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Now Planning Tour For
Prince of Wales To India

LORD CROMER TO BE HIS CHIEF OF STAFF .

ON THAT VISIT

London Comment on Prospect of Break in High
Living Cost—Change in the Shilling—Burglary
Season in Full Swing in the Empire Metropolis.

(From Our Correspondent.)

London, May 27—1I learn officially this
week that arrangementsefor the Prince
»f Wale’s Indian tour are already well
ydvanced, many of the details lacking
pnly the formality of royal sanction.
Except in the matter of essentials, this
will naturally be reserved until the
prince returns after his present voy-
age. The great event of the Indian
tour will be the opening, by His Royal
Highness, of the new Indian Council,
to be set up under the bill recently
.piloted through the House of Commons
Ey Mr. Montagu, and representing an-
pther step forward in the self-govern-
ment of India. The programme also
Includes some big game hunting in the
magnificent preserves of the ruling prin-
ses of the northern provinces.

The last occasion of a similar visit

was that in which the Crown Prince
»f Germany—now numbered among the
yoyal “ex’s”—figured rather unpleasantiy. !
Lotd Cromer will be chief-of-staff to the
prince during bis Indian tour. This will
be a popular appointment in India as
well as here at home, for Lord Cromer
is exceeding well liked in both places. |
Lord Cromer is presiding over a small
rommittee, which is holding frequent '
meetings to settle the details of this
Interesting royal tour.

The Consumer’s Hope.

The general public is keenly interested
fn the prospect of a break in the ex-
cessive prices now obtaining for almost
all the necessities of life. I am told
by those who should be able to speak
with some certainty on this engrossing
topic that the hope is well founded. It|

is apparent in many directions that al

slump in prices in iminent and is now
actually in progress, in spite of power-
ful attempts to resist the natural process
by artificial means.

The main credit for this happier
prospect is Mr. Chamberlain’s, in spite
of the abuse that has been heaped upon
that minister. In fact I am told that,
much o§ this abuse, in the press and |
outside it, is due to just this initiative
on the chancellor of the exchequer’s
part. His action in persuading  the
banks to
speculators who are holding on to stock
. for a profit has caused a general unload-
% ing, which is mainly the cause of the
" present break in prices. !

i The public i8 also playing its part .by
' refraining from purchasing anything

. except absolute necessities at present

! prices. . And another factor of real im-
portance is the falling off in the foreign
demand for gocds of a'certain character !
at exhorbitant prices. So we may hope
at last for more normal and healthier
conditions, which, in the long run, will
be good for trade, as well as for the
general body of consumers. It is palpa-i
‘ble that excessive prices do not tend to
‘make for increased production always,
or even often.

Effervescent Gold,

withold - unlimited credit to

Among the things that are going to
cost us more, and in which there is the
smallest possibility of a slump just yet,
is our champagne. The price of a bot-|
tle in London is to be somewhere in the
region of £4, we are now assured by the
inevitable cheerful Jeremiahs. Some peo-
ple seem fairly to revel in doleful pro-
phesies of staggering prices. However,
it is very likely true enough that decent
champagne will be abgut that price. It
will not seriously affect very many peo-
ple nowadays, though there are, to be
sure, a considerable number of in-
dividuals who use the liquor medicinally,
as well as some joyous souls who stiil
quaff it for sheer pleasure. There has
been an increasing demand for cham-
pagne in London since the armistice, a
fact which may be attributed either to
patriotic celebration, or to mere dissi-
pation of excess profits, as you will.
One suspects a little of both, but more
of the latter than the fofmer. With a
certain class of war-rich person—unless
Mr. Chamberlain really does get on his.
or her track with a swinging levy—the
more expensive champagne becomes the
more they will enjoy drinking—and
particularly ordering—it. Before the
war, an M.P., who was among any ac-
quaintances used to start his day by

‘threats of insurance

Make good stoves and
Looking utensils.

drinking before breakfast half-a-pint of
ale and half-a-pint of the best cham-
pagne mixed. He is mow an M.P., no
longer. And he dispenses with one-half
of his matutinal beaker.

The Cheaper Shilling,
Today 1 was discussing with a city
friend Mr. Chamberlain’s announcement

that he proposes to proceed with the
change in the fineness of the silver coin-

age as provided in the coinage bill. 'T'he ],

new standard is to be one-half fine sil-
ver and the other half ajloy in all silver
coins, instead of the present thirty-seven
fortieths fine silver, My friend express-
ed the opinion that, at any rate, a tem-
porary improvement should be effected
by this measure in the rates of exchange
with India and China, to which countries
it will be possible to export silver. This
improvement, however, can only be tem-
porary, and while the disposal of the
silver is taking place. Mt is like a house-
holder selling his furniture to pay his
rent, there is immediate relief until the
next quarter falls due.

