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HOW LONG WILL IT LAST?

Hon. Mr. Emmerson, in response to a
direct appeal from the people of St.
George, has taken up the matter of the
Charlotte County mail service with the
Postmaster General, and results may be
expected. It is time that Mr. Emmerson
or someone else in a position to exert
direct pressure, cut away a whole lot of
‘red tape in this matter and came -direct-
g i ly to the assistancs of these people who
have too long been subjected to annual
loss and hardship because of the break-
down of the mail service.

The people of St. George complain
that, though they gave timely warning,
they have been left at the mercy of the
one-horse New Brunswick Southern Rail-
way whose previous helplessness or disre-
gard of public interests led all reasonable
men to anticipate an extended blockade
unless the winter proved to be unusually
mild. The winter, it will be admitted by
' most people, has not proved to be un-
usually mild, and the expected has hap-
pened.

Residents of St. George have an abid-
ing prejudice in favor of receiving their
| letters and newspapers just like other
| people. Their business and their comfort
depend in no small degree upon a reason-

| Brunswick Southern went to pieces and
the post office authorities failed to take
reasonable precautions to meet the dif-

| eral Jdays have been he:ld up and the
| pectant residents of St. George and
vicinity have been left to- guess at th_e
contents of the business communications
addressed to them. :
They have done well to open up cor-
respondence with Hon. Mr. Emmerson,
and they should make sure that every
fact of importance bearing upon these
matters is placed before him in order that
he may be able to demonstrate at Ottawa
the exact nature of the postal service in
Charlotte County. It will not do to have
these conditions repeated year after year.
If the railroad is to be regarded as a
negligible quantity the post office depart-
ment must arrange to fill the gap. The
responsibility for the service must
placel upon some one official’s shoulders,
snd he must be compelled to make the
most of the resources at his command.

THE LONDON ELECTIONS

The London County Council has been
revolutionized by the elections, the Pro-
gressives, who have been in full control
for many years, being now reduced to a
minority of one-third of the Council. In-
asmuch as the defeated party loudly pro-
nerman  government and  as
Right Hon. John Burns
campaigned in its behalf, the re-
verse will be regarded as a blow to
against being associated with municipal
trading of the advanced Socialist kind so
| much in evidence lately in London. In-
| cidentally the Socialists fought Burns, and
' {he result was many three-cornered con-
tests which made Moderate victories
! easier.

In reality it is not the sounder muni-
ciﬁa] trading idea which has been rebuked
so much as the abuse of that idea by ex-
tremists. The defeated councillors had es-
tablished, for example, free billiard rooms

s

city to engage in other losing ventures in
competition with private capital, - taxing
the latter to help pay for the losses made
‘by the city.
the Progressives ruled the city’s debt has
been raised to more than $500,000,000, and
| something like half this sum is charged
against their cxtravagance or bad “judg-
ment. One result has leen serious addi-
tions to the tax rate, and a revolt against
the heavy assessment has followed. Wo-
men are said to have been influential in a
Jarge measure in bringing about the revo-

lution.

" 1t is not, however, to be inferred either
from the elections or the charges made
" against the Progressives by their oppon-
ents, that the Council has not done a vast
amount of good in London. It has done

valiant work for public health and com- |

fort, particularly among the poorer classe

and costly as its activities have proved
London will never return to the old con-

| ditions now that it has enjoyed a trial of

; - the new. It would seem that while many
5 "of the plans carried out by the.Council
| were in the public interest, extremists
} 'ﬁnally succeeded in committing it fo many
fads and unsound and wasteful projects
'which could not be successfully defended.
The future presents difficulties and un-

1 | g certainties. The Moderates, while pledged
| to retrenchment and economy, will be cer-
i tain to encounter opposition when they
come to put their theories in practice. The
municipal gait at which London has been
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THE MENNONITE VOTER !

| ‘
{ The Mennonite voters of Manitoba are,

it appears, entitied to not a little comsid-
| eration. With election day less than a

ran through it, as well as by the breadth
of his views and the practical nature of

many of the suggestions he put forward.
Here is a man brought up on a New

the words he uttered on that oecasion}
many of the clouds which have appearedI
on the horizon, or have seemed to a.ppeari
there, will be dissipated. For, “in terms

improvement in the present system ofl

assessment, wretched as most thinking
citizens believe this system to be.
A two-dollar tax rate in St. John should

