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made dimeulties about starting, declar- 
ing that detachments of Tartars were 
roving across the steppe and that trav- elers, horses and carriages would be e • 
fine prize for such robbers..

Only by dint of a large bribe could 
Michael get over the unwillingness of 
the driver. for In this instance, as in 
many others, be did not wish to show 
his podorojna. The last ukase, having 
been transmitted by” telegraph, was 
known tn the Siberian provinces, and ■ 
Russian specially exempted from obey­
ing these orders would certainly hare 
drawn public attention to himself. ■ 
thing above all to be avoided by the 
ezar’s courier. As to the driver's hesi­
tation, either the rascal traded on the 
traveler’s impatience or be really bad 
good reason to fear some misfortune.

However, at last the tarantass start- 
ed and made such good way that by 3 
In the afternoon it bad reached Kou- 
latsinskoe, eighty versts farther on. 
An hour after this it was on the banks 
of the Irtish. Omsk was now only 
twenty versts distant.

The Irtish is a large river and one of 
the principal of those which flow to­
ward the north of Asia. Rising in the 
Atal mountains, it flows from the 
southeast to the northwest and emp­
ties Itself Into the Obi after a course of 
nearly 7,000 versts.

At this time of year, when all the 
rivers of the Siberian basin are much 
swollen, the waters of the Irtish were 
very high. In consequence the current 
was changed to a regular torrent, ren­
dering the passage difficult enough. A 
swimmer could not have crossed, how­
ever powerful a one he might be, and 
even In a ferryboat there would be 
some danger.

But Michael and Nadia, determined 
to brave all perils whatever they might 
be. Aid ust dream of shrinking from 
tide one.

However, Michael proposed to his 
young companion that be should cross 
first, embarking In the ferryboat with 
the tarantass and horses, as be feared 
that the weight of this load would ren 
tier It less safe. After landing the car­
riage on the opposite bank he would 
return and fetch Nadia.

The girl refused. It would be the 
d..ay of an hour, and she would not 
tor her safety alone be the cause of It

The embarkation was made not with- 
out d.Stmlly. for the banks were partly 
moodei and the boat could not get in
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Novgorod, she said: .; ° 
“Your hand, brother.”
And at the same time her hand with 

an almost maternal gesture wiped away 
a tear which sprung to her compan­
ion's eyes.

CHAPTER VII.
ADIA. With the clear per­

ception of a right mind- 
ed woman, guessed that 
some secret motive di­
rected all Michael Stro- 
golf’s actions; that be for 
a reason unknown to her 

did not belong to himself; that be had 
oot the power of doing what be Ge 
sired, aad that in this instance especial 
ly he Lad h sically sacriSced to duty 
even his resentment at the gross Infor 
be had received.

Nadia, therefore, asked to explace 
tion from Michael. Had not the hand 
which she bad cx A-pded r hira already 
replied to all that be might have been 
able to tell her?

Michael remained silent all the even 
Ing. The postmaster not being able to 
supply them with fresh horses until 
the next morning, a whole night must 
be passed at the house. Nadia could 
pront by it to take some rest, and a 
room was therefore prepared for her.

The young girl would no doubt have 
preferred not to leave her companion, 
but she felt that he would rather be 
alone, and she made ready to go to her 
room.....

Just as she was about to retire she 
could not refrain from going up to Ml 
chael to say good night.

“Brother,” she whispered.
But he checked her with a gesture. 

The girl sighed and left the room.
Michael Strogoff did not Tie down. 

He could not have slept even for an 
hour. The place on which be had been 
struck by the brutal traveler felt like
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THE FAC-SIMILE SIGNATURE OF
handled whip.

“Horses,” be demanded, with the air 
'of a man accustomed to command.

“I have no more disposable horses," 
answered the postmaster, bowing.

"I must have some this moment."
“It la impossible.”
“What are those horses which bare 

just been harnessed to the tarantass I 
saw at the door?”

“They belong to this traveler," an­
swered the postmaster, pointing to Mi­
chael Strogoff.

“Take them out!” said the traveler 
in a tone which admitted of no reply.

Michael then advanced.
“These horses are engaged by me," 

he said.
“What does that matter? I must 

have them. Come, be quick; 1 have no 
time to lose.” -
1 bave no time to lose either, re­

plied Michael, endeavoring to be calm, 
but restraining himself with difficulty.

Nadia was near him, calm also, but
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of Canada. 06000000000000000000000099
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Of Canada.

Thos. Martin & Son 1near ebouch.
However, after half an hour's ever 

tion the boatmen got the tarantass end 
the three horses on board. Michael, 
Nadia and the driver embarked also, 
and they shoved off.

