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in hand throùgh the. land. The. position
of. the. cultivator became daily verse and
wýors., and the hope of ownming his cwn
land receded furtiier and furtiier a*ay.
But a group cf, determlned patriots, sent
te the, English Parliament, devoted
thernselves te a solution cf thia problen,-
and the resuit vas finally the. Irish Land
Act, under wbicb the. natives of-the.
island iare at last permitted to buy back
their owxi land on easy terms from tiiose
who stole it from tiiem. Ag benevolent
assimilation goes, this is really not go
bad. The. benevolence usually keepe tthe
assimilated permancntly eut of uis in-
heritance. The Irish Land Act is the
evideace cf the, dcvelopment cf civiliza-
tion and humanity in England.
.But tiiere remains yet the. supreme

right, without wiicbail others are in-
complet. and unsatisfactory-tiie rigiit
of self -government-Home Rule for Ire-
land! Ireland bas demanded it for more
than a century. Tii. greatest minds of
England have seen Bet only ite justice,
but its« inevitability, for thirty years.
William Gladstone was a long time coin-
ing round te it; but as the, "Grand Old
Man" grew in years aud visdom he
finally saw its nccessity. John Morley,
perhaps the. most brilliantly intellecttfll
statesman Englaud now possesses, fol-
lowedthe -lead cf bis master-Gladstoflc.
The Liberal Party today, under the
leadership cf Premier Asquithii, ade-
xanding Home Rule for Ireland. And,
thanke tote growth cf the. luberal
s irit and the education of England at

t e bands cf our Irish leaders, this de-

in, d docenet seem so likely te break
UT, lie party as it did thirty ycars ago.
P'eop e are growing more consistent-
even politicians. The. Liberal Party at
tils heur stands for the reforin of the
Plmse of Lords and the amendment of
t' B ritishi Cnnstitution in the direction
of greater and mnore complete demnocracy-

before, Irish menks were fanning it
if, the. flickering Ilame of art when 4ll
the rest cf Europe, and epecially*
land, was enveloped iu darkness4
music Irish bards have written thêi
tunes which, baunt the ears, with their
joy and their melanciioly. Eng1and-,4l#s
not had a composer worthy cf mention
since Henry Purcell initi.svmfei>i
century. To b. sure, eeldaims. 8frW
Arthur -Sullivan, an Irisiiman cf* thé.
frish. In literature 'wbat-can ;Englaùd
produco s the.peer cf the. vitrioli. Dean
Swift, the keen, stately Edmunid Burke,
the, sad and mouruful ToÔm More, the-
brilliant Richard Brinlëy Sheridan?'
Treland is où ful cf poetry th.t it runs
over the edges. The United. States got'
John Boyle O'Reilly; viie w. here. in-
Canada are blessecd with' the work cfý
Thomas D'Arcy McGee. Erini's. sons*
have bec" li favor witji tthe muses.; be-
cause they courted them thsmliy
and sincerity. As MoGee>,eaid:

"I'd rather turn one simple verse
True te the Gaelic egri

Than classic ods I might-'rehearse-
Witb senates. list'ninig'n.ar.',

It must hé admitted, however, tbat
this is net the lune cf argumnt te offer

as caviar. tote general; it la,1k, 'the
time the. Freneb chef. Was enïgged to
prepare the squire's wedding breakfast.
Tii. guests and the groom came i and
found the. table heaped high with
lcgumes, rotis, ragouts and dainty con-
fections and pastries. After a. scornful
sweep of the. eye, h. called in the chef
and ordered: "Take away this damned
monkey food and bring me meat and
huns."? Can Ircland produc e tii. meat
and buns of self-overnmn1~?

Towards th.enrd cf the. eig1btee.%th
century the island enjoyed for a brief
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dons 60. peronalIy, I bave oftenb
jnclined te tilin that she was rat

bldt ave the. Irish go. Irëland is
!I3rcnI country in Europe whose popi
ve1 ti g bs;dee5504. Seventy yearsi

ah id eghni1a lseuls; today tl
ifit-, aie leg,,,thafl four, million. And anY

hOknews Irish' families knows '
ýrj.thts. cannot be attributçd té

ed suicide. Imnmiratien has done it. J
ieand gay have only haif as many,

content'ed subjects ftciti s
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of'ý ported ini their struggle out cf the Pl
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rather than' England.
id But there eare tw(> greati wrongs n

Md IpY entrenciied than aIL. On. was
b.e withholding* Of the, and-the sou cof

'en. iland-fromn its cultiçators and rigi
J16- 1 wnerni the other-the-denial cfthe-r

Sd: 0f self-.government accorded' by
ly ~British (Constitutioni to ev.ry0

er, civilized, race under its jurisdiction.
to the lands, the, evil cf absentes li

lrimatits best, was obvious eno
n ~But when, as in the case cf Ireland,

h-, naturel ignorance of, ied indiff rencf

coufitiofle- o>a the part c ---a
leo~oed wa euplemented by the

sont hetilty f the resident ai
the -conditionls were worse than unb
able. Rack-rent and ruin stalked1

The Wostera fleItbile

Eng-. There was a time when a àt4eeMal
thie couid orate in behaif. of mors democraCy.
have in England and more ceercion in Ire-
been land at the same time anid' Witk the
Lther saine breath; but thtat day is puaed.
the If the English people are entiled todaY

)Ula- to absolutely unfettered eelf-gcverIi-
ago rjnent, the Irishipeople areu#tidt

;here at least soipe degree of seIf-governm0Iit'
yone It used to -be th.e tock ag 1t 0f
well Englishmen that the 'Irish uk1. not
race goveru themselves; thàat. they _reeht
Eng- hcaded, intemperate and unaisciplifled
dis- It is not surprising that, thei.0W ni1sOl
land, of Brin, with their qmcek, volatil etm-
bose perament, their warm hearts, aMd sud
sup- il.en impulses, should seem t he .stÇ>lide
pros- beef-eating, porter-driniking Mnglishpiaf
Even- somewhat wild. It je not the, Irilàltlà&n'8
ainer fault, however, if the Englishman -takés

spirit for intemperînce. Injèct: the same
more Saxon.blood into'the Inighmi, fe"d hW

8 thé! on beef and beer an& conquest 1cr a
the thousand yenrs,_ and oubld- probably:

htful become stodgy enough -t -suft. aven the
rîglit Bouse -c1 lords. If 11 h e.apteit 'for,

the. self-government means an ýe-1ike uub-
Dther missiveness, then- theiie rihn,. thank-

As God, has .it not, but if it mBeans willin
and- ness to join together for'thei.O.omlnon
ough. weal, for the increase of-. "c.. othe'
1the liberties and the. protection of eaéh
e to, other's rights, then the Irish 1man- lego
bsent capable of sef-governmeù,ti ias any man
8 in- liv~ing. BE
agnt It would b.' interesting -h. eopd
ýbear- the artistie snd literary huatéeêe. *fire*-ý
iiand land and Faiglahd. Ai w e, mentioiied 1wD

I

Itmur a88e lotLmquatad fav lecm~utlie
processbywbich it is madle differs from t odrs-lt i. dli
ciouly swCeetand flon-irrltatmng.
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