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Exzplanatory.

Our General readers will not find
the usual variety of matter in this
number of the ADVANCE, because so
much space is devoted to the pro-
ceedings of the legislature which
opened at Fredericton on Thursday
last. The ADVANCE claims to be
only a local country paper, and as
mattbrs of paramount interest to the
North Shore of NewBrunswick—
its special field are chiefly occupying
the attention of the legislature at the
present time, we think it right that
our local readers should have as full
a record as possible of what is said
and done by that important body.

The Losal Legislature.
{Edito-ial Cor. of the Miramichi Advance.]
FrepericroN, March 14.

The weather was rather unpropitious
yesterday, so that the ‘‘settings” of
the upening wero not as brilliant as
they would otherwise have been, for
had the early spring day been a fine
omte, sombre greatcoats would not have
covered the scarlet tunics of the Mili-
tary School gm&, and there would
have been more ladies to witness the
ceremonies, and their ‘toilets would
have been in keeping with ‘‘Queens
weather,” if it had prevailed. There
was, however, a large number of both
ladies and gentlemen in attendanoe—
chiefly within-doors—and  she council-
chamber up-stairs, gs well as the floor
of the Assembly, in the vicinity of the
Speaker’s room and the ladies’ gallery,
were graced with the presence of a large
number of the fair daughters of New
Brunswick, many of whom were from
different parts of the province outside
of Fredericton—the ladies’ gallery
being thronged to its utmost capacity.

The members of both houses were
nearly all present, although Hon. Mr.
Ryan was reported detained at Bath-
urst by illness and was, therefore, un-
able to be in his place in the Assembly,

“his seat being the only vacant onein

that Honse when Mr. Perks, gentle-
man usher of the Black rod came to

| call the members up-stairs to hear what

His Honor, Lt.-Governor 8ir Leonard
Tilley, had to say to them. The full
list of -Assembly representatives isas
follows :—

Albert—Dr. Lewis, Hon. Ganis Turner.

Carleton—Dr. Atkinson, Randolph G.
Ketchum.

Charlotte—Hon. James Mitchell, Geo.
F. Hibbard, Wm. Douglas, James Rus.
sell.

Gloucester—Hon. P. G. Ryan, Joseph
Porier.

Kent—Hon. Oliver J. LeBlane, J. D.
Phinney. .

Kings ~-Hon. Wm. Pagsley, jr., Dr.
Taylor, A. 8. White.

Madawaska—Levite Theriault.

Northumberland— Hon. L. J. Tweedie,
J. P. Burchill, James Robinson, John
O'Brien.

Queens—Thos. Hetherington, Albert
Palmer.

Restigouche—Wm. Murray, Chas. H.
LaRilloie. A

8t. John City—Dr. A'ward, A. C.
Smith.

8t. Jobn County—H. A. McKeown,
Dr. Stockton, James Rourke, Wm. Shaw.
uSup’bnry—Bon. W. “E:. Perley, Chas.

representative of our gracious sovereiga, |
as well as on account of his excellency's
many estimable personal qualities, ho will
receive a loyal and hearty welcome from
the people of the province.

The subject of the rate of stumpage |
imposed on the licensees of the crown op-
erating on its lumber lande has been much
discussed between my government and
the licensees, and frequent attempis have
beon made by unegotiation during the past
year to arrive at an understanding which
would afford some relief to this importans
industry, and at the same time would not
necessitate a reduction in the usual grants
for necessary public services. You will
be fully informed of the nature of these
unegotiations, and I shali ask you to con-
sider the prpopriety,6f appoiuting a special

ission to iavestigate ,and report
upon the whole question of stumpage dues
upon the timber lands of the zrown.

Iregret toinform you that daring the
recess the controversy over the right of
property of the provincial government in
the fisheries in non-navigable waters upon
ungranted crown lands has been reopened
by the general government. Communi-
cations between my government and that
of the dominion have taken place u
this subject, and I have given directions
that the same shall be 'aid before yon.

The claim of the province upon the
liquidators of the Maritime Bank to be
paid in preference to other simple con-
tract creditors, by virtue of the preroga-
tive of the crown, has been decided by
the Supreme Court of Canada substan-
tially in accordance with the contention
of my government, and unless the case is
carried by the bank on appeal to the privy
council, I have reason to believe the claim
will be paid at an early day.

The important act passed at the last

and greater section of the province, when though politically he did not think much number of subjects, only a few of which it

demands from Saint John, trom Freder-
icton, and from the River counties, claim-
ing that this work and that work, this
grant or that grant should be done or
given, I think the House will admit that
the members from the northern counties
have at all times taken a broad and
patriotic view of the situation, notwith-
standing they were paying a high rate of
stumpage, notwithstanding thut when
they asked for needed public works, they
wetre often told that important works in
the southern part of the province made
it imposaible to meet their wishes. They
patiently waited their turn and have
pever takea the view which they perhaps
might have been justified in taking that
more was being done for the south than
for the north.

I think; Mr. Speaker, that when hon.
members of this House take into consid.
eration what the north is asking for, and
that the whole matter cannot at ost
amount to more than $20,000 a year, and
that the reduction will not really amount
to that much, owing to the increased cut
that will be made, they will support the
executive in giving to the people who are
eangaged it that inportant braoch of in-
dustry what they are asking for.

