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ac a Jerome, an Avguetine, a Hilary

s1d san Ambrote thculd bave bately |
covnived aty the uvsurpaticn, without
any ccnceivable motive, 18 an hypo
theeis wortby of a fool ; but that both,
the Pontiffs on one side and the salnts
on the other, should ccogpire together,
amid the acclamations of the whole |
Church of Christ, to found a spurlous
supremacy of the Holy See, which they |
who accepted exalted even more highly
than they who claimed it, upon texts
of Scripture which they all feebly mis

understood, and a supposed command
of God which they all idly imagined,
is an idea which only the heretic, who
is a compound of both demon and fool,
could ever have conesived, — American
Herald.

THE DREAM OF GERONTIUS.

A book reviewer in the London
‘Weekly Reglster makes this astonish-
ing statement : ‘‘ In a letter he (R. L.
Sievenson) addressed to the present
writer, he spoke of his envy of Cardln-
al Newman on hearing that ‘The
Dream of Gerontius ' had consoled Gor-
don's last hours. Yet, he added, he
knew too little of the Church to know
if the incident would not add to the
sadness of the Cardinal in thinking of
the doom of the heretic.” On reading
these lines one marvels, not why
Stevenson did not become a Catholic,
but how he could ever have felt so
kindly toward the Church as he actual
lv did. How true it is that nobody

really  hates our holy faith,
but only some hideous bogy
which is mistaken for it! Acd

how easy it is to disturb the focus
of true vision ! One of the Sisters at
Molokai had in the novelist’s precence
spoken of the distressful island as ‘‘the
ticket office for heaven.” The phrase
savors of the tract society ; but it ls
not offensive, and, of course, was ut
cerel playfuily. However, it sots
Stevenson moralizing on what he calls
{he Catholic habit of keeping ‘‘a pass-

| bere and there, info a religious house ; the

| of the faithful do not rise m their morals far

book with heaven,” and of thinking ot

rewards instead of serving God for

sheer love of service. What high per-

fection Protestants expect to find in

Catholics ! And ** it is only in one 4i |
t » . 1 Sovaw

' Dy owt
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‘E;J-n't 'smnu Cuth;».lics fear to give
:candal. Even go.—Ave Maris,
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ONLY IN THE CATHOLIC

CHURCH.

in the admirabie article which he
nas in the Christmas North American
Review on ‘‘The Practice of Coufes-
sion in the Catholic Church.” the dis-
tivguished Eonglish Jesuit, Rav. R. F.
Clarke, may be said to jastify fully the
opposition of those Anglicans who ob-
ect 8o sirenuously to the practice of
certain ministers of their Church in
hearing confession.

After pointing out briefly the many
natural advantages which confession
of one's sins under proper condiilon
confers upon a penitent—he says little
of the supernatural benefits attaching
to the confessional— Father Clarke ad
mits that, like every other great justru-
ment for good, the confessional is not
without its dangers. He claims, how-
aver, that agaiost all those dangers
the Catholic Church takes the most care-
ful precautions, and then he adds, with
the practice of certain High - Church
Anglicans evidently in his mind :

““But I do not see how they ( the
aforesaid dangers ) can be guarded
against in a communion where no such
precautions exist ; where the confessor
nas no recognizad training for his dif-
ficult and responsible duties ; where the
practice is discouraged and discounten
anced by those in authority, and is re-
garded with suspicior and dislike by
the mass of those who are invited to
avail themselves of 1t.”

Almost this same argument has been
leveled against Anglican ‘‘ confession’
by low-church Anglicans, who know
that the preachers ot their Church have
received no training for the dangerous
duties they assume when they set them-
selves up to hear confessions. And to
the dangers which are run in such
cases should be added the practical use-
lessness of the confessions in question,
tor only in the priests of the Catholic
Church—not in the invalidly ordained
ministers of the Anglican Ejtablish-
ment or of the Protestant Episcopalian
sect—is vested the power of forgiving
sins in the Sacrament of Penance—
Catholic Columbian.

