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The Moscow of Today —--First Impressions

A ;H\l\l('

By Mr. W. T.

From Manchester ‘‘Guardian’

WENT from the station at Mos-
cow to the room which had been
allotted to me All hotels have been

nationalized and are used as Govern
ment offices o1 apportioned as homes
for l::lni\lt‘l':;xl «-!Hpin_\w'\ and other
workers A number of great houses
have also been commandeered and
used in the same way. It is quite
natural, therefore, that the Soviet, in
whose disposal all aecommodation
rests, should have fixed a room for
me to live in while in Moscow

I had visited Moscow twice before,
and was familiar with its appearance
and life. My first impression, then,
as | crossed the town was bound to
be a vivid one. It was more—it was
bewildering. 1 had expected to find
tvidences of great destruction and a
crushed and cowed populace. 1 cer-
Y;Li!:l_\' did not find the Moscow of
wy last visit, but I found life going
on in an ordinary ecommon-place way,
street markets flourishing, large num-
bers of people in the streets (the
population has increased by 25 per
cent,) tramears running, with loads
of .people hanging on to any excrese-
ence that would give hand and foot
hold, and on this first occasion no
evidences of destruction. That came
later, when 1 went freely about the

('i!_\'.
Then I discovered streets where the
facades of the buildings were w']ti]ppt'ql

by shot, windows pierced by bullets,

in some cases with paper, and at the
bottom of one of the bouwlevards
carrefour which was a mass of
bled brick and ruin, while a row

tall houses on one side was nothi

but a skeleton of gutted brick

stone work. This was the result of
the Social Revolutionaries in Ju
Jast yeal But on the whole the des
trucetion was very small when ¢
huge size of the city and the se

that have taken place there are taken
into account.

Churches and monasteries are in-
tact. The Basil Cathedral and the
glorious Chureh of the Redeemer are
as splendid as ever; so is the Troit
and the Tretiakov

One thing strikes strangely

zky Monastery
Gallery.
The old glitter of the \’lu]»\ IS 2On¢
Most of them are boarded up and
give a queer, desolate appearance to
the line of the streets. But in many
cases this was voluntary, since there
were 1o ‘!_'uull\ to sell And otheps
were closed by the Soviet when stocks
ran low and profiteering of pestilen-
tial kind began in the remaining

stocks. These vere then comman
deered and distributed #rom the
Soviet shops, which are of all kinds
and are found in every district. Their
number is so large that queues do
not exist except when certain goods

boots, stuffs for clothes—are so0ld
on cards on days that have been pre
notified and from specified

Thor are

viously
shops Soviet tea-house
and restaurants, but some private
ones are still open at speculative

rates And number of small {rades

From ‘“‘The Freethinker.”’

VOLUTION began as a formula

and, with many, ends as a fiat.
One the one hand, it is invoked with
all the solemnity of a mediaeval ma-
gician commanding the presence of
his attendant spirits. On the other
hand, it is approached with a hushed
reverence that is reminiscent of a
Catholiec devotee before his favorite

shrine [t has acquired the ¢l

acteristics of the ‘‘Kismet’’ of the
Mohammedan, the Beelzebub of the
pious Christian, and the inspiration
of glory to the born soldier. It is
used to dispel doubts and to awaken
C\H‘i()\‘if}' It becomes a formula that
"‘»!!l]v!'v}p'w\iv.“ or

may express mere-

ly indicate vacuity Decisions are
pronounced in its name with all the
‘:!'w}v7‘('\~i\r'310‘\\ of a ‘““Thus saith the
Lord!”" We are not even sure that

some will not u}lj(“‘T that to talk
about evolution in this light way is
‘““‘irreverent,’”’ and should be avoided
For there are crowds of folk who

can not separate profundity from

golemnity. and who econtinually mis-
take a long face for the sure indica-

tion of a wellstored brain. The

truth is, ofcourse, that what a man
understands 'llu:«rlluili.\ he can deal
with easily; that he laughs at a dif-

ficulty 1s not necessarily a sign that

he fails to appreciate it—it may be
a consequence of his having taken
its measure The chief reason why

people will not laugh at religion i
due to a perception of the fact that
it will not stand it. The priest every-
vhere maintains his hold largely he
cause of the narcotizing influence of
ill-understood phrases, and in this he
is matched )"‘-' the pse ‘HIHIb})il'rxdv]l}ll",
whose pompous use of ill;]»l'f'fﬂ"'”}' ap
preciated formulae disguises from the
crowd the mistiness of his own undes
standing
The Ghost.

