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Leader of Opposition Picks to Pieces 
Financial Statements of Local Gov 
ernment as Revealed in Budget

T

from the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
yet, the comptroller general’# report 
showed recipts of $1,661.42. Turn­
ing to accounts receivable he found 
that the sum of $7,916.66 was still out­
standing against the company. He 
wished to say that had the previous 
administration adopted such a method 
of bookkeeping they would have made 
a much better showing. His honorable 
friends had used the new system to 
educe the size of the deficit and to de­
ceive the people.

Hon. Mr. Foster said that the items 
were shown on both sides.

Mr. Murray (Kings) continuing, said 
that he was coming soon to the other 
side. He said that the provincial hos­
pital accounts showed receipts of $22,- 
14-9, to which was added the aum of 
$16,868 which represented stock of the 
institution. He had never, in his ex­
perience, heard of any business man 
adding Ms stock in trade to his cash 
receipts. The old government had 
been accused of piling up an account 
of $683,782.73 while in the revenue and 
credit for the stock they had on hand 
when they went out of office.

Public Works Expenditures.

Shows Bonded Debt Has Been Increased by Two Million 
Dollars, and That a Deliberate Attempt Had Been Made 
to Deceive the Public With the Belief That the Gov’t 
Had a Surplus of $30,000—Gives Foster Gov't an Un­
easy Hour.

great sacrifice had been made. Those 
bonds were a good investment, which 
ranked with the beat in the land. 
Reference had been made to increased 
agriculture production, and the hon­
orable minister of agriculture had been 
spoked of as a factor in that work. 
He (Murray), did not wish to detract 
from any credit that might be due 
the minister of agriculture, but he 
wished to point out that the depart­
ment had been materially aided by 
a generous grant from Ottawa, and 
that the real success of the movement 
was due to the efforts of the agri­
cultural classes of the province.

The Honorable Provincial Secre- 
ary-Treasurer had stated in his 
speech that the acounts as published 
were absolately correct in every re­
spect, and that people coufd nee at 
a glance the true condition of affairs.

Perhaps his honorable friends oppo­
site could see the accounts in the 
ner described by toe last speaker, 
but he, (Murray) would have to con­
fess that he could not. One plank in 
the platform of Ms h 
when in opposition was that they, on 
assuming office, would obtain a true 
statement of provincial finances, and 
would reduce the cost of administra­
tion by getting rid of a lot of useless 
officials. He would like to ask them 
if the promise made in that plank had 
been fulfilled. Had they reduced the 
number of officials and cut down ex­
penses so as to avoid direct taxa­
tion? He claimed that they had not 
carried out that pledge. He had been 
accused by the honorable minister of 
public works of having used material 
in his speech on the address which 
should have been deferred until the 
delivery of the budget. Hé bad since 
consulted Boumiout on the subject 
and had found that the stand he, (Mur­
ray) had taken was absolutely correct. 
The honorable minister of public 
works had stated that aU accounts for 
the fiscal yeâr were charged up to that 
year, and would be found in the comp­
troller general’s report. The honor­
able provincial secretary-treasurer had 
told of a new system introduced by the 
government which showed 
and disbursements on one page of the 
report, and he had asked honorable 
members not to confuse that state­
ment with the consolidated revenue 
and expenditure statement as publish­
ed in the Royal Gazette after the close 
of the fiscal year. He wished to point 
out that, m the statement which had 
appeared in the Royal Gazette the gov­
ernment had claimed a surplus of 
$30,000, and their newspapers, under 
glaring headlines, had referred to it as 
the achievement of a businesslike ad­
ministration. That surplus had pop­
ped its head over the top of the para­
pet and had then disappeared. The 
report which had since been brought 
down showed that a deficit of $134,000 
had taken its place. The honorable 
provincial secretary-treasurer wanted 
it understood that the original state­
ment only referred to cash transac­
tions, while the other statement show­
ed actual revenue and disbursements. 
He (Murray) had looked into the new 
statement and not only found it very 
confusing, but was unable tq reconcile 
it with the statement which appeared 
in the consolidated revenue accounts. 
Many items which appeared in the one 
part of the report failed to agree with 

