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twbutions which I have furnished on 
the question of the RcUgious Orders, 
their reputed wealth, and their sta
tus in France, attracted some atten
tion. I say “contributions which I 
have furnished,” because in reality 
they are not mine at all. They are 
the exclusive work of Rev. Father 
Belanger, S.J., in the “Messenger of 
the Sacred Heart.” and all I have 
done was to mutilate them, by cut- 
fctaf out what I considered to be 
the paragraphs of lesser importance, 
in order to meet the requirements of 
the limited space at my disposal. As 
it is, however, these different arti
cles have been read by a great num
ber, and quite critically by a few. 
It has been pointed out to me that 
I skipped the very important ques
tion of “Mortmain.” as explained by 
Father Belanger, and that' I have 
missed some of the very essence of 
Iris work by leaving aside the notes 
of reference and the quotations from 
authorities given by him at the foot 
of the page. 1 quite agree with the 
persons who drew my attention to 
these omissions; but if I had at
tempted to include in these brief re
views all the notes, references, quot
ations, and explanations used to 
substantiate the text of the original 
articles, I migb* as well at once 
have asked the “True Witness” to 
publish the whole work. Under the 
peeaent circumstances, however, I 
feel that it is due to the readers 
who have become deeply interested 
In this subject, to reproduce Father 
Belanger’s remarks anent the 
“ Mortmain,” and to furnish „them 
with one or two of his fo6t notes, 
Which are of special historical value.' 
To do so, however, will necessitate 
the absence of any further comment 
from my pen.

What, then, is this famous mort
main? It is thus explained and il
lustrated by the author ;—

“It is simply the fiscal adminis
tration of property which cannot be 
transmitted by bequest. Such is that 
of departments, communes, asylums, 
parishes, seminaries, consistories, 
authorized congregations, certain so
cieties, etc., etc. Now, of all these 
tmmerous properties, what is the 

.'Share of authorized congregations ? 
In extent one-half of one per cent.; 
that Is to say, that in suppressing 
these possessions of religious, 99.50 
per cent, of the total mortmain 
Should be allowed to exist. In value 
about 6 per cent, at the most; that 
is to say, that in confiscating them 
96 per cent, of the actual mortmain 
would be preserved. It is, therefore, 

.plain that a dread of it is ridicu
lously groundless, for if mortmain 
toe the terrible danger that it is said 
ito be, why fight it only in connec
tion with the congregations who 
hold but one-half of 1 per cent, in 
extent and 5 per cent, in value of 
those formidable estates ? Besides, 
mortmain is merely a fiction — it 
does not exist.” 
i Jh* —

The mere fictitious existence of 
this nightmare phantom is thus 
clearly explained

“'It is true that all property sub
ject to this law is protected from 
toeing transmitted by bequest. There
fore, there is no change of owner
ship on account of death. And prac
tically it is but very rarely sold; 
therefore in little danger of chang
ing hands at ail. Such would un
doubtedly be an advantage, but the 
law of Jan. 1, 1849, Intervened to 
annul it. This law imposed upon all 
such real estate a special tax of 62* 
centimes (12* cents) additional to 
every franc of the principal of the 
contribution foncière (land tax), a 
tax later on raised to 87* centimes 
(37* cents), so that' on a recognized 
congregation would be levied a land 
tax of 187 francs and 60 centimes 
($87.50) for an estate which, were 
it in the t)gnds of a private Indivi
dual, would be assessed for only 100 
francs ($20). This tax was never re
fused "by congregations. To be sure, 
their enemies maintain that it has 
become insufficient and is unequal to 
what is deposited (in way of trans
fers) bv ordinary taxpayers. If this 
were the true reason for introducing 
tho laws on increment (lois d'ao 
crerssement), these would be applied 
to all properties subject to mort- 

iin. Instead, they are applied to 
xtsseesions only, which are 
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ment of the Inquisition. What folly 
to complain thus and yet to over
look with perfect indifference the ex
periences of this closing century ! 
For eighty years the congréganistes 
have enjoyed, not peace, but relative 
security, and they have Often been 
persecuted, though a remnant of de
cency has prevented their being rob
bed. Well, what has become of their 
wealth—8,125 francs per capita

ture, perhaps a fan
of some ] .

lion.The evidences of the i 
erty are Indeed striking.” 
Privée, p. 144.)