Brunswick farm whose force has raised
him to a position of honor in the Empire,

month away, the Mennonites -of Southern
| Manitoba decided the time had come to

remarkably clear and simple, "he deﬁnedt mean a general recognition of the need for
the situation created by the war, nnd[assessment reform and for a strengthening
stated the course his government intends'i of the Common Council; but that there

The following agent is authorized to cam-|

ably regular delivery. Yet when the New |

: ficulty by the use of teams, mails for sev-|
ex- |

be'

claimed its support of the Campbell-Ban- :
the |
stoutly |

' the Liberal administration, and a warning |

ltake action concerning Premier Roblin’s
| famous flag policy. His plan is that every
public school which is to secure a grant
t fly the British flag during school|
(hours. The raising and lowering of the |
flag, it was asserted, would have a bene-
\ficial effect upon the young, and the cere-
mony was intendel more especially for |
| the fostering of patriotism among the |
| scholars of foreign birth or parentage.
i Presumably the 'scholars of British birthi
iare not in need of any such reminder.
But the Mennonites did not like the flag
lpolicy, and it now appears that an ex-
| ception has been made in their favor. The
|Mennonit,e Ministerial Convention at Al-
{tona has adopted and published the fol-
llowing acknowledgment, which is the sub-
iject of considerable comment:

“The Mennonites in Southern Mani-
toba, not being able from- conscientious
reasons to comply with the ordinance of
the provincial government, which enacts
|that the national flag shall be floated on
‘the schools, and also because of the privil-
lege which accords them military and re-
'ligious freedom, the government of Mani-
| toba, without having been formally re-
| quested, and solely in consideration of the
|above facts, assures them in a consider-
Eate spirit that it will force nothing upon
{them which is against their conscience
|and privileges.

! “The convention of ministers which as-
| sembled on December 7, at Altona, to
zconsider the flag ordinance, therefore re-
! solves. to express its thanks to the gov-
‘ernment of Manitoba for its gracious con-
;sideraﬁcm of their conscience and privil-
eges and to assure it that the confidence
| which the Mennonites place in the gov—%
f:ernment. allows them to hope that thei
government of Manitoba will continue in !
ithe future to respect ‘them and their |
; privileges.” ‘
[ There is little doubt that Mr. Roblin |
{ must make the same concessions to any|
\other body of citizens of foreign birth who |
‘may. ask it. The Liberals,who are no more i
;anxious to lose the Mennonite vote thani

iMr. Roblin is, are now saying that the !

[
| mus

i flag policy is an insult to everybody any-

way—that there\is no excuse for it. And
| they cite the Mennonite resolutions as
!proof that the thing is exploded. From
now until election day if no longer the|
| Mennonite brethren are going to be treat-

‘ed with marked consideration by both!
| parties. Which side will be able to make

;}its consideration the most marked will
|

;not be apparent until the votes in South-
{ern Manitoba have been counted.

THIRD TERMS

Prof. Goldwin Smith is among the public
men who answered the New York Her-
Iald’s call for answers to the question
| whether President Roosevelt would be jus-
| tified in refusing a third term. The Her-
|ald is disposed to think Mr. Roosevelt |
! must be compelled to run again, albhoug'hi
{ he has distinctly pledged himself against|
| that course for 1908 at least. The Ameri-
cans replying to the Herald were govern-
| ed to some extent by party associations;
the Republicans believe Mr. Roosevelt |
should run; the’ Democrats do not think|
he would be justified in doing so. Goldwiu'g
Smith, while declining to pass upon Mr. |
Roosevelt’s case by itself, takes the oppor-|
tunity to criticize the American scheme of |
government in general, dealing particular- |
ly with the lack of continuity of policy.!
He writes: !