The danger of such a reduction in the |

value of our silver coinage is that it re-
moves the last piece of real coinage, and
the new silver will be really only the
equivalent of paper money. Its nom-
inal value will have small relation to its
intrinsic worth. The penny will then
undergo am apotheosis, and occupy the
premier position in our currency.

At the present time France has, for
all practical purposes, 'nothing but a
paper currency and the recent improve-
ment in the German exchange has been
largely due to the fact that Germany
has been doing the same thing with her
silver currency as
ours.

The Nelson Touch Again,

The charm of London i the way in
which one contrives to drift across all
manner of interesting personalities. The
other day I was introduced to a man
who is doing a huge business for the
government in assisting in the disposal
of some of the prodigious dumps over in
France and even as far afleld as Meso-
potamia. He told me mdny interesting
stories about his experiences, byt what
pleased me most was his actount of the
Victory pageant. He was responsible

| for_organizing and carrying through the

arrangements when ‘a party ‘of about
1,700 mixed troops were bivvied in Ken-
sington Gardens before the famous Vic-
tory march through London. He en-
gaged 700 “Waacs” to look after the
work of the encampment and he still
speaks in high praise of their devotion
and eficiency. But the weather was
vile' and the place became a gquédgmire.

The “Waacs” were looking forward
with misery to the operation of clean-

ing their own boots on the great morn- |

ing. It was a terrible task owing to the
mud. But when they got up in the
morning, the girls were amazed and de-
lighted to find that every pair of boots
was as clean as a new pin and shining
with polish in the lovéliest way. The
explanation of it was that, quietly ar-
ranging the whole thing among them-
selves, a party of about a dozen blue-
jackets, in recognition of services ren-
dered by the “Waacs” sat up practically
all through the night cleaning their
boots for them. The man who told me
this little story said it was “the way
they had in the navy.”

Wind Up!

The burglary season is now in full
swing in Londen, and:nervous house-
holders are not being soothed by the
companies . about
having to raise their premiums, It seems
that so prevalent an epidemic of house
robberies has never beforé been known
in London, and the insurance managers
are blaming the army. Théy argue that
in the army if one needed anything,
from a cooker to a sducepan, one just
“won it” without taking the trouble to
indent for it. And this habit, the in-
surance people contend, has stuck to the
men who acquired it, or at least to a
considerable proportion of them. Greater
nonsense was never talked. 'The police
explanation is that burglary is now con-
siderably safer and much more remu-
nerative than ever . before. There is
more to burgle; it is worth more, and
there is less chance of being spotted.
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Keep Your .
Victory Bonds
Jafe

It is unwise to
keep your Victory
Bonds around the
house when you can
get a Safety Deposit

 box in this Bank at
very small cost where
your securities
(bonds, insurance
policies, etc.) will al-
ways be safe—al-
ways easily acces-

sible.

We gladly give
full information
about our Safety De-

Bl posit Boxes (differ-
Hl . ent sixes) ; call in and
see them.

Paid-up Capital § 6,700,000
Reserve Fund  18,000.000
Resources - - 220,000,000

THE BANK OF
‘NOVA SCOTIA

2. B ANDEBSON
Mgr. 84 John Branch. Bfanches: Charl

But the affair has its amusing, side:
A friend tells me that today he won-
dered what on earth was the -matter
with his road at Wimbledon. At every
other house, carpenters and joiners were
securing locks on doors, fastening up
windows, and even boarding up sky-
lights. The explanation was that two
houses in that road had been burgled
ih one night and several others at-
tempted. I heard another man com-
plaining that his life is being made a
domestic drudgety at home nowadays,
owing to the insistent demands made
vpon his amateur cgrpentering in the
same cause. There is certainly a great
boom in lacks and bolts.

