
!' .5^

r^

];? '. '

\W^

>i-ai

' ' ' .•• .
' ' :'

of error and it clathes him with tho now man who according

to God is created injustice and in hoUness of truth" (Ephes.

iv c. 24 V.) As the fii'st Adam hcung tho head of the human

race involved it in his fall and communicated io/it sih and

death, so the new Adam, Jesus Christ, the ho^^pf redeemed

and regenerated mankind communicates teTtiiem his divina

life through baptism first, and then tlp^gh Penance. This

is what St. Paul means when he savK^'as in Adam all die,

BO also in Christ all shall be made alive (Ist Corn, xv c. 22 y.)

and also when in several places he tuaeheHthat in Christ we are

made "new creatures.*' And this newcreation effected by God

through the sacrament of his inHnite pity and compassion is a

more gracious and moire beneficent exercise of divme omnipo-

tence, gooilness, and mercy, than the material creation, than all

^he glories of the heavens and all the varied beauties spread

iiroad on the face" of nature. This is doubtless the mind of

.the Church when she declares that the re-crtation or rei^orm-

ation of man through the redemption is more wonderful an^

more glorious than his original creation (/)/??fs quihumamn'

guhatantiae dignitatem mirahllUfr covdidiati et mirabilius

refotmanti.)

.Mortal sin not only strikes tlio. soul dead but it also de-

stroys all the merits the sinner may have acquired and accu-

mulated during years spent in a state of grace and in the

exercise of good and holy works. It is a doctrine of faith

thatgoo(Ltha4is, supernatural works, done in a state of grace,

are, by tn^frewappointment and good-will of God meritorious

of eternal life and of proportioriato degrees of glory in h,eaven.

So that every man who .does acts of fait^ or charity or\ self-

denial or piety will receive a reward both in this life and the

next according to those actions. Every person who performs

acts of virtue will receive an increase of virtue and of grace

in this life; and hereafter, as the Council of f'loreiic^ defines,

the glory of thd blessed shall be in proportion to the measure

of their charity on earth. There is a link of connection

between the measure of our charity here and the measure of


