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The Germmans Held' 4t}
AlongYpres-ComzerEs Ca
 British Take Over New Portions of French

Line—General French Saw Balance Swing
Steadily to Side of Allies. ;

S, e 157

At

(London Times, May 30.) ; ;
the first despatch ‘Penned by General Sis Douglas Haig:

We publish, below

“Haig’s Despatch|
Covering Six Months OPeratwns

as commander-in-chief of the British forces in France and Belgium. It is dateds |

May 19, and covers the pedodfroﬂDcumbn!%i?IS,wbedS&deqgh:M J
was appointed successor to Field Marshal ' ¢ .

War Office, London, SW.,
2 May 29, 1916.
The following despatch has been: re-
ceived by the secretary of state for war
from) General ‘Sir Douglas Haig, G.C.B.,
commander-in-chief, the British forcesin

France: g
General Headquarters, *

May 19, 1916,

1..I have the honor to report the oper-
ations of the British' forces serving in
France and Belgium since December 18,
1915, on which date, in accordance with
the orders of his majesty’s government,
I assumed.the. chief command. i

‘During this period, the only offensive.
effort: made by the enemy on a great
ecale was directed against” our French
Allies ‘near Verdun. ' The fghting in
that area has "been prolonged and se-
vere. The results have been ‘worthy of
the high traditions: of the French army
and of great service to the cause of the
Allies. . The efforts made by the enemy
have cost him heavy losses both in men

and in prestige,-and he has made these|

sacrifices . without - gaining . any

advan-
tage to counterbalance:them. il Gt

/the relief of the French troops on a

- ‘portion of their defensive front, This
relief T was glad to be ‘able to af-
ford,
‘ Tts execution on a considerable
front, evetywhere in close touch with
the enemy, was a somewhat delicate '
operation, but it was carried out
’ g wadmdwﬂlﬁ’

se shown by the enemy

during. the relief,

A Continuous Struggle,

2. On the British front no action on a
great scale, such as that at Verdun, has
been; fought during the past five months,
nevertheless our troops have bheen far
from idle or imactive. Although the
struggle, in a general sense, has not been

intense, it has been. everywhere contin-|

vous, and there have been many sharp
loeal actions. b $

The maintenance and repair of our de-
fences alone, especially in winter, entails
constant heavy work. . Bad weather and
the enemy combine to flood and destray
trenches, dug-outs, and communications;
all such damages- must be repaired
promptly, under fire, and almost entirely
by night. : . ;

Artillery: and snipers are practically
never silent, patrols are out in front of
the lines every might, and heavy bom-
bardments by the artillery of one or
both- sides | take place daily in various
parts of the line. Below ground there
is continual mining and counter-mining,
which, by the ever-present threat of
sudden explosion and’ the uncertainty as
to when and where it will take place,
causes perhaps a more constant strain
than any other form of warfare, In the
air there is seldom a day, however bad
the weather, when aircraft are not busy
reconnoitering, photographing, and ¢b-
serving fire. ' All this is taking place
constantly at .any hour of the day or
night, and in any part of the line.

8. In short, altkough there has been
no great incident of historic: importance
to record ou the British front during the
period under review, a steady and con-
tinuous fight has gone ‘on, day and
night, above ground and below it. The
comparative monotony "of ‘this st
has been relieved at short intervals by

" sharp local actions, some of which, al-

though individually almost insignificamt
in 2’ war on. such an immense scale,
would have been: thought worthy of a
separate . despatch under “different con-
ditions, while thelr cumulative effect,
though difficult to appraise at its true
value -now, will ‘doubtless prove here-
after to have been considerable.

One: form of minor activity deserves
special mention, namely, the raids of
“cutting out parties” which are made
at. least twice or three times a week
against the enemy’s line.. They consist
of a brief attack, with some special oh-
Ject, on a section of the .epposing
trenches, usually carried out at night by
a small body of men. The character of
these operations—the preparation of a
road through our own and the enemy’s
wire—the crossing of the open ground
unseen—the  penetration -of the enemy’s
trenchés—the “hand-to-hand  fighting  in
the darkness e;ndh the 'uncerta‘lntyr s to
the strength of the-opposing force<-give
peculiar scope ‘to the gallantry, dash and
quickness of decision ‘of ‘the: troops en-
gaged;: and much skill and daring are
frequently displayed in these operations:

The initiative in “these minor opera-
tions was taken, and on the whole has
been held, hy us; but the Germans have
recently attempted some bold and well-
conceived raids against our lines, many
of which have been driven back, al-
though some have succeeded in ‘pene-
irating, as has been reported by me from
time to time. A &

4. Of  the numerous. local ‘actions al-
Iuded ‘to, the total mumber, omittin~ the
more ‘minor - raids, amounts to aver 60
since Dée, 19, of which-the most !gnport-
ant haye béen:* i VA M

The - operations -at ~The Bluff; the
Hohenzollern - Redoubt, .and at. St Eloi;
the mining operations and cratér fight-
ing in the Loos salient and on the Vimy

idge; -and’ the hoslilé gas attacks north

d

and they succeeded
{which was immediately organized, en-
.{enemy and: to pursue him to his own.

.jtempts  against’ other ‘trenches in  the]

Loeg Teboeh

‘pres fl December, and opposite Hul-
luch ‘gnd Messines in April.

“The most recent local overations wor-
thy of mention are the capturé of some

‘on: May 11, and the
capture by us of 250 yards of their

' of May 15-16. <

these local operations, it will suffice to
Ld,elérlbe fwo' or three of the most im-
Portant. - e
Ypres and The Bluff.

During the perlod Feb. 8 to 19 the
enemy increased activity in the
Ypres salient, and carried out a series of
infantry attacks, preceded, as a rule, by
intense bombardment, and by the explo-
sion of mines. These attacks may, no
doubt, be regarded as a subsidiary opera-|
tion, designed partly to  secure logal

distract ‘attention
geb %ons ﬁu’r‘Verdun, which ‘began on
- After several days' heavy shelling over
the whole of our line in this area, the
first attack took place on Feb. 12, at the
extreme left of our line to the morth of|

800 yards of our trenches by the Ger-| i
| mans’ at the Kink,

5. As an illustration of the nature of/ :

points of vantage, but probably also to|
from  the impending|

Ypres. A bombing attack was launch-

5

ed by the G in the early morning,
eeded in  capturing our
trenches. ' Our counter attack, however,

abled us to clear our trenches: of the

After a period of further bombardment
on both sides, the German fire again in-
creased in intensity against our trenches
and the French line beyond them; and
in the evening a second a

made to rush our extreme left—t!

time ;
entirely ‘without

sutcess.” Smaller at-

ieighborhood were made ' at the Sameéf
time, but were immediately repulsed by
rifle and machine gun fire. Throughout
the operations our position in’ this part
of the line remained intact, except i
two isolated trenches of no tactical im-}
portance were captured by the enemy a
day or two later; they were subsequent-
1y obliterated' by our artillery  fire.
this fighting the French on
our immediate left rendered us the
prompt, and valuable . asdistance which
we have at all times received from them.
Another series of German attacks was
launched about the same: time in the
neighborhood of Hooge, to the east: of
Ypres. The enemy had pushed out sev-
eral saps in-front of his and
connected them up into & firing line some
150 yards from our lines. During the
whole of Feb, 18 he heavily bombarded/|
our front line trenches in this neighbor-
hood, and ‘completely destroyed them.
On the following = afternoon an intense
bombardment of our. line began, and the}
enemy exploded - & series of mines ‘in
front of our trenches, simultaneously
launching infantry attacks against ‘Hooge
and ‘the northern' and southern ends of
Sanctuary Wood. Each of these attacks
was repulsed by artillery, machine gun,
and rifle fire,

* a temporary coveri:
the  captured trenches in’ rear were

t was | |

' without much opposition, swept on

past it and. seized the German third.
fine at the eastern side of the salient.
‘This litie. was ‘not suitable to hold
permanently, but it proved useful as
béing consolidated, and at night

the covering party was withdrawn
centre attack met and uptured,aftgt‘

: some fighting, several Germans comi |

ing out of their dug-outs,” -

party, at the"

first  attemipt, fafleq 1o
Gamuastritghiie bt those who bad

. The enemy’s trenches were foimd

full of dead asg a result of our bom-

bardment, and five. officers m§ 253 . {ful.

