
RBSUMABLY, the -recent order of Mr.
Hanna, president of the Canadian Nation­
al Railways, forbidding employees of this 

system from engaging in any political activities on 
pain of being discharged, has been widely enough 
discussed so that its merits and demerits are pretty 
well known to the working class of Canada by this 
time. Hence there would be no excuse for this 
article on this subject except that the writer con­
siders this order of Hanna's an epoch making order.
It defines a new status for the working class indica­
tive of new relations growing out of that form of 
economic enterprise known as national or govern­
ment ownership. It is true that the employees of 
the C. N. R. system may entirely disregard the 

. order, and go on taking active part in politics as 
much as they have hitherto done. They may treat 
it with both indifference- and contempt, in which 
case it loses its force. But that does not detract 
from its naive significance as affording a perspective 
by which one can get a line on the manner in which 
men of Hanna’s walk in life view thy .political in­
stitutions and arrangements. It is all the more im­
portant since it comes from a government offical, a 
man of authority, one who is intimately acquainted, plete, due to no other reason than that the working 
with all the perplexities involved in managing a class has shown a less decided inclination to follow

the possession of political privileges by the work­
ing class hinders the capitalistic management of in­
dustry, more particularly of government owned in­
dustry.

It will be remembered that the franchise was

P chine has taken over another. As often as not the 
members are persuaded to vote one way or the other 
by promising chances of some individual gain, than 

by the persuasive eloquence of an oratorical star or 
a sense of theif duty towards their fellowmen.

There was a time when parliaments led the forces 
of human progress. That was when the rising 
mercial and industrial classes assailed the 
and privileges of the feudal landlords. But parlia­
ments are no longer the battle ground of the huge 
conflict of classes. On the contrary they haye de­
moralized into political clearing houses where pol­
itical parties cancel obligations against each other, 
the balances being settled by a brisk interchange of 
calumniating denunciations which are couchced in

m

given to the working class only after a great strug­
gle on the part of the latter, and then really not un­
til it was quite conclusively shown that the work­
ing men were willing to accept the political ideals 
of the bourgeoisie as their own and so were not 
planning any revolutionary innovations in the bour­
geois state. During the time that the ideas of the 
working class were fettered by bourgeois ideals, 
the vote in its hands was really an asset to the pol­
itical power of the various factions within the cap­
italist class. The franchise was freely, extended, 
as each faction hoped to gain more in strength 
than its opponents by such extension Indeed, the 
franchise began the sport of self-seeking politicians. 
In the heat of a campaign it became the object of 
barter, am* many a person has received his fran­
chise in exchange for a definite promise that he 
would vote for a given candidate. But this state 
of affairs has taken a turn over, more or less com-

com-
powers

the proverbial elegant parliamentary language.
As such bodies, parliaments can not be used to 

advantage even by the class of which they are, his­
torically, the representative. They are not only in­
efficient as regards handling questions concerning 
the public weal, but they are an extremely expen- 

piece of machinery to keep up, considering the 
work they perform. Indeed, they have become fet­
ters on the development of industry. Capitalist 
promoters of industry do not want their affairs 
mixed up with politics, for the publicity secured 
through this .channqÿ Ip^s a poisoned t-tuig it 
which cripples, though it does not kill. The ësïib- 
lishment, during recent years, of boards, commit­
tees and commissions which discuss and decide ^on 
the real economic and industrial questiofls affect- 
ing industrial relations, is sufficient comment on

sive

Ojÿjtgjjat mate indp^try,,as such, y the political leadership «capitalist politicians, 
therefore, a criticism of. present governmental ma- Hanna’s order, therefbflfwtpresses a need, a want,
chinery and a suggestion as to the remedy of its de­
fects. The remedy is, of course, not suggested so 
much as it is implied from the premise of the order. 
But it is these very implications that give the order 
its significance, for they px>int to 
order which some capitalists would like to 
tablished, and towards which we are probably drift­
ing.

a danger ahead. v
Hanna doesn t want any of the employees of the 

C. X- R. system to sit in parliament. He doesn’t 
want the national railway spstem to be mixed up 
in pwlitics. Neither does he want the employees to 
air their grievances from the floor of the House, 
nor the conduct of the system to be discussed be­
fore this assembly of august personages. On the 
other hand when Hanna wants the rates of the sys­
tem he manages raised, he doesn’t appeal to parlia­
ment to grant the raise, bat be lays his case before 
the Railway Board, evidently because this body is 
much more capiable of examining all the facts rela­
tive to such a demand, and of piassing a competent 
judgment on all the arguments put up both for it 
and against it, than piartiament is. It is 
efficient body.

