority, a question of
their right to teach They appeal to
their life with Christ and to the record
of His commission to them. They have
journeyed with Christ, they have wit
vessed His miracles, they attest to His

esurrection. To them He said : * As
so also I send you.
wch  all nations.” What
?  What men may deem

the Father sent Me,
‘(Go, tes

are

What may suit their
fancy ? Not at all.  * Go teach what
sver | have commanded you,” What

is the

reward ? ¢ He that heareth you
Me." What is the penalt; ?
» that despiseth you, despiseth Me.
‘ He that will not } the Church, let
him be to thee asa heather
lican.” He was the Divir
and the resurrection
mission. The aposiles were chosen by
Him to continue His work, and they
sealed their commission in His blocd,
shed for the faith which they preached
CHI LEFT HIS MISSION
to those men to whom He sacredlv ex
trusted the deposit of faith.
them He built His Church, which wa
to be to all men the authority of God
on ear the teacher divinely commis
gioned to show men what to believe
and what to do au d thus please God by
on aud save their souls, He
ed them s judges of con
a sins you shall for
iven, but whose gins
all be retaived.” H
ests of His sacrifice,
in commemoration of
thus consecrating in them an
priesthood to cffer the
the risiug of th
To I'w"fl'
and on thi
and I will
sof the kingdom of
To all thig, and much more,
tles appeal, as creden
authority, to teach as
nd what He commandec

science,
vi\'v shall ¥
JlnlA re

sav

g
Me,’
everlasting
¢ ¢lean oblation from

sun to the setting thereof.’
He said. ‘ Thou art Peter,
rock I will build My Churc
give to thee the
heaven.’

could the apos

tials for their
Christ taught a
to be taught,

“ Here we see a teaching body con
gtituted, invested with Christ’s author
i Christ’s
oned to t
to beliave and w
was to go forth to all n
ing the truths of
through Jesus Christ This teacher
was to remain until Christ came to
judge the world. e was to go forth
to all nations proclaiming the truth of
the redemption through Jesus Christ

““The apostles stood in Jerusalem
and Athens and Rome, and they told
the Jewish and Pagan world the story
of the redemption, and they laid down
the dogma of belief and m.“a]i"\', and
they converted and civilized the world.
What Plato and Socrates could not do
with philosophy and pagan morality

THE FISHERMEN OF GALILEB

did in defiance of man's rebellious in-
telligence and pampered appetites
Truly, no fact is attested elsewhere in
the history of mankind. A crucified
Jew, ignominiously dying on Calvary,
drawing hearts and minds to His cross
to find ie it light and truth and salva-
tion ! What Jesus Christ came to
preach was to be necded by mankind
in all stages of its development

necessary tothe Jew, became nec
to the pa

and
the world
to do. He
s proclaim-
redemption

spels

the

Churist
ssary
He

n, necessary to crety.,

not equally upon u and God, in | of lov fear. but it W , th 4?\ life, in the
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see all positive religions whittled do \ for 1 \bhra. | erect mes to you professing t
to a faw axioms which as much v W I am Moses. | teach the truth It is 1 ex 1 that
home with paganisin as our nine- | fo could saith | in its teachir some truths be found,
teenth century naturali What dn | ] but Jesus said, * Amen, | Put it should ve nothing but the
| ' b i + 1 ) .
they mean by religion, what do they ! [ say to you: grea than | truth and all truth.  You ask its com
mean by dogma? They assume that ‘I Isaias avd all the p1 . Ho | mission and it points to the Pontiff’ who
true religion is purely bjective, and ‘ alone could say, ‘They h“(. written of | 1¢ its foundation-stone and who
that dogma is not intellectual truth. | Me,” Greater than John the Baptist, | H'h»'., s it to continue the work of
Both assertions wo deny as false. 'The | the preacher of penance, who pro- | Josus Chri From the Bishop who
very assertions they make are the dog | elaimed of Jesus that ‘there is one who | presides over it to \1 1y, to the Bis 'mp 0
matic expres sions of lnn.x«x'u ‘ has stood in whom Ci aid, ‘Go teach all nation

and by
them they prove the contrar) ix
own position. There is much i

ing against dogma, bu 1
the most do ¢ form | th
dogma of thelr ( i ! s

to be the

corner-stone thei

upon what they call dogmatic religion
They 1 ) g

s'!l\;u, while the
divine authority
from the
be deceived

them

iever in

, who cannot
and wi!l not deceive him

to many, be
human
upon the hu
gating ar
thronej

ause they
ios foreing

their
nind and wil
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, arro
which would de

uthority

individual intelligence. Lot
us understan ‘1 what the Churcint

us about religion and doxrma R :
ion is to us (m- line of duty lai
by God for our beliet
and perfected in Jesus Christ, who is
the Great Teacher, His gospel is per-
Aect religion, it is our ar\lnmuu. What

wd our pr

think it to be |

1
! leet and heart must accept His message

your midst,
hoso shoe I am not

the latchet of
worthy to loos

Jesus Christ ¢

amoast

Calvary an
What was IHis
with dogma.
18 baptiz
believeth
Salvation is
practice, in do
He leave man f to cho a
matter ¢ rence what he is to
baliove [.ook at His publi

apend up

and form. Does

lifa of

iree voars s follow Him through Judea,
liste 1lis arraignmem of the
| hy sy of the Seribes and Pharisees,
{1 ol of moral action, bu
ty and self-denial, virginity,
uity, love. No man had ever

qw.vn as He spoke, and He always
spoke as a teacher, with a message to

intellect and heart, and a man's intel-

without questioning it there isto be

galvation, What are His credentials ?

