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thourgh she foresaw that duty could neyer lie an easy
tnatter.

"And if 1 sliouldn't corne out of it, you. won't lie
ashamed to rernember me, will you?"

"l)on't, Juick."
"You haven't told me what you worwld say to the

decleuted mnan wlio came to you?"
Cîcar mid ttrm carne lier words
i"I shoud sy, 'Thank God,' Jack,"
For a Inonent they clung together lu a deeper joy

thakn their hiappy betrothal had known. Then, there
hiad 1>tenf sotithern moonliglit and the rnocking-bird's
soing. To-day, the chilI south-east wind drove the rain
,ig.inst the wifl<lfw.

With ail the greater intentness they held to those
few minutes' respite froirn the waîting shadow of war
.înd death.

It was MUillie who irst yielded to the dlaimi of the
present and drcw herseif from that dear grasp.

"1lease let me go now," she said, 11 imust get home
hefore uncli' does, or how shall 1 accouint for being out
in the storiti ? It would lie dreadful if he ever knew
that 1 came here to Adeline."

.Tack gave no) sign of looseuing his liold and his air
wIs puncii- ais lie asked:

'.Surelv lev isii't, tinkind to voir?"' then witli sudden
inspiration, "Muleli, if you aren't h~pvwitli hur, let
lis go ilow and find sorneone to imarry ns, and I can

lev vour withi Adel1ine and Mrs. Single1ton''
The thrilliing p)ossibility set Millie liaif laughiug, hall

crying.
"l>on't be absurd, ,Jack," slic -rtse1 Uncle's an

old dear, and it's oiilv thant 1 coufldni't heur to hart him
as it would if lie guesedî that 1 liadn't been truc to liim.
And oh ,Jack," in ai wispIer, "tliat-tie otler-wouldn't
lae right, would it?"

Tlie mornentary liglit faded fromr lis face.
"It wouldn't be riglit to take vour from a comiortable

home now, whlen theu worst is yÏt to corne," hie agreed.
"AndI su, Millie, it must bie good-liy ? 1 mustn't even
walk thro)ugl tIe storin besidle you?",

No"Millie answered with a soli.
"1Well, ut1 anry rate 1 haive something now to warm

niv hueart lu niglit watclies. I tised to try to keep from
sccing youir face, but it woffld always corne bacli, Now,
1 canr welcotue it."

As lie spoke lie asfasteninig lier waterproof wvith
gentle finigers. île woulc1l sayv no word toý etdain lier
and make the partîng worseý(. But on the rerese ain
of lis face came a new%% gleami of purpose.

"Voir are gningl to th e hall at Governmnt flouse to-
nigliht" lie asked.

'Il suppoýse ,' she answered listlessly, ''but vou'l
'>c gone?"

There was bo(ýth hope andI fear in the oinestion,.
"Th'fat dlepends. We mnay flot. If any of our men do

go there I shahi1 try to bie one. At anv rate keep the
third andI fourth dances free."

Milesface reflected the liopefulness of lis, thougli
shie protestedi

"W'liere's the use ? 1 couldn't lie seen dancing with
ynui, yoi lciou, O

"Oh, we'l get Addie to manage somehow. Perliaps
she cun take mie to you in the garden. At any rate,
keep those two dances free. 'Th e third and fourtli.
Vouili rcieemb)er. AndI now, chuld, go."

le loosened his armns, andI Mill.ie went forth alone
into thie stoirm, whîle lie reiminied behind.

Tleyv hadl botli forgotten ail about poor Adeline wait-
ing patiently i lier bedroomn.

týTillie feit lerseif a mixture of hypocrite and traitor
whun e had to face lier uncle at that day's early
dinner.

Ail private socruples were however swept away mn a
great wave of disniay at bis exultant annouincement *

"Tlie Governor and Admirai are lil<ely to have a finer
pienie to-morrow, than they had yesterday. They can
take a sail out for tliree miles to-morrow mornuxg and
pick up the pieces of the Onondagza after she has met the
Vermont and Connecticut. Tliey'd have done their
friends better service if they had listenedl to me, and sent
lier pacing yesterday. Now, our slips are off the liar-
bour and she can't escape tbem. A piot spoke one of
thein this morning and came in with the news. The
wliole town is astir witli it, and will make a circus out
of this naval fight that's got to corne off. Dancing on
a volcanoý-who was it said that ? These rebels wîl1

learn wliat it mneans by to-muorrow."1
As lie ta-lkcd Milie sat staring ut hirui in speechless

tnisery.
lie.paused, rubbing bis liands in bis habituai fashion.