Alluding to the Little 
the Poor, he says : “I pu 
the door of the Sisters'
The. floor is paved with 
there is no carpet, nor hav. 
even straw mats beside the I 
each bed is a mattress, hardly r 
than a bag filled with husks; tfc< 
perior's bed .is placed in front 
window, its position alone

that is apparently *10 annual In- gibing it from the oth*e." (Char- 
come, but in reality nothin*?—or. at >a _ ___ „ an \come, but in reality nothing—or, at 
best, a few francs? And all the time 
national wealth has been powerfully 
increasing, and manufacturers, bank
ers and merchants have been accu
mulating millions, while holders of 
such small stock as 800, 1,000 and 
1,200 francs have so multiplied their 
income as to make the average 
French fortune about 6,000 francs a 
head. Therefore, as regards mort
main, possess yourselves in peace ! 
As long as our congregations will re
main what our ambassadors, our 
travelers, our statisticians, our mo
ralists, our distributers of • the 
Monthyon prize actually proclaim 
them to be—that is to say, while 
they remain charitable, devoted and 
heroic—their riches will hardly in
crease, as there is an outlet toward 
which they are irresistibly drawn*— 
the hands of the poer!”

Lot us now turn our attention to 
a few of those famous foot notes 
some of them must be read in direct 

j connection with the text in order to 
be properly understood, or to have 
any meaning at all; but others con
stitute distinct historical allusions 
of no small importance, of which 
the following are samples. In regard 
to the exemption of the property of 
religious communities from certain 
taxes, the author quotes Pere Le 
Dore, in “Simple Observations,” 
who writes :—

“The Church and the clergy have 
everywhere, and in all times, even 
among pagans, enjoyed numerous 
and important privileges. In Tur
key, in Protestant countries, and es
pecially in the English States of Am
erica, Catholicism, its priests, its re
ligious and its works, far from be
ing regarded with jealousy or hos
tility, are treated with respect—nay, 
even protected—because of the im
mense services they render to socie
ty and the people. Even this year 
(1895), when Catholic France is en
deavoring to ruin us by the imposi
tion of great, unjust charges, in No
va Scotia, in the northern part of 
America, a Protestant House has ex
empted from all taxation the Cath
olic seminary just built, at Halifax 
by the Eudistea.”

It seems to me that one of the 
most important of these foot notes 
is that in which the author quotes 
from M. Georges Michel, an econom
ist, writing in “L'Economiste Fran
çaise,” who appreciates the attitude 
of those who govern in regard to 
congregations. M. Michel says

“In neither England nor Germany 
would it ever eriter the head of any ; 
one to persecute the members of a 
charitable association because of 
their wearing a soutane or a corn
ette. All good is accepted, no mat
ter whence it comes. But in France 
it is altogether different. The Muni
cipal Council of Paris, which every 
year disposes of a budget of almost 
400,tib0,000, refuses a credit of 1,- 
GOO francs to the Freres de Saint 
Jean de Dieu, who gratuitously edu
cate many hundreds of orphans. It 
would not be so bad if they were sa
tisfied to withhold the 1,500 unfor
tunate francs, but regularly they 
profit by the occasion to hurl a vol
ley of abuse and insult at the char
ity of congregations.”

Here is another example from the 
same work of Michel

“If there is an institution eminent
ly popular, in the best acceptance of 
the word, it is ‘indeed that marvel
ous one of the Little Sisters of the 
Poor. These brave women ask noth
ing from the State, and we have 
never known them to conspire 
against the Republie. Nevertheless, 
they are obliged to submit to a piti
less war on the part of the powers. 
As yet, no one" has dared to close 
their houses, but an effort has been 
made to starve them out by oppres
sing them with the monstrous droit 
d’accroissement, which at a given 
moment will compel them to aban
don thousands of old people whom 
they will no longer be able to feed. 
But this is not all. The public treas
ury is not satisfied to deduct the 
lion’s share from the budget of the 
poorest of the poor; it also deprives 
them of legacies and donations by 
loading these with, exorbitant fees.”'.

While on the subject I will now 
crave the indulgence of the manage
ment to reproduce here the follow
ing lengthy, but most interesting 
note, in which is conveyed a splen
did Idea of the spirit of self-sacrifice 
that permeates the religious orders, 

the injustice done them

ite Privée, p. 71.)
Of Villepinte, the consumptives’ 

home, he says : “If God is poorly 
housed” (alluding to the poverty of 
the chapel at that time) "the reli
gious are even worse off. The sick 
have practically driven them from 
the house till at length, to make 
room for the consumptives, they 
have retired to little pigeonholes, 
beneath the roof, where huge beams 
prevent one from standing upright, 
where the damp wall paper is falling 
off, and where the floor is not even 
paved but composed of a mixture of 
plaster . and pise.” (Charité Privée, 
p. 318.)

