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LETTERS FRQM INDIA.

D URING last sumier tbere a
issued a book, "Letters from In-

dia, by Alfred Wm. Stratton," whicb
appealed ta ail who bad knawn the
-,Nriter, one of Canada's mast schoi-
arly sans, wbose lîfe labours encled
ni India in 1902. This journal pub-
hshed last suintmer a review ai thc
w-o.k, but the meeting in Cana-la
this Aeeiç of the American Phiilo-
lagical Association renders appra-
priate tht following tribute froni a
Toronto professor ta tht peculiar
gifts af Alfred William Stratton:

Few books of Canadian origin Iay
such dlaim ta aur notice as this. If,
like the Hon. Mr. joseph Chamber-
lain, we would "tbink imperially" ta,
read the titie is enougb ta, lead us
fartber. If we foilow the advice
given by Mr. Carnegie ta, tht Cana-
dian Club af Toronto, "ta tbink raci-
aliy," then these letters from, a Cana-
dian professor who taugbt Indian
pundits Sanskrit, are bound ta attract
aur attention. Or if, like the late
laureate, we believe, "that man's the
best cosmopolite wbo loves bis native
country best,"' then we must be keeniy
interested in the lufe of Alfred. Wil-
liam Stratton, the Toronto boy wbo
becanie principal in the Oriental Col-
lege of Lahore, in the Nortb-West-
ern Province of India.

To take the last point first, this
book is bath a reminder and a re-
velation. It reminds us again af ýtht
remarkabie record recentiy made by
Canada in the dornain af scholarship.
We find, as we read, that A. W. Strat-
ton was the classmate and intimate
friend oi Professor F. H. Sykes, the
head af the English Department in
tht Teachers' College af Columbia
University, New York. Ht was also,
%vbeu teaching at Hamilton, the cal-
Itagut af Professar W. H. Schofield,
.lht Dean of the Facuity of Compara-
tive literature in Harvard University,
wvho, won first lattreis as tht represen-
tative ai that institution in Berlin last
winter. Not less brilliant, while it
lasted, was the carter ai young Strat-
ton, as it is detailed for us in tht bia-
grapbyý which is sa skilfuliy interwo-
ven with the letters in tbis volume..
WVe foliaw him f rom tht 'Wellesley
Public School through Jarvis Street
Colleg-iate Institute ta University Col-
lege, where bie began tht study af
Sanskrit in Dr. McCurdy's class in
1886, tht oniy ont that ever met in
the University of Tloronito up ta tht
present year.

Tht book, we have said, is a reve-
lation. It reveais In the writer ai tht
letters a character whicb unites in a
rare mianner tht qualities of sweet-
ness and light. Everywhere lie went
he macle newv friends, and lie ilever
lost an old one. After leaving tht
university withi a high reputation as a
dlassical scholar of unusuaîîy wide
reading, lie tauigbt in Hamilton, and
there feUl under the influence af Mr.
Henry Wîttan, a seif-taught Sanskrit-
ist, with whoin hf, rpnd, - -

tiîree years that were left to him jus-
tified his choice. It is as the record of
these years that the letters have been
published, and at a tinie when Indian
affairs are-in so critîcal a condition
ibis view of the country by one so
well fitted to discover the feelings of
"the native born," has a very speciai
interest. His birth as a Canadian, his
training in the oid classie language of
India, which he learned sa tbaroughly
that during two years hie lectured in
Sanskrit to bis Iiidian pupils, bis ex-
ceptionai apportunity of dealing with
ail manner of representatives of the
native races, who flock to "the only
university in India which, recognis-
îng the traditional uines of study in
India, seeks to raise the standard," his
rare personal charni and sympathy-
ail these factors combine to make lis
utterances on Indian aff airs very valui
able.