For a few minutes all went well. A 
•ittie way up the river the current was 
broken by a long point projecting from

secretly uneasy at a acene which It 
would bare been better to avoid.

“Enough!” said the traveler.
Then, going «p to the postmaster: 
“Let the horses be taken out of the 

tarantass and put into my berlin, be

e

Bakers: 
Manning’s Bakery, $ 

Grant Street, North Chatham. Box 561 $ 

Orders for Confectionery for private + 
families will receive prompt $ 

and careful attention.

a burn.
“For my country and the Father," he 

exclaimed, with a threatening gesture. | muttered as be ended his evening pray- BBC GOODYEARSThe postmaster, much embarrassed, er.
did not know whom to obey and looked He especially felt a great wish to 
at Michael, who evidently had the right know who was the man who bad

|to resist the unjust demands of the struck him, whence be came and where crossed by the bout. The two bontuen 
traveler. he was going. As to his face, the fea-

Michael hesitated an instant. He did tares of it were so deeply engraved on 
not wish to make use of his podorojna, his memory that he bad no fear of 
which would have drawn attention to ever forgetting them.

Michael at last asked for the post- 
master. The latter, a Siberian of the 
old type, came directly and, looking 
rather contemptuously at the young

the bank and formed an eddy easily

propelled their barge with long notes, 
which they handled cleverly, but as PATENT 

BEST LNEE P WEARERS
ONT),, 
CADENA

they gained the middle of the stream 
It grew deeper and deeper notil at last 
they could only just reach the bottom. 
The ends of the poles were only a foot 
above the water, which rendered their 
use difficult and insufficient. Michael 
and Nadia, seated In the stern of the 
boat and always in dread of n delay, 
watched the boatmeu with some un- 
easiness.

“Look out!" cried one of them to his 
comrade.

The shout was occasioned by the new 
direction the boat was rapidly taking.

•0090000009 000000000
him, and he was most unwilling either 
by giving up his horses to delay his- 
journey, and yet it was Important not 
to engage in a struggle which might 
compromise his mission.

The two reporters looked at him, 
ready to support him should he appeal 
to them.

BEST
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man, waited to be questioned.
“You belong to the country?" asked

Michael.
"Yes."
“Do you know that man who took

You May Need

Pain-Killer CANADIAN RUBBER CO.
“My horses will remain in my car­

riage," said Michael, but without rais­
ing his tone more than would be suit- 
able for a plain Irkutsk merchant

The traveler advanced toward Mi­
chael and laid his band heavily on his

my horses?"
“No.” -
“Had you never seen him before?"
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It had got into the direct current and 
was being swept down the river. By 
diligent use of the poles, putting the 
ends in a series of notches cut below 
the gunwale, the boatmen managed to 
keep their craft against the stream and 
slowly urged It in a slanting direction 
toward the right bank.

They calculated on reaching It some 
five or six versts below the landing 
place; but. after all, that would not 
matter so long as men and beasts could 
disembark without accident. The two 
stout boatmen, stimulated, moreover, 
by the promise of double fare, did not 
doubt of succeeding in this difficult 
passage of the Irtish.

But they reckoned without an Inci­
dent which they were powerless to pre­
vent, and neither their zeal nor their 
skillfulness could under the circum- 
stances have done more.

The boat was in the middle of the 
current at nearly equal distances from 
either shore and being carried down at 
the rale of two versts au hour when 
Michael, springing to his feet, bent his 
gaze up the river.

Several boats, aided by oars as well 
sb by the current, were coming swiftly 
down upon- them.

Michael’s brow contracted, and an ex­
clamation escaped him.

"What is the matter?" asked the girl.
But before Michael bid time to reply 

one of the boatmen exclaimed in an ac­
cent of terror:

"The Tartars! The Tartars!"
They were indeed boats full of sol- 

diers, and In a few minutes they must 
reach the ferryboat. It being too heav­
ily laden to escape from them.

The terrified boatmen uttered excla­
mations of despair and dropped their 
poles.

“Courage, my friends!" cried Michael. 
“Courage! Fifty rubles for you If we 
reach the right bank before the boats 
overtake us!"

Incited by these words, the boatmen 
again worked manfully away, but It 
soon became evident that they could 
not escape the Tartars.
It was scarcely probable that they 

would pass without attacking them. 
On the contrary, there was everything 
to be feared from robbers such as 
these.

“Do not be afraid, Nadia,” said Ml- 
chael, "but be ready for anything.”

"I am ready," replied Nadia.
"Even to throw yourself Into the wa­

ter when I tail you?"
“Whenever you tell me.” / 
“Have confidence In me. Nadia.” 
“I have Indeed.” ..__,

To be Continued. 1.