As to section 5, referring to the difficul-
ty which seems imminent between the
local and Dominion governments on the
subject of riparian rights, I think itis
to be greatly regretted that any trouble
has arisen in that respect. The manage-
ment of the riparian rights in our fisher-
ies under the present provincial govern-
ment has given great satisfaction to the
people. Those who live near those rivers
and are aware of the hundrede and thou-
eands of people who come among them
and enjoy themselves during the summer

of legislature. in dment
of the, electoral law, having gone into
operation, the experience of its working
daring the recent elections has suggested
some minor changes, to which I shall in-
vite your favorable consideration.

Pablic attention has been recently at-
tracted to the question of the mineral
capabilities of the province by the report-
ed discovery of considerable deposits of
silver and other valuable cores in several
sections of the province. Proposals with
a view tu-attracting capital and stiniu-
latiog enterprise in this direction will be
submitted for your approval.

Complaints respecting the unsafe and
unhealthy condition of the county jails
in several countiea of the province have
been laid before me, and I have regretted
to learn that in one case, his excellency
the governor general has felt it his duty
to order the discharge of a priscner, ow-
ing to the- unhealthy condition of the
building in wkich he was confined. You
will be asked to adopt such measures as
sha!l make it obligatory upon all muui-
cipalities to provide secare and proper
accomadations in their respective counties.

It has recently become apparent that
the people of New Branswick are being
outstripped by some of the sister prov-
inces in respect to the relative extent and
quality of its dairy products. More in-
terest and attention, it is thought, might
with advantage he directed to this indus-
try, and in the hope of promoting, in
some degrse, this important object, a
measure will be laid before you, to ¢hich
Iinvite your favorable consideration.

My gover t has it in contemplation
ffo discontinue the maintenance of the
proviucial stock farm, at the expiration of
the curreut year. I hope this proposal
may commend itself to your approval.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House
of Assembly:—

1t affords .me much satisfaction to be
abls to congratulate you upon a substan-
tial increase in the revenue for the past
year, which has enabled the department
of public woiks to meet some very urgent
demands for the construction of additional
bridges of a parmanent character.

I have directed the accounts of the in-
cowe and expenditure for the past year,
as well as a statement of the receipts and
payments of the current year up to the
opening of the present sessien, to be laid
before you.

listimates of the probable income and
expenditure for the current year will be
submitted to you, and I think you will
find that the estimates of expenditure have
been prepared with a due regard to econ-
omy and the requirements of the public
service,

My, President and Honorable Gentlemen
of the Legislative Council:—
Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House
7.
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Victoria—Geo. T. Baird. T

Westmorland—Hon. D, L. Hanington,
H. T. Stevens, H. A. Powell, 0. M.
-Melanson.

York—Hon. A. G. Blair, Wm. Wilson,
Richard Bellamy, John Anderson.

The members having gone to the
upper chamber, were instructed, ia the
vsual form, to retarn and elect a
speaker. On returning, Mr. Baird of
Victoria, who, it will be remembered,
was one of the gentlemen claimed by
the Opposition, made s neat speech,
nominating Mr. A. 8. White, of Kings,
to the position. It being understood
that Mr. White was the gentleman
favored by the government for the
speakership, the fact that Mr, Baird
nominated him may be termed the first
set-back given to the Opposition. The
Attorney-General seconded the nomin-
ation in a few well-chosen words and,
no other nomination being made, the
Clerk, Heory B. Rainsford, Exq., put
the motion and Mr. White was unani-
mously elscted.

It had been understood amongst ‘‘the
initiated,” for some time before the
opening, that there wasto be no op-
positivn candidate for the speakership,
but there were many who really believ-
ed sufficiently in the rumored strength
of the Opposition to cause them to ex-
pect the appearance of a rival candidate
to Mr. White, and when none was put
up there was a perceptible lowering of
opposition temperature, The course
of the Opposition in the matter did
not, however, necessarily .involve the
idea of conscions weakness, for it is
only under ptional cir t
that there is a test of party strength
over the choico of Speaker. Each
party in the House desires to stand
well with *‘the chair” and it would be
almost unfair to any gentleman whose
election to the office was assured, to
place him in the position of realising,
that any appreciable numbgr of those
over whom he was to preside had op-
posed him.

After Mr. Speaker had assumed the
silk gown and hat, and received con-
gratulations from leading men on the
respectivo sides of the House, he pro-
geeded to the Legislative Council
Qhamber, followed by most of the
members, where His Honor, the
Lieutenant-Governor read the opening
Speech as follows :—

THE SPEECH.
Myr. President and Honorable Gentlemen of
the L i

mwnuufolgn, vis, : - Sutherly by lands
Richard Price, W

by ly by lands
by Goidom ang. Easterly by lands
d by Mrs. John McKenzie, and Northerly
L-arvo lands, gon! 100 acres,

by Ind

e and James
against the said Jacoh

JOHN SHIRREFF,

Office, Newcastie, N. B,
13th November, A. D., 1889,

» Legislative Council:—
My, Speaker and Gentlemen of the House
of Assembly:—

1 have much pleasure in meeting you in
legislature convened for the despatch of
puablic buisness.

It affords me great satisfaction to be
able to congratulate you "po? the con-
Fesi i iBon ol :

PrOSpo L

enerally throgghout the province. The
fuding pursuits in which our people are
engaged, I am happy to say, have been
carried on profitably during the past
year, and even in the great lumber indus-
try, notwithstanding prices have again de-
clined in Earope, there has been, duriug
the present season, more than usual ac-
tivity in lumbering operations.

