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~IN QUEST OF THE TRUTH.

The heart of Sir William Mulock, we
are toid, was filled with despair, ‘so.he
resigned his seat in the Laurier govern-
ment. Why should hope deferred have
made the ex-Postmaster-General's heart
gick? He had gone from success to
greater success in the administration of
his department. All his predecessors had
scored abject failures in the position Sir
William filled with such brilliancy. They
had announced repeatedly that, - al-
thopgh they had pared the wages of the
employees down to the limit, but slight-
ly above, if not actually below, the star-
vation point, they had no hope of mak-
ing the Post Office Department pay the
expenses of operation. These deficits
‘ranged on the average from a half to
;three-quarters of a million dollars an-
nually. They laughed in scorn when the

reduction of postage rates was suggested.
But Sir William pursued the tenor of his
reforming way. He wiped out all de-
ficits; he increased the renumeration of
a very deserving and industrious class of
workers; he reduced the rates on Imperial
and domestic mail matter; for the last
year of his administration he produced
a surplus of nearly half a million dol-
lars. The newly-created labor debart-
ment, which was the product of Sir Wil-
liam Mulock’s broad sympathy with the
working classes and his intense
desire to work for the industrial
peace of the Dominion, had achiev-
ed as distinet a success as his
administration of the Post Office
Department. The old, pernicious system
of “sweating” on government contracts—
a system which was for years in high
favor with Tory contractors and by
means of which they waxed exceeding
fat—was also abolished under the fair-
wage system. In fact Sir Wililam
Mulock had ‘the greatest opportunity of
any of his colleagues to work reforms.
He took the fullest advantage of them.
He had the supreme satisfaction of be-
holling all his labors crowned with
abundant success. Furthermore, the
government of which Sir William was a
minister had just gained a remarkable
success at the polls. It is in high favor
with the people of Canada. It is estab-
lished in power for the term of the pres-
ent Parliament. There is no indication
of a change in the tone of public opin-
ion. The whole light of opposition
criticism has been playing upon the acts
of the Laurier government now for sev-
eral years. The scrutiny has revealed
nothing that will destroy the faith of the
public in the administration under which
the country has enjoyed such remarkable
prosperity—the only really expansive
period in the history of the country.
There is no indication whatever that in
the immediate future that confidence
will be withdrawn. Again we ask, why
should his heart be filled with bitterness?
Why should he at the particular time
when his hard work had achieved so re-
markable a victory over all obstacles,
when he had succeeded so unmistak-
ably where all his political opponents had
so confidently predicted disastrous fail-
ure, retire in despair from the govern-
ment?

Sir William Mulock says himself that
he ‘was obliged to give up the work in
which he was so greatly interested, in
which his heart was bound up, and in
which he had succeeded beyond anticipa-
tion, because his health would not per-
mit of his devoting that attention to it
in the future which he had given it in the
past. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, Sir William’s
close friend, sympatkietic colleague, and
old-time political leader, corroborates his
statement. The Premier says the ex-
Postmaster-General desired to retire four
years ago, and it was only at his per-
sonal solicitation that he remained in
office up to a couple of weeks ago. But
Mr. Tarte knows better. He knows from
experience that dissension in the cabinet
always precedes the retirement of a mem-
ber of the cabinet. The opposition in
whose breast hope deferred has made
the heart sick, rejects the statements of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir William
Mulock and receives that of Mr. Tarte.
That is perhaps natural. The hope of
political success is dependent upon
divisions in the Liberal party. But, even
if it were true that Sir William Mulock
retired because of disagreement with his
colleagues, how is that going to improve
the prospects of the Conservative party
when a strong man like Mr. Aylesworth
steps into the shoes of the retiring min-
ister, and the ex-minister takes up duties
which close the door of politics to him
forever? Therefore what is to be gained
by branding Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Sir
Wililam Mulock as “suppressors of the
truth” and holding up the once untrust-
worthy Mr. Tarte as the one man in
which truth has her pure abode? What

political point is to be made by that?