“A third term for President Roosevelt |
in particular is, of course, a question ou

{
|
|

t!
i of my province, but as to the general ques-|
what I venture to say is that the!
public employ- |

lly and|

! tion,
“ephemeral character of
{ment in the United States genera
{ the habit of constantly going to the plat-
| form for leaders and holders of high office|

| geems to me to be at the root of that lack'

who has examined for himself every land
of importance under our flag, and who
has conversed on the big topics of our
generation with the leaders of the race

in Canada, in Great Britain, in Australia, ,

New Zealand and South Africa. He knows
his Canada, and he sees it clearly in its
various relations, motably its relation to
the Empire. He has lived long enough in
other British countries to weigh our
questions not only as they- affect us and
as they are regarded here, but also as
they affect the race and are regarded in
the other sections of the British world.

So far as Canada goes, his every ex-
perience in other countries has, we find,
led him to rate more highly the natural
advantages of the Dominion, and to look
with -ever increasing confidence upon our
progress and the promise of the years
that are before us. In.our climate he sees
one of our greatest blessings. Here the
race is compelled by nature to maintain
its robust attributes, mental and physical,
whereas in more sunny countries like
Africa and Australia the tendency of the
climate is toward deterioration. The
climate, he points out, will tend to pro-
tect us against the influx of the less
desirable immigrants, from South West-
ern Europe and other countries where
the skies are more clement and
the habits and ideals of the people are
below our standard. He dwells, oo, upon
our fortunate geographical position, lying,
as the Dominion does, across the shortest
route from Europe to Asia. He finds it
not difficult to accept Lord Strathcona’s
estimate that the end of this century will
give us a population of eighty millions;
for he points out that while we have six
millions now and many facilities of trans-
portation, the United States began in
1776 with half as many, and its people
had practically to feel their way slowly
into the western country. Our vast re-
sources and the wonderful promise of pro-
gress before us, he points out, invest us
with greater responsibilities than have
been placed upon perhaps any other peo-
ple. Heace the importance of high ideals,
clear thinking, clean politics, and precau-
tions that we may not give ourselves
over wholly to money making and so fail
of the high destiny which all our circum-
stances make possible. :

Mr. Earle in introducing Dr. Parkin
quoted a boy who said, “He makes you
feel that you want to do great things.”
The boy’s description was accurate. Dr.
Parkin, in elaborating the ideas at which
we have glanced here, displays the happy
faculty of making his audience feel the
responsibility he is describing, and
awakens the desire to aim high. It was
worth noting in this connection how
quick and hearty was the burst of ap-
plause from his audience, largely made up
of business men, when he spoke of Cecil
Rhodes’ dzbt to one line of Greek which
fixed his attention at college, and which,
translated, is that there is no happiness
or success like the conscious (pursuit of
some great and noble object.

Dr. Parkin made several suggestions
concerning Eastem . Canada and particu-
larly these Maritime Proviaces. He ex-
pressed confidence in the development of
our Atlantic ports, saying the trade must
outrun  all our expectations. Of even
greater importance, he thinks, is the ques-
tion of new settlers to fill the gaps left
by our youag men who have gone to the
Northwest. Contented settlers here would
soon draw others after them. He feels
that we should not be content with a low
class of immigrants, but rather should
attempt to secure selected additions to a
population which he belicves we may de-

fscribe as select. He expressed the hope!

that his oM friend Premier Pugsley would
take up this matter of immigration, seek-

During the cighteen years:

| of trained statesmanship and consequently| ing to attract English and Scotch and
‘of continuity of policy which would a,ppear; Irish people who were accustomed to a
‘t,o be a weak point in the American sys-| hilly, well-watered country like ours, and
f . | who would desire to have churches and
l‘ “A question such as that of the rela-| schools and the common comforts. Such
i tion between the United States and Can-| folk would be more contented here than
! so far as we can see, remain for-i on the prairie. The speaker’s reference to

{ ada may,
ved for the simple reason that: Maritime Union was heartily applauded.

