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Forest Fires the Plague of the Fur' Trade
E-normous Trade Losses Caused to Marten, Fox, Fisher, Ermine and Lynx, unable to take Refuge

in Water.
An Article b» Five Experts

To Our readers: This article was pre-
Pared ait the request of the Canadian
Forestry Magazine, by one of the great
flu-tIading companies of Canada. It is
a Compilation of opinions of five experts
who," duties brÎng them cloue to the wild
lue of the. woods.-Edjtor.

CNON4SERVATION of the country's
resour.ces is a subject that has been
1ee,îdely discussed. Legislation bas

be enacted by ail provincial govern-
aient, in the formn of closed seasons for
fur-bearing animais, with a view to per-
Petuating the fur trade, but in thîs con-
ilCctlon littie has been said of a menace
mnore destructive toý animal life than the

Idcrmat trapper-tbe depredations
of freet fires.

Porest fires have a disastrous effect on
fur-bearing animais, and, uniess extensive
JPreventive nicasures are taken, the great
has TctOn of fur-bearing animais which
hsr occurred in the last several years will
Srously reduce their nunibers.

Northea Ontario Sulfers
Fur returus of recent years indicate

tar aare many districts of Northern
.n"Ials oat entirely de'void of thase

lires that suifer as a resuit'of bush
tiras de-d '«eYe it not for the furtaederived from such animais as bea-ver, otter, ,ink, musquash and bear,
whicli Cither practically live in tihe water,
or find shelter there whilie the fires pass

Ori s questionable whether tbe fur
trade would endure in those districts.

Teous of responsibility for this de-
structive agency can be laid directiy to
th' advance of Civilization, the. carcless-
nss of the white man in handiing lires.
'f15 senseless uiaughter of the buifalo doosriot appear more serious than bis thougbt-
les$ diaregard for life, either buman or

A nove! bit of wild lits ePhOtographY, by Mr. Charles Cameseli, Deputy Minister of Mine,Ottawa. Mr'. Camsell ias trave llng to Great Slave Lake by gasollne boat and canoe.
The latter carrfed gaisoline and the other supplies. When about midotreamn of SlaveRiver, the canoa got adrift. About the. saine moment Mr'. Camsenl esiled a lynx swIrmmîngdlredt]Y In the canOe's Path. It boldly ôHnibed aboard, rested a irbile on the. boxe mxcithen resumed Ite journey to shore.

animal, wben a camp lire is ieft un-
quencbed, or a'ciearing lire is allowed to
get out of contraI.

The importance of the fur trade to Can-
ada should not b. under-estimated. It is
to, Canada tbat the world turns for a large
part of its sup ply of furs. Tbe fur pro-
duction of the Province of Saskatchewan
alone durîng the season 1919-1920 at
present valuation amounted ta over $2,-
000,000.00.

Who B.,.lits by the. Fur Trade.'

Thousands of Canadians rely on fur-
bearing animais for a livelihaod. Bath
Indians and white men do the. trapping
and tbereby earn a livin.g. The variaus
provincial governmlelitS impose royalties
on furýbeariiig animais caught and there-
by receive a revenue. Tbousands oi
traders deal in the skins of sncb animais

and thereby add ta tbe wage"earning pop-.
ulation of Canada, and finally thousand,
of furriers are engaged in the tanning,
dressing and making up the skins, winh
the result that a good proportion of the
Canadian population is directly dependent
on the sqpply of. fur-bearing animais for
a living. It is a common compiaint of ýthe
Indian tbat fires have crossed bis «*ra-
ten," or bunting grounds, with the con.
sequent destruction 'of ail sucb gamne as
marten, fisher, fox, ermine. and lynx.

Thsnecesita*tes a "change of venue"for hsactivîties, or the confining of bis
attention to the trapping of beaver, otter,
etc., tbereby reducing the numbers of
these animais more rapîdly.

In the country's wiid state forest lires
were rare. Wýhen a lire did occur it was
caused by electricai storins. The Indian
knew too well the effect of lires on hi,
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