A glance over the uses made of the

vord ‘‘evolution’’ will well illustrate

s been said. These sometimes

Ke one

onder what on earth the

writer thinks ‘““‘evolution’’ stands for,

and at other times one feels sure that

its prime funetion is to cover up
mere want of comprehension. For
example in a recent issue of the

Daily Express, Mr. Shaw Desmond,
writing on the subjeet of the demand
for equality, asks, What do people

ot pay to A atize

m the 1is |

| : 1 I SOUS
| fact, the socialistic and
dividualistie forms of distributic g0
sicle !'A\ side, sinee it is he
practice ol the Soviet to emb ol
1 alization ol 1";)'];; g until

everything is ready for the complete
chanee Theatres and eoncert alls
are fuller than ever the, workers n

having the best chance in the dis
tribution of tickets Both the famous
ballet and the still more famons Art
Theatre have been left untonched,
and for the ballet sehool special re
r”v\ il\:

gulations have been made

promising aspirants to enter at an

aue muech below the aue l“_’.l:‘-\ {1 "I

for beginning work. Concerts of ex
cellent musiec are maintained, and the
cost of entrance is small, and theatres
for children are run gratuitously in
seven different parts of the city every
Sunday afternoon.

I missed the Alexander statue in
the Kremlin and the Skohelef statue
in front of the old Hotel de Ville,
and was informed that they had bheen
carefully dismantled, and would be
set up again in a museum, and 1 noted
the efforts of the Soviet in the direc
tion of monuments The Skobelef
statue is |'u'|»];u'wl 'lv\' a I'L‘.l”_\' i'1||l'r‘
ing monument by the sculptor A
dreef It is a triangular obelis)
three-sided pedestal,
with curved sides, fronted by a splen

mounted on a

didly posed female figure with up
lifted and outstretehed arm. At the

juean !'A\ it? and, after discussing 1
probable meanings, remarks: ‘‘1{
is a demand for a levelling of 1
kind down to the average, eve

good ecitizen will fight that. and he
will have evolution with him. for

evolution is a levelling up.”” No
it ould be quite

\l 1 )¢ !Hlv!ul H

conception of evolution: he is one of

unfair to pillor:

being peeuliar in thi

a very large group, and this specimd
is seleeted only because it is repre

sentative of a group, and because i

has some very important bearings o
social and religious as well as o
cientif questions And here

must, paradoxical as it may sound

be discursive in order to keep to the

point Primarily, thi
what one may call a moral element

to evolution i8 no more than a earry

o Ove into seiend of the Theistic
pirit nd temps Quite naturally
the Theist driven to find some
ethical . istification for hat he said
vas the divine government of the

And he proceeded to argue
that it was morally and intellectually
admirable. From the Godite’s point
of view that was a sound position

The world wa

it: and we were ultimately

God’s world: he made
compelled

to v])];]gl» T})" el aracter of the \'.'(lrl(-

man by the quality of his work. But
now comes the non-Theist, and he,

although rejecting ‘‘God,”” and sub-

?

asey imiurl of
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foot of the figure is a tiny rostrum

trom whieh hamenev and Lunachar.
sky made speeches to the huge crowd
helow  at the

unveiling ceremony,

which 1 walked to see. On the noule-
vards the Soviet has placed wonu-
ments  of famous  Russians, some
meant to be permanent, others tem
parary

It may be imagined that as | took
in all this my astonishment grew. But
one thing made that even greater. |
mean the order and security which
reigned in Moscow I have erossed
the town on foot at midnight with-
out fear of molestation, accompanied
only by a lady with whom 1 had been
to a concert And again and again
I was told by those whose work took
them out at all hours of day and
night that the security is  absolute,
And there is no street lightine at
night F'here are police and armed
military in the streets, but they are
not greatly in evidence

(ipwl

prostitution seems to have

disappeared, and, though there are
still beggers, the pest to which T was
ubjected in 1911 i greatly modified,
and 1 understand that steps are to
be taken to caunse its complete dis
appearance

“Moscow is a dead city,”” said to

me a man in a town on the wav to
Kieff whieh 1 visited That seems

to me to he too strong a tatement

There is plenty of movement. plenty
of noise, but on the whole.® life is
greyer in tone, duller in flavor than
in the Moscow whieh T knew a few

Vears ago.

stituting the formula “‘evolution

frrequently  proceeds to claim for his
tormula all that the Theist had
laimed for his. That also had to be

wown to  be moral, ;lll'l llnhlt‘_ -'Lll'l
Just, ete We don’t marvel that the
Christian often gsays to the I ree-
thinker that he ha a God Sub-
tantially ome of them have I'hat

they carry on with the same

wendo-s

}

dentifie reasonIng that 18

wieristic  of Theism

ipologetic
They have ‘_‘i\(-p up 4;1»1'. but the y

cumber themselves with his e¢host

Adaptation.

X evolution peat, 1 10t a
1iat it a tormula It does not de
ret t deseribe It has nothing to
do t ordlity a ich, nor with
Progre wor with levelling
ip, nor with a levelling down It is
no more tha pecial applicatio
of the principle of causation and

hether the working out of that prin
ciple has a moralizing, or an ennob-
ling nrogressive effect., is not
“oiven’ in th ,nv;':n-i))!u itself. Cos-

presents nus with two
nd change. And

the law of evolution i

mi phenomer

thir 14 (]iﬁa Irence
at attempt to
express those differences and those
changes in a more or less precise for-
maula. Tt does for phenomena in
general precisely what a particular
scientifie law does for its own special
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