jever unsol
{on your side no one is likely to |
| sufficiently settled in power to plan and; importance—the negessity for one central,
| undertake the solution. If you get a reat wellequipped university in the Maritime

and Turkish baths, and had caused the | Jeader and make him President you there-| Provinces in place of the several small|

him, when his brief term has ex-| institutions which we now have. He did
ic life and: not appear very hopeful that an amalga-
| from the service of the state. The ofticial | mation could be brought about, but his
life and experience of the members of | audience no Jdoubt heartily endorsed his
;your cabinet are still more brief and still: statement that one adequate institution
| less favorable to the conception and pur-| would be of immense value.
suit of a far seeing and stable policy. Dr. Parkin is a powerful preacher of
I do not mean to say that a third term | Imperial unity. He was positive in his
for any President is desirable in itself or agsertion that should Canada take the
! would do much to lessen the evil. It!jead in some plan to tighten the bonds
| would be a third term not for the head o.‘l‘ of Empire the other British countries
| the nation but for the head of a party,i would follow her. He is of opinion that
1perhaps of a faction under that name. Buti before long we must lassume a greater
| the evil, I venture to think, exists and g, 0 in the cost of Imperial defence, al-
| makes its existence capecially felt in con-i though he granted there is some weight
! nection with presidential elections.”

‘ DR. PARKIN'S ADDRESS

The new Canadian Club and the
¢ Trade divided the honor of sceuring; will dro
an address, or a brace of addresses, by‘
George R. Parkin Tuesday, and| for example. Wi

a fruit, and as it grows will be more and
there was honor enough for both organ- | more firmly united to the parent trunk.
izations. The Canadian Club has evident-| This is sure, that if there were many
ly taken a strong hold upon the com-; men like Dr. Parkin, going about from

one British country to another, develop-

munity. It starts with 250 charter mem- _ | :
bers, and is already a most representa-| ing the broad spirit of Imperial unity,

tive body. It could scarcely have been( the whole British, family would be the
more fortunate in its first speaker, who} better for it. 7

is also its first honorary member; and if | I

it can but succced in enlisting other| THE BOER CABINET
speakers of national prominence it is cer-‘l To those who were disturbed by the
tain to do a great work here in promot-| granting of self-government to the Trans-
ing the thoughtful consideration of ques-| vaal followed by the elections which gave

' by doom
| pired, to exclusion from publ

now being used to develop here a great
| country which is to be a bulwark of the
Board | Empire. He does not believe the Colonies
p away like ripe fruit when they

| o
|
|

!

Dr.
one may say with a clear conscience that !

i

|
{
f
|

be evet‘i He touched another subject of no little

! in the contention that our resources are| f°

have developed, but rather that Canada, | Hanilt o
11 be a branch rather than| well-known I

tions of the first ¥mporgance.

the principal offices to the Boer leaders,

to pursue. British supremacy, he declared, |
will be safer in the hands of the Boers
than in those of cosmopolitan capitalists.
{ The questions of the flag and of suprem-
acy having been settled for all time, both
are now outside politics, and the concern,
of the colonial government is with domes-
tic affairs. This clears the ground of all
ambiguities and will lead to the acceptance
in good faith of General Botha's further
statement that ‘Having got free "govern-
ment, our natural desire is, and our sole
endeavor will be, so to govern that this
country shall prosper and the two races
be drawn together. At Vereeniging I
signed the treaty of peace. I then solemn-
ly accepted what is so dear to you—your
King and your flag. They are now our
King and our flag.’ ”

1f we stop to consider by whom this
profession is made—that these are- the
words of a man whose activities in arms
plagued the British army only a few years
ago—it will easily be conceded that he
speaks fairly, is a man of breadth and
good intent, and gives the future a better
complexion than most people had hoped
for under the ruling conditions. “Noth-
ing could be more straightforward and
satisfactory than this,” says one reviewer.
“It proves the wisdom of the Liberal Brit-
ish government in granting a constitution
and the right of self-government to the
colony. It also proves the correctness of
the estimate formed of the loyalty and
political sagacity of the Boers under their
altered circumstances.” It scarcely proves
all that, perhaps; but it fairly indicates
that the proof will be afforded by coming
events. With regard to the mining inter-
ests, language and education and relations
with Great Britain the Boer Premier gave
equally promising assurances. His speech
will produce a good impression throughout
the Empire, and everywhere the hope will
be entertained that British generosity in
so soon granting self-government will re-
sult in a just, peaceful and prosperous
‘I'ransvaal.

