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THE FRIENDSHIP OF THE WORLD.

The friendship of the world is enmity with 
God : whosoever therefore will be a friend of the 
world is the enemy of God.” Powerful testimony! 
which judges the walk and searches the heart. 
The world’s true character has now been mani­
fested, because it has rejected and crucified the 
Son of God. Man had been already tried without 
law, and under law ; but after he had shown him­
self to be wholly evil without law, and had broken 
the law when he had received it, then God Himself 
came in grace ; He became man in order to bring 
the love of God home to the heart of man, having 
taken his nature. It was the final test of man’s 
heart. He came not to impute sin to them, but to 
reconcile the world to Himself. But the world 
would not receive Him ; and it has shown that it 
is under the power of Satan and of darkness. It 
has seen and hated both Him and His Father.

The world is ever the same world : Satan is its 
prince, and all that is in it, the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eye, and the pride of life, is not of 
the Father, but of the world. The heart of man, 
the flesh, has since the fall been always enmity 
against God. It is often thought and said, that 
since the death of Christ, Satan is no longer the 
prince of this world ; but it was precisely then 
that he declared himself as its prince, leading on 
all men, whether Jews or Gentiles, to crucify the 
Saviour. And although men now bear the name
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