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Yiscount Palmerston to Mr. Fx.

Sir, Foreign Oficë,e u 3, 1840.
I SEND you herewith three copies of the, Report and Map presented to

lier Majesty's Government by Colonel: Mudge and Mr. Featherstonhaugh, the
Commissioners.who were employed last year to survey the Disputed-T eiritory.

You will immediately transmit to Mr. Forsyth:two,.copiespf the Report and
ofthe Map, saying that it isonly:within the last few days, that these-documents
have been in the hands -of Ber Majesty's Government.; that it will, of course, be
the duty of Hèr Majest's Government :t.. lay this Report before Padliament;
but that Her Majestys. Goyernment.wish, as a -mark, of courtesy and respect
towardsthe Governxnent.of the United States,' that a document,.bearmg upon a
question of much; int.er.est. and. importance to the;two countries, should, in the
first place, be coun.at.ed1to the. President. Youiwill further staýte,,that the
:British Govei-mrent;. cn!tiU es, to, feel an.-u>nabated -desire.-to -bring the. long
pending questions abQut; t.he. Boundary between ,tie United .States and the
.ritish- possessions in North America,: to al mnal and satisfactory settlement.
.Questions.ofthis, kind whie iheyyemain .pen between twp, States, keep up irri-
tation on both sides, and may at any time lead to events, which might endanger
friendly relations.. -

. Itis obvious, that tbe quesions.still pending between the Uited States and
the ritish: Crown must be beset with various and consideable inher4nt difficul..
ties, or those questionur would not have remained open, eer since-the year 1783,
notwithstanding -he .any -and earnest endeavours made by both-Governments to
bring them:tp an adjustment.

But Her lejestysGoyernment do nt, abandonthe hopiethathe ssincere
desire wch.ielt by thpeparties, to arrive.at an amicable. arrangement,-wil at
length be crowded ivith success.

Theýbest:clueto guide :he.two GovernmentsJaheir futur, proceedings,
y p.erhags derived; froan examination of theçuses ofpast failur,.andethe

mostpromment.among theæeauses;las: certainy:been aý *ant of information. as
to the topographical:features and physical :ch-aracter- of the district in dispute.
This want of adequate information may be traced as one of the difficulties.*hich
enbarrassed the Netherland Government in its endeavour to decide the points
submiitted to it ini 1830. .

It has been felt by the British Government, Jy the United States' Govern-
ment, and.eien by the .Go!ernnent of-the contiguousState ofMaine.

The British Governmentandàovernoernment:of the UnitedStates agreed,
therefore, two years ago, that a survey of the Disputed Territory, by a. joint