The case of Dr. de Costa is not with-
out lessons which should not be lost on
Catholics, especially those who write
and speak on controverted points of
doctrine. The objections hitherto felt
by this eminent convert are shared by
a great many others equally sincere ;
and his recent sermons, and especially
his open letters, shows how such objec-
tious can best be deallt with., The
most effective way of refuting them is
to reduce the objection to its principle.

An invaluable chapter of ‘‘Brown--

son's Middle Life " deals with this very
subject, and three objections common-
ly urged by Protestants are thus an-
alysed :

(1) The state of society in some countries
where the Catholic is the predominant relig-
ion is not, under the point of view of politics
and material grosperi! 7, all that it might,
perhaps should, be. herefore the Church
does not promote the political and material
interests of nations ; therefore she 1s not, and
cannot be, the Church of God. A good argu-
ment, if Our Lord came, as the carnal Jews
expected, to be a temporal Prince and to re-
ward His followers with temporal goods ; but
a very bad argument in one who holds that
He came as a spiritual Prince, to found a
spiritual kingdom, a kingdom not of this
world ; who enjoins self-denial, and teaches
His followers to expect their reward only in
heaven after the close of this life,

(2) A Pope, as temporal soversign of Rome
or in his private capacity, has given some
avidence that in either capacity he is
neither infallible or impeccable; there-

| ta

{ ings.

the Church the asynagogue of Satan, Vice
and immortality cresp now and then, and

clergy in particular times and places, live
more like men of the world than devoted
yriests of the Most High God ; and numbers

above the ordinary Jevel of the batter class of
anti-Catholies ; therefora the Church is the
Mystery of Iniquity, and the Pope the Man
of Sin, ~ Yet the Master said to His disciplos;
“Have | not chogen you twelve, and one ot
you is 4 devil 2" Would you have the Church
destroy the free-will of man, and leave him
no merit in his obedisnce ?

3) Popes or councils have declared that
an outh taken to the detriment of the rights
or interests of the Churchi—that is, against
the law of God—is an uulawful oath and not
obligatory ; therefore the Church denies the
ganstity of oaths and authorizes perjury
As if # man could be bound by an unlawful
oath, or as if to break an unlawful oath could
be perjary ! it a man takes an oath to mur-
der his neighbor, must he actually murder
him or be a perjurer ? To take such oath
voluntarily and deliberately is a sin, but the
additional sin would be in keeping, not in
breaking, it,

—Ave Maria.

—— P i—a—

FOR THE DEAD.

[(From the Pastoral of the Bishop of Frejus.
Translated from the French of the ' Oeu
vre,” of Montligeon ; by Rev. Ed. Didier,
(Dee, No) Read at Mount Carmel, Balti
more, Sunday, December 10, 15 ]

There are, it is true, some souls
whose life was 8o pure and whose death
80 holy that there remains nothing to
be explated in the other world. There
are others whose life and death, all full
of revolts agaiost God, and finished in
voluntary impenitence, leave nothing
to hope for on the part of mercy or of
pity. Jegus Christ has proclaimed it
‘“ The just shall go into everlasting
life, tha wicked to eternal punish-
ments.” Glory to the former, wretch-
edness to the latter forever ! DBat
‘* those whom the terrible sentence has

struek,” remark SS. Charysostom and
Augustine, “*we donot know them,”

and ‘* it s for that reason,” add these
holy doctors, ‘' that we must pray for
all the departed Caristiaus, for fear of
depriving a single one of the succor
which it claims and to which it has a
right on our part.” Listen to and re-
tho dying words of an illustrious
Christian, The spectators were admir-
ing his resignation in his cruel suffer

“ 1t is a salnt,” they cried

“ My God ! what do you say there ?”
remarked the pious soui, with an ac

cent of eadness and indignation.
* With such ideas they will leave me
in purgatory till the end of the world.