I have some reason to hope that his
excellency the governor general will be
able to make a visit to the maritime prov-
inges during the present year, and there-
by b lly acquainted with

ﬂ{in important portion @of the dominion.
Should my expectations in this regard be
rvealized, [am well assured that, asthe

in your Heflberatmns upon the varions
subjects which may engage your attention
1 have she fu'lest confidence that you will
display the utmost loyalty and zeal in the
ublic service, and I trust that under the
ivine guidance your labors may materi-
ally advance the welfare of our people
and streagthen their attachmsnt to the
institutions under which we live,

THE FIRST BUSINESS.

The members having returned to the
assembly chamber—

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill, re-
latiog to actions for uegligence against
civic, municipal and other public bodies.

MR, WILSON.

Mr. Speaker read a copy of his honor’s

speech, and Mr. Wilson read the address

in rep'y and moved its adoption by the
House. doing so he made an excellent
speach éfpbracing all the subjects referred
toin the ‘different paragraphs. On the
section relating to the proposed Lumber
aod Crown Lands Commission he said:—

Important indeed, sir, is the subject of
the crowd lands reterred to in the second
paragraph of the address, and perhaps the
most important in the whole range of
local politics in this province. What
crown lands remained when the present
government came into power have been
preserved, aud under the regulations
adopted, with the approval of a majority
of the members of this house, the ter-
ntorial revenue has been gradually ia-
creased, That increase, it has been
claimed, has been at the expense of the
lumber business of the proviuce, and it
has also been claimed that if other and
“Jeas stringent regulations had been adopted
the territorial revenue would have been
equally as large and our struggling lum.
beimen would have beer materially assis-
ted iu their operations. These views have
been constantly and persistently urged up-
on the consideration of the members of the
government and of this house, by the re-
presentatives of the lumbermen, and the
hope has been frequently expressed by a
large number of the government sup-
porters in this house, whenever the
question of the policy of the government
in regard to the crown lands was under
consideration, that the government would
soou see its way clear to relieve the lum-
bermen, to some extent, of the burdens
which the government, regulations imposed.
From the reference 1n this section made it
is fairly to De assumed that the govern-
ment, urged by these considerations have
deemed it advisable to make the whole
question of our crown lands and the
territorial revenue & subject of inqguiry,
with a view of obtaining the most ex.
haustive and realiable iuformation 1
regard thereto, in order that a wise and
equitable policy may be adopted in regard
thereto. I venture to assert, sir, that a
majority of the members of this honorable
house will regard such a course as advis-
able, and in the meantime will feel
dis posed, until inquiry is made and the
information obtained, to leave in the
hands of the present executive the con-
trol, and feel satigied that no regu'ation
will be made the adoption of which wjll
militate against the best interests of the
province especially when we are informed
that no reduction will be made in the
usual grants for the necessary public
services. :

MR. LABILOIS.

Mr. Labillois segonded the address and
in doing so said—

The honorable mover of theaddress
has made so0 able and exhaustive a speech
that I shall, in seconding it refer to only
two or three sections,

Section four treats of the importang
stumpage question. That question was
one in which I have taken a great deal of
interest during the seven years in which
I have held a seat in this house, During
that time delegation after delegation has
oome from the north shore asking that
some aid and encouragement should be
given to the lumber industry 1n that sec-
tion of the province. If the government
could do something to aid the northern
counties, they would deserve well, not
only of the House, but- of the people of
the whole province, When demands
were made by the people of the southern

| —————=

Chiidren Cry for

)

ths and leave thousands and thous-
sands of dollars, regret that any such
thing should now occur to disturb exist-
ing conditions. It is to be hoped that the

properly protected in this regard.

itself to every member of the house.
section is ‘a very important ome. Un-
questionably some of the jails in our
proviuce are in a very bad state and any
action the government may take that will
remedy the condition of things now
existing, will meet with the approval of
the house,

HON. MR, HARINGTON.

Hon. D. L. Hanington said that having
—unexpectedly to himself, because he
had not sought the position—been unani-
muosly chosen leader of ths Opposition,

pleasure it,gave him to meet old associates
in the house and also the new members
present. Tee house approached its im-
portant duties without, so far as he was

amony its members, He hoped

had distioguished it in the past.
was expegted of him that, in the discus-

doomed to disappointment.

dress no member would disagree. In
section two, reference is made to the con-
tinued prosperous condition of business
generally” in the province. With this,
also, all present, he thought, would be
disposed to agree. He thought the terms
employed with refersnce to the principal
industry of the country mght even be
stronger than they were. TLe province,
it was true, was prosperous, but if any
industry was prosperous more than others
it was the lumber industry.

A few years ago the lumber trade was a
very risky business and the outlook for
those engaged in it somewhat depressing.
But that was not the state of that busi-
ness now. Now that important industry,
with its sister interest, the ship-owning
industry of the province, was most pros-
perous, and it struck him as very extra-
ordinary that his honor’s advisers had
thought it proper to describe the im-
proved condition of these industries in
such very modest terms. The fact was,
that ¢here was more than the usual ae-
tivityia_luombering operations through-
out the province. He was inclinea to
thiok that the absence of more glowing
laugusage in reference to this lubf'eot was

