T ——

PLEASANT HOUBRS.

T

.

_———

A Stolen Life.

BY CLARA J. DENTON,
st: mAmMma, yes; do take it off !
A Ite €yes so coldly stare ;

Pretty bird go still and dead
» | cannot wear.
For'every {ime I bend my head
8ee one soft blue wing,
brings mo thoughts of trees and
ery,
And birdg that sweetly sing.
I'm angry then, because my bird
AnW&g not allowed to fly
d sing ang swing on waving trees
Beneath the summer sky.

Y“g Yes; I know it cost so much.
Five dollars, did you say?
I were rich I’q give twice that
0 gee it fly away.
But, J0amma, though your purse is filled
With coing that brightly shine,
®Y’ll not bring back.the stolen lifo

To this poor bird of mine.

Tha Women's hearts are kind and good

y agt people say,
And Yo, theyl) hairs thase dear birds killed

To makg themagives loak oy
T sopry Lm a Little girl.
Were'T  woman grown

T%0ud ot buy dead birds, but pay
© have them let alone.

“MISCHICHA KUNIS.”
BY THE REV. 0. GERMAN.

8o important a personage as the
03-0-te of the prairies, must occupy &
Prominent place in the back-ground of
® Picture of. the Great Plains. The
Name jg Probably of a Mexican origin,

« heans “the hill-dog.”

*The coyote is a wolf—a wolf about
“wo-thirds  the size of that which

nts forests, and the pages of story
) k&. He has a long, lean body ;
°$ a trifle ghors, but sinewy and
+°tive; & head more foxy than wolfish,

OF the noge is long and pointed ; the
Yellow eyes are set in spectacle-frames
of black oyelids, and the hanging; ten-
Urimmeq ears may be erected, giving
® Well merited air of alertness to their
“earer; g tail, straight as a pointer’s,
algo fox-like, for it is bushy beyond
;'}‘e ordinary I vine type, and shaggy,
ATge-mane, wind-ruffled, dust-gather-
.8 coat of dingy white, suffused with
W0y Lrown, or often decidedly
od.
A

N thade in the stabble, a ghost by the wall,
Wt:uﬂpilg, now limp§ng, now risking a

IA“’Fean:d

and large-jointed, but was alway
ioroughly vagabond outcast in gray.

The prairie wolf is the genus locs
of the Plaing. . No Indian mythology
Y").“ld be complete without him. His
Neighbours, be they near or far, have
o l?ve for him, and hefully reciprocates
'n h@d; ‘“‘an Ishmaelite of the desert; a
®onsort of rattlesnake and vulture;
' * 8 bush-whacker upon the flanks
o buftalo armies; the pariah of his
Own race, and despised by mankind.”
hi T,h?‘“r&lape; pays little attention to
t'_'“ When " there is better game to be
. Fg therefore holds his own,

‘| and intelligence” are proverbial, and

elﬁdu these enemies whose Bﬁrongth in
greater than his own; his ‘‘cunning

in this respect he ranks but li'ttle balow
Sir Reynard, or the wolverine, He
was long ago domesticated by the
Indian, and is probably the ancesber
of many, if net most, of the present
of “Indian dogs.”

1‘3:00“ coyote is & true Westerner;”
for though often in dire need of the
necessaries of life, he still assumes an
independent .air, and meets every
failure with the watchwond of him
who has once sighted the Rocky
Mountains, “there is no such word as
fail.” It was from his a,&taohxz.lsnt to
the prairies, North and South, in fact
wherever the buffalp was found, that
he received his distinctive Bame, the
« prairie wolf.” -

PIt; is probably “less from chaige
than necessity that in the Btates and
the North-West he dwells ehiefly on
the plains,” for in Mexico and Gentral
America he seeks his food more eften
in forests than elsewhere, yet Koeps

ioe, becoming there a wild dog of the
jungle, as, in the North he is the
hound of the plains.

This gentleman wsually seeks to
eviet gome unhappy hare, prairiedeg,
or badger; but when he fmls to ﬁmj
such a dwelling, “ready ta lns hand,”
he digs a dry burrow for himaelf, or
lboks for a den among the loose rocks.

In this seclusion, “far from the
haunts of men,” is his young family of
from five to eight puppies brought
forth,in the late spring, when all danger
trom the oold of winter is past. Duung
the period before and after this im-
portant event, the old dog coyote warks
his hardest and most systematically.
He is more than usually zealous and
sagacious in turning and c'lmvmg :15
victims ‘“ag near a8 posS}ble .to is
home, knowing that ot:herwxse his mate
and her weaklings will be unable to

ce of the feast.”
Pﬂag;: ec?)fyom knows .well. the pinch
of famine, especially in winter. Tll:e
main abject of his life seems to l;e the
satisfying of a hunger which is a way?
craving, and to this end all l.ns oun:
ning, impudence, and audacity are
mainly directed. Nothing comes ‘:fn;::.
Though by no means the 8w i+
footed quadruped upon the plauf,
runs down the deer, the prong or;:,
and others, tiring them ) out X y
trickery, and then overpowering t e;n
by force of numbers. .It was for;xe; );
his custom to follow in the w: O] u(:
the large buffalo herds, and gat ber h.,e
chance fragments left for him yb is
Brahmans—the white wolves—whose
chief employment Wwa§ the rl}nnlng
dbwn and worrying of decrepit an
lers. ]

