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of Jesus suffices to make all his agents go back-
ward and fall to the ground. He, as far as they
. were concerned and Satan’s power went, was free.
But the Father had given Him the cup to drink,
He freely offers Himself to drink it, shewing the
same unweakened power as ever, that of those
given to Him He might lose none. )
Wondrous scene of obedience and love! But
whatever the suffering may be (and who can tell
- it?) it was the free moving of a man in grace, but
of a man perfect in obedience to God. The cup
His Father has given Him to drink, shall He not
drink it? How utterly, though indeed there, do
the unhappy instruments of this power of evil dis-
appear before the offering up of Christ by Himself -
in obedience and love! The power of death, as
that of the enemy, gone through with His Father,
and gone, and He in blessed willing obedience now
taking the awfual cup itself from His Father's
hand!  ""-ver can we meditate too much upon the
path of Christ here. ‘We may linger around the
spot and learn what no other place or scene can
tell—a perfectness which is learnt from Him alone,
But I must turn now to other parts of Christ’s sor-
row, for I can only touch on its causes and char-
acter. ' :
Sin itself must have been a continual source of
sorrow to the Lord’s mind. If Lot vexed his righ-
teous soul with seeing and hearing, when so practi-
cally far from God, what must the Lord have suf:
fered in passing through this world ! T doubt not