FOUNDATIONS OF PROSPERITY.

“Leaving all other points of diver-
gence aside, there is one essential differ-
ence”’ between the policis of the Lib-
eral -and Conservative parties of Can-
ada. “The Conservative party laid the
foundation of the prosperity of Can-
ada.” That is the opinion of the Toronto
Mail and Empire. What a pity it is
that the Conservative party took such a
long time to lay
prosperity.

the foundations of
It was working like a Can-
adian beaver for eighteen years, all the
time telling the people of the bountiful
things that were in store for the country
once work could be commenced upon the
super-structure that was to adorn the
wonderful foundations. A catastrophe
came before the task of laying the pro-
mising foundations was completed. The
wholoe of the works were torn up by the
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successors- of the” foundation-builders.
The dismay of the new opposition as
they watched the vandals in operation
was a wonderfui and pathetic thing to
see. The leader of the party vowed in
the course of the sessfon during which
the revolutionaries announced their inten-
tions that already he heard “the wail, the
miserable wail of ruined industries” in
all parts of the country. However, the
situation .did not develop according to
anticipations. The miserable wail must
have diel in the throats of the ruined
industries, beeause the face of the coun-
try assumed a new aspect once the essen-
tial difference between Liberal and Con-
servative policies became apparent.
Under the former regime Canada wase
always going to be, but never was,
blessed by the benign operations of the
great Conservative party—the party
which governed by instinct and not by
reason., Under the present regime the
blessings began to descend within & year
of the inauguration of the government.
So it is not reasonable to contend, as it
seems a good many Conservatives have
been doing in justification of their in-
telligent support of Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
that there is no essential difference be-
tween the policies of the Liberal and the
Conservative parties of Canada. There
is just as much difference as there is be-
tween following the blind promptings of
instinet and steering a course by the
light of intelligent reason. The people
know and appreciate the difference, and
therefore they are not disposed to deny
the alleged foundation builders whatever
consolation they can extract from the
claim that they are responsible for the
present prosperity of Canada. As the
Colonist truly says: “Prosperity is gen-
eral. . Industries of all kinds are flourish-
ing, crops have been unusually bounte-
ous, prices are above the average of
previous years, wages are high and the
demand for labor good, population is
pouring into the West, capital is flowing
freely in our direction, new industries
are being inaugurated.” There is not a
“wail” of any kiud to be heard in the
land save the doleful note of a dismal-
minded opposition seeking a reason to
impress upon the people why there should
be a change of government—and finding
none that an intelligent man will bestow
a moment’s attention upon.

TAXES ON COMMERCIAL MEN.

The manufacturing and commercial

centres of the Bast, for reasons that may
have been principally material and sel-
fish, have not been backward about ex-
pressing their opinions upon the subject
of the taxes imposed upon commercial
travellers by the provinces of Prince
Edward Island, Quebec and British
Columbia. Certain newspapers of the
West, for reasons that are obviously
political, have quite as bluntly asserted
that but for the fact that Quebec had
joined in the movement for the restraint
of trade between the provinces of the
Dominion, all the acts of the provincial
legislatures imposing taxes upon travel-
lers would have been unhesitatingly dis-
allowed. Brushing ajl selfish and par-
tizan opinions tq one side, one fact re-
mains clear and prominent: That such
measures do not tend to the unity of the
Dominion or the solidarity of a people
with national aspirations.

We do not think it will be claimed, we
do not believe it has been proved by ex-
perience, that the provincial tax on com-
mercial travellers has come up to the ex-
pectations of its authors as a revenue-
producing measure. It has not accom-
plished the object for which it was
designed, nor would there - have been
much vehement objection if it had been
disallowed on the ground of its being
inimical to the true interests of the Can-
adian confederation.