set forth upon another page. 
For instance the item of 
duties was shown in the cash state­
ment as $90,000, while in the second 
statement there was an increase of 
$4,396.20. The item of amusement tax 
receipts
as $15,737 and the other as $16^07, 
and the same thing applied to other 
items.
down in the first statement as $791,- 
027.68 but, on reference to another 
part of the book, it was found to be 
$799,667.37, a difference of $7,829.69. 
It must be borne in mind that the ac­
counts from which he had quoted were 
supposed to reveal a correct statement 
of provincial affairs. There may be 
an explanation in regard to the mat­
ter, but it certainly was not clear to 
him. In his mind the accounts were 
confusing and he would like to have a 
further explanation from the honor­
able provincial secretary-treasurer. He 
did not think that the statements as 
published were in keeping with the 
platform of his honorable friends op­
posite. Last session they had passed 
a bill dealing with the patriotic tax to 
which they had hitched on the sum of 
$128,000 against the protests of the 
opposition. They had collected $96.- 
838.32 of that amount, and wfhat had 
they done with it? The honorable pro­
vincial secretary-treasurer had sub­
mitted the distribution of items to the 
House which showed that part of the 
money had been expended in the 
guarding o-f bridges. He claimed they 
had expended the money for political 
purposes, and had imposed direct taxa­
tion upon toe people, under the guise 
of patriotic expenditure.

Assembly Chamber, March 26—The 
House met at three o’clock.

Mr. Burchill presented the report 
of the committee on standing rules, 
also that of the corporations commit­
tee

Mr. Mersereau presented the report 
of the agriculture committee.

Notices of inquiry were given ag fol­
lows:

By Mr. Dickson, as to whether 
A James P. Ryan, of Moncton, has been 
r appointed a poultry inspector, and as 

to payments made to George Cochrane 
of Moncton.

By Mr. Smith, (Albert), as to the 
date when the Moncton bridge was 
taken over, and as to the disposition 
of old timber and new planks used 
in connection therewith

By Mr. Mersereau, as to the num­
ber of applicants for wholesale au^ 
retail licenses under the intoxicating 
liquor act

By Mr. McGrath, as to a bridge 
contract awarded to one A EL Smyj, 
and as to the disposition of a cheque 
for $450 Issued by the department in 
payment of material supplied by Con- 
ueliy Bros

By Mr. Bord age, as to correspond 
once between toe department of pub­
lic works and A. E. Smye relating to 
a bridge contract

By Mr. Melanson, as to the denial 
by Mr. Smith (Carleton), of a state­
ment in the Daily Mail that he owed 
the province 2,375, and as to whether 
the government has verified the pub­
lished reports of speeches delivered 
by the said Mr Smith in Woodstock 
and Centreville in September, 1916, in 
which he alleged that he had sent 
the agriculture department a cheque 
for $2,400 in settlement, also as to a 
statement made by Rev. J. B. Dag­
gett, under oath, that the amount of 
$2,375 had not been paid.

A Hon. Mr. Venlot for Hon. Mr. 
1 Roberts presented the petition of the 
h municipality of St. John for the pas* 

sago of an act relating to permanent 
highways in the Parish of Lancaster.

Mr. Magee introduced a bill > to in­
corporate the Associated Alumnae of 
the University of New Brunswick.

Mr. Peck presented the petition of 
Edward Domville, and others, pray­
ing for the passage of a bill incorpor­
ating the Albert Mines Holding Com­
pany.

Mr. LeBlanc introduced a bill to 
incorporate the Sisters of the Hotel 
Dieu, St. Joseph, of Campbellton.

Mr. Potts introduced a bill to amend 
an act relating to side and top wharf­
age in St John.

