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W Eare less than twelve mon ths distant fromthe opening of the next Imperial Confer-
ence. Imperial statesmen have somte-
thing like ten months ahead of themn in

which to makce up their minds as to the course they
will take upon the greatest opportunity ever pre-
sented to Empire policymakers. Will they improve
upon the occasion, or will they allow it to pass, as
they have allowed other but less great occasions to
pass, without clinching the business which seemns
obviously waiting to be clinched? Who can tell?
They may do one thing or the other, but it is as
certain as things mundane can be that they will
neyer again 'have in front of themn such a glorîous
golden upportunity.

Upon the eve of this superlative chance, will no
supreme emotion, no powerful influence sway the
mjnds that must decide, to make their decision an
unbiased one, above petty politics, above insular in-
terests, above the things which are neither here nor
there when, the Emipire's welfare is in the balance?
This is surely no time for axe-grinding,
for thinking in littie circles which lead no-
where but round and roun~d their own, cii'-
cuniference, for wasting words on minor ~U
matters which only serve to remind the -OA
waiting world of the average m-others'
meeting. Is not there a large ideal behind ç
the details, a great painting ini the pig- I
ments ?

Somnehow or other-it mnatters not how
or by whose initiative-we hiave established
a round table conference among the memi-
bers of the l3ritisih Emipire famnily. The
criticismn of the work of the conference
ha5 been ample and pointed. and the ques-
tion has been seriouisly asked, is the con-
ference, as at prescrit constituted, worth
whz le ? The question mnay be left where
it is, but very few people faîl out with the
simple idea of suc h a famnily gathering.
The conference, whatever its limitations
and its shiortcoinigs, is established, the
idea is in being. It mnay or miay not have
done lasting good, but it has proved, a
least, that the experimnent was worth a-
ing, and that it is worth going on with.

What has yet to be prt>ved is whether
the conference shaHl become a powerful in-
strumnent of Empire or degenerate iinto a
replica of a learnied society paper-reading
with "Discussion to follow." Is the Im-
perial Coniferenice to be vested with real,
excecutive powers, or is it to remnain simply
a congress of talking, pious-resolution-
pas.sing delegates ? It rests with Emipire
statesmen as a whole, and very largely with those
who represcint, the overseas Domninions, to decide the
all-important point. And the Imiperial Conference
of 1911, meeting upon the significant occasion of
the coronation of a new king, is the fitting place
at which to make the final decision.

13y soriet ironic circumstance the members, el-
ected and hereditaýy, of the British Legislature are
called the Imperial Parliament. Wl»' they are so
called, I, for one, have neyer yet understood, apart
froin the sort of veto which 'they are supposed to
exercise over the representative assemblies and
executive couneils of the dominions and dependen-~
cies. I always asIc iyself when I sec or hear the
title used, is it not time that this farce, this pre-
tension to a name, was ended? I can never get be-
yond this puzzle: Uow can a parliam~ent b. called
imperial-that is, representative of the empire--
when its members are selected from only ont por-
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tion of the empire? The anomaly is more absurd
when une considers that the electors as a body who
send the members to the House of Commons-which
is supposed to have the predominating voice in the
British Parliament-have and can have no adequate
knowledge of the needs, the aims, and the condi-
tions existing in the parts of the empire which they
know only by name and hearsay.

That is just where the opportunity of the ap-
proaching Imperial Conference comes in. The dele-
gates to that conference, with the full authority of
their respective governments, sh-ould insist upon
the establishment of the right uf the British col-
onies to be directly represented in the Imperial Par-
liament. That is a plain straightforward policy, it
is a policy that is in line with the best interests of
the empire, and it is a policy that should be pre-
sented to the Blritish governiment ýin a plain straight-
forward way, without any lesser interests or poli-
cies to, obscure it. It is the dominions' right, and
the dominions' representatives should be instructed
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