But the point we wish to emphasize
is one made by the Toronto Star. Our
contemporary argues that the tax im-
posed by the province of Quebec upon
commercial travellers is different from
that imposed by Prince Edward Island
and British Columbia, and from the Can-
adian standpoint it is the least objec-
tionable of the three, Prince Edward
Island puts a tax on all salesmen not
permanently resident in the province.
British Columbia taxes salesmen, not
resident in the province taking orders for
goods to be brought inte the province.
The Quebec Act draws the line differ-
ently. It taxes non-resident salesmen
taking orders for persons, firms, or cor-
porations that do not do their producing
in Canada.

The provincial treasurer of Quebec
defends the tax as a necessary producer
of revenue, yet it seems to be less clearly
bent on this object than the tax imposed
by the two other provinces. The travel-
ler representing an Ontario manufac-
turer is not taxed in Quebec, but is taxed
in Prince Edward Island and Britigh
Columbia. A Toroute traveller rep-
resenting an English firm is taxed in all
threa provinces, but in all three provinces
the resident representative of an Eng-
lish firm is not taxed. In a word, the
Quebec tax differs from those of the two
other provinces in this respect, that it
exempts those salesmen who are selling
goods made in Canada. From the Can-
adian view-point the Quebec law is the
least objectionable of the three, although
from the volume of business done it
causes a greater annoyance to trade than
the acts of the two other provinces.

But .the whole business is regrettable.
It makes our provincial boundary lines
stand up and show spikes, where former-
ly these lines were purely imaginary in so
far as trade was concerned. If such re-
straits on trade are not beyond the power
of the various provinces, and if such
methods are mecessary for securing
revenue for the provinces, any rearrange-
ment of the provincial subsides should be
accompanied by stipulations guarding
against the placing of tax-men on the
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| ULTIMATE GOAL OF
RECIPROCITY.

“In an interview at which Senator

Lodge was present, President Roosevelt
assured me that he was in favor of con-
tinental free trade. He declared that he
would do all he could in favor of it. Sen-
ator Lodge, as I say, was present, and I
challenge him to deny that he heard the
president make substantially this state-
ment.” These are the words of Henry
M. Whitney, Democratic nominee for
Lieut.-Governor of the state of Massa-
chussetts, speaking on the subject of reci-
procity with Canada, which is always
the state. Mr.

Whitney said¢ further: “I tell you Re-
publicang of Pittsfield and Massachus-
etts that the Demoeratic platform touch-
ing reciprocity with Canada is the plat-
form of President Roosevelt. I have it
from President Roosevelt’s own lips.”
All of which indicates that our neighbors
in certain of the states are deeply inter-
ested in the subject. of trade relations
with this country. But the matter has
become one of merely academic interest
in Canada. We realize fully that what-
ever may be the opinion of presidents’ or
minor politicians in the United States,
the great body of the people of the Unit-
ed States cannot be aroused to an intelli-
gent interest in reciprocity. Even if it
could be demonstrated that the United
States was eager to enter upon negotia-
tions for the consummation of a treaty
that would be fair to both parties con-
cerned, it is doubtful whether Canadians
| would evince a great deal of interest.
They have “iong since abandoned the sub-
ject as a hopeless one. Their thoughts
have been turned in other directions.
Men who have given a great deal of at-
tention to the relations of the republic
with sister states of rapidly expanding
commercial importance realize that the
time has gone by for taking occasion by
the hand and profiting by present oppor-
tunities and keeping a wide-open eye
upon future possibilities. One remarks
that’ “Republican statesmen who prefer
retaliation to reciprocity are learnming
that, while it takes two to make a tariff
bargain a single nation may pursue such