THE TAX RATE -

It is probable that St. John’s tax rate
this year will be two dollars in the hun-
dred, as compared with $1.90 last year. If
it reaches or exceeds two dollars there will |
have-been an increase of more than forty
cents within the last few years—a sharp
advance even durinig “‘good times,” and
one worth some consideration on the part
of the people who foot the bills, In 1902
the rate was $1.55; in 1903, $1.62; in 1004,
81.71; in 1905, $1.75; in 1906, $1.90.

There is reason for believing that the
advance will not stop at two dollars. The
expenditures undertaken and in sight
would seem to indicate a further rise. The
Loch Lomond extension, together with the
purchase of the Mispec pulp mill; the
Winter Port expenditures and other en-
terprises necessitating large provisions for
irterest and sinking fund charges, may
fairly be taken into account in searching
for an explanation of the growing burden;
and it must be said, too, that these out-
lays, like the proposed increase for schools,
have been demanded and sanctioned by
public opinion. It is inconsistent to urge
the Council to make public improvements
of this character and then condemn the
aldermen because the rate goes up. The
people cannot eat their cake and have it
too.

But -while these expenditures were
necessary and clearly in the public inter-
est, it does not follow that the same can
be said with justice concerning the re-
mainder, of the money which the Council
'has spent and is spending, for some of
which, certainly, the visible return to the
public is small enough. And here the
question of assessment naturally claims at-
tention. More than two years ago a defin-
ite movement toward assessment reform |
was begun. So far as can be seen today
the result of the commission’s work is'
ncthing—unless, as some suggest \'ague-‘;
ly, it is to form the basis upon which |
a new commission can work. The fact is|
that there is no present likelihood of = |
new commission, and small chance of. any
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will be any result beyond the usual tem-
porary outery over increased taxes seems
most improbable. There is little interest
in civic matters, and there is reason to
believe that the greater number of those
actively interested in the assessment ques-
tion are opposed to any change, apparent-
ly because they believe, with or' without
reason, that the changes which seem most
probable would increase their tax bills.

New Spring
Cloths Here

ush.

Any such change, however just it might
be, they do 1>t want. Even under the!
present system thers is crying need that‘
the assessors shall
methods; but the men who should cause
them to do so are silent. So, while taxes
will be higher, there is every probability
that the evils due in part to the assess-
ment system and in part to the strange
methods of the assessors, will remain with
wus.

IN WALL STREET

A handful of rumors, one of them to the
effect that Harriman had “bought” anoth-
er railroad, caused wild financial weather
in Wall street yesterday. Stocks sank or
soared as one unfounded report succeeded
another. There was no visible legitimate
reason for any of the advances or declines.
The unseen gentlemen who work the
wires were busy and the railroad stocks
began to shrink or to expand to the tune
of millions in response to invisible in-
fluences. There had been nothing to affect
the real condition of any of the railroads
mentioned in the inspired gossip which
upset the market. There was no change
in rolling stock or passenger traffic or
treight—merely vague talk that such-and-
such a deal might be made or that Harri-
man had or had mot acquired another
railway as an answer to the threat that
President Roosevelt was going to “break”
him and his associates.

A banker describes yesterday's stock
manipulations as the most remarkable in
twenty years, partly because of their
violent and unexpected character, and
partly because there was no big failure,
no money stringency, no foreign or do-
mestic complications legitimately calcu-
lated to shake the market. A decline
greater than that which followed the San
Francisco disaster marked the early trad-
irg, and this was followed by extraordin-
ary rallies, due in the main to shadowy
gossip _about Harriman. In a general
way, pérhaps, these market fluctuations
in a time of great apparent prosperity,
will be credited to the expectation of
measures to exercise greater public con-
trol over the great corporations and pre-
vent such operations as those Harriman
calmly disclosed in his testimony before
the Interstate Commerce Commission.

The sensational trading, due to causes
of which the public has no working knowl-
edge, will suggest to some that men who
engage in long-distance efforts to get rich
by buying stocks must have curious ideas
about the laws of chance. There are not
a few men in New Brunswick who will
not only talk learnedly about the prob-
able future of American railroad and min-
ing stocks, but who will actually back
their own judgment with their money.