Mr. Tilley introduced a bill to 
amend the act relating to the Lan­
caster and Indian town ferry; also a 
bill to incorporate the Rothesay 
Water Improvement Company.

Hon. Mr. Robinson presented the 
petition of M, E. Avard, praying for 
the passage of an act to amend the 
act relating to the regents of Mount 
Allison University

Mr. LeBlanc moved for leave of ab­
sence for Hon. Wm. Currie until 
April 8th. He explained that his 
honorable colleague had, for some 
time, been ill in Moncton Hospital, 
and was unable to attend to his legis­
lative duties. He read a letter from 
Dr. W. A. Ferguson, of Moncton, the 
attending physician, who stated that 
the operation performed on Hon. Mr. 
Currie had been a success, hut that 
old complications had developed and 
prolonged his staying in the hospital. 
He was of opinion that the patient 
would not be able to attend the legis­
lature during this present session.

Mr. Murray (Kings), on the order 
of the day being called, continued 
the debate on toe budget. He said 
that the budget speech of the Hon. 
Provincial Secretary-Treasurer, wai 
the shortest that he had listened to 
during the twelve years he had occu­
pied a seat in the House, and, in that 
respect, possibly, the bon. member had 
set a good example. He heartily 
concurred in the reference that had 
been made to Hon. Mr. Speaker, 
whom he was glad to say was dis­
charging hie Important duties in an 
impartial 
all expectations.

The honorable minister of public 
works had commented on the fact 
that he, (Murray) in a previous 
speech, had neglected to compliment 
the Honorable Mover and Seconder 
of the address. He wished to say. 
In explanation, that he was not in the 
House when those honorable members 
had spoken, and, therefore, 
not s 
own

Referring to the public works expen­
ditures, he said that consolidated re­
venue account showed an expenditure 
of $523,782.73 while in the revenue and 
disburse
as $571,906.46, which was a difference 
of $48,122.73. In turning to another 
part of the book, to look for the 
amount of the difference standing as 
bils payable, he found that It was not 
there. He was utterly at a loss to un­
derstand the statement of toe accounts 
as published, and,.while the honorable 
provincial secretary-treasurer might 
know all about them, he did not be­
lieve that there were a dozen honor­
able members who did. The report of 
the comptroller general contained 
three different statements of the pro­
vincial accounts, a revenue and dis­
bursement statement, an amended 
statement and anothdr statement 
which appeared in me back of the 
book. One would have supposed that 
from the three statements correct in­
formation as to the financial standing 
of the province could be obtained but 
the last was too great for the ordin­
ary laymen.

With regard to the increase and re­
venue, of which mention had been 
made, he wished to point out that 
much of this increase was due to such 
Items as greater production, sale of 
seeds, sale of sheep and fuel control 
department These were not matters 
of ordinary revenue which would swell 
the receipts in future years.

The patriotic.and war purpose tax 
had produced $99.079, but his honor­
able friends would not repeat that 
experiment this year, and would not 
have a similar amount to credit to or­
dinary revenue.

The sum of $99,272 had been receiv­
ed on account of the St. John and 
Quebec Railway. It had been admit­
ted that this entire sum did not belong 
to the year 1918, and In the corrected 

only $39,550 had 4>een

account it was shown

rable friends

statement 
dited to this account.

There had been a decrease in game 
license receipts amounting to $16,700 
last year owing to legislation which 
had been adopted, which was not in 
the interest of the people of the prov­
ince.

The increases in ordinary revenue 
were due to such accounts as stum- 
page, royalties and wild land tax.

Three quarters of the figures in the 
consolidated statement were not cor­
rect, and had to be amended in toe 
statement published at a later date,

the system of selling bonds that had 
been adopted in the last issue. If this 
had been done, the receipts from prev­
ious issues would have been much 
larger.

honorable friend had referred to an 
expenditure in Kings County as a one 
dollar itjera. The item happened to he 
one for four dollars and the expendi­
ture was of the most temporary na­
ture. This was but one of dozens of 
such cases. He knew many such 
cases In his own county.

