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The Junior Epworth League
Its Purpose and Possibilities

MISS B. WAY, National
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Watch your meeting, and at the first 
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tlon song, physical drill, or recitation 

The service should be serious and of a 
spiritual character, bu 
the week let the chlk 
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something to do, 
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but let the members act 
the offices,
three minute addresses. Never mind if 
they do make mistakes, let the girls play 
the organ and It will be an inducement 
for them to do their best, 
they are needed somewhere and are really 
helping.
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to do. At first the attempt may be 
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The aim of the Junior League is to sup­
plement the Sunday School, by taking a 
broader field of work, and by entering 
more into the every day life of the child 
—physical. social, intellectual 
through these develop the religious s 
of his nature; It helps the pastor also by 

for the younger members of his

g the child are pass- 
methods are being 

ed, and the children 
rightful place, not as 
little women," but as 

girls whose personalities are to 
be recognized from the standpoint of the 
child’s own outlook upon life.

We are beginning to realize 
Is no need for our little children to 
der away into sin, and then painfully 
their way back, till at last they bee 
children of God; but that they are alre 
children of the kingdom, and that 
duty of both parents and teachers is to 
see that they are so led and directed from 
babyhood, that none shall ever feel any 
other attitude towards God, than that of 
a son or a daughter.

Realizing that the child may grow up 
In this attitude towards God, we should 
prepare him for the time when be shall 
publicly declare his faith and be received 

the Church.
As teachers and leaders we ask too 

much from children, if we expect them to 
see things from an adult standpoint. We 
must not forget that they 
ners in the battle of life, 
the duty of the adult, 
of the child’s best i 
point of view, and 
begin true consu­
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In dealing with children, we err by 
simply training them. We are dealing 
with living souls, not mere animals, each 
with a personality all its own, which 
needs development, and the lead 
can by instruction and guidance help the 
Juniors to develop their own personalities 
has done more for them than years of 
mere formal training could possibly do. 
The leader's aim Is, therefore, to get the 
children to do right because their Father 
gave them the freedom 
they love to do his will.

patient love help them over the 
places. So as the years come, and your 
children grow to manhood and woman­
hood and take their places In life as 
ministers, missionaries, teachers, poli­
ticians, doctors, Sunday School superin­
tendents, bankers, lawyers, working men 
and women, fathers and 
will look back with 
love to

lay the
acter and a useful

Only an hour with the children, 
Pleasantly, cheerfully given,

Yet seed was sown 
In that hour alone,

Which would bring for
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welfare to take 
with that as a basis, 

uctlve work.
ny children are growing up around 

us who are not in the church. Why Is 
this? and how can we best Induce them 
to enter: One great reason for the first 
fact is the lack of parental training.

Some parents are too tired with the day's 
toll to bother, others in the rush of many 
duties cannot spare the time, and some 
feel they have done all that Is necessary 
for their religious training if they send 
their children to church and Sunday 
School, forgetting that while the Sunday 
School is doing a noble work, It is im­
possible In one short hour on Sunday 
afternoon, for any teacher to give all the 

that Is necessary to develop the 
Christian character in the child. 

To supplement the work of the home 
,‘hurch provides its Catechumen 

es, Sunday School, Mission Bands, 
and Junior Leagues, each of which has 
Its own mission to perform in the forma­
tion of young life within Its reach.

We will deal particularly with the 
Junior League, and see in pai t what are 
its purposes and possibilities.

Constitutionally, it is a part of the 
church and its purpose Is to systematical­
ly train boys and girls under fourteen 
years of age In the doctrines of the Metho­
dist church, help them study the Bible 
Intelligently, and put the kno"-Ljee thus 
gained Into practical use, uve day by day 
as the Father’s children, and devote them­
selves to a life of service for others.
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The little child lives In a world of 
make-believe. To him flowers and trees 
are people whom he makes his friends 
so we must take all these things into 
account In our Junior League and pro­
vide accordingly.

Children cannot sit still very long 
at a time, for they have the spirit of 
ceaseless activity, and without being 
wearied they go from one thl 
other the whole day long. In 
we must not forget the fe 
play, for as some one has said. " Play Is 
God's method of teaching children how 
to work."

ng among young children, one 
bear In mind the wonderful 

■ good exerted by the proper 
Imagination, and place high 
! them In the form of stories.
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The Mice Didn’t Careeue
forw minutes Little Dorothea Is one of those children 

whose danger slg 
she Is still she is

The other day her mother became 
aware of the quiet which boded trouble. 
She was about to look for the child, 
when at that moment, Dorothea came In, 
her face rosy with happiness and her 
mouth covered with crumbs.

" Where have you been, 
asked her mother. " What 
ing?"

“ Cheese," said the
“ Cheese? Where 

dear?’’
" In the mouf trap."
“In the mouse trap!" exclaimed her 

mother, horrified.
“Oh, ycth!" 

wh
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In addition to a good leader, and 
•bers, a very important thing Is the room 
or place where the Juniors meet. Much 

the surroundings, so If It Is 
de have a nice, bright
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at all 
with 
mottoes
home touches here and there to make It 
look cosy and Inviting when your mem­
bers come together.
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Dorothea?" 
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young lady, calmly, 
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It Is very Important that the leader be 
there to welcome the Juniors and In order 
to keep them from becoming restless be- 

the time to begin arrives. Tell a 
bright little story or teach a new game, 
but be sure to begin the meeting on time, 
never wait for the tardy ones, but trying 
to make the whole sesslo 
that If the early part is missed once, they 
will never want to mise It again.

Have half of the hour spent In study, 
which should be scriptural In Its basis, 
but not confined entirely to scripture. In 
addition to the Bible study, have history, 
biography, poetry, and some character 
from a book that the children have read, 

ke the study hour a pleasure and help 
; children to discover new truths for 

themselves.
In choosing the Bible subject give the 

children a foundation, but let them build 
up the structure themselves. It would be

from becoming 
e to begin arrl- 

ry or teach 
egin th

filrc

“ But 
won’t have 

" Oh, 
two mo 
care a bit.’

at will the mice do? 
any cheese."
don’t care, mamma! Dey was 

trap, and dey didn’t

They

n so Interesting
Si deTo make the Junior League a success 

a superintendent must 
understands children ; 
enter Into 
understa 
In their 
in their 
into their pla

elected.ovided who 
willing to

with them 
ve herself a friend 
should enter fully 

ay, In everything look out 
on life from their view point, and above 
all be thoroughly consecrated to the Mas­
ter’s service with a heart full of love for 
the children. With such a leader what 
may not a Junior League accomplish?

Oh, the possibilities that are wrapped

o their every day life, 
nd their aims, be glad 
joys, and pro- 
troubles. She

Harry's mother had given him 
and told him to peel It before 
Returning to the room after a few 

ts' absence, and seel 
she asked: “Did you pee 
Harry?"

“ Yes," answered Harry.
“ What did you do with the peelings?" 
“ Ate them.”

i an apple 
he ate it.

ng no peeling, 
il your apple,

momenMa
the