other ranks were ca

ptured. :
The support of the heavy and field

artillery, ‘and 'a number of trench
mortars, contributed largely to the

success of the operation,

St. Eloi, -

6. On March 27 our troops made an
attack ‘with the object of straightening
out the line at 'St. Eloi, .and

away the small Germ

.| proved untenable, and at the present time
our troops are occupyifig trenches rough- | Co

reach ‘the

~theavy “barrage,” or curtain of artillery:

fire, was placed on three parts of this |/

' | area, and

{south of La

an salient which

1in the Ypres salient
the month, although both sides displayed

enemy was more
northern bank ' of

icounter attack,
gaining ‘the lost trenches,
was

adopt slower and more

rather more than the usual activity.

ary bombardment by our

effected a. complete surprise,

had constructed, in which
captured: at leisure. Otherwise o
hand  attacking party, whose”

tion.

w1 he-front Hins of thcmm fats
tack, reaching its assigned objective

Further to the south, however, the
successful.  On the
the Ypres-Comines
Canal. there is a narrow ridge, 80 to 40
feet high, covered with trees—probably
the heap formed by excavation when the
canal was dug—which forms a feature,of
the flat-wooded country at the southern
bend of the Ypres salient, It runs out-
ward through' our territory almost into
the German area, so that our trenches
pass over the eastern point of it, which
is known as. The Bluff, Here also our
trenches were almost obliterated by the
bombardment on the afternoon of . the
14th, following with a sudden rush of
hostile infantry was successful in cap-
turing these and other front-line trenches
immediately ‘north of The Bluff—some
600 yards in all.  Two’ of these trenches
were at once regained, but the others
were- held by the enemy, in the face of
several counter attacks.  On the night of
the 15th-16th we made an unsuccessful
with: the object of re-
} An advance
begun across the open on the north
side of-the canal, combined with grea-
ade attacks along  the communication
trenches immediately north’ of The Bluff.
The night was very dark, and heavy
had turned the ground Into a guagmire,
so that progress was difficult for the at-
tacking force, which was unable to con-
solidate its position in the face of heavy
machine gun and rifle fire.. After the
failure of this attack it was decided to
methodical meth-
ods h;:; reoe;pturing the lost trenches, and ;
nothing of special importance oceurredyin-the by two feet by the morn=:
Krlﬁg the rest of | g o 1 t‘e'y | affs ]

4

The recapture of The Bluff took place
after the enemy -had ‘held it for seven-
teen days.  After several days’ rdimit:; portéd’ by another;  hes pen
eIy,
assault was carried out'at 420 a. m, on
-March 2. Measures taken to deceive the
enemy were successful, and our. infantry

enemy with their bayonets unfixed, and
many of them without rifles or' equip-
ment, ‘About fifty Germans took refuge
in ‘a crater at the easterniend of The
Bluff, and these put up a brief resistance
before taking. refuge in the. tunnels. they
they were|
¢ r Hight

was The, Bluff, met with little opposi-

encroached on the semi-cirdle of our line
in the Ypres salient to.a: depth of ‘abeu

100 yards over a front of some 600 yards.
The operation was. begun by the firing
of six very large mines; the charge was
s¢ heavy that the explosion was felt in
towns several miles behind ‘the lines,
and large numbers of the enemy were
killed. Half a minute after the explo-
sion -our..infantry attack- ‘was : launched
aiming at the German second line. ‘The
right. attack met with, little opposition,’
and captured its assigned objective; but
the left attack was not 30 successful, and
a gap was. left in possession of the Ger:
mans,.. through which they entered one
of the craters. The following days were
spent by. both sides ‘n heavy bombard-
ment and in. unsuccessful attacks, -in-

majning: trenches, and. on the. part of the
Germans to'drive us from the positions

In the very early moming of April 8
we . succeeded in. recapturing  the crater
and the trenches still held by the enemy,
thereby securing the whole of our orig-

first attack on. March 27, and five offi-
cers and 80 men in the aé:nck on. April

rain| 8. The work of consolidating our ‘new

position, however, proved extremely dif-
ficult, owing to the. wet soil, heavy shell-
ing and mine explosicns; though pumps
were brought up and efforts at draining
were instituted, the result achieved was!
comparatively small.| By dint of much
Leavy: work . the ‘brigade “holding /  these
trenches succeeded in reducing the water

the ‘new: trenches  p ally.
exist. On the morning. of 't ¢
enemy attacked ‘with one battalion sup-
most-eraters, Tt is. difficult to follow in

weeks, which ‘consisted in repeated -at-

the tacks by both: sides on more-or less iso-
lated mineicraters, the trench:linés hay-|-

ing been' destroyed. by shell fire. Great
efforts- were made to - maintain "com<

ed to me that

captured all .that remained s

tended. on ‘our part to capture the re-|A

inal objective. 'We had, moreover, cap-| A
tured five iofficers. and 195 mem in the|

