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Established in the year 1854,
our business has experienced a
| steady advancement until the
| present day.

Our stock of Diamonds,
Fine Jewelry and Silverware
3s upiversally conceded to be
the largest in Canada, and our
il reputation for fair treatment
Bl of our patrons is such as to

: command confidence.

i Our bandsomely illustrated
catalogue will bring you in

tonch with our present stock

and a copy of this will be

cheerfully forwarded you upon

| RYRIE BROS,,
Yonge and Adel;-l:;;:;;rro.

il Wa prepay charges
il and refund monsy if desired.
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“It is possible that we whall meet you
| again in & few days at Oms * added
Blount.

“Jt is possible,” answered Michael,

| “gince I am going straight there.”

“Well, I wish you a safe journey, Mr.
Korpanoff,” said Alcide.

Almost immedistely the sound of a
casriage was heard outside, the doot
was dung open and a man appeared.

it was the traveler of the berlin, &
military looking man, appareatly about
forty years of age, tall, robust in fig-
ure, broad shouldered, with a strongly
set head and thick mustache meeting
red whiskers. He wore a plain uni-
form. A cavalry saber hung at his
side, and in his hand be held a short
handled whip.

“Horses,” he demanded, with the nir
of a man accustomed to command.

| *“1 have mo more disposable horses,”
| answered the postmaster, bowing.
|  *“I must have some this moment.”
“It is impossible.”
“What are those horses which bhave
| just been harnessed to the tarantass I
| saw at the door?”
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CHAPTER VIL

ADIA. with the clear per
ception of a right mind-
ed woman, ghessed that

some secret motive di-

rected all Michacl Stro

gofl's actions; that he foi

a reason unknown to b
Aid not belong to himself; that be e
pot the power of doing what bhe ce
sired. and that In this iustance especiil
Iy he Lad ko .ically sac~'“ced to duty
even L terentment at the gooss infory
Le had received.

Nadia, therefore, asked 10 expiida
uon trom Michael. Had not the nand
whicli ske bad exwpded ve hin already
replied to all that be might bave <D
able to tell her?

Michuel remained silext all the even
ing. The postmaster not being abie to
supply them with fresh Rorses until

| *“They belong to this traveler,” an-
| swered the postmaster, pointing to Mi-
| chael Strogoff.

| “Take them out! sald the traveler
| in & tone which admitted of no reply.

{ Michael then ad vanced.

|  “These borses are engaged by me”
| he said.

| “What does that matter? 1 must
| have them. Come, be quick; I have no
| time to lose.” i

“] have mno time to ldse either,” re-

but restraining himself with difficulty.
Nadia was near him, calm also, but

would have been better to avoid.
“Enough!” said the traveler.
Then, going ¥p to the postmaster:
“Let the horses be taken out of the
tarantass and put into my beriin,” he
exclaimed, with a threatening gesture.
The postmaster, much embarrassed,

to resist the unjust demands of the
traveler.

Michael hesitated an instant. He did
pot wish to make use of his podorojih,
which would have drawn attention to

journey, and yet it was important not
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compromise his mission.
| The two reporters looked at him,
| ready to support him should he appeal
to them.

ing his tone more than would be suit-
able for a plain Irkutsk merchant.
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| The traveler advanced toward Mi- |

chael and laid his band beavily on his
| shoulder.

“Is it 807" he said fn a rough volce.
“You will not glve up your horses to
me?’

“No,” answered Michael

}
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whichever of us is able to start. De-

{ youl” 4

self before Michael
Blount and Alecide Jolivet advanced

toward him.

ly, folding his arms across his chest.
“You will not fight?”
“No.” '
“Xot even after this?’ exclaimed the

| with the handle of the whip. At this

fnsult Michael turned deadly pale. His
| hands moved convulsively, as Iif he
| would have knocked the brute down.
But by a tremendous effort he master-
ed himself. A duel! It was more than
a delay; It was perhaps the fallure of
{ his mission. It would be better to
| 1ose some hours. Yes, but to swallow
this affront!

“Will you fight now, coward?’ re-
peated the traveler, adding coarseness
to brutality.

“No,” answered Michael, without
moving, but looking the other straight
in the face.

“The borses this moment,” sald the
man and left the room. The postmas-
ter followed him.

