The .coming session of |
Parliament is likely to
have something to do
with the claims of the
western provinces in
connection with their resources.,

When the provinces were establish-

ed, the Government of Canada, |
which had bought the land from the |
HudSon's Bay Company, retainédthe
administration in its own hands,
agreeing' to pay each of the pro-

vinces a sum of money in yearly |
grunts in compensation for the loss.
of what they never possessed. ,Alll
the cost of surveys, advertising and |
securing settlers for the lands were |
paid out of the national treasury. |
‘When the provinces began to ﬂnd‘
their expenditures ( exceeding their
incomes and that taxation was un-

popular, their governments thought |
‘to get more money by getting the

lands and all that pertained to them '
into their control. Negotiations were

begun and kept up for some years.

Last February, Mr. Mackenzie King,

for the Government of Canada, in-

vited the provinces concerned to pre- |
sent their cases. The Winnipeg ¥ree !
Press gives the following as the
situation at present:

* Manitoba was ready to present
its case which was the result of a
thorough and exhaustive study of
the subject in its historical and con-
stitutional aspects, and the central
feature of which was the claim that
Manitoba should be recognized as the
rightful owner of all her lands and
other natural resources when the
province was erected in 1871 and
that she has, therefore, a right to
compensation for all lands alienated
by the Dominion Government—due
allowance being made, of course, for
payments by the Dominion in lieu
of lands and for the expenses to the
Dominion Government of adminis-
tering the resources in Manitoba,
Behind this case, as prepared by the
Norris Government, all parties in the
province were united and negotia-
tions were  entered into at Ottawa,
as a result of which it was an-
nounced that- there had been an
agreement on principle and that
Manitoba would be put on the same
footing as the eastern provinces in
regard to natural resources. It has
been and is assumed that the
Dominion Government admits the
right of this province to be compen-
sated for lands that have been alien-
ated and the proceeds applied to:
Dominion purposes. The detailed:
manner of working out this settle-
ment on principle remains as a fur-
ther subject for negotiation.

“With Saskatchewan and Alberta
the situation is more complicated,
since they were made provinces only
in 1905 after much of their resources
had already been alienated. They ave
claiming compensation for such re-
sources as well as for those alien-
ated since 1905. These provinces, it
is understood, have been asked to
state their position in regard to cer-
tain features of the situation, and
Alberta, at least, ‘has not yet re-
plied. The issue is regarded by the
western provinces as one ef vital
importance. They have been waliting
for years to recover their natural
resources, but they do not merely
want the remnant of their resources
and to let the matter end there, They
want a just settlement based on
their full censtitutional rights-—the
ls‘n.me rlght:d u‘the eu‘:;prn provinces

ve enjoyed since original es-
| tablishment.” ﬂ'ﬁ " oe
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The feeling that there
is too much legislation
in Canada, as in other
democratic countries, is
voiced, among others,
by the Kingston Standard, which
has on the subject the following:
“1t is noticeable how muech the
idea is growing that (there is too
much government. People are get-
madh 50 WISk & TRt ey Sl
which a very ropor-

tion of them object, and \'\rhl:h g:ly
result in some cases of the law be-
ing ignoved, and in a growing dis-
respect for all laws. ‘Long ago Mr.
Meighen said that less government
was required and more initiative and
control of their own affairs wanted.

A Protest
that is
Timely

o
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“Mr. Mackengie King nas ‘sayd the

ame thing, and Mr. Bonar Law de-
clares that ‘what we want quiet

and as Jittle interference as pos-'
sible, ei by legislation aaladmlno

istration,’ And he said at this |
applied not only to hirmself but to.
‘gocial schemes' which might be ad- !
vocated by others. ;

“ It 'will be well if the uplifters and
those people: who seem to think that
the governmernts can and: should
handle pretty: nearly every question,
take notice of this increasing objec-
tion to government interference. Af-
ter all when the matters are con-
gidered which cause disputes, dissa-
tisfaction and unrest it is instruc-
tive to see how many of them are
due to too much interference by gov-
ernments. And it must not be for-
gotten that Mr. Lloyd George sald
that less governments interfered, the
better it would be for them and
the people. The danger in Can-
ada not ohly cogmes from the cranks
who believe that everything can be
get right by legislation, but also from
our host of too well paid legisla-
tors who think they show how they
are earning their money by impos-
ing more and more laws upon the
people.”

