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THE INDIVIDUAL CUP.
(Rev. E. Minter in Lutheran Obserfer.)

An article in the Observer of August
Tth, concerning the use of the “individ-
ual cups” in our holy communion, sug-
gested & query to my mind, namely: Are
there any just grounds for argument on
this subject?

Both logical and scriptural ideas pro-

HEAVEN AND HELL.

In the Bible we have the same scrip-
tural grounds for believing in hell as for
uelieving in heaven. Miny people want
to bolieve in heaven but not in heli, and
yet thoy have no more reason for one
than for the other. Jesus holds both
places up in contrast in nearly every
reference he makes to either one. In
Dar. 12 : 2 and other places in the Old
Teutament we have the two presented in

duced by the writer in the article above
dusved %0 ind mo of & & "

st a German Baptist conference
where a  difference of  opinion
between the doctors of that de

ination was di d of whether
the corner of the women's bonnet frills
should be out round or square. Conoern-
ing the cup which our Savior used in
ministering the wine to his apostles we
have no descciption, bni I doubt vary
much whether it was of the same shape
and material which the cup now in
common use for that purpose is, and to
my mind, it does not matter in the least.
The idea of the writer that the use of the
individual cup is umscciptural and “sep
arates hip” in the jon by
not all drinking from the same cup is
laying a premise which is liposeible to
follow out sccording to hie logic. The
wine of ity must be sep d to
each communicant as he partakes of the
cup, for all cannot drink the same wine
unless he assumes to be a priest and
drinks it all himeelf, which is not Luth
eran. 1 have seen inetances frequently
where four cups have been used to min
ister the wine prior 1o the introduction
of the individual cup, and no cbjections
have been raised on any such grounds
as disuniting fellowship.

To my mind, too much etress is laid
on the material things and the true idea
of our Holy Communion is lost sight of.
Jesus says, “This is my body; This my
blood.” The wine and cup are naterial
thinge, but the holy sacrament is spirit
ual, the mystical body of Christ, and is
received through the ¢lements of bread
and wine which the -‘essels contain.
But the efficacy is found ‘n the words
of the institution, “Given and shed for
you,” ete. The law of eanitation decid-
edly favors the individual cup. Where
from a dozen to a thousand partake
from the same cup, there are slways
those who are diseased in some way or
other among the number who may leave
a germ in the cup which may be disas-
trous to the one who receives it. Fur-
thermore, men who wear long moust
aches saturated with tobacco and dust,
from the street and from their horses,
who drive in from the country—these
being dragged throngh the wine in the
cup and a delicate woman mnext to re
ceive it, T could not blame any one
under such circumstances who would re-
fuse it. Since the cup has nothing to do
with the sanctity of the sacrament, sani-
tation and convenience are of next im-
P to be idered.

We are frequently called upon to
minister the communion to the sick in
their homs where the family and
friends also partake of the cup. This I
think is a very dangerous practice, to
say the least, if only one cup is used.
A ding to my und ding of this
subject, there is but one side to it, and
that is in favor of the individual cup.

We admit that the cup used in the
sacrament is & sacred vessel set apart for
sacred purposes only. But sinse we can-
not have the same cup which our Lord
used, there must be of necessity some-
where a distribution of cups from dif-
ferent denominations, and yet there is
but one church and one communion in
@God's sight. This being true, I can see
no good d for arg against the
use of the individual cup from either &
soriptura! or any other standpoint.

No man ls ever defeated until he sur-
renders.

In Matt, 18 : 8 end 9, also
chap. 25, verses 34 and 41, we have the
same contrast. And in Matt, 25 : 46 the
contrast is as close as language can
make it. “Eterpal Life and Eternal
Punishment.” The first makes very plain
that there is a heaven, & place prepared,
and that that place is eternal. We ac
cept this as true. We do not question
ite oertainty or its e‘ernal duration. And
yot we have the very same language used
with referénce to e fact of hell and its
duration, The Greek word “Alonion,”
here translated Eternal in each instance,
means the same in each instance. It
means ‘hel life or heaven shall be eter-
nal in ducation, and it means that hell
or punis) ment, including place of sep
aration, shall aleo be eternal. If, there-
fore, there is a heaven, then there i o
hell, and if the one is eternal, then the
other is eternal. Oh! let us make sure
of the one and shun the other. Let us
also try to win as many as we can from
the way that leads to the place of pun-
ishment to the path that leads to life
and glory.—Rev. P. A, Tinkham.

GOLDEN GRAIN BIBLE READINGS.
(By J. A. R, Dickson, D.D., Galt.)

The Range of Prayer.