The effect produced on the reporters
by this incident was not to Michael's
advantage. Their discomfiture was vis-
ible. How could this strong young

plied Michael, endeavoring to be calm, |

secretly uneasy at a scene which it |

did not know whom to obey and looked |
at Michael, who evidently had the right |

him, and he was most unwilling either
by giving up his horses to delay his- |

to engage in a struggle which might |

“My horses will remain in my car- |
| riage,” sald Michael, but without rais- !

“Very well, then they shall belong to |
| fend yourself, for 1 shall not spare |

S0 saying the traveler drew his saber |
from its sheath, and Nadia threw her- |

“I shall not fight,” said Michael quiet- |

| traveler, and before any one could pre- |
vent him he struck Michael's' shoulder |

the Lext morning, & whole night must
be passed at the house. Madia éould
prodt by it to take seme rest, and a
room was therefore prgpared for her.

The young girl wo no doubt uave
preferred not to leave ber companion,
but she felt that he would rather be
alone, and she made ready to go to ber
room.

Just as she was aboul to retire she
could not refrain from going up to Mi
| chael to say good night.

“Brother,” she whispered.

But he checked her with a gesture.
| The girl sighed and left the room.
Michael Strogoff did not Tie down.
| He could not have slept even for an
! pour. The place on which he bad been
| struck by the brutal traveler felt like
a burn.

“For my country and the Father,” he
| wuttered as be ended his evening pray-

er.
He especially felt a great wish to
know who was the man who bad
struck him, whence he came and whére
he was going. As to bis face, the fea-
tares of it were so deeply engraved on
his memory that he had no fear of
ever forgetting them.

Michael at last asked for the post-
master. The latter, a Siberian of the
| old type, came directly and, looking
rather contemptuously at the young
i man, waited to be questioned.

“You belong to the country?” asked
Michael. H

.‘Ye‘-" ¢

“Do you know that man who took
my horses?”

NNO"U

“Had you never seen him before?”

“Never.”

“Who do you think he was?”

“A man who knows how to make
| nimself obeyed.”
| _Michael fixed bis plercing gaze upon

the Siberian, but the other did not
| quall before it.

“Deo you dare to judge me?” exclaim-
| ed Michael.

“Yes,” answered the Siberian, “for
there are some things that even a plain
merchant cannot receive without re-
turning.”
| “Blows?”’
|  “Blows, young man. I am of an age
| and strength to tell yo1 so.”

Michael went up to the pestmaster
and laid his two powerful hands.on his
shoulders.

Then Jn a peculiarly calm tone he
sald:

“Be off, my friend; be off!
kill you.”

The postmaster understood this time.

“I like him better for that,” he mut-
tered as he retired without adding an-
other word.

At 8 o’clock the next morning, the
24th of July, three strong horses were
Larnessed to the tarantass, Michael
and Nadia took thelr places, and Ichim,
with its disagreéable remembrances,
was soon left far behind.

The next day, July 25, at 8 o’clock in
the morning, the tarantass arrived at
the posthouse in Tioukalmsk, baving
accomplished a distance of 120 versts
! it had crossed the Ichim.

rapidly changed horses. Here,
Kowever, for the first time the driver

1 could
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twenty versts distant.
The Irtish is a large river and ope of
the principal of those shich flow to-
ward the morth of Asia.. Rising in the
Atal mountains, it flows from the
southeast to the northwest and emp-
ties itself into the Obl after & course of
nearly 7,000 versts.
At this time of year, when all the
rivers of the Siberian basin are much
swollen, the waters of the Irtish were
very high. In consequence the current
was changed to a regular torrent, ren-
dering the passage difficult enough. A
swimmer could not have crossed, how-
ever powerful & one he might be, and
even in & ferryboat there would be
some daoger.
But Michael and Nadia, determined
to brave all perils whatever they might
be, €!d ust dream of shrinking from
this one.
However, Michael proposed to his
young companion that he should cross
first, embarking in the ferryboat with
the tarantass and horses, as he feared
that the weight of this load would ren:
der it less safe. After landing the car-
riage on the opposite bank he would
return and fetch Nadia.
Jhe girl refused. It would be the
@ .ay of an bour. and she would not
ro. her safety alone be the cguse of it
The ¢mbarkation was made not with-
out & Sieunliy, for tka banks were parily

wouds] and the Loat could not gt in
DeLTr ¢ .
However. after bglf an hour’s axer

tlon the Lostiwen got the tarantass and
‘he thwee horses on boamd. Michael,
Nadia &cd the driver embarked aiso.
ind they shoved off.