‘ 5 a b s ¥ X %
bt - 173rd Tunneélling Company;: Royal:-En-
Swﬂ“ 3 . Ak B,

new line, and: gairied: the two .wester=|
detail’ the fighting of the next ' three| 24th

munication. with. the garrisons -of these| " 2nd By
advanced posts; rand with -considergble | :

tion Won'by i« ‘o ‘thé 27th Mazch and [Own

new ones, was subsequently found to
incorrect. The new craters, being ex-
posed to the enemy’s’view and to the
fnll weight of his l:“ﬁllery ‘fire, have

Iy in,the Iine ‘which’ was held
by them bgnr:’?he 27th. i
German Gas Attacks,.

7. On'the night o April 29-80° the
enemy carried out & gds attack on acon-
siderable scale ‘near’ Wiilverghem, on a

opened’ by heavy riflevand machine-gun

released..  Imimediately -~ afterwards a

ght .infartry attacks werel
launched. egfht 2se, altacks only two

diately . repelled, while
about 40 minutes’ " occupation, - The
enemy’s object' would appear to have
beén the destruction of mipe, shafts, ‘as
& charge of | otton was found

exploded in & disused shaft, to which the|

4

{enemy had penetrated. 'But if this was|ter

bis object he was completely unsuccess-

Similar attacks were made by the
Germans_ in front of Vermelles, to the
'Ba , on the ”ul: and
29th  April, the discharge of a highly
concentr gas beg? accompanied by
bombardment with lachrymatory ' and
jother shells and the explosion of ‘& ming
On the first occasion two minor infantry
attacks penetrated our trenches, - but
'were driven out-almiost immediately ;- on
the second: occasion a small attack was
repulsed; but the more serious’ advance
‘which appears to: have 'been .intended
was -probably -rendered  impossible by
the fact that a part of the enemy’s gas
broke.-back over his own lines, to the
visible confusion of his troops, who were

8. "While many other units: have done
excellent: work during the: period - under
review; the following have been special-
1y brought to my notice for good work
in carrying out or repelling :local at-
tacks and raidss--

8rd Divisional Artillery, .

17th Divisional /A rtillery. . -

ST . CANADIAN D

35T, IVISIONAL
62nd ‘Brigade, Royal Field Artillery.

88rd Battery, Royal ‘Field Artillery

(Lahore). » Loy
22ND - CANADIAN - (HOWITZER)

BRIGADE: - :

i 24th .Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison

Artillery. ¢ ’

116th Heavy Battery, Royal Garrison
i 7 L]

122nd .Heavy Battery, R;oypl Garrison
Artmer{.
" 8rd Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Ar-

12th Siege Battery, Royal = Garrison
Acxtillery. i

9th Field Company, Roysl Engineers,

56th Field Company, Royal Engineers.

70th Field' Company, Royal Engin-

eers.
-17th Pield Company, Royal Engineers;
1st. (Cheshire) Field Comp_any,x Royal

TnZNeers, o s PR AN i X :
affdfrs| 170th Tunnelling Company, Royal En-

lmd- Tungiellin; Comp._uny, R?yd

2ETs. by BA
.258rd Tunnelling’ Company, .
¥ § s

egiment).

(rd. ApHL This ‘report probubly’ due
Lo da%“‘tén h‘ﬂh‘ ‘been mistn‘k‘rn for

1

J

yal Lancaster Regiment).

Ow'n(

| Light Infangry. a ;
‘ Rgh;;ﬂ:rnce) Bmttahon,‘ B‘“"""E’;‘ able and satigfactory than the progress

v Wales”
.| Own,(West. Yorkshire Regiment), (Ter'
- [vitorial). -« :

1. 11th  (Service) Battalion, Laneashire
Fusiliers. ’ R

 { killing Fusiliers.

: ment (Territorial). .
4 ment.

| #nd Battalion, The Border’ Regimént.

. 11th?(Service) Battalion, The Border
t bk Y

bo{

front ‘of 8,500 yirds.2 FWe’speration was W{.lco (Nrth Staff

fire under coverof which the gas was|Li

| €TS8,
; one was imme-| 2nd Battalion, The Royal Irish Rifies.