a stiff-necked course as alone to pro@uce
a customs quarrel.” The New York Times

says, “He who will not when he may,
when he will shall have a may,” is &
“couplet especially applicable to our
northern relations. Nothing could have
been more friendly than Canada’s almost
suppliant attitude through long and un-
bending extortion on this side the border,
until finally Canada adopted preference
for British commerce, and is now on the
verga of adopting a more stringent tariff.
For seventeen years Newfoundland gave
our fishermen exceptional privileges in
hopes of securing commercial advantages
to both countries, and now, too, New-
foundland is estranged and reducing her
concessiong in bitterness of spirit.”” But
our contemporary lets the cat out of the
bag in its subsequent remarks. It re-
gards the question of present profit as a
matter of considerable moment. But the
vital point is the one of ultimate destiny.
There is still a lurking hope that in pro-
cess of time all the northern portion of
the American continent may become one
in spirit even as it is‘now one in physi-
que. The Republican policy is mischiev-
ous and short-sighted chiefly because it
tends to the postponement, possibly to
the ultimate annihilation, of that fond
hope.  “It is not a question of codfish
except upon the surface. It is not in-
trinsically evew a question of the entire
commercial relations between ourselves
and our northern neighbors. Under the
surface there are political questions of
larger importance. €loser commercial
relations across our border could but
ripen the Canadian pium. For this we
have substituted the development of Can-
adian resourceg with American capital
and by American emigrants whom we
might have retained. And, instead of de-
taching Newfoundland from the Dom-
inion, we have thrown it into the con-
federation.” We are sorty to be forced
to tell our contemporary that the union
of Canada and Newfoundland has not
been consummated: yet, but we have
lively hopes for the future—more lively
than are the anticipations of the New
York Times for the ultimate ripening of
the Canadian plum.

the principal issue in

NATURAL ATTRACTIONS.

Speaking of attractions for tourists
and comparing the situation of Nelson
with Victoria, the Tribune says: “Our
natural scenery. surpasses that of Vic-
toria, sport of every kind is mearer to
our doors and of greater extent.” We

have often been impressed with the
boundless extent and the infinite variety
of our contemporary’s knowledge of the
world and its affairs, but with respect
to the statements as printed above we
fear the Tribune speaks in ignorance.
The natural scenery amidst which the
inland city is situated may be beautiful
to the point of sublimity, the enchant-
ments of lake and river may appeal with
impassioned eloquence to the imagina-
tion of the poetic editor, but has he ever
in the sunset viewed the Olympic moun-
tains with the majestic waters of the
great, restless ocean laving their rugged
loins? Has he ever made the trip
amidst the countless islands of the Gulf?
Has he ever sojourned in Victoria at all,
taking in at his leisure from some of
the mountain tops in the neighborhood
of the city the bewitching loveliness of
landscape and lake and ribbon-like
streams stretching forth in every direec-
tion? If he has not had the opportunity
to feast his eyes upon any of these great
natural sources of poetic inspiration, he
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is not qualifieq to dogmatize upon the\
subject of ‘scenic attractions for tourists.

As for opportunities for the enjoyment
of sport being nearer the portals of Nel-
son than- of, Victoria, has the Tribune
not read the newspapers? At the risk
of bringing about our heads the jibes
and jeers of the humorists who delight
to harp upon the quiet restfulness and
peace which encircles this city as with
a garment, we may point out that al-
ready this year a goodly mnumber of
pheasants—the king of ‘game birds—
have been captured within the environs
of the municipality. Within the spacious
grounds of one resident as many as fifty
of these birds of gay plumage and more
attractive qualities from the point of
view of the epicurean, have been counted
in one covey. The unmusical call of the
valley quail may be heard in the even-
ing and in the morning by the ears of
all whose ears are attuned to the recep-
tion of such sounds. A sportsman with
a keen eye may go forth in the morning
and come back in the evening, making
use only of the means of locomotion with
which he has been endowed by nature,
with his bag stuffed with a choice col-
lection of pheasant, grouse, quail, duck
and snipe, proclaiming in unmistakable
terms the infinite variety of the ‘sport
that is to be had in the vicinity of Vie-
toria. If the said sportsman chooses to
go further afield and to scale the ever-
lasting hills, he may add elk, and black-
tail deer and mountain quail to his mis-
cellaneous collection. All' this he may
do without encountering the chilly blasts,
the biting frosts and the chilly snows
which in less favored regions are the in-
evitable concomitants of field sports. If
our Nelson contemporary were well-in-
formed upon the subject matter of its
discourse it wonld not make such a
reckless statement as that. “sport of
every kind is nearer to our doors and of
greater extent” tham it is in the neigh-
borhood of Victoria, and draw the con-
clusion that the inland city should be a
place of greater attractions for tourists
than the capital of British Columbia,
There is no place in the wide world
where the opportunities for enjoyment in
the field are so manifold as they are here.
The one matter which gives concern is
the problem of the effective preservation
of wild game. That problem has mnot
been solved, and it seems to be an ex-
ceedingly difficult matter to impress the
legislature of the province with the im-
portance of the subject.