ror a few minutes all went well. A
‘ittie way up the river the current was
wroken by a long point projecting from
the pank znd formed ap eddy easily
arossed by the boat. The two Poarmen
propelled their barge with lang noles,
which they handled cleverly, bhut as
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they gained the middie of the siream
1t grew deeper and deeper nutil at last
they could only just reach rh» botiom.
I'ne ends of the poles were only a foot
above the water, which rendered thelr
use {ifficult and insuflicient. Michael
and Nadia, seated in the ='r of the
voai and always in dread of a delay,
watched the boatmen with some un-
easiness,

“4.00% out!” ecried one of them to his
couirade,

The shout was occasioned hy the new
direction the boat was rapid'y taking.
it had got into the direct current and
wiis being swept down the river, By
diligent use of the poles, priting the
ends in a serles of notches cut below
tue gunwale, the boatmen mapaged to
keep thelr craft against the stream and
slowly urged it in a slanting direction
toward the right bank.

‘Ihey calculated on reaching It some
five or six versts below the landing
piice; but, after all, that would not
matter so leng as men and beasts could
Gisembark without accldent,.” The two
stoiut boatmen, stimulated, moreover,
by the promise of double fare, did not
doubt of succeeding in this difficult
passage of the Irtish.

ut they reckoned without an inel-
dent which they were powerless to pre-
vent. and peither thelr zeal nor their
skillfulness could under the circum-
stances have done wore,

The boat was in the middle of the
current at nearly equal distances from
either shore and being carried down at
tiie rate of two versts an hour when
Michael, springing to his feet, bent Lis
gaze up the river,

Several boats, alded b,
as by the current, were
Jdown upon- them.

Michael’'s brow confracted, and an ex-
clamation escaped him

“What is the matter?” asked the girl.

But before Michael had time to reply
one of the boatmen exclaimed in an ac-
ceat of terror:

“The Tartars! The Tartars!”

They were indeed boats full of sol-
diers, and in a few minutes they must
reach the ferryboat, it being too heav-
ily laden to escape from them.

The terrified boatmen uttered excla-
mations of despair and dropped thelr
poles,

“Courage, my friends!” cried Michael.
“Courage! Fifty rubles for you if we

oars as well
ming swiftly

covertake us!l” i
Incited by these words, the boatme
sgaln worked manfully away, but It
soon became evident that they could

ot egeape the Tartars.
It was

On the contrary, there was everything
to be feared from robbers such as
these,
"Dpnothoth‘l!d.ltdh.".ﬂll-
chael, “but be ready for anything.”
“I am ready,” Ni
“Even to throw youfself into the wa-
ter when I tell you

!

reach the right bank before the boats
:

acarcely Drobable that they |
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Every stitth made with
Corticelli sewing silk will

stand a seven-pound
strain without breaking-

Fifteen stitches in an
inch makes a seam 10§
pounds strong.

And there are no flaws
or weak spots. 53

Full letter *“*A,” 50 or
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Costs no more than the
common, breaking, tan-
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Is the Ideal Rapid Transit. 4 3

LONG DISTANCE -
EQUIPMENT : :

Increases the speed and
cuts down over time charges

The Bell Telephone Co,,
Of Gamada.
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Thos. Martin & Son’

B akers

Manning’s Bakery,

Grant Strect, North Chathaw. Box 56}

Orders for Confectionery for private
families will receive prompt
and careful attention,
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TAKE YOUR SOILED_LINEN
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PARISIAN
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Are you interested im McConnell's
specials ! If not, why not !

4 lbs. Prunes for 25¢c.

Corn Starch, 6c. per package.
4 lbs. Starch, 25e.

74b. Pails Jam, S0ec.

Pickles, fc. per bottle.

Fresh Cooking Figs, 5c. per Ib f
2 1bs. Broken Leaf Jap, Tea, 25¢c., a :
snap. i

4 1bs. Soda Biscuits, 25e.

A lot of Be. bars Soap for 3c., good
and dry. > ‘

Our blend Coffee at 15¢. per lb. is
having quite a run.

Crockery

A quantity of Dinner, Tea,
Chamber Sets at cut prices.

Also China, Opal and Glassware for
presents.

Lamps sold near cost for the day.
Call and see the goods.

J. McConnel,

PARK STREET.
Teleghons 190.

and

h  Ransan |
Sewer Pipeand i
Portland Cement
B LE R T B
Joba H. Oldershav,

Welllagten St. Near Harrison Mall
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