In regard to the Soeurs Aveugles 
de Saint Paul he says : “ The Com
munity has kept the most uncom
fortable quarters for itself.” Then 
he adds : “I could not repress my 
surprise upon entering the commun
ity refectory, which is a cellar light
ed by air holes and has walls that 
are hardly plastered. Flags, sweat
ing humidity, pave the floor, and 
emit a vague, moist odor. Such o 
place would bo well suited to the 
storing away of casks or piling up 
of coal and wood; but it is inhuman 
to consign women to it even during 
the short time allotted to meals, 
thereby exposing them, to a chilly at

mosphere which neither strive.. nor 
open fireplace can temper. In all the 
cloisters into which I have peered,
I have seen that the religious devot
ed to charitable works, seemed to 
zealously rival one another in point 
of not sparing themselves.” (Charité 
Privée, p. 867.)

Thus it is that congréganistes keep 
for themselves the best of what, they

CATHOLICS ADD SOCIAL WORK.

religion 
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feet life to 
that socialism
pie not merely as an economic sys
tem, but as on ethical and religious 
code. Hence the sort of religious en
thusiasm with which the socialistic 
doctrines were imbued. The working 
man was not won over merely by the 

socialist’s picture of the future mil
lenium, in which all men would be 
equal and provided for, but much. So. with thanks to God 
more was drawn by the appeal made 
to his sense of Justice and to that 
instinct of unselfishness which was 
deep in the heart of every true man.
It was the moral principle as much 
as the economic which gained his al
legiance. That being the case, there 
was no reason why the Church 
should not arouse the same religious 
enthusiasm amongst the multitude.
But, Christians had failed to realize 
their social responsibilities, and, 
consequently, had given the impres
sion tj}at Christianity, as such, had 
no power to bring about the reign of 
justice and human brotherhood to 
which the socialists appealed with 
telling force. s '

The Rev. F. Cuthbert, O.S.F.C., 
road a paper on “Religious Aspects 
of Catholic Social Work'” at the re
cent conference of the Catholic Truth 
Society, held in Newcastle, 
England. He said if the world 
to-day was' influenced by the 
priest it voas just because he 
did not confine his spiritual activity 
within the walls of his sacristy, but, 
like Christ Himself, went forth and 
moved amongst the seething crowd, 
giving a helping hand wherever he 
could. Again, if the Church in Eng
land had been enabled to save thou
sands of homeless children from mo
ral and spiritual death, and if, 
was the case, the position of Catho
licism was better understood aod 
more respected than it was fifty 
years ago, was not this due, in a 
large part, to the work of the laity? 
Of late years the influence of the 
layman in religious affairs had en
ormously increased both within the 
Church and without. One of the do
minant features of the present age 
was its effort at social reconstruc
tion. Men had come to fee 1 that one 
class had a duty towards the other. 
Men like Cardinal Manning and Lord 
Shaftesbury had not lived in vain. 
To-day the moral atmosphere was 
charged with a sense of social re
sponsibility. It was felt that the 
poor and the weak had a claim up
on the rich and the strong, and that 
to seek one’s own interest, without 
any consideration for the interests 
of those less fortunate, was wrong 
and a sin against God and a crime 
against the State. That conviction 
manifested itself partly in economic 
legislation, partly in individual and 
voluntary endeavor to better the 
condition ot the prior and the luck
less. But in whatever it manifested 
itself, it was well to take note that 
that conviction of one man's respon
sibility to another wqs essentially 
connected with the growth of the re
ligious Catholic feeling which had 
been so evident in English life dur
ing the last half eentury. It was a 
fact which could not be too well rec
ognized. Social work in its various 
forms was a mark of the religious 
awakening of the age. It sprang 
from religious feeling, and was inti
mately bound up with a revivibg 
faith. Of those who regarded sopial 
reform from the practical priint of 
view, it might be said, without re
serve, that an interest in the social 
problem was a sign of an awakened 
conscience of reviving religion. It 
had become more, and mere evident 
that if the Church was to win the 
allegiance of the masses of the peo
ple it must be by the application of 
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And yet, looking back through the 
history of the Church, they found 
that one of the most undoubted 
claims of Christianity was that it 
had drawn the various classes of so
ciety together in bonds of justice 
and charity; that its influence had 
been to relieve the oppressed and 
comfort the sorrowful, and unite 
the rich and poor, learned and 
ignorant in fraternal sympathy. Why 
should they not bring their religion 
to bear upon their social relations 
now, with similar results as^in days 
gone by? How could they call them
selves Catholics if they failed to rec
ognize the obligations' of Christian 
fellowship? There was a further rea
son which should impel them to so
cial activity. They were all anxious 
that their country should receive 
once more the fulness of the Catho
lic faith, and be united in one fold. 
But do not let them think that that 
would be brought about by mere the
ological argument. They needed the
ologians to explain the Catholic doc