N3, I am far from being a saint. You
know it. Oh, my God! I am not a
gaint. [ am the feeblest of men.’

No, says ths Saviour : ‘‘ nothing
defiled shall enter into heaven.” It
is necessary that every sir, grievous
or light, carry its punishment, receive
{ts measure of pain, to expiate even
after divine mercy has deigned to
cover it with pardon and has received
the sinner of the damnation which he
deserved. If then a soul, although
reconciled by the sacrament of penance
which remite our iniquities, has not
had the time or has neglected to do
penance in this world, the indispen-
sible condition remains no longer to
perform it spontaneously, for this is
uo longer possible, but to suffer by
constraint in the other world. The
gate of paradise remains, meanwhile,
closed. But because God loves these
virtuous souls, and His justice alone
keeps their happiness in suspense and
defers it with regret until they are
fully in a state ready to appear
before Him,;His mercy has willed
that their triends on earth should aid
them to pay their ransom, so that
they may move promptly to deliver-
ance and be crowned.

Such is the faith of the Church, such
the belief of all ages, before Calvary
and chiefly since, as clear in the his-
tory of the Hebrew pecple as in the
» of tha Christian people
Everywhere and always sacrifices for
the dead, prayers, alms, good works
for their intention, in the camp of the
Machabees and under the tent of the
patriarchs,as in the catacombs of Rome
regenerated even to;the grand day of
our modern temples.

- - -

A DISTINGUISHED LAYMAN.

Raferences to the Iinglish Catholic
Truth Society, which has wrought such
potable work for the Church, have
been so frequent in this magazine that
a paragraph or two about Mr. James
Britten, the soul of the Society, will be
valued by all our readers. Mr. Brit-
ten was born in 1516, and was first
drawn toward the medical profession.
Before completing his studies, how-
ever, he was diverted toward botany—
to which he was inclined by nature—
through the offer of a position in the
Kew Herbarium. He was rapidly pro-
moted, and was soon recognized as an
authoritative exponent of plant life.
In 1891 he was advanced to a post in
the botanical department of the British
Museum, of which he ie now senlor as-
sistant ; and it is said by one who
knows him well, writing in the New
Kra, that he might have becowne ihe
head of his department had he not
generously waived his claim to promo
tion in favor of a colleague, the more
freely to devote himself to the Catholic
Trute Society. For twenty - eight
years he has edited the Journal of
Botany, and for elght years he was the
editor of Nature Notes. He has writ-
ten a standard work on ‘‘ European
Ferns,’ and was joint compiler of the
¢« Dictionary of English Plant Names "
and of the ‘‘Biographical Index of
British and Irish Botanists.”

Mr. Britten had been brought up in
a High Church household, but the writ-
ings of Newman and ‘‘a seemingly
chance meeting with a Catholic priest”
helped him into the Church. Soon
after his conversion he threw himself
into the work of ameliorating the con-
ditions of poor Catholics, Sixteen
years ago two kindred spirits met Mr.,
Britten in his rooms and organized the

terprise boasted of a capital of twelve
poundssterling. ** Mr. Britten's resid-
ence was warehouse, counting-house,
and editorial cflice. He himsell was
editor, manager, accountant, and
cflize-boy. His own hands tied up and
dispatched the orders which first
dribbled in.” That the society has
now become one of the most powerful
vehicles of the truth in modern times
is largely due to Mr. Britten’s initia
tive and wiledom, In 1897 Pope Leo
XIII. made thls zealous layman a
Koight of St. Gregory the Great.—
Ave Maria,

- goinia
“WHY I BECAME A CATHOLIC.”
Interesting I*I\|n~rlr~l(:n(-|s of the Hon.

