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ARTILLERY DUELLING AND MINING ACTIVITY
CHIEF FEATURES ON BRITISH FRONT — RUS-

SIANS IN KERMANSHAH - KASR - I - SHIRIN RE-

Machinery of Government and General Feeling Among
People that British Government Has Now Unique Op-

" GION JOIN HANDS WITH BRITISH FORCES.

Paris, May 26 (10.40 p. m.)—The
|official communication issued by the
| war office tonight reads:

“On the left bank of the Meuse
| the activity of the enemy artillery
lmcrened during the day against our
| positions on Hill 304.

“On the right bank, after a violent
+bombardment, the Germans delivered
about five o'clock a series of offensive
iactions between the Haudremont
wood and the Thiaumont Farm.

“All of these attacks were repulsed
with heavy losses, except at one point
| where enemy troops occupied a sec-
-+ tion -of trenches. -

“In the region of Douaumont the
,artillery actions continue very vio-

The fire of one

f, our long range gums caused a fire

#ih a German supply depot at Heudl
% | court, mortheast of St. Mihiel.

“The cannonading was intermittent
| on the rest of the front.

“Jg'an aerial fight, one of our pllots
brought down a Fokker which fell

enemy lines, to the north
oo . Said, the royal flying corps in Egypt|
Four | member of panliament from Wood-

{of Vaux.

“In-the region of Btain one of our
squadrons gave battle to a group of
‘Germun aeroplanes. Two of the
{enemy machines, seriously hit,
compelled to make a landing.”

Belgian communication:

“There Was considerable activity
yon both sides in the region lying
to the east of Pervyse. We carried
out destructive fires on Dizmude and
’n.ho environs of that town.”

On British Front.
London, May 26.—The British offie-
1{al statement on the western campalgn

reads:

“Last night and today (Thursday)
there was considerable mining activity
'in the Loos salient, in which we had
| the advantage.

“Ihe artillery of both sides was ac-
tive at many points, principally near
-Gommescourt, Arras, the Vimy ridze,
Hulluch and Wytschaete. Our fire was

ly effective at Fricourt and
| Beaurains.”
. Russians Link Up with British.

Petrograd, via London, May 26.—The
,official communication from general
| beadquarters' issued today reads:

*n the region west of Dalen Island
the Germans, after a violent bombard-
ment, took the offensive and drove
back our advance guard post, seizing
one of our advanced trenches. By a
counterattack we dislodged the enemy
who retired to his own trenches, We
guffered no losses.

“We repulsed, by our fire, an énemy
sttempt to advance towands Karpll-
aﬁl.mvmuorﬂ:ofuwotytom
uon.anatocvﬂo\uwwemulo
ments.

“On the remainder of the front the
gituation i o

«Caucasus front: In the direction of
Mosul we repulsed an enemy attempt
&t an offensive on Rivandousa. Noth-
ing of impontance occurred in other
directions.

“Our troops operating in the region
of Kermanshah and KasrJ-8hirin have
effected a junction with the British
gonces on the Tigris between Kutel
Amara.” e
British, Guns Sweep Turks Lines of

Communication.

London, May 25,—The Turkish. force
confronting the British below Kut-el
Amara, in Mesopotamia, has not effect-
&1 a further withdrawai since that re-

incident to the realign-
ment of
surrender of Kut.
ever, through their advance on the
right bank of the Tigris, have been
able to command, with their artillery,
communication on

BRITISH AAMEN
" HARASS TURKS

%Whole Plan of Enemy Upset
{ by Bombs Dropped at Vari-
ous Points—The Attack on

El-Arish by Warships.

London, May 26—A British officlal
communication, issued late last night

|concerning the operations in Egypt,
says:

“Since the enemy air attack on Port
has given the enemy little rest.

Brijish machines have heavily bom-
{barded enemy advance

posmonsw
wera | Forty bombs were dropped, resulting| chance” to reply to Carvell and he de-

Sackville, May 25.—The scared slan.
derbund political machine in this coun-
ty which is being engineered by Frank
B. Carvell, the \xrro\d»nclu\ high priest
of invective, insinuation and hot sir,
his man Friday, Bdward 8, Carter, one
of the few existing memaéntof of the
defunct St. John Progress of shady
reputation, and P. J. Venlot, fnother
journalistic light of by-gone days, held
a meeting tonight in Fawocett Hall at
which many residents of Westmorland
and Cumberland counties expected B,
Frank Smith, M.L.A, of Carleton,
would be permitted to obtain & square
deal. But apparently, the Carvell-Car-
ter-Veniot brigade do not know what
a square deal is ,and Mr. ’mm: was

mot present.
Desperate Oppositionists.