Qccurrences like those of yesterday must
give these outsiders something to think
about. For Mr. Harriman and the others
who are big enough to move the market

when they are ready, the game pays. It
would not pay, of course, if there was not |
a hungry and ignorant public ready to
“invest”, which is another name for
“taking a chance.”

THE TEACHERS

J. N. HAR

pursue different |

Spring Suits ordeged no

en Tailoring
ey represent the
, SCOTCH AND

so that the;

Tailoring and Clothing
9 199 to 207 Union Streets

HELLER’S TOOLS HAVE GIVEN SATISFACTION FOR MANY YEARS

Sole Knives.

Market Square,

Hammers, Plain and Gauged Rasps, Sledges;
Hoof Parers, Clinchers, Tooth Rasps, Taps and Dies;
Butterfield’s and Reece’s Drills, Countersinks, Reamers, Hardies’

Hot and Cold Chisels, Pinchers,
Green River, Lightning, -
Buttresses and

W. H. THORNE & CO., Limited

St. John, N, B.

e

. cemrzees

tizanship and a desire to advertise “some
of the silly novels” Rev. Mr. Gordon has
written. He intimates, also, that the
novelist knows more about horse racing
than politics. Something the clergyman
said has-evidently hit Mr. Rogers in his

feelings.
\ * * *

What is the matter with sport in St.
John? A skating champion is here and
the best men are not to race him. Such a
situation is not a credit to the city which
recently was so enthusiastic over Logan’s

victories.
Ll .

Moncton has appointed a new chief of
police for the purpose of enforcing the
Scott Act. Also it is going to ask the
Legislature for power to appoint a police
commission. In Fredericton, where a tem-
perance ticket was named as a result of a
recent temperance flurry, none of the can-
didates would run. Fredericton, evidently,
iz going to keep on virtually ignoring the
Scott Act. by

* ®* *

Hon. Mr. Foster, while the House was
discussing tombstones yesterday, inter-
jeeted the remark that some members
were becoming very much interested in
that subject. The country is convinced
that tombstones should be ordered for
some of its politicians, and-it should be
sble to name them after the House de-
bates the Fowler charges. Whether or
not Mr. Foster has good cause for sepulch-
ral metriment will depend largely on what
that debate develops.

No Three-story School Houses
(Loronto Globe).

Lhere is a law in this province that re-
quires the exit doors on all public buildings
to open outward, but hundreds, perhaps
thousands, of school house: doors still open
inward in the old-fashioned way, even in
buildings of the finest type and the most
recent construction. It would be well for

ial report on this subject from the public
and high school inspectors to ascertain
how far the law has becn observed.

But after all this is obviously a case
where an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure. 1t is quite “obvious that
the necarer pupils are to the ground the

The petition sent to the local govern-
ment by the New Brunswick Teachers’
Association is considered at some length
editorially by the Toronto News, which
devotes much attention to educational mat- |
ters. The News says in part:

“In the preamble the present educa-|
tional situation is described very fully. 1t
is said that the time and expense required
to fit a man or a woman to preside over
a school is considerable, and that the sal-
aries are woefully inadequate. While 'in
other callings the remuneration has risen-~
during the last few years, there has been
no advance for teachers. The natural re-,
sult is that those already in the profession
are deserting it for other and more profit-
able employment, and very few young peo-
ple are entering.
ing June 30 last, there were 407 schools
in the Province which were unprovided

|

During the term end-

| with teachers.

“In view of this ‘serious state of aff:\.irs,’1
the Assgciation asks for legislation pro-[
r an increased assessment in each |
istrict, a larger county grant andi
increase in the Provincial grants, |
ing to the teacher’s length of ser-
Moreover, the Legislature is asked

fixya minimum salary to be paid by!
1 school boards, and to inaugurate a|
nsion system. These are radical meth-|
s, but all over-this country radical legis-
ation may be necessary in the interests
of the children unless -trustees and rate-
payers awake ta_the serious nature of the
sivuation, and xav their teachers a living

wage.””

/

NOTE AND COMMENT

‘I'he Central Railway seems to be look-
ing up.

