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'NEW STRATEISTS

By Robert Blachford.

; We are a wonderful nation, and the
mountain that has been in such sore
labor will shortly bring forth a mouse
—a wee, ridiculous mus.

In other wards, the feeble outcome
of the dark and hissing intrigue, the
contemptible sequel to the portentous
political crisis is a demand from Mr.
Loud George that the war shall be con-
ducted by a committee of three: Mr.
Loud George, and two others. L

‘“And straight against that serried
host, forth went the daumtless three.”’

They ought to have offices in Tooley
Street.

At the time of writing the names of
Mr. Loud George’s fellow-strategists
are uncertain. Perhaps gheir personali-
ties do not matter; wha{:;oes matter is
the undoubted fact that they will be
civilians. They will be all three civil-
ians. Mr. Loud George’s idea of con-
ducting a war is to exclude all men of
naval or military training and experi-
ence ffom the Board of €ontrol.

Let us envisage that fact; let us
grasp it; let us comprehend it with such
intelligence as the gods have given us.

We are a great naval nation. Upon
our Navy we depend for our food, our
liberty, and our lives. We ‘have the
best and the most formidable Navy the
world has ever seen.

And since the war began, anore than
two years ago, we have never had a

sailor in the Cabinet, or on any of the "

numerous committees of war.

We have at ‘present campaigns in the
Balkans, in” Egypt, in Asia, in East
Africa, in the North Sea, and in France
and Flanders, and since the death of
Lord Kitehener we have not had a sin-
gle soldier in the Cabinet or upon any
of the committees chosen. to conduct
the war.

Awd now, after a prolonged growling
and Jmttenng storm amongst the civil-
ian politicians, we are to be ysaved by
Mr. Lioyd George and two other Man-
darins, We are a wonderful nation!

We are a wonderful nation, and there
is every indication that we shill stand
it: this latest of the many political jobs
through which our sailors and soldiers
have fought and our people at home
have suffered.

Our Navy is all right;.our Army is
all right; our naval and military com-
manders are all right; our people of
all classe sare all right. Our fatal
weakness all through the war has been
our government, our cabinet of 23 civil-
ians. The 23 civilians having made.a
mess of things, we are now told that
three of the messers will now proceed
to conduct the/war as it should be con-
ducted—according to the ideas of Mr.
Lloyd George and his two assistant
strategists.

Does anyone believe for a moment
that the three selected eivilians are the
best men we can find for the purpese of
conducting the warf Probably not one
adult Briton believes anything so fool-
ish. But the people will continue to
allow it. They will continue te fight
and pay and to suffer and to die, and
the three eivilians, selected from three
and twenty failures, will be boomed and
belauded as the prospective saviours of
their country.,

. It is our way. A sailor at the Ad-
miralty, a soldier at the War Office, any
naval or military man on a war eom-

mittee would be regarded as a danger-

ous innovation. We have always left the
affairs of the nation in the hands of a
“family party of windy politieal eontor-
tionists, and we eannot shake ourselves
free- from the menbns ‘of that fatal
tndihom

Yet we are’ ndt logxeal evah in ,our
Mr&ity, we_should replace Sir

Douglas Haig by Lord Haldane and Ad- -
~miral Beatty by Mr. Winston Churehill.

Mﬂmmd&mmtuhly
- be trusted to conduet a war why not

pnthwymudmmpminm“;

mand. of our fleets at sea and our ar-

—mies-in the field?

Doubtless a war cabinet of three
civilians will be better than a war
net of twenty-three civilians, afnd we
may be moderately thankful that the
Cabinet of three does not include Mr.
Asquith; but is it impossible for our
people {6 realize before it is too late
that for the conduct of the greatest war
ever waged a cabined of civilians, large
or small, is not the right sort of eabinet
at all? %

If we want the war conducted in a
warlike manner we need only a com-
mittee of two: Genéral Sir William
Robertson and Admiral Jellicoe. And
that committee should be given a freé
hand and full independence of all civil:
ian interference. Even so our eom-
manders would be sufficiently handi-
capped by the flabby and timid eon-
duet of our Foreign” Office and by, the
wobbling and' nervous procrastination
of ‘our domestic government.

