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THE -- DRY -:- GOODS -:- REVIEW,

FRENCH COMPETITION.

1 of us are more or less given to eatol the esecllence of
French goods <ays the Teatle: Marcuns, (Manchester),
the design s declared to be more apt, the colormgs more

hatmomons, the finish softer and more i accordance with re
quirenients. At one tme these observations were no doulit true,
but we very much doubt whether such s the case today, We
have recently bad the oppartumty of viewing considerable quan
tities of French goods and although m some lew cases the
beauty of the design was unsurpassable, vet on the average we
have no hestaton an saving that the goods are cqualled, and
often excelled, by those of Enghsh manufacture A few obser
wations upon cach section of the trade man not be ont of place,
partealarly as our remarks are based upon the contrast between
Enghsh and French manufactures.

The coating or haavy goods trade shall fisst be considered.
Here was disunetlhy obsenvable, as e the case of samples of
lnghsh manufacture, a wide difference wandiadual ment
some of the doths weore raally (veedleng, whale others were at
the least defectne it not abommable Weave effects as used
In the English manufacturer, and hkewise utthized here, and per
haps with rather morc harmony between colour and weave 3 but
tor thas latter cambmation we should certamly say the Enghsh:
man cunes ofl the palin in knowledge of weave structures,

In colour one expeets the French to be very strong, and
certamn respects undoubtedly arec but we very much question
whether on the average they excel Englishimen, stll less Scoteh
wen. Wesay, on the average ™ advisedhy, since our observa
tons tended o demonstrate that i some few individual cases
supreme eveellence was attaned, we naturatly endeavored to ac
count for thiy soanng of the individual above the common
crond . and our thoughts resolved themselves into a0 solution
very readily, wineh was again and agam confirmed. 1t has often
been questioned shether the desigmng for Lnghsh firms s n
the nght hands.

The necessity of a combmation of practical knowledge in cloth
structure, colounng, and desyng along with the necessanily ongin
atne and consequentiv theoretical mnd, presents a difticulty,
which only education moats most nghly organized form can over-
come, and m the meanume practical knowledge places the pos:
sessor i the mill as desigaer or i some siidar capacity, whle
the omnatine faculty urges the artist on to the production of
petures. . Now the man who can never eacel as an artist. mght
hecome of great value as a designer . e s usually far above the
ordiman designer m methodal work, m colour perception and
m the rendenng of form, and vet he suffers disappointment after
disappointment, m strang after a position he as incapable of il
g, whike & more luerative and more sumtable ealling s neglected
Uhe French having raahized s, and it sweems 1o ux, i lookimg
over the gouds, that the best cxamples were the production of a
more tughly finished mind . that while knowledge was no more
cadent here than m Enghsh gods, culture placed an unmistake
able stamp upon the goods, we wish would-be artists would take
this te heart , mure rchnetment, more subthty, are wanted m de
signy, and we do not hesitate 1o say that many carming a miser
able prtance, or nuthmg at alle s the paure g, anght with a
hutle apphaation vl as desgnens tor taile fabnes, The
French have realized this and the result s manttest in thar pro
ductuon

In the soft goods dress trade we natsad many ovceedingly
teautiful colour combmations, produced by the free use of solids

mintures and twists.  Of noteworthy eacellence were the e,
med stnpe goods, usually consisting of a worsted ground wit
silk eram, often in a distinet, but most harmonious colour. W
aho notieed some excellent double plain styles, which in ul.
made dresses would leave nothing to be desired, but their wein
precludes their use in other forms,

Manufacturers who want a good Jine to work upon cana
do better than manufacture silk plush steipe cloths : from wha
we have seen in the metropolis of fashion it would appear tha
atype of stripe corduroy silk plush in greys is going to In m
great demand, and if the beauty of the fabric is to be a gaugeby.
the demand for it, then there is no mistake about the demand
it should be very great indeed.  In the harder dress goods som
few alpacas were exhibited, but the Jike or even better have uaoy
seen for some time in England, and therefore claim no commen
In cotton goods, however, we have something to learn, and jur
ticularly in the combimation of cotton’ with silk.  Tn ordinaun
cotton goods the use of colour was again noteworthy, the 1,
duction of single or double threads of a distinet colour and wark
cd mdependently being well worth further development at our
hands.

In striped goods, cotton grounds and silk figures were wall
represented, and as a rule a most harmonious contrast between
the colour of the silk and cotton resulted in very beautiful fabin,

More particular reference shall be made to the above-mn
tioned goods later.

ORY GOODS BUSINESS MHOURS.

I these days of stnkes for shorter howrs of Jabor, higher
wages, ete, and of the passage of laws limiting the laborg
man's working time 1o cight hours, has it ever crossed the
mind of the average thinking man or woman that the dry goods
clerk of cither sex is to-day working longer hours to carn lus or
her daily bread than almost any other class of wage carners ?

Our large city retml ostablishments says the Dry Goods
Chronicle of New York, open their doors for business prompily
at 8 o'clock in the morning and remain open to all comers unul
6 P M., makig ten working hours, but they are in a very small
nnerity as compared with the smaller retailers of the prinapal
cities and the general country stores scattered all over the Umion,
who take down the shutters at 7 A M. or carlier in some
stances, and never think of closing until 8 o'clock, and often ¢
or 10 P M. twelve to fourteen hours at a stretch without mier
mission, except just time enough to snatch two hasty meals and
back 1o the counter again to the old grind, day in and day ot
and no complaints, notwithstanding the exhausting nature of the
work at which they are engaged.

In the exercise of a dn goods clerk’s duties, he or she, as
as the case may e, is of necessity confined to a position behind
the counter, where the brmin s most actively employed at ali
tmies. The stock must be looked after constamly, staple hins
must never be allowed to run out, customers require attentim
oveny few moments, and must have it, or the business suffcrs,
and an endless amount of minor details, which are part and -
ccl of the dny goods busiess, is ther portion day in and a7y
out.

Yt from these same clerkships have developed many of th
wiaster mands n the worlds of commieree, tinance, manufactur.
and trade generally.

The dny doods sore is an - excellent trining school, an'’
there s no Intter stepping stone 10 future greatness than th
thorough business education which the thoughtful and painstak
myg clerk can gan i such sumoundings and associations,

The clerks that do not count the minutes and hours tha
work are the ones that succeed, and the ones of whom, after
they have suvceeded, we hear said, * What a lucky fellow,” ¢t