trine, but they also needed Catholic 
social workers to exhibit Catholi
cism in practice on a question which 
lay so near the heart of the people 
at large. The social worker equal 
with the theologian ' carried on the 
a postdate. So-far ns the mass of 
the people were concerned, the theo
logian was perhaps in less need im
mediately than the social worker. 
The need of-reform was as much 
amongst the rich and educated 
classes. as amongst the poor. Until 
tho more fortunate classes were con
verted to the Gospel of the Church 
there could be no real social reform. 
It was the selfishness; worldliness, 
and luxury of the higher classes 
which, in great measure, brought 
about the degradation of the poor. 
To save the poor they must needs 
first save the rich. They needed an 
army of workers to devote their leis
ure to the Christian task of reclaim
ing the multitude. He believed the 
best part of their good work would 
be done by individuals acting in 
their individual capacity. The riph 
and leisured could do much in their 
own way: but the workman and 
workwoman could do even more.

JSgpfi *,, „ ____
and then all began 

Tide, a miracle! ” and 
without eeeeption, united in pray
ers of thanksgiving. The captain 
said he had been on the sea for for
ty years and had never seen such a 
hurricane.

andv;t»$}
Queen of the Rosary, we. Arrived 
safely in New York on Saturday, 
November 6. As soon as we got 
ashore, I hired a porter to direct 
lue to the nearest Catholic Church. 
What was my joy when I found the 
church to be named, “Mary, Star of 
tho Sea.” There I renewed the pro
mises made on the ocean and return
ed grateful thanks for my safe arri
val.

The next day, Sunday, I went to 
Mass, and for the sermon, the priest 
took his text from the 16th chapter 
of St. John. “If you ask the Father 
anything in My Name, it will be 
given you.”

It is forthy-three years now since 
I made sey promise to God and His 
Blessed Mother, and I hope He will 
give me grace to keep it while I re
main on earth, as I have tried to 
dd in the years that have passed.

FLANAGAN BEATS
THE RECORD

The athletic games under tho 
sanction of the A.A.U.', at the Louis
ville, Ky., Inter-state Fair, last 
week, were made notable by the 
breaking of the world's record for 
hammer *hrow by Flanagan, of tho 
Irish-American Athletic Club, New 
York.

He threw the hatnmer 170 feet * 
inch. The previous record of 169 feet 
4 inches was held by him. Flanagan 
also broke the world’s record in the 
discus throw. He made 119.6 feet. 
His previous record was 118 feet 9 
inches, which was the record. All 
the events were hotly contested. 
Some of the best athletes in the 
country participated in the games.

THE BRITISH ARMY
MEDICAL SERVICE.

theThe London correspondent .of 
New York “Post” says 

The long-neglected army medical 
service is undergoing complete reor
ganization in consequence of the les
sons of the war. The new scheme is 
designed to bring the service Into 
closer association vith civil prac
tice, and weed out the idle and in
competent officers by frequent, exam
inations. The pay is to be increased, 
the lieutenant receiving from the 
first $1,617 a year, and the direct
or-general $10,000. Office wqrk is to 
be reduced and a leave given for 
purposes of. study, and inducement 
afforded to qualify in special sub
jects, keeping officers up to date in 
bacteriology, hygiene, and sanita
tion, Officers in the higher ranks are 
to be concerned mainly with sanita
tion and administration, and in time 
of war or epidemic the service is to 
bo expanded by the employment of 
civilian practitioners.
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The ring that will be placed upon 
tho King’s finger is of plain gold, set 
with a large ruby, on which is en
graved the cross of St. George. The 
words that accompany the ceremony 
are significant and strike a discxml- 
ant note with those that form the 
oath. The Archbishop of Canter
bury, while placing the ring on the 
third finger of the sovereign’s right 

hand, says : ‘Receive this ring, the 
ensign of kingly dignity and of de
fense of the Catholie faith, that ns 
you are this day consecrated head 
of the kingdom and people, so, rich 
in faith, and abounding in good 
works, you may reign with Him who 
is King of Kings, to whom be glory 
and honor forever and ever. Amen.' 
As long as forms like this are pre
served. the memory of England's 
Catholic past will not be blotted 
out” ■

HBALTHT BABIES.