Henry O, Dillon, the Eminent Call-

fornia Jurist,

Hon. Henry C. Dillon, the eminent
Southern California jarist, read a
thoughtful and interesting paper on
the subject, ‘' Why I Bacame a Catho
lle,” at the last meeting ot the New-
man Club. Mr. Dillon says he would
not care to answer the question were
it not for the fact that there are many
others now considering this important
step who might profit by his experi-
ence. Continuing, he says, in part:
HIS MATURE CONSIDERATION OF THE
SUBJECT

In answering the question, ** Why I
Became & Catholic,” I am painfully
aware of the fact that [ am dealing
with a porsonal matter, likely to be
misunderstood and apt to provoke criti-
cism. It would have been rash to have
aunswered this question sooner. To
answer it now, 1n the second year of
my novitiate, after mature thought,
copnstant study of the doctrines of the
Church and some experience in her
lite, the answer way, I hope, have
some weight

When a Protestant, a free thinker,
an infidel, if you please, after having
arrived at the age of fifty years, and
being in the full possession of his facul
ties, faces about, recants his cast con
victions and adopts the *‘ credo " of the
Catholic—a like respect for his old
companions in thought requires that
he should give good and suflicient
reasons therefor. All converslons are
the direct result of the interposition of
the lioly Spirit. Not even the great
apostie of the Gentiles attempted to
formulate his theological reasons for
his chacge of faith until long after th»
light of heaven fell upon him, and
time had been given for mature study
and reflection,

FHINGS THAT DID NOT INFLUENCE JUDGE

DILLON,

In attempting to account for such a
conversion upon rational grounds, one
may say it resulted from the law of he
redity, His paternal ancestors were
Irish Catholics. Heis ‘“‘achip of the old
block.” Like has produced like. No
doubt there is some truth in that state-
ment. There is a law called heredity,
and our actions are somewhat shaped
by it, but it does not govern our be-
liefs. If it did, there would have been
no such thing as Protestantism, and
Martin Luther would have remained a
monk. A politician might account
for it upon the theory that the convert
was angling for the Catholic vote. But
if the convert was not then, and is not
now, in politics, studiously keeps out,
and attends strictly to business, such]a
theory must be abandoned. Moreover,
the man who expects to get into cilice
in our day on the strength of his Cath-
olicity, will ‘‘cool his heels" a long
time in the ante-chambers of the nom-
inating convention. The Catholic
vote is & very desirable thing to have,
but Catholic candidates are not wanted.
PHINGS THAT TURN THE MIND TO GOD,

I have advanced the belief that it is
God's Holy Spirit working in the hearts

1.k

0i mon, and noel ar enf, which C(
vinces and converts, A great sorrow,
reverses of fortune, sickness, the pray-
ers of a devout mother or devoted
friend (like my good Father Tabb),
the contemplation of good works and
good examples by faithful servants of
God—all or any of these are suflizient to
arrest aitention and turn the mind
Godward, especially when the prayer,
“ Thy Kingdom Come," is ever on the
lips and the hearts is yearning for that
peace which passes unders'anding.
RIGHT OF PRIVATE JUDGMENT LEADS TO
UNBELIEF,

Fortunately for me, I was educated
in the Protestant KEpiscopal Church,
and in the higheet wing of it. We
called ourselves Anglican Catholics.
In the creed we declared our belief in
the ‘ Holy Catholic Church,” even
while the word '‘ Protestant 'stared at
us from the flyleaf of the prayer book.
A love of consistency, the exercise of
the Protestant right of private judg-
ment, together with the dogmas of
gcience, falsely so-called, led me away
from that excellent communion of de-
vout men and women, aud caused me
much sorrow at the parting. This
right of private judgment, wita parti-
cular references to the interpretation
of the Scriptures,
fsm ; to Unitarianism, to the very op-
posite pole of Catholicism. The anti-
dote and corrective was found in the
study and practice of the law. This
led me to see how confusing and de-
structive such a dectrine would be if
applied to the law. Without a court of
last resort to interpret the law, it was
easy to see how anarchy would prevail,
When a man becomes his own inter-
preter, authority of the Goveanment
ceases.

