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coat, to wander oil' by tlio Lon<»" Parks, instead

of at once returninn- to TIllvloss.

I (11(1 not take William over the ground cov-

ered by Ilai»<;art dnrini>' the .ext three days;

indeed, the oreat ])art of it is oidy known

to nieby valine report. Tamnuis doubtless had

no n(,ti()n when he ran away, as one nii<»ht call

ii, from Chirsty, that he would sleej) next night

thirty miles from Thrums At the back of the

hous( of Auchtersmellie, however, he fell in

with a wandering- tailor, bound for a glen farm,

where six weeks' work awaited him. He vas

not a man of these parts, but Tanmias offered

to walk a few miles with him, and ended 1 y
going the whole way. Of Haggart's experi-

ences at this tinu» I know much, but none of

them is visible beside the surprising event that

sent him homewards striding.

It takes one aback to think that Ilaggart

misfht never have been a humorist had not one

of the buttons fallen olf his coat. The im-

mediate effect of this was dramatic rather than

humorous. The tailor picked up the button to

sew it on to the coat agahi, but surprised by its

weight had the curiosity to tear its linen eover-

inir with his scissors. Then he drew in his