¢ fle the other was
driven out by 'a epunter-attack “after | Irish Rifies.
utes’
gyll and Sutherland’
Prince Consort’s Own).'
BATTALION,

BATTALION," = -~
counterpart in' the

the h-u\unﬁ : which is carrled “out con-
tinuously, ring the periods of rellef
all formations, i

tised ‘in all classes of the
other phases: of ‘warfare. A large num-
ber of schools also exist for the instruc-
massing for the sttack. - ; En":“ &f indizl'd:;l:!::spe;ﬂ
such’ as bombs and

cers and regimental offi
dates for ‘commissions, ete. In short,
every effort 1s made to take advantage
of the closer contact ;
and to put the’ finishing touches, often
after actual experience in the trenches,
to the training received i

B. Battery, 158rd Brigade, Royal Field |

notice the admirable work  which the
Royel Flying Corps has continued to
perform, in spite of niuch unfavorable
.| weather, in carrving out reconnaissance
duties, in taking photographs—an im-
portant aid to reconnaissance which has
been brought to a high pitch of perfec-
tion—and in assisting the. wark. of our
artillery . by registering targets ‘and . lo-
cating hostile batteries. In the perform-
ance of this. work they have flown in
weather when no- hostile
tured out, and they have not hesitated to
! fly low, under fre of the enemy’s guns,
King's when :their ‘duties. made ‘it necessary to

do gp.  They have also carried out a

.z,_;xm

Liverpool Regiment (Territorial). ++
Jth  (Service) Battalion, Lincolnshire:
iment. E ’
4th ‘Battalion,, Suffolk
(Territorial). P
#th (Service) Battalion, Suffolk ‘Regi~
ment. " ! i

Bth . (Service) Bat:alion,- ‘Sorerset

w

24th Battalion, The Price of

: 21id--Ba,ttalion‘, Lancashire Fuﬂliem

. 15th (Service). Battalion, Lanecashire
Fusiliers. o i

17th (Service) Battalion, Lancashire
Fusiliers. 5 :

2nd Battalion, Royal Welsh Fusiliers.
15th (Service) Battalion, Royal Welsh
Fusiliers.: { .
8th (Service) Battalion, King's :Own
Scottish- Borderers.
th ‘(Seérvice) ‘Battalion, Royal Innis-

9th (Service) : Battalion, Royal Innis-
killing Fusiliers. oSy !
tZOtK - (Service) - Battalion,
niskilling Fusiliers.

1-6th Battalion, Gloucestershire Regi+

Bnyal In~

1st Battalion, East Lancashire Regi-
7th (Service) Battalion, East Surr;y
Regiment. B
. 8th (Service) Battalion, East ‘Surrey

9th- (Service) Battalion, West Riding
c.t' ¥ ¥ ‘£ »

LR

Tth. (Service) Battalion, The Border

_ Tth (Service) Battalion, Royal Sussex
Regiment: ! ; e
8th (Service) Battalion; ‘Royal:Sussex
Regiment. ' P
-Bth  (Service) Battalion, South Staf-~
fordshire Regiment. o
st Battalion, Dorsetshire Regiment.
1-4th . Batfalion, ' Oxfordshire - and
Buckinghamshire Light Infantry. ST@rﬁ-
torial). . S
Ist Battalion, Northamptonshire Regi-

ment. :
5th (Service) Battalion, Northempton-
N (Service ‘m)tBattaJ Northampton-
6th ) ion, Nort! )
shire Regiment, 5
Battalion, The King’s (Shrop-
st B mnl'g’mm f . Cambridge’
- 1st’ Battalion, o m s
Own (Middlesex Regiment). .. . - .
2nd Battalion, Duke of Cambridge’s
Own (Middlesex Regiment). ‘
2nd, Battalion, : King’s = Royal. .Rifle
TPS. AT R
6th (Service) Battalion, The Duke of.
Edinburgh’s (Whitshire Regiment). .
, ABth. (Service) Battalion; Manchester
1st Battalion, The Prince of Welss'
(North. Staffordshire . Regiment).
8th (Se;viee,) Battalion, The. Prince of

7th ice) " B m,  Hi !
bl Tt. : iw-j o e 4 ‘4 k) 3
- 8th xsem)gtthnom Seaforth High-
“Yat' Battalion, The Gordon Highland-

9th (Service) . Battalion, - The Royal

Ist  Battalion, Princess Victoria's
(Royal Irish Fusiliers), Rt b

2nd Battalion, Princess Lagh_e;&'(Ar—
é&em ice) Battalion, Royal Muns-
4 T8, . o
| ‘8rd Battalion, The Riﬂe B;lg'l.de (The
INFANTRY
INFANTRY
9. The activity described above has its
rear of our. lines in

© 9th
Fu

and ' es; the newly
and prac-

present and

" in the use
m] tr weapons

There are schools for ypim'g‘gtfaﬂ' offi-
, for candi-

with actual warfare,

BFEES

el
g.