L 3 -

Has Mr. Maxwell some desire to emulate
Mr. Fowler? Might it not be well to wait
until the result of Mr. Fowler's flight is

known? !
® ¥ » )

A deadlock between the Pouma and the
(zars councillors appears probable. And
ment and held his throne. To dissolve
another might. be fatal.

- *

*

Hon. Robert Rogers of Manitoba char-

gafer they are in a fire-caused panic. Those
on the ground foor of a school building
arc never in real danger with an outswing-
ing door; those in a third story can never
be made perfectly safe-by any amount of
fire drill, or any kind of stairway or fire
egcape. Children in a second story may
be dropped without very great danger

the education department to secure a spec- |

Two Measures
(Montreal Herald).

How badly the public looks after its
own business, the result of the London
county cdouncil elections is being quoted -
to prove. What it really does prove is
that the people think they have been
spending, even on desirable projects, a
little tso freely, and that it would be
well to call a halt.  What some good foll
would have us believe is that it proves
beyond doubt the inefficiency of public
con@rol and, what 1s more important, the
l:)emg'nanp perfection of private handling.
So far so good. But private handling has
also been coming in for a bit of criticism,
this time, it is true, omn our side of the
Atlantic, where the searchlight of public-
ity hAns been turned loose upon the great
Hamman, prime product of the generation
in t.he American way. of protecting the
ppbllc against their own incapacity - and
dishonesty. Iere is what Harriman and
three of his friends ‘raked-off” from the
A.Iton road, stocked and bonded for thirty-~
nine millions when they secured control:
$32,000,000 bonds takeh around

65 and sold at 90 ..$ 8,000,000

30 per cent cash dividend:..... 6,669,000

$22,000,000. bonds taken at 60
and Sold at 80, Conil oo 4.400.000
Protits of new preferred stock.. 3,055,000
Springtield and Peoria bonds... 1,500,000

E. Il. Ilarriman’s readjustment
Belis.. 0 v 4 o e ias il 100,000
$23,724,000

1f London county councillors did a tNing
like-that in the name of public ownership
their heads would by now be on publie
exhibition from the top of spikes on
Temple Bar.

What Is a Fire Escape?

A writer in the Montreal Witness says:

‘“T'he question maturally arises, ,What
is a fire escape? Must 1t necessarily be an
outside one? Judging by the absurd iron
ladders which deface the outside of build-
ings in Montreal, and which are termed
fire escapes, we can sympathize to a cer-
tain extent with the commissioners’ ob-
jections to place them on their schools. I
can readily understand they would be
worse than useless for the majority of
i ; . ;

y-ung children during a panic, and at
other times would present a serious dan-
ger to venturesome children who would
be tempted to play thereon. The wreal
meaning of ‘fire escape’ for a building is
that there should be ample and absolutely
certain means of cscape from that build-
. ing for all its occupants in case of fire.”
I
|

from a window or rescued by means of au{ «] Like Not Winter "’
ordinary ladder, but children a story high- 1 jike not Winter, with his ghostly laughs,
er up have under the most favorable con-  His jcy fingers, clutching at my throat.
ditions a very slim chance of safety in the e stands before me in my path, defeats
face of increasing volumes of hot smoke  yfe in my purposes, and stands to gloat
ascending trom a raplqu progressing fire. At my discomfiture. He lays me low

‘I'he moral is that third stories in school| 71 jike not winter with his arms of snow.
buildings should be immediately and per-

emptorily prohibited, so far at least as|I like not Spring, her rule of rain and sleet;

new editices or additions to old ones are Her scolding mutters from the thunder
concerned. ‘I'here can be mo hardship in cloud

the legiiﬁlture enacting such a law during | The flashing of her angry eye. I loath

the present session, and public opinion | The boisterous winds, their whistles shrill
should forthwish and persistently De | and loud

brought to bear on it to secure the enact- | Let those who love her sing her endless
ment of so reasonable a precaution. There | praise,

can be no defence for third-story class|I like not Spring with all her romping ways.
rooms except the plea of economy, for a

¢ I like not Summer.
third-story room always detracts greatly ; b

In her arms she bears
The curse of Eden to destrop all life,

'traveling cannot be changed suddenly with-
out considerable friction. For the time
I the radical element is soundly beaten. It
'will be surprising if it does not have
|gmather turn at the wheel later on.
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or liver that Dr. Hamilton’s Pills are sure| acterizes “Ralph Conner” as a ‘heeler.”

