1854

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE

AND HOME MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL
IN THE DOMINION.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED).

JOHN WELD, MANAGER.

Ageats for ‘* The Farmer's Advocate

Winnipeg, Man.

and Home Journal,”

L. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE
is published every Thursday.

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties,
handsomely illustrated with original engravings, and fur-
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable information
for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home-
makers, of any publication in Canada.

@. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, England, Ireland,
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United
States, $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s8.; in advance.

8. ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line.
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

8. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper
ordered to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us,
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our
risk. When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the ‘‘ Full Name and Post-office Address Must
be Given.”

9. WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

10. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one
side of the paper only.

11. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P.0. address.

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practical articles. For such
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How
to Improve ““The Farmer's Advocate and Home Magazine,”
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen-
erally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved

either by

Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con-
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers
until after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected

matter will be returned on receipt of postage.

8. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con-
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER’'S ADVOCATE, or

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
LLONDON, CANADA.

ence with the Director. Or, the Veterinary Direc-
tor-General might rejuire facilities to
some point in relation to the health of

determine

animals.

Or the Seed Branch should be getting busy pro-
moting the introduction of fodder crors like al-
falfa, by means that have never heen undertaken

yet. And is it not possible to have _the enormous
but somewhat promiscuous

the

distribution of seed

grains, etc., from Experimental IFarm re-
organized upon
What scems
staff. To .

divisions or

more lines ?
the

rearrangement in

specific and helopful
needed,
effect

branches

then, is to co-ordinate
an ade juate
would

mean and

equalizing the status of a number of very cuj able

raising

men in the inside service, and lessen somewhat the

pressure of executive duties upon Director Gris-
dale by placing a little more upon the e uty
Minister and the heads of the various divisions or
branches already referred to. that would number
probably ten or a dozen Inereasing  their  re-
sponsibilities and status would doubtless have a
stimulating effect upon their activities The ex-
isting system has served a usetul ournose. but has
outgrown efficiency, and now is the time to begin

building upon broader and bLetier foundations

In many sections of the country vood vood prain

promises to be very scarce nesxt sprino Would
it not be advisable to clean out cnoueh for seed
now, before much of the hest or it Been fed Lo
the stock ? Such a practice world ot Lot hpve
the advantage of a chance of mal i o o oty
from the bin containing the clean
plumpest seed. This can then |«
there is less danger of a spring sn
I'vidence accumulates that close ha

tening cattle is an unnecessary expenst
and snow, with a dry plo
all that

Particularly is

from wind, rain

down, is about is required in the

stahline, this true where

LUREGN I

practiced.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

Counting up the Cost.

A. McNeill, - Chief of the Fruit Division in the
Dominion Department of Agriculture, in an ad-
dress before the Bediord, P. Q., Dairymen’s Asso-
ciation, exhibited the accompanying chart, show-
ing the comparative cost of production and aver-
age price obtained for
hay, butter and apples. It suggests a useful line
of thought at this season of the year, when the
field work is over and people have time to reckon
up where they stand by discovering just what has
been realized from their crops. The chart was
arranged with the object of showing what should
enter into such calculations.

leading grains, timothy
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Under the head of ‘‘ fixed charges "7 are in-
cluded cost of interest, fencing, roadmaking, re-
pairing buildings, and general depreciation in
value.  Under * plant food removed ' is reckoned

the value of potash, phosphates, salts and nitro-

gen, at usual market prices.

tional circumstances,

leaving out excep-
Mr. McNeill pointed out that
selling hay or grain was exceedingly foolish,
considering present high prices.

even
If putter is sold,

the case is very much improved, inasmuch as the
farmer is selling practically no plant food, and
then an allowance is to he made for the value of
the by-products, s<im milk and manure. These

two items would bring the profits on butter sever-
al cents higher and show dairving to he
profitahle line of farming.

