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in the West Indies to the United States in 1772, a hoy of fifteen, ho
soon lK><,'an to iiiake liis j^wer felt, and in 1774, .-;tiil a small, slender
lad, he made a striking speech before a great meeting in New York, in

which he denomiced (ireat Ih'itain, called upon the colonies to resist,

"and described the waves of rebellion sparkling with fire, and washing
back upon the shores of England the wrecks of her power, her wealth,
and lier glory."

This wonderful \»>y grew into a remarkable man. When the
war broke out, he entered the army and fought with distinguished
valor in the battles from Brooklyn to Trenton and Princeton. He
afterwards became military secretary to Washington, and showed that
he could write as ably as he could tight. .\t Yorktown be was in
arms again, and made a brilliant attack on the Briti.^h works. The
war ended, be took an active part in striving to adjust the wrecked
finances of the country, aiding Rolx'it Morris in this work. The first

bank of the United States was suggested by him. No man was more
active than he in bringing about the convention to form a lunv Consti-
tution, and no man aid"d it more with voice and pen. llis papers,
published in the Fedrntlixt, are the most valuable parts of our Consti-
tutional history. His speedies on the same suiyect are welcome
additions t oratory. His work as a mendjer of Washington's
cabniet wa- 1 praise. As a lawyer, he was among the ablest

the country
^ o.sessed. And when, in 1S04, he fell a victim to the

bullet of Aaron I5urr, the whole land put on sackcloth and ashes for

the loss of its ablest statesman and linancier. His name will always
stand high in the list of those eminent citizens to whom this country
owes its greatness and its prosperity.
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THE NEW CONSTITUTION

[Hamilton's work for the Constitution was not confined to his labors leading
up to it and on the floor of the Convention, and his brilliant writings in its defence.
Still more able were his efforts to overcome the bitter opposition in the State of New
York to the ratification of the new Constitution. Day after day, and week after
week he worked in the New York Convention, fixhting the enemies of that invaluable
state paper with voice and pen, showing the fatal defects of the old Confederation and
the ruin that would come upon the country if the Constitution were not adopted and
the Union formed, and finally winning against the marshalled forces of ite foes. From
his many speeches ou this subject we are obliged to content ourselves with a brief
extract in illustration of his style.]


