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THE SERIOUS CHARACTER OF THE SHINGLE
HAZARD.
The three recent conflagratiors at Peris, Texas,
Augusta, Ga., and Nashville, Tern., call attention

forcibly once again to the cericus character of the |

chingle hazard. At Paris, 1440 brildirgs were de
ctroved, of which 1,051 had combustitle roofs. A
report by the State fire marshal on this fire says
that “*Modern history does rot contain a more
perfect example of the conflagraticn hazard that is
present in every city or town where the shingle
roo is prevalent. The burning of the business
district of Paris was not due to a lack of fire fighters;
it was not due to a lack of water; it was rot due to
the construction of the business district itself, but
was primarily attributable to the shingle roofs of
the residence section of the city. The firemen were
not able to hold the blaze to the first building being
burned, for the reason that the brands carried by
the high gale had set on fire buildings four, five, six
and even ten blocks away and, in practically every
turn. would send their burning brands on the wings
of the wind to other buildings with shingle roofs
until every dwelling on both the south and east
of the business section was a seething, roaring
of flames: and, notwithstanding the fact that
roofs of the business bu ldings had refused to
fire from the burning embers that had fallen
! them like a rain of hail for some time, when
hali-circle of fire arourd the business district
osed in. the intense heat of the wind-driven
ind the flying brands and coals which wer
decp in the streets, broke through the
A’X‘t‘ \\htl‘ once an o oentrance
cficeted, the doem of the business section was
1. Had the roofs of the dwellings in the path
the fire from its point of origin to the busines
rict been of non-combustible material, it is be
cd the fire department of Paris alone o uld have
casilv held the blaze to at least the block in which
it originated.”
\t Nashville, 648 buildings, covering an area of
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[ 64 acres, were destroyed. The fire was in two dis

tinet zones, separated by about 1,800 feet of clear
space, the second zone becoming ignited through
burning brands alighting on shingle roofs. The
Tennessee Inspection Bureau, in a report on the
fire records its conviction that “'Light frame con
structior and especially shingle roofs were urdoubt
edly respons.tle for fire starting in the second zone
If the hazards ¢f quick burning construction are
to be minimized in cities and towns the power lies
solely in the hands of those who have legislative
contrcl and public sentiment should stamp with
everlasting approval the abolition of the shingle
roof and encourage only that type of construction
which resists fire as well as time.”

LIVERPOOL & LONDON & GLOBE.

We understand that the directors of the Liver
pool & London & Globe Insurance Company have
rewarded the members of their Canadian Staff
who carry on the work in the absence of a number
of their fellows at “‘the front,” by presenting cach
of them with a bonus of one month's salary. This
handsome recognition has been greatly appre
ciated by the recipients. The Company, with
its usual consideration, has from the beginning m wle
generous provision for all their men who are serving

with His Majesty's foreces.

To develop an insurance company 1t 1s necessary
to write new business ecach year, and also to keep
the existing policies 1 loree \s a considerable
expense attends the writing of new business, ther
fore. other things being equal, that will
have the largest profits that reaches a given stz
with the smallest number of terminations. — Mutual
Life of Canada.
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