-
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the social value of capitalist piarliaments.
The C. N. B. employees have been denied 

stitutional right which is theoretically guaranteed 
by the political sanction of the powers that be, by 
the moral sanction of the bourgeois class 
pressive of their pxilitical ideals, and by the funda­
mental law of the land. It would hardly seem pos­
sible that a right which is fenced around by such an 
array of bona-fide guarantees would be revoked. 
Still this has been practically accomplished by a 
fewr pxm strokes of a man, who has no legal pxiwers 
either to restrict, rescind or to interpret the laws, 
a man who is, in fact, bnt the head of an induitrial

P an economic
a con-see es-

Besides this, the order raises other points which 
must be tantalizing to those narrow-visioned re­
formers who shut their eyes to facts and bend all 
their energy to reviving an economic system that 
has almost become a fossil. It lays bare the sopihis- 
try of such sycophants as Mackenzie King and ex­
poses the hypocrisy of the whole host of political 
Sokms whose greatest wisdom is to mouth the 
phrases of 18th century political writers. It shows 
up the hollowness of all those schemes of reform 
which centre around the point of preserving capit­
alism just as it is, without any subtractions or addi­
tions of a fundamental character. It expresses the 
sober thought of a manager of agréat capitalist 
industry, who secs some stumbling blocks which 
prevent the newer form of capitalism from opierat- 
ing smoothly.

What are tome oi th< stumbling blocks express­
ed and what implications involved in the order?
In die first place it" restricts the pxilitical privileges, 
curtails the enjoyment of constitutional liberty, (as 

write* would pint it), of the employees 
Wtis C. N. R. system. The order states the matter 
Openly and "plainly. No employee is permitted to 

f ■, * "take an active p>art in "politics, or to accept a seat in 
RvEunent. The order does not absolutely dis-

jWfeWfhisi the employees of the system, though it formally staged before the legislative body. Very 
Comes dangerously hear to doing it In this regard few take parliaments seriously except those who 
U is, therefore, afact of a pxetty general movement have careers at stake. The deliberations of this 
Se restrict the pofitkal privileges of the workers, body is looked at with more contempt than

.ÜT.sctivc in the States, as is ,ence by those who are iB the leant acquainted with 
i;l-"WB^gMhe lroekle|-in Àe New York gtate Legis- parliamentary procedure. It is only the most ig- 

***»*■ It tints becomes apparent that capitalism is norant who look upon the decisions of the pariia 
-, wherein the poBtfcai mentary body an beiag arrived at after calm and

.... are glaringly incom- conscientious thought The debates arc often mere
tf—fcnctkm within the sys- wpanhSes ahom ^^ ^rirt, which have as

*"*»*'- v* Wtaiw--
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as ex-

p a more

S concern, though this concern, it is true, is one of 
the largest government owned corporations 'in the 
world.

Looked at from this Vtandpxnnt, Hanna's order is 
a veiled thrust at the efficacy of parliament, 
this respiect the order confirms the statement so 
often made by Socialists, that capitalist parliaments 
are nothing but gas houses. They are the rendez- 

where loquacious politicians meet to display 
their oratorical powers, or, if the politician is not 
gifted with a pleasing power of spieech, then par­
liament is the market on which he peddles his chanc- 

of getting in with the powerful and the mighty, 
so that he might advance 16s own interests in re­
spect to winning a prize in the game of life. Parlia­
ments are essentially the arenas in which ambitious 
individuals play for the «fakes attached to 
in politics. The real week of government- is but 
slightly connected with parliament, and the discus­
sion relative to the enactment of the laws is but

In
In view of the drastic nature of this act,

the whole Aur-would naturally expect to 
geois class, that extolled the virtues of constitution­
al government so insistently last year during the 
tnal of the Winnipeg strikers, rise up as a mao to 
indignantly protest against such a flagrant viola­
tion of their constitutionally guaranteed rights. But 
very few protests have been heard. The press, 
erally, condones the action on the ground yiat the 
national railways should not be mixed qp in pol­
itics. To be consistent, the press should add that 
neither should the slaves be mixed up in pxilitics, 
for a slave who has the orivilege of haranguing to 
the public on public matters is not as easily man­
aged as the one who has a locker on his mouth. Bnt 
the silence of the bourgeois in face of this travesty 
on their constitution is a scathing comment" on their 
inherent hypocrisy. At the same time the worth 
of their constitutional guarantees is laid bare. For 
it is very evident that though the pxilitical states of 
the worker cannot be attacked on legal grounds, yet 
the same end can easily be accomplished by a slight 
manipulation at the source of bis bread and butter.

In thé final analysis, Hanna’s order has its toots 
deep down in the class-struggle. It is the 
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