PRICE OF RAILS AND
G. T. P. CONSTRUCTION.

Reference is made in an article on the
production of in Canada,
printed in this issue, and copied from the
Toronto News, to the improbability of
the western end of the G. T. P. being
ironed with Canadian rails, for the rea-
son that the low freight rate from Liver-
pool to the Pucific Coast ($4 to $5 per
ton) as against the long haul from the
Canadian mills would more than - offset
the duty to be paid on English made
rails—35.23 per ton. The fact seems to
be overlooked that vessels eould load at

steel’ rails

Sidney, N. 8., "'as easily as at Liverpool,
the ocean route being open to Canadian
rail-makers on the Atlantic as well as to
the English makers. $Still the admission
by the Canadian rail-makers that they
have little hope of capturing the trade
for the western end of the transcontinent-
al line is interesting in view of the con-
tention that the railway can be built
more economically from the east, and
that therefore construction should finish
and not commence at the Pacific Coast.
At half a cent per ton per mile, it would
cost $15 per ton to land rails at Vancou-
ver from Montreal, while from Liverpool
or Sidney by water the charge would be
$5 per ton. Supposing the cost to the
railway was only a quarter of a cent
per ton per mile, it would stil} be higher
by $2.50 per ton than the water freight,
But of course if the. C. P. R. could haul
for a quarter of a cent per ton per mile,
its present tariff could not be maintain-
ed. It would seem, therefore, that the
cost of the tramsportation of rails and
other supplies should by itself alone settle
the question as to the ‘point at which the
last rail on the G. T. P. will be laid.
That point will not be on the Pacific
Coast.

RUSSIA’S EXTREMITY.

The crown sit§ heavily upon the brow
of His Majesty Emperor Nicholas, Czar
of all the Russias. With the people
practically unanimous in demanding con-
stitutional government and accompany-
ing reforms, with what is left of the
navy in a condition of revolt, with-the
army (which hitherto could always be
depended upon to stand by the ruling

classes and to shoot down those who de-
manded liberty according to modern
standards) in open sympathy with the
cause of the people, the Russian ruler
is confronted by a situation which would
test the mettle of a stronger character.
Whether the Cossacks, who alone are
reported faithful to traditions and to
training, will be sufficient unto the evil
day which seems to be approaching re-
mains to be seen. Whether M. de Witte
will succeed in econvincing his master
against the counsel of those whose craft
is involved that the day of reform in
Russia has dawned is a matter that
must soon be disposed of. The notori-
ously procrastinating disposition of
Nicholas is again ‘manifesting itself in a
situation which should be handled with
promptitude and energy. While the Em-
peror halts between twe opinions, sway-
ed by the counsel of the reactionaries on
the one hand and by the sage counsels
of men of modern views on the other, the
crisis grows more acute. The determin-
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ation to secure reforms has evidently
taken firm hold upon the minds of sll
the intelligent classes of the empire.
The ministrations of the schoolmaster
were denied the people for long years
after education had made its influence
felt upon the political thought of neigh-
boring nations. The Grand Dukes had
long maintained that the but lately eman-
cipated serfs, whose comprehension of
the grave affairs of state was but a de-
gree above that of children, had not at-
tained the mental equipoise necessary to
those who should have a voice in the
government of the country. But it was
evidently the purpose of the Grand
Dukes and of the hereditary rulers, in
their own interests, to keep the people
in their condition of infantile incapacity
as long as possible. Evidently the bound-
ary has at last been reached. Russia
is no longer content to remain a country
of medieval forms of government.
Whether the great change is to be effect-
ed in a comparatively peaceful manner
or whether the infant of reform is to be
baptized in blood must to a great extent
depend upon the will of Nicholas. It
bodes ill for Russia that Nicholas is such
a vacillating character, weak of will and
yet stubborn enough in spite of his weak-
ness to attempt to stem at the dictation
of his interested advisers the strong tide
of public opinion that is now sweeping
over the country.

