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HAVE just had the privilegeI of an interviewý with Mu-

hiammad Adil Schmitz du
Moulin, one of the founders
and leaders of the Young
Teurks Society. This gen-'J tleman is in London, empow-
ered by the Turkish Foreign
Office totreat with the Brît-
ish Government for its sup-
Port to the new movement

whi cl is regenerating the Ottoman Empire.
The story of the rise of the Young Turks Society

is also the story of the dawn of a new era in what
lias always been looked upon as the land of oppres-
sors and oppressed. The inner history of the move-
ment will probably never see the liglit of publicity,
but there is still a long and tlirilling chapter wortli
the telling; a chapter in whicli aIl Europe and the
East is absorbed at the present time. It has been
planned and worked out like a gaine of chess-
the greatest and rnost interesting that lias been
fou ghlt within recent memory.

Everybody lias read of the drastic reforms
accomplislied in spite of almost superhuman diffi-
culties by the Young Turks. 'rhese wottid have
been substantial enougli in any country, but. in
Turkey, surely in mnany ways the most reactionary
country of tlie world, tlie changes for the better
can only be looked upon as wonderf' l.

"Let me tell you," said Muhamm~ad Adil to me
in his excellent Englisli, "that tlie Young Turks
movement was not, nor was it intended to bc, a
revolutionary one. Its keynote was loyalty to tlie
Sultan and tao ur country. rrom the beginning
we set our objects down as justice to ail and the
suppression of corruption. Beyond that we were
not prepared ta go. I do not think the turne has
camne for a Parliament in Turkey yet; tlie people
need ta lie educated up ta the idea, and tliey do flot
realise at present wliat a parlianient is.

"The Sultan has been generally blaned for tlie
bail -,tnté nf nt-nr ;_ 1",1-

friends, until tlie people were reduced to such a
state as ta go abou;t ir. fear of their own shadows.
No man trusted his neighbour. Intimate; friends
dared only speak together on the most ordinary

Muliammlad Adil Schniitz du Moulin, Leader of the
YVoung Turks' Moveinent.

the wall of selfish and bureaucratic officiais that
surrounded tlie Sultan, witliout endangering his life,
and' simply by sliowing the people tlie power that
was in tliemselves.

"Our opportunity came wlien Austria proposed
to build a railway througli the Sandsdlia of Novi-
bazar-aproject tliat lias since been slielved. ýIt
meant tlie dismemberment o 'f tlie empire, and was
an ill-considered' undertaking of Austria, whose
interlests would certainly not ie' served by the ruin
of Turkey.

"Froin tlie beginning we put our falth in the
Britisli Governinent. It is an old saying in our
country tliat wh1ýen Turkey was in dire need of lielp
she would get it froin tlie greatest power of the
West. The saying lias been abundantly, justified.
The Britishi Governinent deserves tlie 'everlastinig
gratitude of tlie Turkisli nati *on for its~ efforts-to
save tliem from ruin. It was in ourhlardest liour of
trial that tlie Britisli people made the rough path
to refom smooth and safe."

'Muhiammad Adil tlien went on to tell me saine
stories concemning tlie life of the Sultan wliicli are
not generally known to Westerners. Somne of tliem,
indeed, are quite new. It is a strange fact that
Abdul Hamid liad neyer become Sultan but for tlie
merest chance. His father neyer lied the clild.
In a fit of drunken frenzy one day lie seized liold,of tlie boy and flung him into a pond, forbidding
any one of lis followers, upon pain of deatli, to
rescue liii.

But one of tlie Albanian bodyguard, disregarding
the brutal command, jumped into the water and
pulled out the cliuld, wlio was ail but drowned.
Then stepping up to tlie Sultan lie said: "If youi
want to kilI tlie child you rmust first kill me." Thiis
brave Albanian is stili alive, and now commànds
tlie, trusted bodyguard of the Sultan whose life lie
saved.

As an instance of the precariouis position in
which the Sultan until recently stood, Muhiammad
Adil told me the following story, which concerns
tlie predecessor in office of the before-nientioned
chief nf the bo)dvpluardi ý11hiç