It was noted in th

O.T.A. hye-election campaign in
in Toronto Southwest Toronto that

Election. prohibition’ as repre-

sented ., by the Ontario
Temperancé Act eeemed to have no
¢riends. The Farmers’ Sun, com-
menting on the situation, says:

“The result in Southeast Toronte
is significant of nothing except that
urban opinion, in° the main, is not
fiiendly to the Ontario Temperance
Act. Theére is ro pretence that the
~ecord of the Drury Government was
an issue. Col. Currie did tear the
air a few times with denunciation
of the administration in Queen’s
Park, but the Colonel and his sup-
porters were perfectly well aware
that the one iscue was the O.T.A.
The fact that John Callahan, the pro-
tegu of the Moderation League, ran
a pour second is simply a reflection
of the general opinion in the riding
that the election of Col. ¢Currie,
wnose temﬁ%&nce policy was more
apparent in his wink than his nod,
would be a more practical method of

{is definitely slated for one of t

| Turgeon, M.P.  {for
|named for the other vacant eenator-

| tendnt-Gevernor
"Senate will necessitate a successor

| children at

securing modifications in the act than |

tho endorsation of an independent
like John Callahan, who would sit in
no man's land in the House with that
\ineffective quartette led by M. M.
McBride. The eorry showing made
yy Claude Pearce, the ‘official’ Lib-

crel candldate, who had the support

of Wellington Hay and lesser lights
of the ‘Liberal group in the Legisla-

ture. was perhaps the mgst note-

worthy feature &f the poll. * Pearce’s
failure was largely due to the feeling
that the ‘machine’ had forced him
upon the riding, but the chief han-
dicap the Liberal candidate suffered
was the lack of leadership, and ag-
eressive policy on the part of his
group. Wellington ' Hay's paesive
policy has undoubtedly made for
| more expeditiovs transaction of
! puklic business in the Legislature.
| but it assays rather ‘low -as a vote
getter. The Currie victory will
orobably mean the retirement of J.
Welter Curry, K.C.,-the other South-
east Toronto member, when his term
is up. Mr. Curry s not in love with
peiitical life, and is ynlikely to thesw
nimeelf again into a fight that prom-

ises iittle but defeat.”
Rumor makers . are

New busy in New Brunswick

Brunswick over the filling of some

Politics. actual and some pros-
P pective official vacancies
by the Government of Canada. The.
€t, John Journal has the following
on the subject:

“Of considerable Interest to New
Brunswick are some contemplated
political moves, which the Journal
learns on good authority are likely
to take place in the near future.
Another vacaney in the Senate is
predicted as Semnator King, of New
Brunswick, ‘is about to retire, and
the question is raised upon whom
wiil the togas of Senator King and
the jate Senator Thompson fall?
,.f\ccord'!nz to a report emanating
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grom Ottawa, Hon. iénn.m\l’m

seats in the re chamber and O.
Glougester, is

ship.  'The | appointmient of Lieu-
Pugsley to ithe
to the New Brunswick gubernatorial
chafr and Ottawa gossip tells us’
that Hon. W. E. Foster, premier of
the miovince, w.ll be the recipient
¢f this high horor. New Brunswick
wiil then need a premier to take the
place which Hon. Mr. Foster has so
ably flled and .our Ottawa infor-
mant tells us that arrangements have
sbeen completed for Hon. Peter
Venio:, minister of public works, to |
head the Liberal Government of this'
province.”

The Ontario Adoles-

Too cent Act, which requires
Muech the attemdance of the
Education. youth of the province at
. school sill  , thelr
eighteenth year, ie likely to be chang-
od at the coming session of the
Legiglature. It represents the ef-
forts of theorists who, rightly enough,
thought that the better a child was
educaied the greater the chances
would there be of his or her success
in life. = What was forgotten was
that the parents who can keep their
school, even on part
time, till their eighteenth yeag are|
few. ‘The objections to the law come
heth from schooi boards and parents.
The law increases the cost of the
schools as well ar the burden of the
narents, Some school authorities
‘have declined@ to assume the cost,
and seem to meet the approval of
their communities. The Simecoe Re-
former, dealing with the issue, says:
“Very often, however, the fifteen-
yvear-cid boy is far better off at
business than at school, and in that
respect the Adolescent Act fails ut-
tecly. - Bducation cannot be forced
upon the unwilling pupil, who should
the at work, where he may support
himse!f and relieve the parents of
much responsibility, especially where
the “amily is Jarge. 'To compel him
to attend schonl fof, two additional |
yesrs, during which time he might
be ecarning and learning for future
years, j® the object of the Adolescent
‘Act. . The new policy of compulsory
education is working hardships for
hundreds of needy families in On-
tario, for the sake of benefiting a
few ‘pupils. Hundreds of boys who
might otherwise be well established
in business occupationy, are fritter-

ing mway valuable tige within /th;

wa.ls of Continuation’Schools.”
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