She could flot help it. lier self-control was gone.
"Oh, uncle, tIon't. Think of ail those lives!" she gasped,
and broke out crying.

Neyer was man rnore aglust than the .Iudpre. Hie liad
got into the way of looking to Millie for a chorus to al
his expressions of feeling, and this exhibition of feminine
weakness took hirn completely aback.

Witli rueful remembrance of the' fine lysterical at-
tacks to whicl lis late wife liad treuted hlm, lie decided
that even Millie could not be always cotinted on as su-
perior to lier sex.

Ail the saine, it was in a wistful touie that lie said
"Perliaps you're rigît, child. This war lias brouglit

the savage to the surface in all of us. Only remember,"
and his voice was again crisp and clear, "the sliarpest
rernedies may le the most mercifuil in the end."

Millie lad, pulled lierself together and answered
"Oh, I neyer meant to blane yoir, uncle. Indeed, 1

know you would give your life to stop this war, if you
could."

"God knows 1 would, child."
"Voir mustn't mind me," she saitI. "One can't lielp)

gettirng worked up over it ail, you know."
"Ves, 1 know," lie agreeu with a silwh.
"AndI now what about this bail to-nîrlit ? Do you

walit to go ?"
Millie's heart sank at this hint of uncertuinty. Judwe

Fawcett was so punctilious in lis attendance on aIl of-
icial ceremonies that she had neyer tIoubted hs froingu.

".Tust as you like," she murmured, and hier uncle an-
nouinced thut lie liad decided to stay at home hirnself,
bunt that she miglit mun in and ask their neighbour, Mrs.
Warden, to take lier.

Veiling lier relief. Mihlie cliecked the otu-lck thouglit
that with that fat, short-siglited chaperon she would en-
joy more liberty than under hier uncle's eye.

The roons, cof the old colonial Govemumnent House fur-
nîsbed a brave show of unifornis that niglit.

"I1 amn glatI that our northern star bas not failed us,"
said the painted and tightlv-laced Genemal as Millie
madIe lier tincle's excuses.

As they passed on, Millie's eyes swept the various
bmit troups in mestless searcli.

She noted one thing that vagncly surprised lier. Cap-
tain Palliser was amongst the men already rrathered
round Adeline Lester and she saw hini write lis tiame
on hier card, how and tumn away.

A moment later lie lad joined lier and was demnand-
ing lis dances.

"iTley're playing the first now, and 1 have taken the
second. 1 see three and four are niarked," lie added
witli a peculiar look in lis eyes. It was now that -she
noticed a suppressed intensity, widely difierent froni lis
iîsual cooliiess.

"Vus." slie answered, startied, then seizing the first
topic tliat came:

-I saw you getting a dance from Miss Lester. 1
didn't know you knew lier."

As sIte spoke she realised that hier womds sounded like
the pique of rivalry.

It did not matter wîtli Captain Pallser of course-
lie was so cornfortabiy middle-aged in hier view, but why
tIid lie look at lier so strangely ?

"1 liad not tliat lionour," lie answered, "lut Colonel
Caldegate was sent like a retriever toý fetcli me. Myd
charmis have evidently impressed tlie ladv."

"Isn't shu sweut?" Millie demanded.
"Deliglitfuli" was the dry response.
"Are you going to dance with hier?" she went on

witli a vague feeling that she was puttn', lier foot in
it.

"Yes. She hais given me number four-one of those
you have resemved," lie said, significantly, and 'LdhUîe's
lieart beat faster witli remembrance of Carter's
words, "lAddie will, manage it."

But other partners had found lier ont and the next
few minutes were occupied with lier programme.

At another time lier girlish vaiiity miîght have been
stirred hy the eagerness to secure da.nces,ý and by the
protests over those reserved onres. Now she wished im-
patiently that she conld be Ieft to watch Adeline holding
lier court at the other end of the drawing-roomi.

Neyer had lier friend looked better than in lier çrreen
tulle bail-dress, but was it only Miilie's fancy that she

lad an air of restîess nervousness ?
Ail semblance of rivalry was sustained, but there was

a swift interchanged glance and smile that warmed the

lieart of each girl more tbaa ail bier littie triumph.
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