Those who heard Dr. Parkin’s message | the first public speech of General Botha
last night must have been struck by the|as Premier, which was delive
sustained mote of optimism and high| toria last Saturday, w_
faith in Canada and the Empire whicbl:«u:snrinf' e =

i

o o
benefit at once. Try them, 23c. per qpe povelist has attacked the Roblin gov-

dealers, and insist on having
milton’s Pills of Mandrake
" yellow boxes only.

ernment. Mr. Rogers, a member of that
government, ascribes the attack to par-

from the F a second-story on r &
1o % he value qt Gl d-s i y one below The flames of fever. as a garment wears
it. Such' a defence is mnot ‘entitled to a| x4 4 her trail is every illness rif
moment’s consideration when the safety g e
£ i & itike. Had theve b A foe to beauty and its every trace,
Ol puplss 1s ay staxe. a 1were been no |y jike not Summer and her burning face.
third story in the Hochelaga school there | 1
‘would have been no tragedy. r,I like not Autumn, .ﬁok]e—ht_‘,arled jade,
A yearly symbol of returning Death.
| Hers to seek out what Summer may have
Navigation Tie-Up : left :
_ I And blight it surely with her poisoned
Navigation = of the Northumberland | . breath. 4
Straits is again tied up on account of ice. She stirs the laws of Nature into strife,
Y esterday George Carvill, 1. C. R. tickct:l ;:i: :i(;t A;tg:m"v :‘41‘;1{1 ihhem.wtﬂhfe.
agent here, received the following (lc‘iﬁéh;ﬁﬂan,c HEE [Wright o8 o Febiuary
spatch:
Pictou, N. 8., March 5 Minto left for They' 7
) , : . ve Ul e
Georgetown at 7 o’clock this morning. 1s = Coe
now stuck in ice about four miles from ! (Chicago Record-lIlerald.)
Pictou. Stnnlqy 18 st%ll at Georgetown un-'Say, you cught to hear ma singin'—she's as
dergoing repairs. Will mnot likely leave happy us a lark,
Georgetown for -several davs. Not much And her smile stays on from mornin’ tili a
. S . S | long time after dark;
prospects of boat from Pictou tomorrow. Ishe's been buyin’ rugs and getiin' a now
i There 1s information also that the costly switeh tg wear, .
steamer Bruce is temporarily off the route And she tnlkes a cab whenever she goes callin’
i % I e i anywhere;
| between Cape Breton a‘nd .\(.\wl(zx.xmlax)d, She's Woueht herselt a dimund, and you ousbt
and that the steamer Glencoe is trying to to see it blaze; >
' make the Bruce’s schedule between Louis: | Ma's as cieerful as a robin—tley have given
burg and Placentia. L by )
vSislor‘s busy gettin’ dresses that'll cost an
! awful pile,
° | And the hats that she's been buyin’ are the
an lng erl very latest sty
§ | She’s to go abroad this summer with some
ey Good 1“‘“3'5- evegywhere. | people named the Cooks;
S LAY $100 R¢Mard, for affy lame- |Is she happy? Wgll, I guesg so! You can
i & d z see it by h ocks; »
She goes hur songs and dancin’ and in
| sand ways =
'ow that she is chcerful since
ve given pa a raise.
111 works the same as ever, and he's
smokin’ stogies yet;
ears ‘the suit Le-got last summer, and I
guess he's still in debt;
1 he starts off early anG comes Lomo
pains, rhed o t ight Be
% fagged out at night
book, “Vet Ixperience.” Th Ay i
hn?rc:eman'sgulde. Evelly se:esympwmnnd‘ forehead’s gettin wrinkled and his
is turnin’ white; .
Can’t somehow, “help ieelin’ sorry as 1 sit
A and watch him gaze
g ¥8 e We 1 o 4 nothin' ol N
St Johns, N8, | With & vacant look at nothin’. Yes, they'v
N i given po a raise, o
¥ A o -