WnUhfnl Mothers Can Keep Their 
Babies MeaNby, Rosy.eheeked 

•»4 Happy.

Nothing in the world is such a 
comfort and joy as a healthy, 
hearty, rosy-cheeked, happy baby.

Babies can be kept in perfect 
health only by having at hand and 
administering when needed some 
purely vegetable, harmless remedy, 
and of all this class of \ medicines 
Baby’s Own. Tablets are conceded to 
be the best.

Fpr constipation, Colic, diarrhoea, 
simple fevers, sour stomachs, teeth
ing babies, indigestion arid sleepless
ness, these tablets are a really won
derful cure. You can £ive them to 
the<M*nallost baby without the 
slightest fear. Dissolved in water, 
they will bo taken readily. They con
tain absolutely not a particle of 
opiate or other injurious drugs. 
They are small, sweet lozenges that 
any baby will take without objec
tion, and their action is prompt and 
pleasant. They will- tone up the 
whole system and make the little one 
as hearty and free from infantile dis
orders as any mother could wish.

Mrs. Walter Brown, Milby, Que., 
says : ”1 have never used any medi
cine for baby that did him so much 
good as Baby’s Own Tablets. I 
.would not be without them.” This 
is the verdict of all mothers who 
have used these tablets.

They cost 25 cents a box. All 
druggists sell them or they may be 
secured by sending the price direct 
and the tablets will be forwarded 
prepaid. The Dr. Williams’ Medicine 
Co., Dept. T., Brockville. Ont.

In time we hate that which we of
ten fear.

THE, DEVOTION TO
THE ROSARY.

Anything which increases devotion 
the rosary, and adds to the glory 

of the Mother of God, is particular
ly appropriate in this, the month 
consecrated to this most beautiful of 
all the prayers of the Church, says 
the “Catholic Columbian.’j Where
fore tho little story here■>appended, 
of the touching faith and piety of a 
little band of emigrants," will be 
read with pleasure by all clients of 
the Blessed Mother. We will let the 
narrator of the tale speak for her
self :

Sunday, October 8, 1858, was the 
feast of the Holy Rosary. The next 
day, Monday, I left my home in Ire
land, after asking the fifteen mem
bers of my rosary band to pray for 
me. It was the feast of St. Fran
cis, and I put myself under his pro
tection, and that of my Guardian 
Angel, and invoked the care of the 
Blessed Virgin, promising, to say the 
fifteen decades of the rosary every 
day while at sea.

This was faithfully done. Every 
day at 10 o’clock I rang a bell for 
all Catholics to come and join in 
the recitation of the joyful myster
ies, the sorrowful mysteries were re
cited at four, and the five glorious 
mysteries at 6 o'clock.

We sailed from Liverpool on Oeto- 
with fair winds and had a 
* - •
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TWO MILES A MINUTE.

M An experiment in electric traction 
which cannot help but attract world
wide attention is about to be made 
on a short military railway extend
ing south from Berlin. The feature 
of the project which has thus far re
ceived the most notice, and which 
from a popular point of view is 
probably the moat interesting, is the 
speed which it is proposed-to deve
lop. This is at the rate of between 
125 and 136 miles an hour, or be
tween two and two and a quarter 
miles a minute. The ‘ road is only 
eighteen and one-half lAiles in 
length, and hence the trip should be 
made in olght dr nine minutes. If, 
howevér, such a speed can be sus
tained for that interval, it can be 
kept sp for an hour. All new ques
tions of air resistance and road arid 
can equipment ought to be disposed 
of Jn a tenth of that time.—-Toronto 
World.

THE INDISPENSABLE MAN.

h<> te of tie molt euccoM'.i: busi
ness men In this country make it i 
rule to dispense with the servie
any man in their employ, no in____
how important Ms position limy bo. 
as seen as he cornea to regard him-
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