Stumpage Collections
Much had been said of the increase 

in stumpage collections, but this was 
due to the increase in the rate. It

should be borne in mind that from 
1908 to 1914 the former administra­
tion had increased the territorial rev­
enue by a total of $2,000,000. He had 
a diagram illustrating the sttimpagi 
collections from the year 1883 which 
ran along on the same leve, untii 
1908. Then after the government 
changed, the peaks grew t > r.uch an 
extent that from 1908 to 1916. $2.000.- 
000 had been collected more than dur

(Continued on page 6)

Funded Debt.
The funded debt of the province 

was $9,099,646, New Brunswick gov­
ernment stock, $2,113,442, and on ac­
count of the Valley Railway $5,956,000.

The Government had added a half 
nul lion to the cebt of tne province 
which had absoviV. * nothing to do 
with the former administration, and, 
including the increase in floating lia­
bilities, they had added the sum of 
$1,072,000.34 to the debt in one year 
and seven months. The total debt of 
the province now was $19,127,107.27, 
an increase since the present govern­
ment had taken office of $1,995,864 to 
the public debt of the province.

He would have liked to have seen 
the Government adopt two years ago

Party Pledge.
It

Another plank contained in the plat­
form of the present government party 
in 1916, was a pledge to complete the 
Valley Railway from a point on the 
Transcontinental, at or u.çar Grand 
Falls, to the city of St. John. Did 
they mean to build from Grand Falls 
to St. John, or was the promise made 
simply to enable them to secure the 
position they occupy today? A dele­
gation from Carleton County had call­
ed on the Government this week, ask­
ing for the extension of the road to 
Andover, but had not received

ion

was shown in one statement

Territorial revenue was set

V
very,

much encouragement. In 1916 they 
must have known the tremendous ex­
tent of the project, but, nevertheless, 
they had given their pledge.

manner, and had fulfilled In passing he would refer to the 
Workmens Compensation Act. an act 
of which he could say all members 
approve in principle, although they 
might not be able to say so much of 
the method of administration, 
the former government took offico^S 

Those feelings of faintness, those 1908* the,y took up the Qpr I 
weak, “all gone" sinking sensations, workmen's compensation, and 
which come over some people from et a letter from labor unions express- 
time to time, are warnings that must tog approval of the Government's ef- 
not go unheeded. forts in their interests.

They mean an extremely weakened The Honorable Minister of Public 
condition of the heart and a disorder- Works had asked why the former ad 
ed nervous system. ministration had not introduced a bill

When the system is in this condt- to extend the suffrage to women. He
tion there is no time for delay. One would say that it was only two >earg
fainting spell may be recovered from ago that he. in common with many -wiU the ne* t? One d z*y speU Jhera, became convinced o7 he™M

* ™ay 68 of the women lo ,he vote in hi, place
Thoëe who are wine will start tak- !” the Houf h" «“<<» ‘hut he had 

ing Milbum’s Heart and Nerve Pills, been convinced that the time had 
before their case becomes deep rooted ccme t0 e*tend toe franchise to 
and perhaps hopeless. men, and last year he had introduced

They will act directly on the dis- a bin to give effect to this condition, 
ordered heart and weakened nervous This year the Government had brought 
system and restore them to full down a hill to the same effect. It was
strength and vigor. only the great events of the last years

Miss Mary McCoy, Algoma Mills, cf warfare that had shown the place 
Ont., writes : —"I was awfully troubled that women could, and should, occupy 
with fainting and weak spells, and I The Honorable Provincial Secretarv- 
could never get any doctor's medi- Treasurer had made an unfortunate 
clnes to help me. One day a friend reference with respect to the Grand 
of mine was at the house when I took Falls.water powers. He had said that 
S” Ml?h„rn”e’SilMrt “end I?" * i 191B ‘h”*- flRhl-* had been lieu up 
Pm.°rThatwL h I* û ye a th"'! ,g 'an d y"a'' M
from that day to this I have never had M legislation had been pa.s 
any of those spells. I would not be e<l, .the forpVr Government, by 
without your pills for at^ money, and wa'cp toe control of the Grand Falls 
can highly recommend them to any pa98e(* from the province for the pal- 
one.’' try sum of $60,000. This legislation