. bad recently taken
place in the county of North-
umberland. He was satisfied that, if the
condition of the lumber business in this
proviuce had been referred to as being
most prosperous, the house would gladly
have andorsed such an expression. If the
moving of the address meaut anything, it
was well that it should speak of matters
as thoy really were and as the people of
the country knew them to be, and there-
fore he thought there was an omission
here that would require, at the hands of
the leader of the government, some little
explanation. If it was true, a8 had been
stated in various quarte s, however, that
the government had adopted the policy of
making a large reduction in the stumpage,
of which fact the house of course was not
yet aware, except through the declarations
of the present surveyer general to his con-
stituents, if that was the policy which the
government proposed, then they might
well refrain from inviting the house to
ﬁive expression to the fact that the lum-

er business was prosperous. It cccurred
to him that a chaoge had taken place in

disposed to view this subject now as com-
pared with former years. Then, when the
lumber business was known to be in a
depressed state, his honor’s advisers con-
fined thomselves to hoping that the gov-
ernment would do aﬁ they reasonably
could, consistent with the demands of the
public service, to help those engaged in
that industry. But now, when lumber is
worth at least $2 per thousand more than
it was three years ago, the government

"hasten tu the rescue of the lumbermen

with a reduction of stumpage.

With reference to section 4, which was
on tho same subject, he pointed out that
the house was called upon to discuss this
subject when it was not in a position to
know what the output of lumber had been
during the past year, and what increase
of revenue from that source had arisen,
and therefore any remarks which he might
make must be rather in the dark on that
question. The present leader of the gov-
ernment had always been disposed to take
a pretty bold and decisive stand as to
what he considere.- was in the interest of
the country. But Lo (Mr. Hanington)
was obliged to say that he was astonished
at the contents of the fourth secticn, If
what that section implied was true, the
policy of thé government for all these

ears with reference to stumpage had

een all wrong. It was rather a remark-
able circumstance) that only a few weeks
ago the pohicy which the government had
held with reference to that question
should have been reaffirmed by the atsor-
ney general und his colleagues only to find
the government vow adopling a different
policy which, if report spoke true, involv.
ed a reduction of 23 cents per thousand in
the stumpage. Why did not the govern-
ment, if they had decided to change
their policy, come forward plaioly
and say that they had done so?
Why did they not say to the people of
Northumberland : We have been wrong
in our policy, and the time has come
when the lumber industry has reached
such a state that a change is demanded ?
Why did not the government take the
house into their confidence and speak
definitely on this question, as they had
dane with reference to the stock farm and
other subjects? Why did not the govern-
ment announce what their real intentions
were? He was disposed to believe that
the government hoped, indeed they must
hope, to humbug these people. EKElse
why. as custodians of the public domain,
witk full iinformation at their disposal,
did they not immediately deal with this
subjegt? Way that not the duty of the
executive? ‘That is the way the goveran-
ment had always acted in ®imilgr emer-
geneies, but now they proposed the ap-
pointment of a special commission, for-
gooth, to in{ostiggte sud report upon the
question, Was that responsible govern:
ment at the present day? The government
already had, through their regular
officers, all the meana necessary to pro.
cure tbe information which they suggest
that a gommiseion shall be appointed to
prooure, They werc simply begging the
question, If they had made the pledges
they were said to have made they should
carry them out. For the honorable gen-
tlemen (Mr. Tweedie,) who had changed
his seat from one side of the house to the
other, he had no personal disrespect,

government of the day will see that the
rights of the people they represent are

Sectiun 9, relative to the state of the
county jails, shounld, I think, oommr;l':ld
e

it became his duty to offer a few remarks
on the address. He expressed the great

aware, any personal animosities existing
, in this
respect, the house would maiotain the
reputation for order and dilligence 'I.lfnt

it

sion of this address, he would go very
much into detail, such expectation was

With the sentiments of thaukfulness
contained in the first section of the ad-

of him.
Mr. Tweedie—You ran on the side of
the government? o
Mr. Hanington—Not quite. If I did it
appears the country would not accept of
it. How could he (Hanington) imagine
then that his honorable friends were going
' to make such a radical departure in pub- |
lic policy a8 they were now about making? |
It was not true that he was running with
the government, but even were 1t so,
| could he bave imagined that the leader of
| the goverument, who bhad spoken in
Albert, St. John, aund clsewhere, was go-
ing to' make such a chaoge of base as this?
Such a turnover as that was not one that
he had expected to say the least ofit.
But what was the position the govern-
ment now occupied? They were really
saying to the people in one part of the
province : ‘“We have not changed our
policy, we have not the information that
\ would warrant a change of policy ia this
respect.” While to the people of the
North Shore they say : - “We have made
up our minds to make the change but we
cannot do this thing without a commis-
sion.” The house was in the dark as to
what the government had really donein
its negotiations with the North Shore
people, hut with that expression in the
speech he though% the appointment of a
comnussion, it carried by the house,
would simply amount to a subterfuge
The government simply desired to escape
the responsibility of saying that they had
changed their policy from $1.25 to $§l
stumpage 88 the country believed they
had done. He thought if, instead of get-
ting a’reduction of stumpage, the mem.
bers for Restigouche and Nortoumberland
were satistied with receiving a commis-
sion to inguire into what should be done,
they were men whom it was very easy to
satisfy. He thought the government
would do wonders if they satisfied these
gentlemen and also those who believed
that the present rate of stumpage was ot
too much t) be imposed. He hoped when
the attorney general addressed the house
he would take them into his confidence
aod let them know what conclusion the
government had reached. He thought
the house would be justitied, colsidering
the close relations existing between the
mover of the address and the leader of
the government, in assuming that the
former gentleman spoke with some au-
thority. He (Wilson) assumed that u
government commission would be ap.
pointed to report (probably at the next
ression of the legislature,) ‘‘and in the
meantime,” said he, ‘‘we shall trust the
government will pass no legielation hostile
to the interests of the country.” Well,
that cerfainly was a very definite state-
ment to maké on this important subject.
If it was true that the present surveyor
general had joined the government upon
the distinct pledge and understanding
that the rates were to be reduced, he
thought something more than words of
this address must be intended after that
hon. gentleman had been elected squarely
in_opposition to the government. He
pointed out that the public domain was
an investment which should inurs to the
benefit of the people of the whole coun-
try. It represented principle producing a
certain sum of money annually, or increas-
ing in value by growth, If the revenue
were maintained at the present figure by
inoreased output what did that mean? It

i should be no reduction of stuwpage.