Minard’s Liniment Cures Burns, etc.
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“Never.”
"Who do you think he was?"
"A man who knows bow to make 

himself obeyed."
Michael fixed his piercing gaze upon 

the Siberian, but the other did not 
quail before it

“Do you dare to judge me?" exclaim­
ed Michael.

“Yes,” answered the Siberian, “for 
there are some things that even a plain 
merchant cannot receive without re­
turning." ■

“Blows?”
“Blows, young man. I am of an age 

and strength to tell you so.’ a
Michael went up to the postmaster 

and laid his two powerful hands on his 
shoulders.

Then in a peculiarly calm tone be

"Be off. my friend; be off! I could 
kill you.”

The postmaster understood this time.
• “I like him better for that,” he mut­
tered as be retired without adding an­
other word.

At 8 o’clock the next morning, the 
24th of July, three strong horses were 
harnessed to the tarantass. Michael 
and Nadia took their places, and Ichim, 
with its disagreeable remembrances, 
was soon left far behind.

The next day, July 25, at 3 o'clock in 
the morning, the tarantess arrived at 
the posthouse In Tioukalmsk, having 
accomplished a distance of 120 versts 
since it bad crowed the Ichim.

They rapidly changed horses. Here, 
however, for the first time the driver

shoulder.
“Is it so?" be said in a rough voice. 

“You will not give up your horses to 
me?"

"No," answered Michael.
“Very well, then they shall belong to 

whichever of us is able to start. De­
fend yourself, for I shall not spare 
your A.

So saying the traveler drew his saber 
from Its sheath, and Nadin threw her­
self before Michael.

Blount and Alcide Jolivet advanced 
toward him.

“I shall not fight," said Michael quiet­
ly. folding bls arms across bls chest.

“You will not fight?"
“No.”
"Not even after this?" exclaimed the

Itis a sure, safe and quick remedy.

There’s only one PAIN-KILLER 
PERRY Davis’.

Two sizes, 25e. and 50c. FOR JAN. 4,
19021902
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traveler, and before any one could pre­
vent him be struck Michael's shoulder 
with the handle of the whip. At this 
insult Michael turned deadly pale. His 
hands moved convulsively, as if be 
would have knocked the brute down. 
But by a tremendous effort be master­
ed himself. A duel! It was more than 
a delay; it was perhaps the failure of 
his mission. It would be better to 
low some hours. Yes, but to swallow 
this affront!

"Will you fight now, coward?" re­
peated the traveler, adding coarseness 
to brutality.

“No,” answered Michael, without 
moving, but looking the other straight 
in the face.

"The horses this moment," said the 
man and left the room. The postmas- 
ter followed him.

The effect produced on the reporters 
by this incident was not to Michael's 
advantage. Their discomfiture was vis­
ible. How could thia strong young 
man allow himself to be struck like 
that and not demand satisfaction for 
such an insult? They contented them- 
selves with bowing to him and retired.

A moment afterward the noise of 
wheels and the cracking of a whip 
showed that the berlin, drawn by the 
tarantass’ horses, was driving rapidly 
away from the posthouse.

Nadia, unmoved, and Michael, still 
quivering, remained alone in the room.

The courier of the czar, his arms 
crossed over his chest, was seated mo­
tionlew as a statue. However, a color 
which could not have been the blush 
of shame bad replaced the paleness on 
hla manly countenance.

Nadia did not doubt that powerful 
reasons alone could bare allowed him 
to suffer so greet a humiliation from 
such a man.

Then, going up to him as be had come 
to her in the police elation at Niini
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to Catch you -

Have a bottle of

Radley’s Cough Balsam 
is the house to catch and cure 

the cold.
A few doses relieves the cough and allays 
the irritation Part of a battle usually 
euros. If after using half a bottle it fails 
in your particular case return the bottle 
and your money will be refunded.
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•♦*♦•< The four-square plan means that all 

customers regardless of rank or 
station, receive the same careful at- 
tention and treatment at our store. 
We are as particular with the child 
who is sent to purchase some small 
article, as we are with the experienc­
ed adult. We never substitute infer­
ior drugs when filling your doctor’s 
prescriptions. We never recommend 
the “something Just *• good."

Sure and Unfailing
Under all circumstances of sickness 

and disease, Paine’s Celery Compound 
is safe, sure and unfailing. It clean- 
ses and purifies the blood, braces the 
nerves, corrects digestion, and builds 
up those who are weak and rundown. 
If you are nervous or sleepless, try 
one bottle; the result will surprise 
you. Our stock of Paine’s Celery 
Compound is always fresh and pure.

C. H. Guan & 0 ».. Druggists, Chat-
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