T

Previous fo the resignation of his port-
folio in the Dominion government, one
of the last acts of Sir William Mulock
was to make provision for the employ-
ment of deaf mutes in the post offices of
Canada. By reason of their affliction and
notwithstanding the comparative advan-
tages of modern systems of education,
as applied to this class, oceupations open
to those who cannot hear are limited in

Canada as well as in other countries. It

Sir William Mulock, whose ' sympathy
with the afflicted has been exemplified in
many ways, to consider whether some-
thing could not be done to provide gov-
ernment employment for young men whd
cannot hear and whose powers of conver-
sation with their fellows being circum-
scribed, their opportunities for work
are none too numerous. THe rep-
resentatives of this constituency in
Parliament have been informed that
there is one position in the
Victoria Post Office open to young men
of this class. Government positions, for
reasons that are not apparent to persons
of talent, industry -and application, do
not usually remain vacant long by rea-
son of dearth of applicants.
T s 8

The Toronto Globe, refers to Mr.
D. W. Higgins’ “Passing of the Race”
in terms of the highest commendations.
It prints one of the vivid illustrations
by Jeffreys, and says that Mr. Higgins
| is “to be congratulated on the entertain-
| ing character of his second venture... He
writes interestingly, whether in the
presentation of pure fiction or " in the
detailing of actual
might venture the suggestion that with
such a wealth of material as he appar-
ently has at hand he should be able to

write a strikingly dramatic novel.”
s s

The rash man who bumped his ‘anto-
mobile into the carriage of President
Roosevelt a few weeks ago was discov-
ered on investigation to be an employee
of the United States government. For
his act of lese majesty the offender’ was

order that there might be the minimum

doing away with inquiries in cases of dis-

was recognition of this fact that imbélled |

{
occurrences. One

discharged from his official position. In |

of fuss'about the matter special- rules |

I missal were made, They could not con-
duct affairs with a higher hand in aristo-
cratic, autocratic Germany. It is not
safe to bump the anointed ruler of the
American people.  The bumper might be
an assassin.
* % =

One case of marriage in which the di-
vorce courts are not likely to be appealed
to for some time is noted by an American
contemporary. Alexandria Chuski cob-
sented ‘to marry Wardiso Boroughoski in
the Second District Police Court, Jersey
City. after he had signed a contract not

Both are employed by a family in the
Guttenburg section. “Often,” the girl
told the court, in broken English, “he
would keep me to kiss me until my din-

table.”  She had him arrested when 10
other measures availed to stop his way-
{laying her. Boroughoski interposed with
| declarations of his love for the girl, and
| begged the court to let him marry. The
girl’s lawyer drew up a parole, which the
defendant signed, in these words: 1,
| Wadiso Boroughoski, do hereby promise
and swear that during the period of my
first year of married life and amnuallf

| than ten times per day, to be distributed
as follows: Five before noon; five in th
afternoon before supper. And I further
| promise that sheuld I exceed the ted
kisses per diem, as’ above- set forth, 1
Boroughoski,

wife, Alexandria ‘f"“'
Chuski. may complain to Justice Man! ing
of the Second Criminal Court of Jerse¥
City, and I will consikier my
broken and take the couscquences.
judge married them then and there

parole

The

The following notive is exhibite
window of a Japanese tobacco me!
shop in Frith street, London:

| can now be served at this establishment

to kiss her more-than -ten times a-day. *

ner would burn and it was late on the

thereafter 1 will kiss my wife no more .
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