SAW

lad ma to acanatio—
led ma to agaost

PROTESTANTISM DISTINEGRATED
AND HOPELESSLY DIVIDED.

Following this train of thought, it
was not difficult to trace in history and
gee with my own eyes the effect of
such anarchistic doctrines upon the
world and upon its own advocates. |
saw Protestantism disintegrated and
hopelessly divided. Free thought had
ended in infidelity.

be the most fragmentary of books, It l
was difficult to understand, sometimes |
apparently contrad ctory. As a law- |
yer, the couclusion was formed upon |
me that an authoritative interpreter
was a logical necessity. To admit
that was to admit the doctrines of the '
infallinility of the Pope aud all the
the doctrines of Catholic Church
FARCHED MANY ISMS F'OR THE I'ATHER-
1HOOD 01 v.\'av |
There were ethical reasons, also, why
I became a Catholle.  From pulpitand
platform I had heard much of the
I'atherhood of God and the Brother
hood of man, I was much inclined to
the conviction that both of them were
to be found in their best estate outside
of the churches. A wider experience
taught me differently. For a realiza-
tion of that dream 1 gearched diligent
ly and consclentiously through Odd
fellowship, Masonry, the Llberal
League, Unitarianism and kindred
ethical societies. But the god of all
these was not a father, He was a mere
abstraction, a first causge, an over-goul,
a law, not a lawgiver.
FOUND THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD AND
BROTHERHOOD Ol MAN IN THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH,
As for the brotherhood of man, let
those who have searched for it through
all the secret benevolent societies and
fraternal organizations, tell me {f
they have been more tuccessful than I
in finding it. I did not fied it until I
gearched for it in the Catholic Church,
There I found the brotherhood kneel-
ing side by eide upon the same hard
floor. There I found all gorts and con
ditions of men, all colors, all nations,
blended by a common faith in the same
Heavenly Father into a universal
brotherhocd, a Catholic Church.
There all tongues confess one L.ord,
ove faith, one baptism, and in one
universal language praise God's Holy
Name i
Socialiem, is an
and Altruism, as its religious counter-

economic system,

part, were also very attractive sub
jects to me, I was longing for the
time to come wh the only competl
tion among men migh “ Who best
can serve his fellowman.” My prac

tical attempts in this direction anad
thoce of athers which cama nndar mv
observation, were failures They
were destroyed by the selfishness of
man

CATHOLI( SOCIALISM AND ALTRUISM

My attention was called to Sociallsm
and Altruism as taught and practiced
in the Catholic Church. Monastic life,
the brotherhoods and sisterhoods, were
examined, The Franciscans of this
coast in particular were studied. All
these succeeded in the work they had
to do. Some of them have been sup-
pressed in times of persecution by the
State—but always to the injury and
disgrace of the State. They are still
in successful operation. I saw how
they girdled the earth with their hos-
pitals. schools and churchas ; how they
had spread from pele to pole ; are they
algo
A CH

RCH ALWAYS COSMOPOLITAN
DEMOCRATIC

As I read the history of the Catholic

Church in this light, I saw that she

had always been cosmopoiitan and

democratic. The poorest lad could be-

come Pope. There is not a place in

AND

the sacred ministry which any
ragged, barefoct boy may not
reach. Her Popes are elected from