would be expected that he should now re-

fer to. He had said a good deal upon the

subject of stumpage and had declared it to

be the policy of the opposition that there

He

thought hon. members who had heard the
hon. gentleman in this house before must
have sympathized with him in his present
difficulties. It was apparent to all that
he was not very happy iu the situation he
found himself in, and that the somérsauls
to which he had treated them was not
performed with the usual dexterity which
characterized that honorable gentleman’s
movements. No doubt, when the proper
constitutional time arrived, the hon. mem-
ber and himself would hear from each
other on the subject. The government
had adopted the usual mode of indicating
without asking the house to commit itself
to the class of subjects likely to engage
their attention, It could not, therefore,
be said that the government had adopted
any unusual course or were open to the
charge of concealing their views. If they
were, then it must ba a fact that every
legislature in ths world, at all events
which was regulated by our system of
government, was open on all such occa-
sions to precisely the same charge. The
government had indicated the measures it
proposed to submit to the house, and when
the house was furnished with the informa-
tion at the government’s disposal in the
ordinary and proper way it would then be
in position to arrive at & ravional judg-
ment.

Mr. Stockton—Then the government
has made no change.

Hon. ‘Mr. Blair—The hon. member is
giving evidence of a very early im-
petuosity. He should be calm. He
should possess his soul in patience, and he
would get all the information available—
perhaps a little more information that he
desired to get—at all events such infor-
mation ae, when he getd it, will cause him
to conclude that very much less would
have snited him very much better. The
yearning desire to be leader of his party,
was overcomiog the hon. member’s dis-
cretion. He should allow the leader
whom his party had selected in preference
to him to discharge the functions of that
office,

As to the question of jail a

which statement he quoted from speeches
by Blair and Wileon, those of the former
haviog been made at different times since
1883, Mr. Tweedie had opposed the
government because of its stumpage rates
and now he sat as a member of the gov-
ernment opposite full in his (Alward’s)
view, 1
Mr. Tweedie—It's hard to say thatI
am full in your view.
Dr. Alward—What kind of a horse did
Mr: Tweedie ride in upon?
Mr. Tweedie—Upon the votes of the
people and against outside interference.
Dr. Alward—Mr. T'weedie had given
the people of his county to understand
that the stampage had been reduced. In
fact it had been said of him (Tweedie) he
had told his people that he was Surveyor
General, and that he was going to run his
office for all it was worth,
Mr. Tweedie—So I am. (Laughter.)
Dr. Alward held that the House was
entitled to full information in reference to
the government’s policy regarding the
tter of the abolition of the Leg
Council and the question of stumpage.

It being now six o’clock Mr. Speaker
said he would leave the chair and that
théhouse would reassemble at 7.30.

The house reassembled at 7.30 and

DR. ATKINSON
took the floor. If Dr. Alward’s speech
had been a disappointment to his friends,
who really expected an effective effort
from him, that of the Carleton represen-
tative was even more so. He said he was
surprisedthat the government had not put
up a speaker to answer Dr. Alward—ap-
parently forgetting that Dr. Alward had
said nothing new—Mr. Blair, he said,
had charged the leader of the opposition
with i istency on the stumpage ques-
tidn. The leader of the opposition conld

oy
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point the police magistrate.

Dr. Stockton—Is this the kind of gov.
ernment that should retain the confidence
of the country—a government which on
fiading iteclf in a tight place was prepared
to abandon its principles, He had admir-
ed Blair for his courage and boldness in
the past. To-day’s exhibition showed
that the leader of the government was
williug to sacrifice all former pledges
when he found his office slipping away
from him,

Mr. Blair—You seem to have lost con-
fidence since we appointed Ritchie.

Dr. Stockton—I found fault when I
discovered that you were disposed to act
a little Bismarck in this province, But I
will dircuse that matter with you by-and-
bye. P
Mr. Blair—So we will discuss the
stumpage by-and-bye.

Dr. Stockton held that the house was
not being treated fairly in this matter,
If the goverament intended to reduce the
stumpage thay should come forward man-.
fully and say so and give their reasons for
the change of base.