The manipulators who are making a
desperate but futile attempt to defeat
Hon. P. G..Mahoney, the popular Min-
ister of Public Works, were willing
only to permit the man drom (Carleton,

i who is telling the electors all about
Mr. Carvell, a half an hour to speak
between the addresses of the brigade’s
forlorn hope, Dr. E. A. Smith, and ths

stock. Under such a splendid arrange-
ment Mr, Smith would have had “a fat

it buildings and a plapt at El-Hamma ciined to enter into such an unfair and

being serlously damaged,
water tanks at
smashed. Thig will upset the whole
{plan of the enemy, as, since the de
1gtmcuon of his drilling plant at Jif-
jaffa by our patrols, he had set great

and the | one-sided echeme.
Rodhsalem being|ists, to make a long story short, were

The* slanderbund-

afraid of Mr. Smith and afraid of the
truth, for slander is what they depend
upon, especially at joint meetings. In

| consequence of their action Hon. Mr.

store on the Rodhsalein waterworks.|Mahoney will get many unexpected

“It has now been learmed that the| vetes in this parish on Tuesday next.
column of troops which suffered by The local Grit organ had advertised
our bombing attack on El-Arish on|a joint meeting tonight, and to swell
the eighteenth were Germans. This|the crowd the slanderbundists sent
probably ‘explains thelr hasty retalia-| manry free tickets to Amherst. Quite
tion by dropping bombg on Port Sald, a number of Nova Scotians crossed the
civillans. Further detalls show that! border by train and antomobiles ex-
two British monitors and a sloop fired | pecting to hear both sides of the {ssues
thirty-four heavy projectiles in the at-' of the campaign which has been need.
tack on El-Arish, causing the enemy|lessly forced upon the county during

BLAIR'S STATEMENTS ARE
“4NOTHING BUT TISSUE OF
LIES? SAYS HON.MR.BAXTER

In regard to the allegations made by H. M. Blair, the dismiesed
sscretary of the New Brunewick Department of Public Works, The
Standard hag recelved from Attorney-General Baxter the following
selfoxplafitory letter:

Office of the Attorney General, New Brunswick,

o s - - T LR TR
8ir/~l notice in this morning’s issue of the Telegraph in a special
report from Dorghester, a s ment referring to an affidavit made by Mr,
H. M. Blair In which Mr. Blair is reported to have stated that he was
told by a representative of the liquor interests to go among members of
the Legislature and see how many he could get for $50.00 each and that
he (Blalr) had told me about the proposed bribery and that | sald “I
must not know anything about this, you ‘understand,’” but told him
(Blair) that it would be all right to go ahead with the other man.

| wish to state positively and emphatically that so far as | am con-
cerned, these statements are nothing but a tissue of lles. | never heard
of $50.00 a plece or any other amount from Mr.Blair, or anyone else, and
1 never asked him, or anybody else to conceal Information from me with
respect to such matters, nor had | ever told Mr. Blair, orany other per-
#on, to go ahead with any such course of conduct,

The alleged affidavit apparently contains another statement with re.
gerence to an offer of $1,000 to Mr. Blair if he would arrange to give the
Moncton bridge contract to a Wu’ 8t. John firmas Thi the first that
| have ever heard such a thing suggested. Neither Mr. Blair nor any
other person ever made a suggestion to me, or In my presence, of Im-
proper dealing with reference to this or any other contract.

| may say, however, that when the contract for the Moncton bridge,
which had been awarded to the Foundations Company, Limited, was can-
celled, Mr. Blair urged on me very strongly that the Government must be
llable to the contractors.

1 ask you to publish this in the Interest of public decency and fair
play and In the belief that the public who read it will have no difficulty
in accepting my statement against the word of a dismissed and disored-

portunity for Settling>W hole Problem.

STRONG. MAN IN
NATION'S CAISIS

Handled Financial Matters,
Problem - and

Military Emergency,

Munitions
and
Now Chosen to Straighten
Out Trish Question.

London, May 26—David Lloyd Geor-
ge, stepping temporarily from the
ministry of mundtions to a sort of
round table conference to settle the
Irish difference, is a striking fillus-
tration of how, at all the great crises
and emengenices during the war, this
statesman has come to the front as a
strong man and saviour of the coun-
try. In the early days of the war he
gained an enviable reputation in the|
eyes of the men of all parties for his|

London, May 25.—Premier Asquith
took the House of Commons by sur-
prise in making bis expected state~
ment in Irish affairs. He devoted his
speech not so much to the rebellion
and the manner in which the govern
ment dealt with it, as it was thought
he would do, as to making an appeal
for settlement of the Irish problem by
agreement among the Irish leaders.
in this connection the Premier an-
nounced that David Lloyd George
Minister of Munition; had under
taken at the request os the cabinet, to
negotiate between the Irish parties.