“Whateoever ye shall ask the Father
in My name, He will give it you.'—
John xvi. 13,
Deliverance,
Tne Holy Bpirit,

Acts xii. 510.
Acts viii, 1517,

Power to witness of Christ, Acts iv, 31
Life from the dead, Acts ix. 40.
Guidance, Acts xxii. 10.
Length of life, 2 Kings xx. 386.
The favour o’ God, Psalm iv. 6.

Protection, 2 Kings xix. 15-20.
All temporal and spiritual bleseing,

1 Kings viii. 25-53.
Salvation, Acts n. 21

THE COMING OF CHRISTIANITY.

Christianity aske no favors of the
world or of ils enemies. it came unher-
alded. It was established upon its own
merits, and has fought its way, from
age to age, into recognition and power,
in spite of human opposition, ridicule,

teapt and opp! It carries
with it its own commendation or in-
dorsement, [t anewers a felt need in
the individual heart and in the social
organism. It wine the day ever present-
ing & record of noble, self-sacrificing,
beneficent and graund achi t on the
part of its followers, while blessing and
prosperi the itles where it
gains a foothold. We have no feurs for
its triumph. 1t is of God, and it can
not fail. It is a neceseity to raan, and
he must have it.—Selected.

LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS.

To be near Christ is to be near One
who in a land of light and shadow is
full of feeling for us, and able to save.
To those who learn by His Grace to lean
upon and to love Him, He becomes
Guide and Comforter and Friend, the
support in life's struggle, the resource
in life's darkest disaster, and when life
is over, by His tendernees and pity,
their exceeding great reward. There
is indeed * ' in the great
fact of the , but here as ever there
is also Light in Christ. Deep is the Val-
ley of the Shadow, but Christ Himeelf
has passed before us;—we have His
eympathy, we have His supporting love.
—Canon Knox-Little.

fum.

LIFE LESSONS FOR ME*

God—what is hel

Give some great lessoas from the life
of Joseph.

How may we become like God!

la the beginning—God. God first.
These opening words of the Bible are
illustrative of its unlikeness to all other
books. They are booke that put wman
first. The Bible puts God first, and
keeps him fisst, Otherwise the opening
words would be only profsuity.  But
from the first to the last the Bible is
the book of God and of God's govern-
ment of the world. If there are myster-
jes, as there are, the Bible refers them
back to the greatness and mystery of
God. He knows their meaning, and
must have some noble purpose which he
is fulfilling thzough them.  All those
who believe in the great spiritual prin-
ciple of the Bible will put God first. All
authority and power are his, and wecan

trust him to thl.nd
- .

The original law of life after the crea-

tion was ‘“‘each after its kind.”  Each
tree brought forth fruit after it kind,
and the seed thereof reproduce | the

tree. And men saw at once that in the
moral life the eame law was to hold.
The hate of Cain brought forth its fruit
age after its kind, and from generation
to generation the heritage of evil came
down. It was the blessed law of good
also. Love rroduced love, and goodness
yielded goodness. From the outset of
human history we see the school of God
set up and the Aiscipline of God work-
ing on men's h- s to teach them to
serve and to obey, and to chasten their
selfiehness and disobedience with all the
tender severity of a Father. *“Be not de-
ceived; God is not mocked; for whatso-
ever a man soweth, that ehall he also
reap.”
.o

The patriarchs were great because they
were the first men to believe in God, and
to walk with him in simple personal
faith. They witnessed by their lives to
the rule of God over all life, They dis-
cerned for themeelves, and began to
teach men the principle of right living,—
namely, the law of living to God. Wheth-
er the patriarchs were better men than
their neighbors or not, they had found
thestrue basis of life, and sooner or later
thelr lives and the lives of their succes-
eors would show the influence of their
discovery. Living by a true law will
make the life lived a truer life.

..

Genesis shows us God at work in his
world. He ie still at work in it. He did
not create the wo.. i and then withdraw
from it. The same power that created
it is needed and is available to eustain
ft. God is ever creating it. All life is
his doing. In the seasons, in the laws
of nature, in all good without and within
the soul, in all true geniue, in all worth
and Jove and truth, God is working still
as ot the beginning.

Are we us wise as the patriarchs to
discern thist?

Are we working with God or against
him?

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.

Mon.—Temptaation (Gen. 3 : 1-11).
Tues.—Faith and works (Gen. 6 : 13-22).
Xod.—'l'ba great surrender (Gen. 12 :
1
Thurs.—The euburbs of Sodom (Gen.
13 : 513).
Fri—Isanc, the sacrifice (Gen. 22 : 119).
&—Jnoob. the unforgotten (Gen. 28 :
1

Obstinacy and stubbornness are rather
lovely twins. i is their
popular cousin.

*Y. P. Tople, Sunday, Jan. 24, 1900
Lite lessons for me from the Bouk of
Genesis. (Gen. 1 : 18, 2631)