‘9‘-

11. 1 take this opportunity fo bring to

aeroplane, ven-

e A teatue of the peiod yader re

.Won, which was for a time render-
_jed’ more

Reghment| G5

.} abletgerrigeshio -the army,. has largely

. | played marked
re Buffs, The Duke of |

| work to notice.

and pn(ujq,,q(,,mwhry import-

arry out the work in spite of this

effective by ‘the appearance in
December of 2 new and more powerful
t “of nemy  machine, it has been
t&aury to provide an escort to accom-
pahy our reconnaissance. aeroplanes, and
fighting in the air, which was formerly

ceptional, has now become an every-
The observers, no less than the pilots,
have done excellent service, and many
fine feats have been performed by both.
Dévelopments on the " technical' side of
the air sérvice have been no less remark.

made on the purely military side, Much
inventive geui;u} has been displayed; and
our equipment for photography, wireless
telegraphy, bomb-dropping, ‘and offens-
ive action generally’ has been immense-
ly ;improved, while great skill has been
shown' in keeping -the flying’ machines
thémselves in good flying. condition.

12. The continuance. of siege warfare
has entailed for - the Royal Engineers
work of 3 particularly arduous and im-
portant kind exténding from the front
trenches to the base ports,

In the performance of this work the

officers, non-comimissioned  officers  and
men of the field. companies and other
units ‘of the' corps  have ‘continued to
exhibit ‘a very high standard of skill,
courage and devotion to duty.
., 18. The work: of - the tunnelling com-
Ppanies calls for = special mention. In-
creased mining  activity on the part of
th.e enemy has invariably been answered
with enterprise combined with untiring
enérgy on the part. of our miners, who
in . carrying out duties always full of
danger have shown that they possess in
the highest degree the qualities of . ¢our-
age, | perseverance, and - self-sacrifice.
Their importance’ in the present phase-of
warfare is very great. : s

14. The excellent work done * by ‘the
corps. of military police is worthy of
mention.  This corps is inspired by a
high sense of duty, and in the perform-
ance of its share in the maintenance of
discipline it has shown both zeal and- dis-
cretion. : i

15, All branches of the medical ser-
vices deserve the highest commendation
for the successful work done ‘by them,
both at the front and on ‘the lines of
communication. . The. sick rate has been
consistently low; there has been no ser-
ious epideniie, and énteric” fever, the
bane of armies in the past, has ‘almost

ventive measures energetically  carried
out. L

The .results of exposure incidental to
trench warfare during the winter months
were to a very great extent kept in.check
by careful application of the, precautions
recommended and taught.by: regimental
medical offigers, .; Ry S it

The wounded -have been promptly and
efficiently dealt with, and their evacua-
tign of ‘the base has been -rapidly: ac-
complished. poiet e i

The close co-operation;*which has ex-

¥

medical service of the army and those
members of the civil medical profession,
who have patriotically given their: valu-

cantributed to the. prevention’ of disease
comfart of the sick' and wounded -« :

‘ “As part of the medical services; ¥he
Ca . Army Medicak Gorps thas-dis-

tration and ingniries- has, since.it first
undertook this work ‘eightéen. thonths
ago, registered and marked over 50,000
graves. Without its labors many. would
have  remained unidentified. Tt has ans-
wered several thousand inquiries: from
relatives and ‘supplied themwith photo-
graphs. Flowers and shrubs. have -been:
‘planted in most of the cemeteries which
are -sufficiently ~ far - removed fmm‘;‘tge

possible to work fn  during  the' ddye
tifne are mow ‘being lookeéd ‘afteriby non-
commissioned - officers’ and “mén ‘of - this
unit. ¢ y 1

Wotk of the Chemists,

17, The veluable nature of the work
performed by the officers of the central
laboratory and the chemical advisers
with the  armies in investigations into |
the nature of the gases ‘and other new
substancés used in hostile attacks, and
in devising and perfecting means of pro-
tecting our troops against them, is" de-
serving of recognition. The _efforts of,
these officers materidlly. contributed fo
the failure of the Germans in their at-
tack of December.19, 1915, as well as in
the various gas attacks since made.