He asked that in tlie meantime the
matter should not be debated in the
House, John Redmond, Sir BEdward .
Ourson atid ‘Willlam O"Briet, the Irish
leaders, agreed to this, and notwithe
standing an attempt by Laurence Gin- |
nell, a Nationalist member, to make &
speecl, the subject was dropped, for:
the day at least and the House wae
emptied quickly.

Baron Stamfordham, private secre:
tary to King George, was present and
listened closely to Premier Asquith's
speech, He departed immediately af-,
terward and returned to the palace to
report to the King. Baron Wimborne,
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, also was
present.

A large and expectant crowd of
members and the gemeral public had
assembled in the House of Commons
when shortly before 3 o'clock thig afe
ternoon Premier Asquith rose to maka
his statement.

End of Martial Law Soon,

.

Although it was generally under
stood that the premier would not g0
into the conversations which were tak.
ing place between the members of the
government and the Irizh leaders, as
they had not ad ced enough to be
made public, he startod by expressing
the hope that the disappearance ot

rtial law would be speedy and conv
plete.

camp to scatter in all directions
among the palm groves near Shore,
which afterwards were thoroughly
searched by salvoes of medium shells.
The bombardment lasted two hours,
and
reduced to ruins.
pletely demoralized, made no reply to

To Government or Pay
Increased Income Tax.

Londom, May 25—Reginald McKen-
na, chancellor of the exchequer, has
given notice that on Monday next he
will move in the House of Commons
that an additional income tax of two
shillings on the pound be charged on
the income from securities which the
treasury is willing to purchase. The
object of this is to compel the sale to
the government of American securl-
ties hitherto withheld by the owners.

B
PREMIER MURRAY AND
JOHN G. MORRISON
LIBERAL CANDIDATES.

Baddeck, N. 8., May 25—Hon. Geor-
ge H. Murray and Johm G. Morrison
were the candidates chosem to con-
test the county on behalf of the Lib-
eral party at the convention held here
this afternoon.

After the nomination of the two
candidgtes speeches were made by
the candidates and D. D. McKenzle,
M. P. of North Byduey.

A ———————————————~
24 the enemy was stfll hoMing his po-
sition ‘on the left bank, in the vicinity
of Sannaiyat. Our artillery, from the
right bank, has been maintaining an

communications

:{ eftective fire upon his

along the left bank."

a busy season by Carvell, Carter, Ven-
fot & Co. Through their blundering
the disappointment was intense. The
moeeting was nearly half Conservative,

Dr. Smith spoke briefly. He said

e strong fort in the town was:he had nothing to' sa
y against Hon.
The enemy, com-|nr, Mahoney personally.

Mahoney Fine Man, Says Carvell.

After Mr. Veniot had pald his com-
plimentg to Attorney-General Baxter,
Mr. Carvell held the stage. Even he

was forced to admit that Hon. Mr.|P

Mahoney was one of the finest men in
the province and that the Robinson:
Pugsley government was mnot free
from graft.

Om Wednesday Mr. Smith, who ar-
rived in the county from East Flor-
encevilie, asked to be given an oppor

lt\mlty to reply to Mr. Carvell here to-

night. The secretary of the govern:
ment committee, Raleigh Trites, pre-
sented the challenge by telephone to
Mr. Carter and asked for a reply by

Ited +officlal.
Yours, etc.,

read and they
a cold back down on Carvell's part:

“g@. M. Copp, M. D, Chairman joint
meeting:

“Dear Sir:—

“This morning I read in the Mone-
ton Times that B. Frank Smith, M. P.
., had fesued a challenge through
Mr. R. Trites, secretary of the govern:
ment committee, to meet Mr. Frank
B. Carvell here this evening in joint
debate. Shortly afterwards E. 8. Car
ter, opposition organizer, called me
on the telephone to ascertain if the
opposition committee would consent
to said joint meeting. On behalf of
this opposition party, 1 readily agreed
to the proposition and I supposed that
the joint meeting was to be held ac-
cordingly. 1 save instructions to the
Tribune newspaper to announce same

in its columns today. At this time 1

He simply asked to be allowed to
follow Mr. Carvell, have not less than
half an hour and be permitted to be
gin his reply not later than 10.30. The
slanderbund crowd took alarm and
would only agree to permit Mr. Smith
to speak second, that is between Dr.
Smith and the following speaker.

The Beautiful Scheme.

Mr. Copp on reading in the Monc.
ton Times the terms of Mr. Smith's
challenge and after talking on the

be accepted that

to that effect to be published in the
Sackville Tribune and was surprised
later to learn that the arrangements
fBad miscarried, owing to the terms
which the govermment would not ac-

cept.