all nations, Her missionaries have
sacrificed their lives all over the world.
Her strength lies in the fact that she is
universal. In England the Queen is
head of the Church, in Russia the Czar;
but the Catholic Church has put before
the world the idea of a Church for hu
manity, bounded by no national lines
National barriers are belng broken
duwii.
A, . A, HELPED HIM INTO THE CATHO=
LIC CHURCH
I am also bound to acknowledge the
obligations 1 am under to well known
friends—the A. . A.'s. Long before
I had thought of becoming a Catholic,
these sticklers for truth declared I was
one, and had been seen Communing at
the altar rail. The more I denied ir,
the louder the cock crew. At length
it occurred to me that a Church which
excited the hostility of such men must
be a very good Church ; and that her
doctrines must be true if no weapons
better than perjury and forgery could
be brought against them. Thus it has
always happened to me, 1am indebted
to both my friends and enemies. Both
have helped to bring me into the Cath
olic Church, The friends led, the ene-
mies drove, and so I got there sooner
than I otherwise would.
POLITICS DROVE HIM TO SEEK TRUE MAN
HOOD SOMEWHERE
I must also admit my obligations to
the politicians and the parties. With-
out them you would not know all the
reasons why I became a Catholic. 1
had studied them all closely ; tried
always to vote for the best men on the
ticket, regardless of thelr party aflilia-
T waa tn ha
reformed by a new party to grow out
of the old. Experience, however,
however, taught me that the new party
man was just as hungry for office as
the old one, if not more so, because
longer from the crib. He was nota
bit more honest and not nearly so well
qualified. I finally became convinced
that the reform of all reforms must con
sist in growing a better man, Good
laws do no good when put in the hands
of bad men to execute. Bad laws are
shorn of their badness when put in the
hands of good men to enforce. KFrom
this the next step was not difficult.
The Church, not the party, must grow
this man.
THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CANNOT GROW A
FULLY DEVELOPED MAN.
Even the Public school cannot grow
him, because it is forbidden by law to
grow anything but a one sided man, a

ViUlib.

As a student of the sacred writings,

fore ' Popery "’ is a huge imposition, and

Catholic Truth Society, The new en-

. I was compelled to admit the Bible to

| half man, and that the worst half. In

{ Christlan education &

are with us. It {s the parent, whvthur'
Catholic or Protesiant, not the state,

upon whom both the right and duty |
rests. My study and investigation led

me to prefer the Catholle system of |
education for the same reason that I
prefor the CatholicChurch,but I shall be |
always glad to extend the vight hand of [
fellowship to parent
no creed, who b

§

overy creed,and !
ove with me in
3 the reform of all
reforms ; and that a Godless aducation
is corrupting public life and filling our
prisons with the best blood of the land.
Of the infallibility of the Pope, of
saints and images, of purgatory and
hell, of candies and inceuse, of pen-
ances and indulgences, and other doe
trines of the Catholic Church, I have
said nothing, because they do not ex-
plain why I became a Catholic. They
more properly belong to a paper—if I
should ever write one—telling why |
am & Catholic. Those who are inter-
ested in these subjects and earnestly
desire to know the truth should read
““The I"aith of Oar Fathers,” by Car
dinal Glbbons, and other Kindred
works. ‘' If they will not hear these
they will not believe though one rose
from the dead.’

FACED ABO

I 1KF Y RODIGAL

When [ presented myselt, a stranger

to our good Bishop Montgomery,
and told him that I wanted to
become a Catholic, [ was al
ready convinced and only needed

instructions and the Sacraments of the
Church. For these 1 shall always be
grateful to Fathers Clifford and Doyle.
[ have no apologies to offer, no defence
to make for my past conduct and past
belietf. To the charge that I have
entertained various opinions in the
past and have not been steadfast and

immovable in any one, ! enter a plea
of gullty.