For it is most flagrantly evident that
the political mandarins.who have pre-
sumed to interfere with our naval and
military eommanders have proved 1la-
raentably ‘unequal to the management
of the bnsiness for which they are sup-
posed to be specially qualified.

The muddle and disaster at the Dar-
danelles, in Mesopotamia, and in the
Ealkans; the !\nuddle over the recruit-
ing and the exemptions; the muddle
over the food prices, the coal p}ices,
and the pensions; the ghastly blunder-
ing in Ireland would have econvinced
any nation but our own, that our gov-
ernment is wholly and radically unfit
t0 govern.

These mandarins do not understand
business, do not understand war, do not
understand the people; and yet they
have the unparalleled cheek to propose
to start out upon a spouting tour with
the object of rousing the country to
make an. effort. These mandarins, who
have had to be periodically shaken out
of their AIeap and reminded that there
is .u war on, are now going to make
rhetorical appeals to the people to get
a move on. And while they are carry-
ing out what one journalist has neatly
described as a gas attack, the daunt-
less three, Mr. Lloyd George and ‘two

other civilian strategists, are going to--

conduct the war.

I write before the event, and it is
still possible that the ingenious eoup
d’etat may not come off. I ought to
say that these three modest gentlemen

« wish to conduet the war, and have

threatened to resign if they are demied.
It is an interesting little comedy, and
we can only pray that Sir John Jelli-
coe and Sir William' Robertson and Sir
Douglas Haig and Sir David Beatty
may sbiffen their backs and -refuse to
let the ecivilian strategists do anything
dangerously foolish. If our naval and
military commanders resign the coun-
try may wake up and muzzle their man-
darins: the whole twenty-three of them.
—The Clarion (England); December 8,
1917,

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS.

This paper is published twice a
month, and not weekly. - As’ some of
our subscribers are under the latter
imprespion, we beg you to take notice
that the Forward will be issued at the
present rate until there is a change in
prices of a'upplies.,—Ed.

LE # Soeiete des Geu de Lettroo 4
Paris, has a apecml fund - deugnad to
aid authors’ widows. Mme. A. Bar-
ratin has willed half a million fré&nes

.to this fund. Semeé day the widows

~of wage-slaves will be. remembered. Or,

:'bottpr still, the living wag&ahvel will

insist on a natural social order, Then

neither widows mor otban need fear

the penury that weompames oxploits-
twn. %

THE CANADIAN FORWARD.

“of the people.

MAKING THE FUR FLY

Eugene V. Debs is making the fur fly
in his speech-making tour through the
eastern states. The press generally is
giving him considerable attention. In
reporting his speech at Canton, Ohio,
The Canton Daily” News said:

Debs was foreible in his denuncia-
tion of eclass rule as opposed to a rule
This congition, he told
his hearers, was a survival of middle
age serfdom, and the source of existing
industrial evils, including war. War,
said Debs, was the product of capitalis-
tie oppression of the masses and ‘the

-“expression of capitalistiec greed divided

into different camps and fighting for
mastery. America, he said, stova on
the thresheld of a world in travail. He
warned his guditors against the toesin
of war which he said was being *‘sound-
ed"by the ruling class for private gain
anll continued subjugation of the work-
ers,”’ and that this propaganda was
“urging itself in the guise of patriot-
ism.’’

Debs said in part:

‘“War is always dictated by the rul-
ing classes, for they have nothing to
lose and everything to gain; but the
battles are fought by the working class.
They have everything to lose, even
their lives.

‘“There is much talk at the present
time of standing by the president. I
am willing to stand by the president if
he stands for the things I want, but
when I look at the gang that stands
behind the president, I know it isn’t
my crowd.’’

Debs said every tyrant in history
had wrapped himself in the cloak of
patriotism or religion or both. Patri-
Ots, he said, were usually patriotic af
long range. The people, Debs said, had
too long been ‘‘lulled by the siren voice
of the statesman who moved them to
unreasoning frenzy by shaking the folds
of his nation’s flag and inciting -them
to organized murder on each other.?’