Upon looking over the table, we wrote Mr. Mec-
Neill, suggesting that possibly the average vields
given might be regarded as unduly low, that an
allowance for fodders used on the farm might he

a fairly

melnded, that the hutter return was low, the
“aflter-cultivation item in the case of apples
hich, and, while the apple-orchard returns were
hichlv favorable, the prospect, in contrast, for the
FrTn is alarmingly dishearterning, owing to
T own. In the course of his valuable
el N Neill points ont that accepting the
low not affect the argument. The
Jow vy fhat ol several of the chief grain-
Crowin per report of the 11, S, Secre-
Ltary fau " Washineton, D. ., 1910
he Tow o ol ts, wheat and timothy hay
are 1o Iting the (‘anadian Cen
sus Re column was put at the
Tow avy disoafter consulting with
the exine ‘Dartment at Ottawa. who
decided e low for the averao,

N
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Canadian farmer. “It would not do,” writ..
Mr. McNeill, ‘“ to take the averages of the mun

who was making a specialty
product, inasmuch as he is only one in a dozen,
perhaps one in a hundred ; nor would it do i
accept the average that might easily be raised for
any of these products, inasmuch as we wish to
get at a hasis where we may count on what uc
tually is raised. One ton per acre of timothy is
a very low yield, and yet I saw several score of
acres this year that would not yield one ton. The
80 barrels of apples I arrived at from the an
swers of several hundred fruit-growers throughout
the Dominion, and perhaps it is high for a low
average; yet I took more than that this year fron,
trees on my neglected farm that never have leen
pruned, sprayed or cultivated. However, these
averages were taken low, but not lower than the
averages of large areas comprising Provinces and
States. I wished to make a basis for the farmer
a little above the average, and to secure this T
have added 50 per cent. to these low
averages. This average is, of
high level of first-class farming.

““The item of $23 in apple orchards included
the cultivation, not the after-cultivation, but cul
tivation, spraying, etec. I have the harvestinys
and hauling to market separate, and all other ex-
prenses are included in the $23, which I admit is
more than is usually spent, but not more than it
will cost if it is done at all.

‘““ Straw and cornstalks were not included, in-
asmuch as they do not materially affect the argu-
ment. If they were ineluded in the salable items,
it would mean an increase in the plant food re-
moved, and, as a matter of fact, upon the average
farm, straw and cornstalks have little or no com-
mercial value as a salable product, and as the\
are used they do little more than make up for
the - lant food removed in themselves and for their
share of the work of harvesting and housing. In
this calculation, the presumption is that the
grain is sold off the farm, and, therefore, as far as
the particular quantities are concerned, there is
no return to the farm.

of any particular

large-area
course, not the

“T agree that, with the average crop, the
prospect is anvthing but heartening, if we sell

grain, and that is the pith of my argument, that
a man is on the road to ruin who sells grain and

hayv. It is only a question of how long his plant
food will last. I hope vou will note the point
that agman, farming in this wav, may still accu-

mulate a bank account by working sixteen hours
a day and having a wife and children helping him,
and counting it all as a day’s work. My calcula-
tions are all made on a ten-hour day for one
man, and not for the whole familyv. What T am
insisting upon is that in the cost of oproduction.
fixed charges, current expenses and plant food
should all be taken into account, and that the
labor should he calculated on the basis of a ten-
honr day.”

The whole subiect, as
form the basis of a
columns by readers of

might
these

presented above,
useful discussion in
“ The I'armer’s Advocate.’

Railway versus Ocean Freight
Rates.

(‘oast

TCurope,

the  Mississinni

the

less

The

grain to

their
the large
the

aroun.d

Pacific States  ship surplus
than to
Valley,
18.000-mile
the
haul of some 2,000 miles across the mountains and
plains in the United States.
1010, the cost of sending wheat from Spokane or
Walla Walla to Livernool,

to Portland or

rather mar-

Lhets  of for freight

charges on voyage South

\merica are than railroad rates for a

In the first part of
including railroad rates

Puget
insurance,

Sound, ocean rates, and

about 30

Chicago

mavine ranged
bushel, while the rate to
Snokane or Walla Walla 34.5 cents a
according to a recent hulletin issued by the United
States

from 25 to
cents a from
was bushel,
Denartment of Agriculture, entitled, ““Mar
keting (irain and lLive Stock in the Pacific Coast
Recion.™ If the

offer

Grand Trunk Pacific and Cana-

dian Pacific reasonable freight rates, this
A g

looks good for Alberta grain-growers, who should
I'e thus enabled to reach
the

[Curopean markets at a

reasonable cost, once Panama (‘anal is com-

ploted.

It has been said @ ““ Once get the farmers and

their working

families all together at something

that concerns them all, and we have the beginning

of a and a

stable
likely to efist

more social

the
and bustle of the large towns, where, indeed, son

thinkers tell us that not only the family, but also
the

more community

than is amid constant change

social life, is largely breaking down.' Co
operation on a <ound working basis would do this
for the farmer It is worth g trial
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