
Ul A MIDSUMMIB-inOHT'S DBIAM

(6) 1004-1600. During Ibii pwiod niMt of th« gt—i oomadlM and
th* Bn^h hiatorioal pUya ww prodaoed. To thia period bdoog,
A MidtmmmtrJfighet Dream, The 2ferektmt c/ VaUee, A» Tou Likt IL
Bkhard II., Hmr^ 17., ud Hemy 7.

(e) ieOO-1606. Daring thia period mort of tha gnat tngediea war*
prodooad. To thia period baloag to Jvlim Catar, Hamia, OthMo,
Kimg Ltar and Maebtth.

(d) IflOe-ieia ThlaiaaperiodoflatertrugedyMidofeerioiiaoomedy.
To thia period belong, AnUmy and Cleopatra, Coriolannu, Cymbdint,
TUTea^imttaiiA WitUer'tTale.

Shakaapeare himaelf took no mdna to praaenre hia pkya in peiuanaat
fofin. In all only fifteen of hia playa were printed daring hia lifetime.
Ia 1628, howerer, aeven yeva after his death, a oomplete oolleotion of
hia playa, thirty-aiz in all, wara puUiahed in what ia known aa Th*
Woliotf legs.

Not!.—A folio page ia about the aua of on ordinary pege of foolaoap
(aboot iyx9Y), formed by folding the printer'a aheet of paper once.
Whan the printer'a aheet ia divided into four parts, the aize of paga
fa kiuiwn aa quaHo ; when divided into eight parts it ia octavo ; when
dlTided into twelve parte it ia duodecimo. The pUya which were
I«intad daring Shakespeare's lifetime were pabliahad in qaartoTdamaa,M diatingaiahad from the later folioa.

The Theatre in Bhakeerpeare's Time.
The first theatre in London was built in 1676, and waa known aa

The Theatre. Both thia and other theatrea which followed. The Curtain,
The Globe, Blaokfriars, and others, were built outside the city limits in
order to escape the restrictions which were pkced on the theatre by
the Puritans. Most of the theatres were frame structures which were
open to the sky, the only roofed part being the stage, or, at most, the
raiaed aeats next the walla. The better class of people occupied aeata
in tue bozM overiooking the stage, or sat oa stools or reclined on the
mshea on the ioor of the stage itself. The floor of the pit waa merely
hard earth, and it waa not provided with seats. The admission to the
pit waa only a penny, and here the rabble crowded together, jostled
aaeh other, oracked nnta, ato apples, and laughed and joked and made
apwtof thaaotora.

The performance of the play begai^ at three rfclook In the afternoon,
and tisaally lasted two or three hours. The stage was hung with Uack