cken sue
the words of God to mankind
Church trace its lineage to
ts true foundation-stone,
m it is buile, a uthor

invested com
to teach, i rds and
s erected
aud thus save man
Look out upon
tianized world,

ression  of I

’onti

can

[t hears 1
has His

lence of
f relig-
rainst author-

ity over conscience,
DEMANDING INDIVIDUAIL FRELL
from the laws of God, rejecting
against reason and revealed truth and
refusing all assent to the supernatural,
What is the race ? A raceunbaptized,

as

and, consequently, without divine
faith : passion governing instead of
God, the creature usurping the place
of the Creator, morality becoming the

whim of man or the creation cf legis: |

lates, ard a worse naturalism than
paganism knew possessing the hearts
and iutelligence of men. What is the
remedy ? The remedy that came to
the paganism old, the knowledge of

the true God and Jesus Christ His |

Divine Son. What is needed is truth
and not falsehood, light and not dark-
NEES,

“Christ needs to come again to the
micds and hearts of men and illumine
them with truth and inflame them
with love. Reason clamors for the
illumination which must come from
God, who alone can satisfy the crav-
ings of truth. Religion poiuts to
Jesus Christ asthe finisher of our faith,
the great teacher who is to make God
known to us. Humanity is sick at
heart, for it has fallen among thieves,
and h'm been stripped of its very pos-
gessions. It needsthe Good Samaritan
to heal its wounds. Christianity ha
been blinded by false teachers whose
errors have clouded its visions and it
necds the Son of Truth to penet
the darkness and cast upon it the eff

to

i

gence of its ray The Church of
Christ bids humanity cast off its
shackles of slavery to the caprices of

o the freedom of the
children of God. Itsummons reason to
its tribunal to learn truth, which is
alone intelligent, It bids rea st
all its teaching, in order to find in it
what will egquare with all the demands
of intellect, for all is truth, and trath
fears no inquirer

“ And so, brethren, this church,
your church, rises in your midst

CLAIMING YOUR ALLEGIANCE

men and rise

1
“8

and asserting the same right to teach
you religion. It comes with authority

a teacher and demands your obedi
ence. Examine its credentials, tes
authority, Sze its emblem is the cross,
Lts commissic from the succesgors of
the apostles who received the commis
gion to teach the world. It comes with
no new doctrize, no theory of men, uo
schools, but with a code of dogma aud
morals harded down across the centur-
ies, unchangeable and unchanging.
[t tells you that it is not of yesterday,
but thatits Founder is none other than
Jegus Christ Our Lord, and it asks you
to examine its foundations It
preaches to you the same doctrines that
were preached by your fathers, in
sther lands, avd it tells you that its
doctrines have made saints. It asks
vou to study its truths and test them
by reason of tradition, and by the holy
Word of God, and it points to its record
across the ages, of unity and gocduess
ird mercy and salvation as evi
lence of its divinity.

““This church, the 1er-stone of
which is laid to day, is to be

an

cor

to you the

expression of the Christian Church,
which approaches the truth which
made the martyrs, that nourished the
virgins and developed the doetors whe
have made the learning of the world
the church of Pcter and Paul, of

e aud of Aquinas, of Leo X,,
Charlemagnpe and Columbus, It is the
Church that sent Augustine to the
Ang Patrick to the Irish, Boniface

the Indies ;
suit and Franci
er the new co
spel to the Indian
ch that sent
men as priests and
nuns to establish churches and schools
by the rivers, on the hills and in the
valleys of our great republic, shedding
its pure light of a Christian faith into
the lives of the people. It is this

to the Germans, Navier to
that ¢ nissioneid Je
can missiona
try and teach th
tribes. It was

zealous men

Church which bids humanity pause to
study its charity in a Vincent de
Paul and a John of God a

Charles Borromeo, & Mother Seton, and
a Mother McAuley ; a charity which
took the neglected of every race to its
bosom, cared for the orphan and the
aged, sheltered the poor, smoothing the
wrinkles, wiping away the tears, con-
soling the afilicted, giving life and
kope and love to the children of men,

blotting out the siuner’s faults and
washing his soul in the blood of Jesus
Christ.
* It comes with truth tc intell
al ANSWOTS ry of tt
human heart. It w to da
the
ONLY (1 W11 q
pel Je st 11 whick
\
f l t ) ¢
0 T ‘ d
b 1§ 1s to th }
pea I X and the ( (
\ rist, wi 1 feac . ¢ I't
tions betwe men, m be thae safe
( gocial fabric It is nc

aange
our oc
']ll“"‘ n
Calvary.

republic, it is no mena
al order, for it has truth, even
the world would crucify it upon

The

truth remains, the
truth will prevail,
“In the faith of Jesus Christ, this
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corner-stone has been laid to-day and |
here will staud a temple of God ; the
cross of Calvary will surmount its pin
nacle to tell the wayfarer that within
its walls may be fourd the sacred de
posits of faith, not in fr: 1ts, nor
broken, but as havded down from the
apostolic Church. This Church will do
the work of God in your midst, avd
fulfil the mission of the Church of

Christ to teach not theo
but whatsoever the
commanded to be taught
may thus surely be led to th
edoe of Geod, and and mind may
be filled with divine truth and thus led
to salvation

‘¢ This is your

pinions of
divine

men,
Saviour

nowl-
heart

church, the work cf
your hands, erected by the offerings of
your generous hearts. It will stand
as the expression ol yo
and in Jesus Ct
abundance with which Ged has blessed,
give generously to-day that your gift
may be as a thanl ~;.':\'iw' to Ged for
what religion has done and will do for
vou."'— Boston Republic,
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