MiUburn's Heart and Nerve Pills came as a surprise to the 
are 50c. a box at all dealers, or mall- ment, but it could not have been lin­
ed direct on receipt of price by The nulled without confiscation. In 1916. 
T. Milburn Co., Limited, Toronto, Ont. owing to war conditions, they had ex-

HAD WEAK and 
FAINTING SPELLS When

could
peak of their efforts from his 
knowledge. At previous ses­

sions he had referred to the active 
part taken by new members in the 
work of the House, and he wished to 
reiterate that sentiment. It was a 
pleasure to him to see new members, 
especially toe Acadians, performing 
valuable work in connection with the 
House, and he had no intention of 
casting a slur upon them or belittling 
their efforts.

He wished to say that he heartily 
concurred to the statement of the 
"honorable provincial secretary with 
reference to th© service of our boys 
overseas, and of the valorious deeds 
of the Canadians on behalf of the 
Empire's cause. He felt that no 
words of praise would ever repay the 
great debt which Canada owed to her 
sons who had served In the great war. 
In regard to the purchase of Victory 
bonde, he did not consider that any

St. John and Quebec Ry. Account.
He noticed that in one statement 

the sum of $99,272.19 was set down as 
receipts from the St. John and Quebec 
Railway, but in another 
only $39,560.14 is credited to the last 
year. He could not understand if 
$99,272.19 was received why only $39,- 
550.14 was credited. If the difference 
in the two amounts was being pur­
posely concealed, it may be that too 
Valley Railway was not, after ail, go­
ing to be such an incubus as had 
been stated by his honorable friend, 
hut might. In the near future, be­
come
ed that his honorable friend would 
como forward with an explanation. In 
regard to the Southampton Railway, 
his honorable friend had stated that 
nothing had been received in rental
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For men to whom style le the 
main Interest, this le the garment 
•t'e an Innovation lit overcoat
modela, rather extreme but very 
becoming to men of a certain 
type, I. e„ the upstanding, alert, 
active looking man.
Other overcoats In conservative, 
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THE WEATHER.
4Washington, March 26—New Eng 

-nd—Rain Thursday. Cold Thursday 
Ight. Friday clearing and colder, 
resh south winds shifting to north' 
est.
Maritime — Moderate winds, fail 

id mild.

I

Fredericton, March 25.—A larve 
legation from Woodstock, represent- 
ig the Agricultural Society there, in- 
vviewed toe government today, ask- 
« for a grant of $1,000 towaid the 
•action of a new exhibition bundling.
I nee the old exhibition grounds were 
-ken by the Valley Railway there 
id been no exhibition at Woodwtock 
lie Agricultural Society wish to put 
i a building on the Island Park, and 
•vive the exhibition. They feel some- 
lug should be done to assist the 
rmers of Carleton County in taking 
> mixed farming and stock raising 
:ain, and hot rely eo much on pota­
growing. They plan an putting up 
$20,000 building and providing an 

itomobile park. The premier asked 
r estimates and particulars of their 
ana, and promised oonsdderotkm.