But they did not do that, preferring to
have it understood on the North Shor
that a reduction was really made, w!
this reference to a commission was to
make the people in the southern counties
.believe that nothing would be done until
the commission reported. ‘He produced a
copy of the ADVANCE and eaid that paper
was conducted by a gentl who had
run in the government interest in North-
umberland and was defeated. The Ap-
VANCE was the organ of the government
in Northumberland and in endeavoring to
promote the Surveyor-General’s election
last mounth it stated to the electors that
Mr. Tweedie's defeat would be, practi-
cally, a declaration that Northumberland

give good 1 for his change of base.
When the leader of the opposition favor-
ed a reduction of the stumpage the lum-
ber industry was admitted to be in a most
depressed condition ani the ' finances of
the country were not in such a wretched
condition as st present. It is now admit-
ted that the lumber industry was in a
.healthy condition, and there is no longer
the same reason for a reduction of the
stumpage. What led the attorney gen-
eral to change his base on the question?
Undoubtedly the fear of losing power.

tion he would assure the hon. gentleman

opposite that the government had not
been at all unmindful of the gquestion as
to the obligation devolving upon the local
government in respect to short term
prisoners. The dominion government,
although many years ago urged to do so,
refused to submit that guestion to the
supreme court. They maintained that
there was no obligation to maintain short

meant that the valuable heritage which
the people possessed in these
being depleted and destroyed.
the reduction of the principle for all time
He submitted that that was
not the true policy which the government

ands was
It meant

Mr. Hanington continued referring at
considerable length to other portions of
the address and, in closing said be notic-
ed that a late member of the government
(Mr. McLellan) was now occupying &
scat in the legislative council.
ally he had no objection to that appoint-
ment, becanse for the late provincial
secretary he felt nothing butthe very
highest esteem. From the time he (Mr.
McLellan) first came into the legislature
he had always found him a gentleman in
all the public and private transactions of
life, and he was satisfied the upper house
lose nothing by his
there either in its dignity or its status in
the country, He felt that this cribute
was due to the honorable gentleman who,
by the voice of the people, was now de-
barred fiom sitting in this chamber.
he thought if the leader of the govern-
ment had a definite policy with respect
to the legislativecouncil be should have
told the house what that policy was and
whether he intended te submit a measure
befere this house on that sulject or not.
The Hon. gentleman
against the old government that they
kept these positions open and was now
doing exactly what he then condemaed.

HON. MR, BLAIR,

Hon. Mr. Blair said he would ask the
house to permit him to make a few obaer-
vations which .seemed called for by the
remarks that had fallen from the leader of
Before doing so he desir-
ed, in a hearty and cordial way indeed, to

Person

presence

used to charge

But

the mode with which the government was

welcome the hon. members who were
here for the first time and extend his con-
gratulations to them upon being here, as
well as to those who had occupied seats
in the house in former sessions, He was
satisfied that hon. members were disposed
to preserve the traditions that had made
the house in the past eminently respectecs
The house, in the past, had been able to
carry on, sometimes, very heated discus-
sions in a spirit that would not reflect
discredit upon any legislature in the
world. He warmly reciprocated the
wishes of the hon. member who had last
spoken in this regard. There would be a
disposition on the part of all hon. mem-
bers to make allowances for each other for
what might be said in the heat of debate.
He was prepared to receive hard blows
from his friends opposite, and they should
be prepared to receive hard blows in re-
turn, but outside of the house they should
be ready to meet each other ina genial
and agreeable way. This had been the
record of past years and he would be
much disappointed if the present house
was found to be an exception to the rule,
The house, he thought, should be more
than pleased with the admirable addresses
made hy the mover and seconder of the
addresd, It was but rarely that he had
listened to addresses on such occasions
that had given greater evidences of abil-
ity. It wasa matter of congratulation
that the house possessed among its mem-
bers gentlemen who could put their views
before the house in the exceedingly agree-
able and pleasant manner that these gen-
tlemen had doue, and he warmly congrat-
ulated the house and them upon the
speeches they had made. It would be
expected that he should devote some at-
tention to the remarks of the hon. gentle-
man who had just sat down. This would
not be the tirst time that they had cross.
ed blades in the house. He wished to
express to the opposition his pleasure at
the excellent selection they had made of a
leader. It was an exceedingly judicious
one. He was glad to know that the
rivalries and heart-burning in the opposi-
tion had not produced results of a
oalamitous character, and that the gentle-
men in their widst, who felt that they
had strong claims for priority, had agree-
ably fallen under the banoet of his hon.
friend from Westmorland, He was satis-
fied that the seleotion they had made was
a much more judicious one than if they
had selected a captain from g the
gentlemen from 8t. John, who had per-
formed the striking feat of riding iuto this
‘hongs on the Protestant horse, and who,
in the nature of things, could hardly ex-
pect to be very well adapted to leading a
party in this house.
. The hon, member had referred to a

Pitcher's Castoria.
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term prisoners resting upon them or, in
other words, maintaining jails for their
confivement. But that matter was en-
tirely outside the present question, The
present question was entirely of a local
character. The question was whether
the jails which required to be maintained
for prisoners put into them under local
laws, debtors for instance, should not be
maintained properly. Fromn motives of
humanity, if no other, it was important
that these people should be suitably pro-
vided while 8o held uuder the laws of the
country. It was uofortunate that in some
couanties the jails were not in the condi-
tion they ought to be in. Some of them
were not secure, and others were actually
unhealthy, and to this subject the judges
attending the various circuits had repeat-
edly called the attention of grand juries,
to little or no purpose. Ao obligation,
therefore, rested upon those charged with
the governinent of the country to see th“ut

Such a state of affairs was a reproach to
the province and when a formal iutima-
tion came down to us from the minister of
justice from Ottawa, that the governpr
general had been obliged to order the
discharge of a person confined for viola.
tion of the law, owing to the condition of
the jail in whichb he was coofined, the
time had come when the house should put
upon the statute book legislation that
would remedy _the evil. He regretted
that the mention of this sabject had
brought from the hon. member an expres.
sion of- the hope that this was not the
entering wedge of direct taxation. The
remark did not seem to be in keeping with
the admirable tone of the rest of his
speech. He should look to the leader of
the opposition to co-operate with him in
this matter.