The prophecy, ‘‘He will change
again,” reminds me of an incident that
occeurred in a Catholic church in Color
ado. A little boy attended Mass for
the first time with his father They
both went out of curiosity [t hap
pened that the Bishop was the celebrant,
and the boy watched with amaz

nt the changing of the DBishop's
vestments before the high altar,

& ceremony that seemea Lo oln ke
undressing and dressing before the
At length he could stand it
1o longer and turned to his father with
the remark : ** Daddy, | wonder what
he'll do next 7"’

Some of my frisnds and relations are
equally solicitous about me. In view

people.

of what they regard as my past incon-
¢lstencies and chaugeableness, they
wonder ‘*what I'll do next.” God

ounly knows. In the words of our great
Cardinal Newman [ can only say :

* Lead kindly Light :
Lead Thou me on

Just as I was, without one plea, I
faced about like the prodigal son.
My belly was filled with the husks of
free thought and reform nostrums. I
longed for what Archimides called
Pousto, & place where one can stand
and feel the solid ground beneath him.
I started back and never stopped
until I reached my Iather’s house.
Its portals opened. 1 was received
with loving embrace. 1 became a
Catholic. May God give me grace
here to remain and manfully to fight
under His bannsr, the Cross, unto wmy
life's eud.

MRS 5 -~
SOME OBSTACLES TO CONVER-
SION.

Protestantism 1s daily becoming
more and more moribund. As a re
liglon it has lost its hold wupon the
Protestant masses. The descendants

af tha old Paritans, onca so confident
and so strict, are now all at sea and
rapidly drifting in the direction of
agnosticism, Meantime the Catholic
Church is very much alive in all parts
of the land, and rap!diy coming to the
fore. It cffers to our non-Catholic
friends a refuge from the doubts by
which they are being assalled, and
many are belng induced to take shel
ter in that safe retreat. We may say
many, but the wonder is that the num-
ber is comparatively so small, With
all the attracticns which Holy Church
holds out to weary, wandering souls,
the question naturally arises, What
are the obstacles that prevent a larger
accession to her loving and inviting
portals ?

In aitempting to answer this ques
tion we may remark, in the first place,
that the greatest obstacle of all is ig-
norance. If in any way the mass of
our I’rotestant fellow-citizens could be
come acquainted with the real claims
of the Catholic Church—the strength
and loglcal consistency of her intellect-
ual system, the beauty and grandeur
of her worship ; her admirable adapta-
tion to all the wants and aspirations of
the human soul, we can not doubt that
they would flock to her portals like
doves to their cotes when night cometh
on. Butthe ignorance of the mass of
Protestants on these points is really
wonderful, Even intelligent, edu
cated men, and men having a reputa-
tion for learning, oftentimes display
an ignorance of the real teaching of
the Catholic Church which i8 anything
but creditable to them. Of course
they have read more or less about the
Church, and they think they know it
all ; but, unfortunately for their can-
dor and consistency, their information
has all come from non-Catholic sources.
They have never thought it worth
while to look into a Catholic book to seo
what Catholics have to say for them-
selves. In politics they are more rea-
gonable and consistent. The last
thing they would think of would be to
go to the organs of the opposing party
for a correct representation of the
opinions of their own party. Yet,
they seem not to be conscious of the in-

this reform the wisest of the Protestants

J—

a similar proceeding In deciding the
vastly more importaut questions of re-
ligion,

Another obstacle, not less formide
able, perhaps, in the way weepting
Catholic trath is prejudic blind, un-
reasoning prejadice Ev sensible,
right-thinking person will acknow-
ledge, theoretically, at least, the duty
and imperative obligation of seeking
honestly for the truth, as f hidden
treasure, and without fear or favor,
following it wherever 1t may lead,
But the great mass of Protestants, un-

der the influence of anti-Catholic pre-

judice, seem to feel perfectly justified
in drawing the line at the Catholie
Church. Sometimes they are appar-
ently unconsclous of this prejadice,
and they will resent the imputation
that they are under its influence.
Yet, it is there, They have drunk it
in with their mothers’ milk. They
have grown up in an atmosphere of
prejadice. They have been taught
from earllest childhood to look wupon
the Cathollc Church as corrupt and
abominable and by all means to be
avolded.