At the meeting tonight the follow-
ing ststements from both sides were
L v

4

had heard nothing in reference to the
order ihe proposed speakers would
take on the programme and I author-
ized the announcement in the interest
of all concerned, and if the details
cannot be satisfactorily arranged, I
sincerely trust that mo undue advan-
tage will be taken by either party be-
cause vf the misunderstanding regard-
ing same. After the Tribune had been
published Mr. R. Trites ca?fled on me
and informed me that said announce-
ment was premature because of the
fact that definite announcement that
Mr, Smith would take part in said
meeting should not have been made
until the agreement had been made
between the parties as to the order
of speaking. Mr. Trites also inform-
ed me that it was doubtful if the sug-
gestion made by the opposition orgs-
nizer would be acceptable, that he had
Just received Mr. Carter's telegram
and he would reply definitely as soon

JOHN B, M. BAXTER,

show clearly that it wasas he had consulted the other mem-

berg of the committee.
“Yours truly, p
“(Signed) A. B. COPP.”
(Continued on Page 2)

HIS PRISONER A
A GERMAN WHO HAD

TOILED IN YARMOUTH

Yarmouth Men Recognize
Among Their Captives Hun
they Had Known in their
Home Town.

Yarmouth, N. &, May 25—The
world is a small place afier all, Last
evening a letter was received from
fLeslie Bethune “Somewhere at the
Front,” in France from which the fol-
lowing is a quotation: “I came back
from the trenches two days ago, was
in for eight long days. We captured
g German that worked in Yarmouth
at one time. Some of the boys knew
him, His name was Johnson.”

The remains of Mrs. Martin Bird,
who dfed in Manchegter, N. H., will
arrive here for interment on Satur-
day. The late Mrs. Bird was a reésl-
dent of Yarmouth for many years, her
husband having been an employe of
the Gas Co. almost thirty yedrs. She
leaves a husband, one son, James
B, and two daughters, Mrs. Lauta
Hassell and Mrs. Florence Mc-
Murphy.

LLOYD GEORGE.

capable handling of the nation's fin-
ances, and then came to the rescue in
the military emergency, as head of
the ministry of munitions, to provide
the army with shells.

Lately, it was undoubtedly his force-
ful personality which converted the
country, in the face of the strongest
opposition, to universal military ser-
vice. Now he steps into the breach to
solve one of the most difficult polith-
¢al problems ever presented to Brit-
|ish statesmen—to reconcile the ap-
parently irreconcilable sections of the
Irish people, and establish home rule
in Ireland. - ’

How soon Mr. Lloyd George will rol
able to arrange a formal conferaace,
and- exactly what shape the confer-
ence will take, is still unknown. He
hae been engaged for some days in ‘8-
formal ‘talks preparatory to 4h a
conference, and it is ynderstood, tl at,
besides John Redmond, the Irish Ne-
tionalist leader, and Sir Edward Car-
son, the Ulster leader, the conference
will include Herbert Samuel, the
home secretary, who had much to do
with framing the finance clauses of
the home rule-act. Other names men-
tioned are Jobn Dillon and Joseph
Deviin. It is asserted that the pro-
ceedings of the conference will be
quite confidential, and that the place
of meeting will be Mr. Lioyd George's
private room at the ministry of muni-
tions in Whitehall.

In the lobbies today a feeling of
optimism prevailed that the circym-
stances under which the parties are
being called together offer a falr
chance of settlement.

Referring to the sacrifices that Irish
men had made in behalf of the British
limpire during the present war, Mr
Asquith said:

“Could we who represent Great Brit:
ain, or could those who represent Ire-
land tolerate the prospect that when
this war was over and when we had,
by our joint efforts and sacrifices,
we had hoped and believed we should,
achieved our end, here at home Irishe
men ghould be arrayed against one ane
other in the most tragic and most de-
basing of conflicts—internecine domes
tic strife,

“l say to the Heuse of Commons, to
the country and to the Empire that
the thought is inconceivable. It can
never be, for it would mean confes-:
sion of bankruptey, not only of states-
1eanship but of patrictism.”

Referring to the home rule bill, Mr.
Asquith sald:

Coercive Application of Home Rule
Never Intended.

“No one, so far as | know, has ever
desired or eontemplated its coercive
dpplication by one get of Irishmen
against another. What s now in this
great domestic emergbney of paras
mount importance is that if it be pos-
sible—and 1 hope it is possible —an
agreement such as we thought vain be
fore the war should be arrived at be-
tween those representing different in-
terests and parties in Ireland.

“I pelleve, as 1 have already said,
that in Ireland itself there is & deep
and genuine desire to obtain such an
agreement. The government—I speak
for all my colleagues, and some of us,
be it remembered, in the past have
taken the most diverse possible views
in regard to the question of Irish gov-
ernment—are sanxious, and more than
anxious to do everything in their pow-
er to facilitate such resuits,

Continued on page 2.
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