He did not feel that he was called upon
to say anything upon the gquestion of the
legislative council farther than what le
had heretofore said. The policye of the
government in that regard had not chang-
ed. Recent declarations had been made
by himself and colleagues on this subject
and he had no fears that when the matter
came up directly he would be able to sat-
isfy the house that the government had
not been inconsistent with their declared
intentions. He felt that the government
were to be congratulated upon the pover.
ty of the criticisms which the hon. mem.
ber had made. The hon. member’s party
were out and they wanted to get in and
such arguments as he had advanced were
legitimate warfare. Considering that the
hon. leader of the opposition had been
filling that position for the past seven or
eight years ; considering that all that had
been done by the present government had
been dane under his full view, he thuught
the resunits of his criticism were most flat.
tering to the government, He had per-
formed his duty well. But he thought
the speech of the hou. gentleman ought to
convince the house as well as the country,
that the indictment he had framed
against the government is not of a very
serions or damaging charactes. ‘When
nothing graver than the hon, gentléman’s
apeeches contained had been disclosed,
the government were justitied in feeling a
degree of complacency and that they were
secure in the confidence of the people of
the country and of the legislature now

coavened.
DR. ALWARD

#aid the speech of the leader of the govern-
ment was very disappainting. He had
boen challgnged in roference ta the govern-
ment's policy toyching the abolition of the
Legislative Oouncil and to the matter of
stumpage rates, and his reply was un-
satisfactory. Wae the government’s policy
changed and if 8o why? The house had a
right to an anawer to that question. The
leader had also been challenged regarding
the finanoces of the country, but that had
been evaded by the Attorney Geueral,
The latter had devoted the most part of
his gpoech to the condition of the county
jails as though that was the most import

ant matter that could be discussed. The
reference of the Attorney Geueral to the
Protestant horse was uncalled for and al-
together out of place. Mr. Blair had
made a speech in St. John stating that he
was going to leave the matter of the exist-
ence of the Legislative Council in the
hands of Providence. Considering that he
has appointed to that body the late pro.

Blair had really very little contidence in
Feovid The gov t for several !

The position of Hanington was that of a
statesman. The position of Blair was
that of a-political trickster, In view of
the fact that the net debt of the province
was about $1,750,000, that the govern
ment had withdrawn from our deposits
at Ottawa $180,000, that the over-expend-
iture on great roads and bridges was be-
tween $50,000 and $60,000 at the close of
last year, that there had been a deticit
under this government of about $40,000 a
year, and that there must necessarily be
an increase for achools, roads and bridges,
any proposition loeking towards the re-
duction of the stumpage could not be
favorably entertained. He read from
alleged speeches by Mr. Blair to show
thatthe attorney general all along was
opposed to the reduction of the stumpage.
Now the leader of the government, fear-
ing to lose the seals of office and find him-
self in the cold shades of opposition, had
abandoned his former principles, and his
position on the matter of stumpage was
one that could not commend itself to the
right-thinking members of the house,

The learned doctor, who had besn
speaking quite -vehemently, seemed to

‘this state of things did not contiffie.

suddenly lose the thread of his intended
speech, and after ¢claiming that he wasn’t
in good trim for speaking, dropped sud-
denly into his seat, as if someone had
approached him without warning and cut
both his legs off. It was a ludicrous
collapse to what threatened to be a big
effort on the doctor’s part. It is said he
often loses his head in this manoer in his
attempts to make great orations. He
starts in like an/ Ossawatomee gang-plow
aud corn-sheller combined, turning up the
political soil with the vim and satisfactory
gruntiogs of a hungry Berkshire, but he
lacks staying powers, and, as his ideas are
in the habit of taking wing and cannot be
quickly collected, his methods of collap-
sing are very disappointing to his friends
and amusing to his opp ts. Dr. At-
kinson was followed by
DR, STOCKTON

who said that on 31st December, 1884
there was on deposit at Ottawa to the
credit of the governmernt of $713,449 ; oa
the 31st of December, 1888, the sum of
$162,000 had beea withdrawn, although
the Ottawa deposit was beariug 5 per
cent. Had this money been borrowed, as
it might bave been, on the credit of the
province at four per cent., the sum of
$1,620 a year woald have been saved.

Mr, Tweedie—It's a pity that you had
not thought of that when you- were sup-
porting the government.

Dr. Stoekton—Yov said it last year
whea you were opposing the government.
It might be possible that Mr. Blair would
be able to show that it was a necessity to
withdraw the money at Ottawa bearing 5
per cent., rather than borrowing mopey
at 4 per cent. and thus save 1,620 per
year to the province. Iie referred to the
lack of information as to the government’s
policy on the stumpage matter. Au-
swering Mr. Blair, he said, instead of
being disappointed at Mr. Haniogton's
selection as leader of the opposition, the
fact waus that he himself had proposed Mr.,

rejected a portfulio and also a reduction
of twenty-five cents per thonsand on lum-
ber “which was an essential part of the
arrangement.”  The attorney-general
should state whether the Apvance had
correctly stated the arrangement or not.

The motion to adopt the Address was
now put by Mr. Speaker and carried
without division or even any attempt on
the part of the opposition to have it con-
sidered section by section.

