
INTRODUCTION.

[t is the nature of great events to obscure the

great events that came before them. The Seven

Years War in Europe is seen but dimly through

revolutionary convulsions and Napoleonic tem-

pests ; and the same contest in America is half

lost to sight behind the storm-cloud of the War

of Independence. Few at this day see the mo-

mentous issues involved in it, or the greatness of

the danger that it averted. The strife that armed

all the civilized world began here. " Such was

the complication of political interests," says Vol-

taire, " that a cannon-shot fired in America could

give the signal that set Europe in a blaze." Not

quite. It was not a cauEon-shot, but a volley

from the hunting-pieces of a few backwoodsmen,

commanded by a Virginian youth, George Wash-

ington.

To us of this day, the result of the American

part of the war seems a foregone conclusion. It

was far from being so ; and very far from being

so regarded by our forefathers. The numerical

superiority of the British colonies was offset by

organic weaknesses fatal to vigorous and united

action. Nor at the outset did they, or the mother-