Preparedness, ‘said the spesker, was the

first stage of war.

“‘I just wish for one coward na-
tion,’”’ Debs declared, ‘‘a nation too
cowardly to commit murder.’’

The Socialist party, Debs told his
audience, was the only bona fide peace
movement on eanth.
~ “‘This peace movement knows no
boundaries; it is international and its
followers are moving toward a world-
wide democracy,’’ he said.

The speaker touched on the high cost
of living and cited statistics in his con-
tention that there waggan ample quan-
tity of food, but t it ‘was being
shipped Qverseas for purposes of private
gain. |

Debs told his audnence that the
workers were strong only when they
learned to think, and that they were
now beginning to use their brains as
well as their hands. This awakening
of class ‘éonsciousness, said Debs, was
mounting in an ever-increasing tide and
foreshadowed the dawn of Socialism as
the aceepted political creed of the
world.

The speaker eompsred premt day
Socialist leaders. with the rebel leaders
of revolutionary days and the abelition-

ists who fought public opinion on slav- »

ery before the civxl war, ~

lul W

“‘The capitalists oppose the Social-
ists to-day, but their grand- emdm will
place flowers on the grave ost Bocial-
ists,’’ said Debs. ]

The old erder of umoty, Debs uid
could survive but little longer and that
Socialism would be then in order: The

continued growth of the Socialist party, !

talistic system. This is boenﬁc fme ’

set of men owns the tools with which
wealth is produced, while another set
uses them, and there is an irrepressible
conflict over the division of the profit.
The capitalist owns the tools he ddes
not use; the worker uses the tools he
does npt ‘own.

““The working class alone made the
tools; the working class alone can use
them, and the working class must, there-
fore, own them.’’—American Socialist.

TRADE UNION NOTES

The Federationist is in receipt of
advices from a reliable source in Cal-
gary which have a direct bearing on
the migration of labor from the coast
to the praires. These are to the effect
that at the present time there is an
abundanc of idle men in Calgary, that
men are flocking in from the States,
and that the farmers will probably use

\ this conditionpof affairs as a lever to re-
duce wages, depite the fact that only
recently they turned down a guarantee

of $1.50 per bushel for their 1917 erop, -

a price which would.have made them
open their eyes a year or so ago.

The advices received by The Federa-
tionist read, in part, as follows:—

““The influx of labor from the coast
cities- to Calgary just now, induced by
the one cent rate offered by the C.P.R.,
appears to be entirely out of propor-
tion:to the demand for labor. I have
met some friends from Vancouver who
are keenly disappointed at the state of
the labor market here.

‘“There is a little demand for farm
help, und the general wage is from $50
to $55. In a few cases, where the men
are known to be thoroughly experienced
the farmers come across with from $60
to $65.—B, C. Federationist.

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

» Notice to Locals,—We shall be ghad
to publish each week beneath this head-
ing reports of the doings and activities
of any local. Copy sent in should be
written clearly on one side of the paper
only.  Reports should be brief as
possible,

The Ukranian comrades have divided
the country into three sections, viz,
West, Centre, East, each section having
complete autonomy over the territory
under its eontrol, similar to the English
provincial organizations,,

The Lithuanian Loeal of Montreal de-
sires ‘to purchase suplies direet from
the D. E. C. Later they will consider
+he adVisability of forming a language
section We will be pleased to hear
‘vom our  Western Canada Lnthuaman
locals on this question.

EDUCATION OF THE WORKERS.

Nothing is of more importance than

the edueation;, the true eduecation of

the working class itself. Every worker
student. The rank and file, the com-
mon herd, so-called, must wake up,
open its eyes, and set itself to thinking
about its slavery and about how to
break {tu chains,
ers canhot do this. It can only be done
by the slaves themselves. -

Too much dependence on no-ul]ed
leaders has always been, and is to-day,
the weakness of the labor mvmnt._ ;

Freedom must have its beginning 1n
thé brain and, heart of the working-
class, Ignorance and indifference must
be overcome nd every nnm M_ be

A few ‘‘smart’’ lead-
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