The usual formal motions respecting
the engrossing and presentation of the
address to the Lt. Governor were
passed, Mr. M. McDade was appointed
official reporter; Rev. Dr. McLeod was
re-appointed chaplain; Messrs. Blair,
Mitchell and Tweedie and Messrs. Han-

nominate all standing committees d
the House adjourned.

To-day has brought a lull in legislative
activity, although the notice-book shows
that members are, by no means, indiffer-
ent to their duties.

Mr. Maurray, of Restigouche, gave
notice of enquiry: Can the government
give any information as to the nature and
scope of the proposed legislation by the
federal government in reference to pro-
vincial rivers and the fisheries thereof ?

Mr. Burchill gave notice of enquiry .
Have the government taken any steps to.,
have the brifige at Johnson’s, on the
Northwest Miramichi river, completed
If so to whom bas the contract been let
and When is it to be completed ?

Dr. Alward gave notice of enquiry:
Are the negotiations referred to in the
fourth paragraph of the speech relating to
the rate of stumpage imposed on the
licensees of the crown verbal or in writ-
ing, and between what dates did the same
take place, and, if not in writing, what
was the nature and substance of the
same? : J

Dr. Alward has also & second enquiry
booked in reference to the stumpage, but.
he, would, probably be less impatient if:
he wure in as good a position as he wam
last session to obtain information without:
so much formality.

Dr, Stockton, of the Van Slootem Dry
Dock concern, gave notice of motion for
inf tion respecting g ts with
Mr. Leary of New York, who builds
docks.

Mr. McKeown gave notice of enquiry
as to whether any persons or bodies:
corporate had paid rent for occupying the.
government stables at Fredericton,

Dr. Atkinson and Hon, Mr. Hanington:
added to the notices of enquiry in refer-
ence to stumpage question.

Other notices of motion on local swb--
jects of no idterest tothe Nérth were
given,

Hon. Mr, Mitchell submitted the
auditor-general’s report on the Public:
Accounts aud also a number of returns.

In reply to Mr, Melanson Hon. Mr..
Mitchell said the government had under
consideration the subject of making &
large appropriation than that named in
the official reporter's memorandem fo*
translating the assembly reports for the
French papers.

This afternooa Mr. Labillois took oc-
casion to add another item to the record
against the Chatham opposition organ in
the matter of its practice of manufactur-
statements to order to gratify its own.
spleen\or help those pay it for the service.
Mr. Labillois said he rose to a question of ’
privilege, The Chatham World had pub--
lished a b\uag , the object of which:
was to crdate th&impression that he had.
in the lastjelection favored Mr, Morrissy’

Havington’s name, and the wember for
Westmorland was the unanimous choice
of the opposition. He read from alleged
speeches by Mr. Blair to show that the
leader of the government had been
strongly opposed to reductien. Now he
reduces the stumpsge at a loss of $20,000
a year, according to Mr. Labillois, in
order to secure Mr. Tweedie as a member
of the government.

Mr. Tweedie—The government got a
pretty good trade. (Laughter.)

Dr. Stookton—A pretty costly one, I
should say. (Laughter.)

Mr. Tweedie—You ocould be got for
about five thousand, (Laughter.)

Dr. Stockton—The government refused
a reduction of the st when the
lumber industry was admitted to be de-
pressed, Now it seems wi.ling to make a
reduction when the iodustry is more
flourishing. Have the government agreed
to reduce the stumpage. It's only fair
that the members from Northumberland,
the house and the country should know
this, (Hear, hear.) In the southern
part of the provinge the story was that
there would be no reduction in the stum-
page. In the north it was Glaimed and
stéjed by the Surveyor-General that
there would be a reduction and now
comes the statement that a commission
was to be appointed to consider whether or
not there should be any reduction on the
stumpage. That commission was to be
appointed by the government and might
report in one, two or three years, It had
been charged that the opposition  had no
policy. In asking that a commission be
appointed the government showed that

as against| the surveyor.general. Some--
time ago a fumor was circulated that both:
Mr. Murray and he had withdrawn their-
support from the government, He gave:
the rumor, so far as he was concerned a:
prompt denial through the Pioneer off
Reatigouche county. In the meantime,
be had received a letter from Mr.
rissy asking him to speak on his behalf at
Rogersville, and requesting that he shonld
telegraph. & yes or no answer to his
(Morrissy’s) agent (A. A. Davidson.) He
immediately telegraphed that'he could
not speak for Mr, Morrissy, and he now
wished it distinotly understood that Shere
was not the slightest truth in the World’s-
article which he observed was re-pablish-
ed in to-day’s St. John &Sun. Not only
had he not favored Mr. Morrissy in the
last election, but he had not written any
letter to him, nor to anyone else in Nor-
thumberland.

Hon. Mr, Mitchell submitted a report
of the medical superintendent of the luna. -
tic asylum for the last year.

Hon Mr. Blair, from the committee to -
nominate all stacding committees, re -
ported, namidg the committees as follows:
Standing rules—Tweedie, Bellamy, Al-
ward, Murray, Rourke, Turner, Russell..
Public accounts — Wilson, Baird,.
Stevens. Labillois, Harrison, Rourke,
Atkioson.

Corporations— Pugsley, Powell, Robin-
son, Phinney, Alward, Hibbard, Turner.
Municipalitiee—Palmer, O'Brien, - Mo-
Keown, Stevens, Douglas, Shaw, Poirier.
Law practice—Blair, Hanington, Pug-
sley, Stockton, Phioney, Tweedie, Mue-
ray.

Library—Wilson, Mitchell, Stockton.
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