To hîi who thinks ixnpêrially,
these letters will have the greatest
interest, bath as descriptive of life in
India and as giving an example of the
way in which the colonial administra-
tor of scholarly training can take.up
the task of the iearned German and
pursue it with success. This last
phrase must be qualified. Dr. Strat-
ton's success was but temparary. One
sees taa clearly. that the strain of
working as tht Registrar of a univer-
sity larger than that af Toronto and
Principal of a college larger than
University College and professor of
tht mast difficuit of ail the ancient
languages, was toa great for even bis
tireless energy and brilliant intellec-
tuai ability. In the holiday seasan of
his third surimer he feul a prey ta the
low Indian fever, and in spite of tht
most faithful nursing, hîs strength
failed bum, and hie died on tht 23rd
af August, 1902, in Gulnarg, "tht
meadaw af rases," in the vale of
Cashmir. His Indian pupils called
him "Devata," the saint. It is by
such men's wark that tht true empire
over India will be wan. Every Imi-
perialist sbould 'carefuliy read this
boak. D. R. K.

AN IRISH NOVEL.

T HE annauncement by Mr. Stanley

is to be bis last novel wviil be received
witb pratest by ail who care for reai
romance.

This latest romance, "The Wiid
Geese," concernis itself witb Ireland
in the early years of the rei ,gn of
George 1. and introduces the reader
to a Kerry district, as picturesque as
it is turbulent. Colonel John Sullivan,
the hera, is an Irishman who has been
abroad for many years in varied ser-
vice and wbo -bas finally came ta hold
Quaker-like ideas on the subj ect af
war. One entirely agrees with Cap-
tain Augustin who wonders wbat sucb
a man wiil be doing in Kerry, "what
with Sulhivans, andý Mahonies, and
O'Reirnes, that wear coats only for a
gentlemnan ta tread upon." Colonel
Sullivan, indeed, bas a Stern task
ahead of him but finally hoids that
windswept corner of Kerry with a
firni hanid. Tht girl w'ho flouts and
hates him is as high-spirited an Irish
girl as ever danced in Kerry and, of
course, the hatred turns ta tht oppo-
site passion in tht end.

The story is told with ail the vigour
and distinction which made the au-
tlior's early narratives ai France sa
inspiriting. There iS a sympathetic
and yet jtudicial attitude tawards Ire-
land and ber wrongs which represents
the best historic temper. Tht inelan-
dholy beauty of the wiid land and the
tragedy of her anarchy are depicted
hy a mnaster of romance. (Toronto:
The Copp, Clark Company.)

A
Good Opening
for the .
Right Man
How often these words hold out ic
illusion to the man seeking a placE
But one man wanted and s0 mani
who think they are "right." Naw it
different with the proposition we havE
for there la positively work for ever
mani who is riglit. The l'opening'
referred ta, exista in every city, towr
village and country-side where me:
and women are interested in good
wholesonxe literature. By literatur
we mean "Courier" snd what it stand
for. Vaur particular cammunity tua.
not know the Courier, but intelligeni
people can be interested in our aîm t
establish a weekly Îllustrated paper c
such scope in news and opinions, suc!
ariginality In aim, and clean an,
commanding purpose in its tone tha
everywhere it shall become tii
national voice, speaking in aur politic
and social life. Pretty large ideal that
Ves, but what else ia worth wbile.

The
Canadian
Courier
lias entered every place of consider
able importance in the Dominion
Pram ocean ta ocean it lias plsyed it~
part for two years. The people ail'
the politicians have become accustin,
cd ta its voice and its purpose. It
circulation lias grawn rapidly. It n ov
surpasses that af any Canadian peri
odical. It must still grow; there i

romfor almast infinite expansion
It is here the reader cornes in.Th
Courier bas secured a lot of first-clas
canvaasing ability whîch la now a
work, but stil there is room for more
"Very cammunity no maiter what it
size, ha, persans Who are acquaintei
with our ideals and who have leisur,
and opportnnity ta gîve thema practical
business effect, Perhaps you are on,
of sucli. If so the Courier wants yQ'u
you are the riglit mani.

,Profitable
Employment
That is then what we offer youz-i
chance ta make gaod money, bl
yourself and us. You have nO
thought it possible to make maie
canvassing for a magazine. That i
becanse yau have perhaps under-rate

aanslfsd this magazine. fh
thn abeing donc every day. Unde
stand, we do not offer a bonaxizabu.t hgh-class t'inancial rewards fo
hone1st, efficient 'work. you can d

this if yau think yau dan. The wol
brin gs yon into contact with tht bes
people; it la honorable, pleasant all
profitable. Start a new business wit
1909 and achieve the success thatba
previously eiuded you. If youar
the "riglit mani"
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