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TIIE II)EA 0F TIIE SERMON.

The idea which shoul<l ho upperniait is
the srrinonixfo ut earhin *q. TLhe congrega.
tion asemnbles to worsilip God auil ta l>e
tauglit the WNord of (Coel. The ininieter
cornes heforc it not to -entertain or de-
light, but ta, teach a legson. His fore-
though. and] question .sbaîld ho 'Vi go-
ing ta teach the coîîgreÇgation somoething
next Sabhath. Whnt shall it be ? XYhat
do they zwed ? AndI tho anticipation of
the people shoul<t be uxot that they are

« gaiug to hcar a sermon,' but to learn a
lesson. lYhen the worship in concluded
and they acttle theinselves ta listen, it
ahotild be with the thought 'Now the
mniszer of Cod is about to teach uis

morne leason in Divine truth ;it snay ho in
regard to doctrine or couduet ; it may ho
concerning the life that noiw is, or that
whicb is ta corne.' And after the exer-
cises are conctuded, the question ahould
be, not 'IVas the sermon interesting or
good to-day ? but 'What lesson did you
leara, or wh-at truth do you understand
miore clearly?'

BACKBONE.

One tbing which Christians, as well as
others, need at the present day is back-
hanc. Not a backbone like a ramrod,
that cannot vield or bend, but a weIl ar-
ticulated spinal column, which is strong
enough ta hold a mau upright and keep
him from being crushed beneath the bur-
dens that press upon himn. These are days
of easy-gaing piety ; and nmen are taa of-
ten ruled by compromise rather than by
conscience.

Says Mr. Spurgeon :-"Oak bas given

place ta willow. Everybody has grown
imp. Out of the generality af limpness
has corne an admiration f)r it. A man
cannot speak a plain word withaut being
accused af bitterness, and if hie denounices
error he is narrowv-minded ; for ail must
join the universai-adînirat ion society, or
be placed under ban and be howled
down."l

Now in such a condition of things as
this there is special cal], nat for stubborn-
ness and cru-,tiness, but for a gentle, pa-
tient, unyielding canscientiausness and
firmness, which anchors the soul ta the
everlasting Rock, and causes the heart ta
rest on liim who i% the Way, the Truth
and the Life, and who will never leave
nor forsalie us. Let us pray that God
rnay make us strong in bis strength, and
cuable us ta lhe 'steadIfast, urîmovable, ai-
nwys abounding ini the w-ork of the Lord."
-Chlristian.

SCIENCE ANI) RELIGION.

PIe Po-callcd crnfiict hctwccn science
and religion depcends uiponi ignorance ai
anco or the other, or oit a diskortest andl
partial representatian ai the testirmony
af nature, or that of rc'-el:itiou, or of
both.* In those branchecs af nattoral sci-
ence in whichi I rnyscif work it is the
grawing tcndency af dliscov(oy ta corral>-
orato and elncidate the vcierence ta
natural things iii the Bible. This I
bave often liaI occasion ta notice and
comment upon lu the discussion of scien-
titic subjects.
. In sa writing, liawcver, 1 ila not refer
to the doctrine ai tsponitaneausç evolution
of living boingg, andi of man, as Ieid by
a promninent sciîool of German and Eng-
lîsh biologi8ts. This doctrine I regard as
equally at variance ms ith science, revela-
tion and common senne, and desqtituteofa
viny foundation in fact ; it belongq, in
truth, to the region af those illogical pa-
radoxes and loose spoculationn -whici
bave ever haunted the progress of kinow-
ledge, and have been dispelied only by
incrensing light For this reason 1 have
always reiused ta recognize the dreams
oi materiaiistic evolution as of any scien-
tific aigixificance, or, indeed, asbelonging
ta science at all. Thcy bear no clearer re-
lation ta science than foge do ta sunlight
and I anticipato a time nat far (listant
when they wili ho dispelled, and when
men wiil see much more clearly than they
now do the agreement between the Word
and the works of God.-Prindipal Dasr-
$on, Montreal.

A religiouns tramp ia no more ta ho desir-
ed, and in n more likely ta, have settied
habite of action,than a civil ane. The roi-
ing atone on the hilleide han its ctunter-
part in the church ainong those who are
here to-day and thore to-morrow. The
branch must b. literally grafted inta the
vine,and remainthere if thero is ta ho any
budding, bloasming and the hoaring of
fruit. Every Christian, in addition ta
baving a name ta live ahouid have aiso a
local habitation, and ho found at home
when there in a cati for bis services. Like
the pealmist, ho ahauld bo ahle ta, eay:
'One thing have I desired ai the Lord;that
will I seed after, that I may dwell in the
hous. ai the Lord ail the days of my iife,'
ta behol-l the beauty ai the lord, and t0
inquiro in his temple." Sel.

The Presabytertan Church of Irsland
numbera nee.rty haîf af the Protestant
population of that country, and consiste
of 553 congregation> with 620 ministera
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