18. The stream of additional personnel
and material arriving from England,and
the move of complete fgmn’tions to and
from the East during period under
review, have thrown a great deal of work
on our.base ports and on the advanced!
base, The staff and personnel at these
stations have coped most ably with the
work of forwarding and equipping the
various unils passing  through  their
hands, and I desire to bring their good

19. The large increases made to our
forces have necessitated .a. great expan-
gion in the resources of our lines of
communication, and I have been great-
ly struck by the forethought shown by
the administrative services in anticipat-
ing the requirements of .the armies .in
the field and in the provision made to
salisfy these requirements.

‘The  base . ports -have been -developed
to the utmost possible extent, advanced
depots have been provided, and com-
miunications have been improved-to en-
sure punctual distribution to the troops.

Labor has been organized in order to
develop local resonrces, especially in the
matter of timber for defences and hut-
ting, and stone for road maintenance;
whereby considerable reductions
béen made possible in  the
from over sea.

HFconomy has attended the good meth-
ods adopted, and the  greatest eredit is

shipments’

tained. e

20. 1 desire to acknowledge here the
valuable assistance rendered by the naval
transport officers on the lines of com-
munication. . 'They ' have  worked with
and- for the army most untiringly;  effi-
clently, and with the utmost harmony.

I also desire to acknowledge the in:
debtedness of the army to'the royal navy
far their unceasing and uniformly suc-
cessful care in securing: the safety of our
transport service on ‘the seas.

2L 1 wish to acknawledge the work
dene in the reproduction of maps by the
ordnance: survey department. Over 90
per cent/of the maps used in this ‘coun-
try are reproduced and printed in Eng-
Iznd by the ordnance survey, and’ the
satisfactory supply is largely drs to the
foresight and initiative displayed by this
department. 1 can now count on obtain-
ing an issuc of a3 many as 10,000 copies
of Lany ‘map within. one week of send-

y
i
)

A

ing. it home for reproduction.

_‘

ship’s most obedient servant,

Commander-in-Chief, The British

wounded at Festubert, - has been
pointed acting staff_captain at‘tlie liead-
quarters of the first training brigade.

ber 1,
cruisers Good Hope
German loss, nil./ . 7 ¢

may effectively protect bird )
trees by nailing a piece of tin about
trunk ‘of the tree.
this may simply be a close-fitting arm
upon which the claws of climbing ani-
mals find no foothold.

sador to Spain took luncheon yes

—

commissioned officers and men whor
I wish to bring to notice for gallant gpq

war with
all tionary Force, faceq
an enemy far superior in Numberg
and fully prepared for this great
campaign, During  the fong ang
anxious time seeded for the impro.
visation of the comparatively large
force now serving in this country,
2 0 T 4 m'culties, and be.
ore laying 8 responsibilitie
fe fiad the satisfaction of seeing |1
balance of advantage swing steadily
in our favor, who have serveq
under him appreciate the greatnegg
of his achievement,
I have the henor fo be

Your Lorg.

D. HAIG, General,

Forcky

in France.

MAJGR C. . ML ety

HECENTLY TO FRONT

New Commands for Canadia

Officers—Parcel Post Frop,
Britain Via New York i
Future.

e —

London, June 18—(Montreal Gazette

Cable)-—Lieut.-Col. Figher, formerly of
the 23rd. Reserve Battalion, has beep
appointed. ‘acting camp commandant jp
the Canadian musketry camp.

i Lieut-m C, B. Clegg, of Peterborg,
as b RO

dﬁf’?v. )} 3
bas {3

lited temporary comman.
orey.of Hamilton, why
Ehe‘graining of a brigade.

'~ X, Gagnon, Winnipeg di-

Major J:”

visiqqal Ppaymaster, has been transferre(
overseas as acting paymaster.