&gf ::;gagnimsted description is given
by a recent writer of a “wolf l.mnﬁ
which used to take place yearly in the

t. .
W?Sueh a baiiye wad undertekon Just

‘There is a fusillade as the thickening

) " ing and coward- |
his characteristic pynning it can be well done, a small band,

safety, but a few fall under the ready

.and staring eyes, a dozen tawny wolves

- comes the order, and a hundred rifles

rd | which he is incapable under ordingry

before the spring thawing. “Wor

D "Ma against the flester rival, and

would be sent out, instructing the

diffbrent villages concerned to select
their captain, and furnish their quota
of willing gunners in the ring that was
to concentrate upon a point indicated
by a tall flagstaff, far out on the
prairie, These rings were sometimes
twenty or thirty miles in diameter,
and it took an early start and rapid
travelling to close up in time. The
captaips, on horseback, ride back and
forth, keeping the lina in order, watch-
ful that everything is driven before it.
After marching a few miles the
different parties begin to come in sight
of one another, all converging toward
the central point. Glimpses of fleeing
goame, very likely including deer, or a
wolf or two, are seen, and a little later
the line of the<opposite side of the
circle ¢omes into view. Now all
nerves are strung to the highest pitch.

grouse sosr up and backward over the
line, or foxes and horses scud away
from the shouting and yelling gunners.
The captains, suddenly riding at top-
speed to one side, shout, ‘Close up!
close up! the deer will break!” Before

folloying their lcader like sheep, dart
toward & vacant space in the rank of
men. Half the deer get away in

rifles.  Soon word is passed to stop |
firing, for the circle is becoming
dangerously eontracted. Already one
map has a bullet. in his lcg,"and a
captain’s horse has been shot under
him, Thus, in silence, the ring con-
centrates toward the flagstaff, which
stands on the edge of a bowllike
depression. As the rim is attained,
what & sight greets the eyes of the |
eager circle! With lolling tongues,

are rushing up and down the shallow
pit, seeking some chance of escape.
But no mercy exists for the sneaking
lamb-stealers. ‘Give it to them!’

paur instant death among the corraled
victims.”

Nothing eatable escapes this om- |
niverous prowler. Itis the arch-enemy
of such small deer as prairie dogs and
gophers, as well as of larger mammals,
and, if no better food offers, it will
revel in carrion of any sort. It resorts }
in- great numbers to the vicinity of
settlements where offal is sure to be
found, and surrounds the hunter’s
camp at night. It has been known
to follow for days in the trail of a
traveller's party, and each morning,
just after camp is broken, it rushes in
to clwim whatever eatable refuse may
have been left behind. But it eannot
always find a sufficiency of animal
food. Particularly in the fall, it feeds
extensively upon tunas, which are the
juicy soft scarlet fruit of wvarious
spocies of the prickly pear, and in the
winter upon berries of various sorts,
pavticularly those of the juniper.

Extreme hunger will compel the
prairie weolf to exhibit a baelduess of

oonditions. He has been known to come

‘bark. is sounded, followed by gevera,l

repeatedly within pigtol range of the
camp fire, and hunters gay they have,
knawn them to pull the boots, or
leathern strap of a saddle, from under.
the head of a sleeping camper. : A
prime characteristic of the coyote is
his wonderful voice,, which differs o
much from the wellknown walfish
howl of other members of his race, as
to give him the book-namgz canig
lotrays, ar barking walf, . “One mpst
have spent an hour or two vainly:
trying to sleep,” says Dr. Elliot Cawes,
“ before he is in a condition to appreci-
ate the full force of the annoyance.”
It is a singular fact, that the howling
of two or three wolves, gives an im-
pression that a score are engaged. So
many, so long drawn are the notes,
and so uninterruptedly by one indi-
vidual after another. - A short, shdrp

more in quick succession, this time
growing faster, and the piteh highery
till they run together inte a long-

drawn lugubrious howl in the highest, E

possible. key. The same strain is

taken up-again and again by different; |-
members of the pack, while from a ;
great distance the deep, melancholy |

baying of thé wary 750 bréaks in, Il
the very leaves of the trees scem
quivering to the inharmonious sounds.

So much for and against our friend
or enemy, as we may choose to regard

him, the coyote. We quite often, in |

winter, see him from our own'door,

making his way across the lake, or |

perhaps venturing nearer in the hopa
of obtaining some cast-out morsel, that
even an Indian dog will not eat. He
becomes almost powerless in the loose,
deep snow, and may be easily captured
by a man on snow-shoes, er on horse-
back.

At some future time I hope to send
you an account of the Indian folk-lore
regarding Mis-chi-cha-kunis and his
rival in the faroff mythical age,
We-su-ka-chak.

. O. Geruax,
White Fish Lake, N. W. T.

P.8. The quotations in the above

article are taken from a most interest- | |

ing account in the Lopular. Science
Monthly, by Ernest Ingersoll.—0. @.

SHOOTING HIS OWN HENS,

A PERSON in a passion very fre-
quently jumps at conclusions so
suddenly as to jerk his own head off,
as they say. .

“I say, neighbour Snobs, if you
don’t keep your hens out of my garden,
I will shoot them.” ,

“Very well, Doolittle, shoot away ;
only if you kill any of my hens, throw
them into my yard.” ;

Crack went the fowling-piece morn-
ing after morning, and the large, faf,
hens were pitched into neighbour
Snobs’ yard.  They cooked well,
After a fortnight or more, Doolittle
discovered that Snobs never had any
hens, and that he had been shooting
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his own, they having broken out of
his own coop. St
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