Service Music,

Very interesting is an official an-
nouncement by the lords of admiralty |
that the correct tune for all march pasts |
by sailors is in future to be “Hearts of !
Oak,” which dates back to 1759, and
has always been a great favorite afloat.
The mdrines are to appropriate “A Life |
on the Ocean Wave” a rollicking tune, |
long used by the navy generally. Some |
crities will think -that the marines getj
the better of this bargain. This was .
,written .in 1888. ‘ {

The war has led to a great deal of
activity .in . service marches. For ex- |
ample, the machine gunners naturally :
had to have their special 'march-past |
tune, and the one adopted by the mach-,
ine gun battalion of the guards, whether
or not the corps generally follow suit,
is the .setting of Kipling’s Mandalay:
Then the Royal Air Force is likely per-
haps to be as choppy and changey in the
matter of march-past music as it is in
the important detail of uniforms, in
which .case it will need a whole album
of march sélections pretty soon. "~And
what about the tank corps? Something
big and drummy out of Wagner pre-
sumably, unless the namesake of va-
rious sections of the Hindenburg lines
is barred on sentimental grounds. Some-
one ought to give us a collection of regi-
mental ‘marches up-to-date. And the
probability is that there would be noth-
ing to beat, for its set purpose, the good
old British Grenadiers, unless perhaps
the tune to which the Seaforth High-
landers swing past.

The Theatre Slump.

The serious slump in theatres is mak-
ing the managers very gloomy, and all
kinds of explanations are being advanced
as to.the cause of it. I was talking the
other day witr. Temple Thurston, who
nowadays divides his time between lucra-
tive farming in Kent and superintending
the arrangements for three plays which,
slump or no slump, are to be produced
in the Autumn, and he advances the
theory that the reason of the slump is
daylight saving. If this is the case, we
may expect theatrical managers to join
with. Sir Frederick Banbury and the
dairymen in opposing the re-imposition
of summer-time next year.

The theory is that people will not go
to the theatre in daylight, and that they
did so during the war, only because,
with so many officers and men on leave,
pople went to the theatre anyhow, day-
Ight saving or not. I attempted to ad-
vance the case of matiness, but Mr.
Thurston pointed out to me that the
matinee public are-a different type alto-
gether from the rest of the theatre-going
public, and that no persons of self-res-
pect will put on their best clothes until
after dark. :

With all respect to him, I believe the
explanation is quite different. In the
first place, there. are not many good
plays at present to be seen, and those
entertainments which are really enjoy-
able are regularly full up, daylight or
not. But there is another cause, which
is really serious. The theatres, for the
most part, are filled by peaople who do
not live in the centre of London but on
the uotskirts. Coming to the theatre,
therefore, generally means dining in
town, and the rise of the cost of food,
and especially of wines; in the restaur-
ants is now so heavy that the family
outing to the theatre, instead of costing
£2 or £3 can easily cost £6 or £8. To
many people this is, of course, absolute-
ly prohibitive and instead of.going to the
theatre, they are going to ‘the cinemas
nearer home, as the promoters of these
places have been puick to find out. The
cinema public of today in the residential
suburbs is really the theatre public of
1914, and unless the managérs can in-
duce the restaurants to lower their
charges, I fear the slump will continue.
One can see it for oneself any day.
Restaurants, where it would have been
hopeless to get a place without booking
a table beforehand, now show plenty of
emnty places each evening.

“Mary Rose.”

When theatres are full, however, they
are very full indeed. “Mary Rose,” in
spite of the indisposition of Robert

Loraine, is drawing packed houses,
which have so encouraged Sir James

|

plantations.

extra price.

(The Red

Barrie thdt he is writing another full
length play, this time for Miss Gladys
Cooper. The Guitry Frerich season is
drawing great crowds. The other night
I saw there all kinds of political celebri-
ties. including the Speaker and Reginald
McKenna (both of whom, unlike most
politicians, speak French fluently) and
Lady Diana Cooper, in a box, exchang-
ing knowing smiles and glances with
Mile. Printemps on the stage. The most
vivacious part of the audience is, how-
ever, at the back and is made up of
mannequins and modists (if that is the
right word) from the big French dress-
making :éstablishments, - who 'go night
after night, and whose laughter and
readiness in picking up the points con-
trasted so strongly with the silence of
‘the stalls as to leave me a little sceptical
a8 to the amount that my smart and
distinguished neighbors were really tak-

ing in.
At Olympia.
This week the Royal Naval and mili-

extra quality at a little

Our well-known Red
Rose package, the sale of
which 18 increasing faster
than ever before.
Rose consists chiefly of
Assam teas; the richest and
strongest in the world and
therefore very economical.

tary Tournament is open at Olympia.
Winston Churchill attended the: dress re-
hersal and so did I, the difference being
that I as more than half an hour late.
This year the old veterans from Chel-
séa and the new ones in hospital blue
were mot the rehersal guests, but the
vast arena was crowded round with
cohorts of Boy and Girl Scouts of every
dest@iption. I would have defied a
Guard’s R. S. M. to distinguish all the
amazing variations and embellishments
of Scout uniform. While' we waited,
some philanthropist let loose a toy model
of a sausage balloon, and then we were
happy watching the gyrations of that
harmless raider until it gradually sank
towards the arena. From the roof a
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> The New Tea
mu: A Big Success
Have You Tried It?

