
tlu!rn8ulvc« «K l«j,n»lutoi'H. The (Joneral Confercuw) pluii of
K'j;islati<)ii Hccuroh the cUurcli n;,'uiiifit nil thcHc, by nll<)wiii<r

tho opportunity of l^iHjation to occur only oiico hi four ycarw

;

i thus when any porson j,rct«.ovcr anxious todiHtin^inh hluiNclf

UH a lo^MHlatlvc j^eniuw, ho must wait four yeuri Ijoftuo ho can
exhibit hiH ability in that capacity. Hin zeal thuH guts an
••pportunity to ubatw, antl jjcncrally disappcarH. Wo dro toW
that the annualplon ofJejifiHlation huH an ndvantaj^o in facili-

tating ini|K>rtaiit enactniehts without having to await tho return
of a quadrennial Conference, (iood lawn, it \h true, can never
be obtained too soon, and bad ouch can never bo deferred too
long. A» human judgment is weak, and extonHivoJy liable to

urr, it becQn»es prudent to weigh well every wubject u|)ou

which wo are called to take action. Wo therefore couj^idcr

the (General Conference plan \^11 adapted to our natures and
circumstances. As there is far more danger in too precipitate
.notion, than there is in too groat delay, we conclude the weight
«f argument is in favour of the four yeai-s plan. Again, new
laws always require more caro in their execution than old
ones, and therefore, at fir.Kt, are seldom as well executed.
This loads many to suppose them to bo inferior to those pre-

viously in force, and, if the opportunity is^presentetl^innjfFort

will be made to effect mother change, tins cbirdemning a

measure without givingJtan impartial trial. We are decidedly
opposed to any change in ecclesiastical polity, excepting on
mature reflection it is considered for the best ; and then when
such changoji are made, we arc of the opinion they should
have a fair trial, by continuing theni in existence long enough
to tept fairly their utility. :

The wisdom of this plan of legislation may be farther seen
in tho fact, that tho M. :K. Church in the United States,

although as large, numerically, as all the non-Episcopai
M^thodi^t Churches in the world, and properly the oldest of
rtil in a separate existence, has had only about one-half tho

X

^

number of secessions from her ranks that the Wesleyaiis have
suffered

; and yet she has multiplied with more astonishing

J