Paris, Monday, Mar. 24—In official 
roles here the fall of the Kafolyi 
vernment in Hungary is ascribed to 
th internal and external causes. In- 
rnally, it is known that the extrem- 
s have been steadily Increasing in 
wer from the day of the armistice, 
i the other hand, with regard to ex- 
rnal questions the early hope of 
ingary for a rapproachemnt with the 
lies had not been realised until re­
ally. The events likewise oceurred 
Lich are felt to have direct bearings 
the crisis. The first was the order 
the Allies that the Hungarians 

thdraw to the Rumanian boundary 
ed by the Rumanian treaty of 1916. 
ie second was the Allied order to 
liver to the Czech-Slovaks their pri- 
tely owned ships on the Danube.
It was known here that Count Karo­
’s opponents were prepared to take 
iBtlc action in the event these ex- 
Bted orders actually were issued.
1 Karolyi himself had declared 1*9 
uld surrender the government in 
to circumstances.

t

*unch: “Saying Thank you' to a 
itomer,” says a news item, “a 
dlasey butcher fell unconscious.” 
our neighborhood it used to be, 
H quite lately, the customer who 

1 unconscious.

BORN.

LLIAM80N—-To Mr. and Mrs 
<eonard L. Williameon, 
larch 21st

DIED.

GER80N—On the twenty-rixtii 
[lBt., Mrs. Catherine Rogers cm, at 
lie home of her daughter-in-law, 
1rs. Thomas Lydon, 17 Richmond. 
Lreet, leaving two daughters to 
lotira.
ieral Saturday morning at 9,16 
clock to the Cathedral of the Im- 
laculate Conception for solemn 
igh mass of requiem.
.LMORE—At the St. Jfitm County 
lospiital. on March 26th, 1919, Ed- 
ard FUlmore, of 64 St. John street, 
fesi . t. John, after an illness of 
m months, leaving his wife, his 
irents, and five brothers to mourn, 
oral from his home, 64 St. John 
lreet, on Saturday afternoon at 
30 o'clock to Greenwood cemetery, 
riends Invited to attend.
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tended the lease for a period continu­
ing until one year after peace had ar 
rived. Now his honorable friends 
would have an opportunity if develop­
ing operations are not undertaken 
meanwhile, to rectify the great injus­
tice of 1905.

The Honorable Minister of Public 
Works had referred to the Dominion 
grant for highways. He had said that 
the terms werq onerous, and that the 
province would not be able to pay in­
terest and sinking fund charges on 
bonds to an extent which would en­
able them to get the share of the 
Dominion grant to which they were 
entitled.

Hon. Mr. Ven/ji—“Under the con­
ditions of the legislation, in order to 
secure the benefit of the highest am 
ount to which the province wuuld be 
entitled, we would have to spend such 
an amo a th**t the -motor vehicles fee * 
would not be sufficient to meet she 
Charges and we would be driven to 
take it out of ordinary revenue.”

Mr. Murray (Kings) said that if they i 
did so, they would be only complying ! 
with the terms of their pledge of 1916,1 
which was that the revenue of motor. 
vehicle fees, together with an equal ' 
sum from the revenue of the province, 
would be used f> :he construction of 
permanent roads. Here was an oppor 1 
tunity for them to take advantage of ; 
the Dominion grant and fulfill their ' 
pledges.

He wished to make it clear that he 
was not accusing the Minister of Pub 
lie Works of personal dishonesty, but 

I Information had come to him that 
answers given in the House last year 
by his honorable friend, with regard 
to work done J:i Gloucester County 
reads by Henry McIntyre and Joh> 
Nolan were not correct The member! 
for Restigouche should know and could | 
tell where this work had been done. :

Hon. Mr. Veniot—“I know that road: j 
I passed over the places mentioned 
and inspected the work accomplished 
by my engineer while it was being 
done. I know that it was done.”

Mr. Murray (Kings): “From infor­
mation I have received.”

Hon. Mr. Veniot—“Give me the in­
formation."

.Mr. Murray (Kings), continuing, 
said that his honorable friend must 
have known that the work was not ot 
a class that entitled it to be called 
permanent. He would accept his wo-i 
that the work was done, but it was 
not entitled to be classed as perm an 
ent work. Thousands of dollars ha i 
been spent on work that could not. t:y 
the wildest flight of the imagination, 
be called permanent, but which lm l 
been charged to permanent roads. His
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