They have, indeed, in these latter
days, seen reason to modify their opin-
lons In fact, exeept in the most re-
tired country districts, they have seen
abundant reason to convince them if
they were willing to bhs convinced,
that they have been entirely mistaken
~that, in fact, there is really no
ground for the cock and bull stories
which constitute the basls of anti-
Catholic prejudice

Still, they can not get rid of the old
feeling . In fact, in too many in-
they don't want to be con-
They don’t want to be Catho-
and they prefer to chew all in-
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fluences that would incline them in
that direction, They seem to have a
ort of premonition—at least a strong

suspicion—that if they should under
take to investigate t} claims of the
Catholle Church they would be con

vinced of their truth and feel compelled
conslistently to join the Church, and
that ust what they don't want to de,
I'ney do wot stop to reflact that they
ay possibly be jeopardizing their

1
eternal esalvation

\And this brings us to a third ob-
stacle, and thal is huinan respect ins
thought occars to them : What would
my friends and neighbors say if I
should abandon the religions opinions
and associations of a life-time and cast
in my lot with those who, it uot now
nated and despised as they once were
here, are certainly not considered by
my Protestant friends the most suitable
and desirable associates ?  Catholie
congregations, these coward souls say,
are 50 mixed—there are so many poor
people among them. They seem to
forget that the gospel of Jesus Christ
was designed speclially for the poor,
and that one of the greatest glories of
the Cathoile Church, andone of the
most striking and convineing evi-
dences of its divinity is just this fact—
it is the home of the poor. It would
be well for such objectors to remember
that Oar Lord Jesus has Himself de-
clared : ** Whosoever is ashamed of
Me snd of My words in this adulterous
generation, the Son of Man also will
be ashamed of him when He shall
come in the glory of His Father with
the holy angels.”'—Sacred Heart Re-
view.

- . i

MOORISH HOSPITALITY.

The Ave Maria prints this touch-
ing little story of herolc hospitality :
Among the Moors a guest is sacred.
Oace having eaten with a Moor you
may be sure that he will guard you
with his life. There is a pretty story
told which illustrates this :
A Spanishk cavalior had a quarrel
with a Moor and slew him. Then the
Spauniard ran away as fast as he could,
and, seeing a garden wall, jumped

over. His alarm was great when he
fonnd that its owner was a Moor. The
fugitive fell upon his knees.

“ Save me, 1 implore you!" he
cried.

The Moor handed him balf a peach
and bade him eat it
‘““Now you are
“You are my

harm you."

He took the Spaniard to his house,
locked him in and assured him that he
need not worry. Presently there was
a loud knocking at the garden gate
and & sound of lamentations arose.

‘““Who is there?” asked the Moor,
alarmed for the safety of his guest.

“ We bring the body of your son !”
was the answer,

The Moor opened the gate without
delay and instinctively knew the truth.

“ Dascribe the murderer,” he said ;
and as they obeyed, he knew that his
son's slayer was his guest. But he
kept the secret. When night came he
sought the Spaniard.

safe,” he sald.
guest, Nothing shall

**Man,” he said, ‘‘ho whom you
killed was my only son. He was the
b o

apple of my eye, the joy of my heart;
in losing him I have lost all that makes
life worth living. DBat you are my
guest ; you have eaten within my
carden walls. I shall not give you up.
You deserve to die, but your blood
shall not be upon my hands.

He then led the astonished Spaniard
to his stable, mounted him on a fleet
horse and bade him begone. The
Moor had kept his faith.

-— il

May it not be a comfort to those of us who
feol that we have not tha mental or spiritual
power that many others possess, to notice
that the living sacrifice mentioned by St.
Paul is our ‘‘ bodies ?"’ Of course that in-
cludes the mental power ; but does it not also
include the loving, sympathizing glance, the
kind, encouraging word, the ready service
for another, the work of our hands,—oppor-
tunities for all of which come oftener than
tor the mental power we are tempted to feel
envy ?

St. Basil the Greatlikens the giving of bread

! consistency and unreason of adopting

to the paor, to the sowing of seed, which muls
tiplies a hundredfold,
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