On sale only a few weeks.

Mountain grown Orange
Pekoes . from

the best
A tea of

But already we have received repeat
orders from hundreds of grocers.

More surprising still, many people, not grocers,
have written telling us how much they like the new tea.

The success of Red Rose Orange Pekoe Tea is
another case of “I told you so.”

We predicted a quick response from the public.

We were sure that there were hundreds of thou-
sands of people who were willing to pay an extra price
for a tea of extra quality.

Are you “fussy”’ about tea?

_If so, you will enjoy the rare flavor and charm of
the mountain-grown Orange Pekoe teas imported from
the best plantations and sold under the name of Red
Rose Orange Pekoe Tea.

Try the NEW Tea that has met with instant
success.

Sold only in our new package—-tﬁe waxed board
carton.
T. H. Estabrooks Company, Limited

St. John, Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Calgary,
Edmonton, St. John’s, Nfid., and Portland, Me.

Red

Rose Orange

Pekoe package is a little
different in design.)

Red Rose Crushed Coffee Pleases
Particular People

drag rope, and handed it, with a gledm
of a smile to the very smallest girl pres-
ent. She could not have been prouder
had he handed her Olympia itself on the
end of a string. Her- mother was ve

pleased about it too, but embarrassed,
and there the small tot sat all through
the show—a tiny blue bonnet surmount-
ed Yy a large red sausage shaped baloon.

A Magnificent Show.

The Tournament was once more &
thrilling and magnificent show. The
naval gunners are as reckless as ever,
and the Life Guards as magnificent in
their pre-war paint, too; and’ the en-
gineers and the machine-gunners have
smart shows, illustrating how to build
pontoons under fire and attack dug-outs.
“Je ne pense ‘pas” was the ex-service
comment, The star turn, however, 18
again provided by Rhe incomparable
R. M. L. I. whose amazing exhibition
of physical jerks brought even the blase
minister of war to his feet. Every con-
ceivable form of army transport, from
dog-sledges to ‘dreadnought motor-wag-
one, is shown, and all the junior subs.
present admired the way the distin-
guish generals in Mr. Churchill’s box re-
ceived and returned the deboniar salute
of a young lieutenant in Indian attire
who was carried past in great state in
a hammock arrangement by four stal-
wart coolies. It was the first time on
record, perhaps, that general officers have
been saluted by a subaltern couchant.
Those who are fond of boxing may wit-
ness at Olympia about 150 simultaneous
scraps—it’s like a lightening cinemato-
graph gone mad—and the final tab-
leau is a march-past of the whole British
army, past and present, in synopsis,
while Ole Bill argues about it with some
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DER before you dress:

A kind for every preference,
—a variety for every use.

There’s no joy in Summer
dresses or Palm Beach suits
if you feel uncomfortable
and moist.
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stalwart blue jacket captured it by the

dear old pensioners from Chelsea. 4 Credit to Om' Canadian Pride”
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HERE eare occasions when
the sight of a well-tried and
dependable friend brings to

us a feeling of assurance
and security.
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into shape.

all wear.

will order for you.

Children.

EAUTY and durability, those are the combined
points achieved in Mercury
Every Mercury Hose is form
Designed with narrowed ankle, shapely
full-fashioned calf, extra wide roomy
seams to mar comfort or appearance.

Materials and shades in the latest fashions——for
If your dealer does not handle Mercury lines, he

MERCURY MILLS, LIMITED,
Hamilton, Canada

Makers of Underwear and Hosiery for Men, Women and

So elso the Onyx trade-
mark. You identify it with
a feeling of satisfaction and
confidence, secure in the
knowledge that the trade-
mark on Onyx Shoes stands

. for true quality and clepend-

Fashioned Hosiery.
fitting, not stretched

top and without
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Sold in the better boot stores throughout Canada
Made only by

Blachford Shoe Mfg. Co., Limited
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