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Paying Polit ical Debta.JUST how far a new government shouid, go in pay-
ing politicai debts at the public expense isa
serious question just now. The new Federai

Cabinet is being bombarded by men who, have
"grievances" and "dlaims.» Some of these griey-
ances are real, and justice demands that they be
remedied. For example, it is rumoured that two or
three militia officers who were made to suifer for
politicai exigencies under the oid regime, will be
restored to their rank and standing. No adminis-
tration is able to get along without mistakes, and the
incoming administration rectifies these and then in
course of time makes mnistakes of its own for its
successors to rectify.

But grievances and dlaims differ. It is question-
able if any person has a "dlaim" on this new gov-
ernment which necessitates its awarding a contract
or a place in the public service tc> a Conserative
with a dlaim. Senatorships are an exception. These
go, and properly so, to muen of distinction who have
some dlaim uDon the Dartv. Private secretarvshins

the Dominion statistician's pubiished figures. £very
one of these cities dlaims f romn 10,000 to 20,000 more
population than the census authorities give them.
There was a similar outbreak of rage after the
census of 1901.

0f ail the provinces Ontario is the hardest hit by
Mr. Blue and his corps of census takers. The
towns and cities have increased in population by
344,752, but the total increase in population is only
336,955. Thuis rural Ontario lias decreased about
8,000. The "banner" province is not going ahead
agriculturally. The fanms are producing more, but
the farmers have decreased in number. It is under-
stood that this topic wili be much discussed during
the approaching provincial general election, and that
the result will be a broad, aggressive settiemnent
policy which wiil aum at correcting this anomaly
in the growth of the province.

Ri E FýLE CTION-S
conditions which .hamper Canadian publishers.

If Mr. Maclure or Mr. Mu 'nsey prints a ton of
magazn pper in N~ew York and sencis it into Can-
ada,=lepy no duty. If a Canadian publisher buys
a ton of blank paper in the United States and brings
it into Canada to feed his presses and print the
writings of Canadians, hie must pay a duty running

fromn $20 to $28. Now a ton of paper wiIl produce
about 3,000 magazines; therefore, in the matter of
paper alone the New York publishers can prloduce
magazines at one-haif to one cent per copy cheaper
than Toronto publishers. On a circulation of 100,-
000 this means froni $500 to $1,000 a month.

When the Canadian writers form their union, will
they please consider this anomaly. I wouldni't sug-
gest that they advocate a duty on United States
magazines, but they should understand the situation
fully before they indulge in sweeping denunciations.

Literary Success---How Won.

HOWEVER much we may regret it, literaryHsuccess hias come to no Canadian unless he
has secured the United States and British

markets in addition to the Canadian. Almost every
Canadian book which has brouglit its author a profit
bas been published in the United States as well as
Canada. I do not think that Sir Gilbert Parker
ever had a, book set up in a Canadian printing office.
I think titis is also true of Chgries G. D. Roberts,
Arthur Stiînger, W. A. F~raser, Norman Duncan,
Raipli Connor, L. M. Montgomery, E. W. Thomson,
Robert Barr, Mrs. Cotes, Lily Dougail, Agnes C.
Laut, William Mcbennan, and Clive Phiilipps-Wol-
ley. "Songs of a Sourdough," by Robert Service,
was, I believe, first printed here, but that is the ex-
ception. The Canadian book publishers are pro-
tected? by!a small duty, but unpfrotected by a copy-
right act. HIence, like the perlodical publishers,
they havé~had ~a tremendous fight to establish theni-
selves even in a sniail way.

Is it net curiotis, to say the least, that Canadians
should arnse in the--. wrath and smite reciprocity be-
cause they desired to preserve Canadian national-
ism, and then shouid go down town next day and


