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Basque and Spanish
fishermén fought with
the Frenchi for a
sb'aré in the fur trade.
Champlain had scarce-
ly landed his colonists
at Quebec before he
discoverecl that some

Sof his mnx were plot-

to hand the çolony
over to the Spaniards.

madle a survey of the river as far U
up as Jacques Cartier had ven-
tured over sixty years before.
Stadacona was gone, Hochelaga
had vanishçd, and Indians of AI-
gonquin stock roamed over the '1
country which formerly the eY
Huron-Iroquois had ruled from
their palisaded towns.

Champlain~ heard from these
Algonquins vague stories of
the streams and skies beyon 4
the rapids of Lachine (Sault
St. Louis). But, althougli lie
was delighted with the'region through
which hie passed, he, macle no attempt
on this occasion to establish a settie-
ment.

Meanwhile a Frenchi noble named
de Monts had secured a monopoly of
the fur trade. His scheme of colon-
ization was planned for Acadia, by
which naine blova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick and a great part of the State
of Maine were for many years known.

Champlain was again sent by the
King with the expedition, which was
led by de Monts in person. There
were also on board others of the
French noblesse, besides artisans, la-
borers and clergymen both Catholic
and Protestant, for the colony was
to be founded on the principle of re-
ligious freedom. Poutrincourt, one
of the expedition, was particularly
pleased with the scene that lay be-
fore the ship's comipany in Annapolis
Basin (called by them Port Royal)
and hie persuaded de Monts to grant
to him the surrounding country. The
colony itself, however, was first plant-
ed on the rock island of St. Croix
(now Doucett's or Neutral Island), at
the mouth of the river St. Croix,
which forms part of the present
boundary line between New Bruns-
wick and the State of Maine. Here
a somewhat pretentious array of forts,
barracks and officers' quarters were
constructed. Here, too, after a sum-
nier spent in exploring the coast,
Champlain wintered (1604-1605) with
de Monts and his colonists. Penned
in upon the small island, the little
Party fell a prey to scurvy, and near-,
ly one-haîf of them were dead before
spring. After a vain search southward
along the New England coast for a
spot to their liking, it was determin-
ed to remove the colony to Po.rt
Royal, where, after erecting the nec-
essary buildings, the diminished col-
ony passed the next two years.

Meanwhile de Monts had secured a
fresh monopoly for one year on 'con-
dition that Champain should plant a
colony on the St. Lawrence as a base
for further exploration westward. At
the mnouth of the St. Charles, where
Jacques Cartier had first wintered
more than seventy years be-
fore, Quebec, oldest of Amner-
Ica', cities, was founded in 1608
under the shadow of Cape Dia-
'ncnd on the narrow strand between
rock and water. The name "Quebec"
signifies a strait, for here thDc St.
Lawrence pours its rapid flood
through a contracted channel between

ýape Diamond on the north and the
rocky heights of Point Lévis on the
Sotih Down at Tadoussac River

s.

Gates of the Citadel.

The rinigleader of tke plot was hanged,
and his chef acç6mplices were sent
to France to eXpiate their crime in
the galleys. The wrnter of 1608&1009
was one of extreme severity, and th.e
scurvy sÔ thinned the ranks that out
of twenty-eight men only eight sur-
vived' until spring. From this time
Champlains attention was devoted
chiefly to the colony at Quebec. 0f
further exploration by hîm westward
wve have no record. For a time, after
de Mont's monopoly expired the trade
of the St. Lawrence had been free
to ail corners, and in 1611 Champlain
had met as many as thirteen rival
trading vessels at Montreal, a' favor-
ite rendezvous for the Algonquins of
the Ottawa. But a tra ding company
was soon formed and to it a new
înonopoly was given. Champlain
found that this monopoly was a sore
hindrance to colonization, for none
but the company's employees found a
welcome at Quebec. During summer
ahl was life and bustle; during winter
ahl was stagnation and ofttimes nearly
starvation among the few settlers.
Hébert, who came in 1617, was the
only one who tilled the soil to any
purpose, using oxen first in 1628. That
Champlain himself was honestly eager
for the colonization of New France
is shown byr the fact that in 1620 he
brouglit out bis young wife, who
lived at Quebec for four years. On
the heiglits beyond the littie settle-
ment Fort St. Louis was built, facing
the river from the edge of the rocky
plateau on wh*ch now lies the upper
Town of Quebec..

In 1628 war broke out between
England and France and a fleet was
sent out by the former under David
Kirke to take possession of N'ew
France. Sailing up to Tadoussac, lie
sent a courteous summons to Cham-
plain to surrender Quebec. Thougli
the colony was nearly starved and
its puny fort but a poor defence,
Chanmplain put on a bold front and
§ent- so determined a message back
to Kirke that lie refrained that year
from attacking the place. Off Tadous-
sac, however, lie met a powerful
Frenchi fleet which had been gènt out
with supplies and côlonists for Que-
bec. In the battle which followed
Kirke- was victorîous, capturing many
of the ships and de§troying the rest.
Satisfied with his booty he sailed for
England. Quebec, reduced to feed on
roots, dragged out a mniserable win-
ter; and' when Kirke returned next
year (1629) Champlain in despair

1surrendered the colony. Its total
population at this time scarcely reach-
ed one hundred, so. blighting had been

7the eflfeets of the monopoly. For the

next three years Quebec was occU-'
pied by an English garri8dIl, wh0'
made mucli pro fit out of the fur trade
during their stay and gaied saine
knowledge of the regions to the west.
With the peace of St. Germain-du-
Laye (1632), New France was restor-
ed to the French King for a conisider-
ation of £10,000. Champlain's life
work was nearly done. Hie returned
indeed to Quebec in 1633 as governor,
built- a .fort at Three Rivera (16M)
and set on foot plans for further
western exploration. nis health,
however, failed and he asked for bis
recaîl. Before his successor could bc
named a kîndly fate closedbis eyes
in death on Christmas Day, 1685, while
lie was still governor of that. New
France to which bis life had been
dlevoted.

QUEBEC AS IT IS TO-DAY,

There is flot a spot in ail America
richer in historic treasurç, or more
lavishly endowed by Nature in the
beauty, grandeur and spiendor of its
surroundings, than this quaint old
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