Captain H. F, Walker, “ who was

ap-

Among officers transferred to the front

are: ‘Major W. E. Nelson, Montreal t,
No, 2 Canadian General Hospital; Cap-
tain W, A. Claxton, to No. 7 General
Hospital; Major C. H. McLean, St. John
gf 3 KB..), . ;o iMounted Rifles;
completely disay red . owin -| MacKay Papineau, St.. Jerome,
fpsicly disppeary e Bt

Captain
to the

Captains F. L. French and J. Elliott,

chaplains, haye been transferrcd overs
seas. - T ‘

Hon. T. C.:C&sgrain, postmaster-gen-

eral, will leave:for Paris on Thursday,

Where he willidoedperate with the trad.
if commerce, there
staying. séveral Wiels
where he.will visit. the-.Canadian lines,
During the past week he has visited the
Canadian hospitals,
Parle) which' his brother"Col H. R. Cage
4 | grain, commands.
isted between the officers of the regular| Duchess_of Connaught's
Cliveden,

L in the provinces,
M France, from

including Bushy

He also. visited the
Hospital at
which he highly praised,

‘Lhe..Hon. .Mr. Casgrain was taken

over the general past office, London, by
Mr. Pease, postmaster-general, ‘where he
g g ful  treatment. and] acknowledged having obtained

a few

ideas which he may carry back: He. ip-
forms your correspondent that hé¥h:s
now arranged for all Canadian = mails,
with the exception of newspapers in bulk
to: & L e e o G : afnd pﬂax:els, trghbe ca:ixiiedﬁvia New Yorkf,
T i Ok i ; _} if’ quicker.” is will offer some relie
16, The. commission: of i T g to bankers and ‘merchants; who hive ex-
perienced .delay with bulky documents.

CHIEF NAVAL BATTLES

OF THE PRESENT WAR

A Table Showing the Losses of the

Contending Forces.,

The pringipal naval engégements of

firing line, ‘and’ all: cemeteties’ which 4toj§ | the war previgus to. the'last North Sea
i ; ! fight and the-losses of-the. contending
forces follow: = =g

‘Bight of Heligoland, August 29, 1914—

“1'German loss: Cruisers: Koln, Mains and
Ariadne.

British loss, nil.

Battle of Coronel, Chile coast, Novem-
1914—British ' loss: Armored
and ° Monmouth.

Battle of Coecos Island, November,

1914—German cruiser destroyed by Aus-
tralian cruiser Sydney.

Falkland Islands;sDécember 8, 1914—

German losses: Scharnhorst, 11,500 ton-
nage; Gneisenau, 11,500 tonnage; lLeip-
zig, 8,600, and Nurnbery, 8,400, all sunk.
British los, nil." :

North Sea fight, January 24, 1915—

German loss, armoured cruiser Blucher.

Juan Fernandez Island fight, March

14, 1915—German loss, cruiser Dresden
sunk. ~ British loss, nil.

Rufyi River fight, July 4, 1915—Ger-

man cruiser Koenigsberg destroyed.

Gulf of Riga, August 16, 1915—Ger-

man 1088, superdréadnought battle crui-
ser ‘Molkte, two destroyers, eight tor-
pedo boats. Russian loss, one torpedo
boat, one gunboat.

A Square Deal for the Birds.
Nearly every country, suburban and

small town dweller is alive to the de-
sirability of having birds
honmgume' ake pride in th ber and
i take pride in the number a
variety of birds to be found in
yards, parks and orchards.

about his
The people of many towns and

their

Many persons have erected bird houses

in their yards, and a good many of these
are wondering why no feathered guests
have accepted their hogpitality.
overlook the fact that to birds, as ©
humans, the house shelter is only one of
the necessities of life. T,
needed and appreciated by the birds

They

Food, water, and

These things may be provided with

little difficulty. A mulberry tree, for
ample, will do much to attract birdst
have) ,rei fond of pulpy fruit. -
vated sunflowers, with their heavy crop
of seed, also constitute a reliable draw-
ing card, and are not much trouble to
due to all concerned for the résults ob-| gla;:); of péliestad; & Tew feet from t},:
: ground, and kept filled with fresh walcn
will 'soon 'be ‘discovered and regulari:
used by the birds of the neighborhood
both for bathing and drinking.

A few cu

A large pottery. vessel, raised on

All of these measures will not avail

attract birds;  however, if they are n*t
adequately protected. The domestic cat
is the worst enemy, and in many bir
loving communities, eats are being ruti-
lessly destroyed.

If stray cats are about, however, vou
nests 1

If the tree is large

Paris, June 18—The German ambs

+

to a despatch to the Havas Agency from
Madrid.

This gives rise to rumors of a reqi

22. T have forwarded under isepuaté that: King Alfonso make peace 0V

letter the names of the  officers, non- turés.

{

/
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In: loving memory
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