
\ 4- '.V

X 4
/MX

BEING i

•f JVETP SERIES OP THE ST.IR. ;

\
:

X!

Vol. I. SAINT JOHN, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 1829. No. 33.
of the passover, the Pentecost, and the Feast of Taber
nacles,—to which some others were added, at a later 
period of their history. Of the prodigious influx into 
the city upon these occasions, an estimate may be form
ed from the statement of Josephus, that, during the fi
nal siege by Titus, which commenced while there was 
a general assemblage for the celebration of the Passo
ver, not less than eleven hundred thousand of the Jews 
perished, while oioety-seveu thousand were made 
prisoners of war.

From the natural peculiarities of its site, which 
scarcely admit of change or error, it is conjectured, 
that the ancient city could hardly have exceeded four 
miles in circumference, while some assign to it a still 
narrower measurement ; so that, to accommodate such 
a multitude of occatioual visitants, even in the rudest 
manner, it was indispensable that the whole area should 
be thickly covered with close streets and lofty bouses, 
containing numerous small chambers. Within the walls, 
as bas been already observed, there were no public 
gardens, and with the exception of the space occupied 
by the Temple, (which also had it» inhabitants,) and 
the four principal markets, which formed so many open 
areas, we may presume that the enclosed ground con
stituted a vast mass of booses, intersected by narrow 
lanes, raising and falling with the inequalities of the 
surface. The entire city, built upon abrupt hHfs, ris
ing ampbitbcatrically from east to west, was surround
ed oo three rides by steep precipices surmounted by 
walls; while the fourth, which was to the north,and 
extended along a plain, was defended by a triple line 
of bulwarks, so that the whole wore the air of en inex
pugnable fortress, of which the caille of David upon 
•he bill of Zion, might be said to resemble the keep. 
The strongly-fortified Temple, from the loftiness of its 
dimensions, as well as from the commanding elevation 
upon which it was placed, would, of course, form the 
pre-eminent object 4 the numerous towers and battle- 
•nents of the city walls, were the next most conspicuous 
buildings. The palaces, at the period of our history, 
were rather remarkable for tbeir strength, than their 
magnificence5 the Jews had no nobility who could 
emulate kings and pontiff* in their sumptuous man
sions ; and thus the remainder of Jerusalem would 
present little to the eyes of the spectator but on un- 
distioguishable aggregate of private dwellings. These, 
for the reasons we have mentioned, being generally 
lofty, the bgilders were compelled, by the law, to put 
a battlement or balustrade at the top, to prevent acci
dents. On the roofs, which were flat, and occasional
ly provided with cisterns to-collect the rain water, the 
inhabitants would sometimes be seen drying flex, per
forming their devotions *n little closets, or oratories, 
set up for that purpose, or oooversiog with their neigh
bours, while they enjoy the cool of the evening. And 
here, too, since their mode of construction, especially 
in the higher part of the city, rendered (hem private 
places, we are told by Jeremiah, that his contempora
ries would sometimes born incense, and pour oat drink 
offerings to false gods. They formerly would not al- 
low.the beams of a floor to jut out into the street, lest, 
if there should be any person dead upon that floor, 
they who walked beneath the beams should be pollu
ted without knowing it.

“ But although the size of Jerusalem was net exten
sive,” says a recent traveller,® “its very situation, on 
-the brink of rugged bills, encircled by deep and wild 
valleys, bounded by eminences whose sides were cover
ed with groves and gardens, added to Its numerous 
towers and its Temple, must hate given it-e singular 
and gloomy magnificence, scarcely possessed by any 
other city in the world.”

In the earlier ages, the pious iebobitanls, viewing 
their countrymen, who came np to celebrate the three 
•great yeaily festivals, as bretbero acting in obedience 
to to the law, engaged in the same religious duties, and 
making offeringsio the same God of Unity as them
selves, make it a point of conscience, not only to pro
vide accomodations for as many as they could, hut to 
refuse all remuneration for the lodgings thus afforded. 
The style of the more ancient domestic architecture 
attested the prevalence Of ibis custom for the citizens, 
wishing to be as little incommoded as possible by the 
tirnptioo of strangers, for whom they held themselves 
bound to provide a gratuitous habitation, continued to 
occopy the lower apartments, which bad no internal 
communication with the upper rooms. The latter were 
left open to the visitants, who chose fortbemselves, ac
cording to tbeir liking, or as they found them empty ; 
nod the inhabitants took care to provide them with 
beds. These appariments could ooly be reached by 
means of a ladder with or without a handrail, which be
ing diagonally against the outside of the building, and 
communicating with a jirojeetioglanding-place at each 
story, was sometimes a fixture, and sometimes remova
ble at pleasure. The law was severe against broken 
ladders, but thi*ru<fo mode of climbing to the upper 
rooms was in time succeeded by an external staircase 
of wood or brick, such as we occasionally see in some 
of our rural buildings, and of which specimens were 
doubtless still remaining in the more ancient parts of 
Jerusalem at the time chosen for our narrative, though 
the pious custom in which they originated had dong 
since fallen into desuetude. With the enlargements 
of the nation, the increase of luxury .and refinement, 
and the diminution of the primitive hospitality,—inns 
and caravanserai has sprung up, where the common 
class of votaries were doubtless obliged to leave their 
offerings, before they could make their oblations at the 
Temple-; while, for the accommodation of the richer 
visitants, lodging-houses were provided, whose own
ers especially if they resided in the vicinity of 
cred building, we may presume to have been as well 
skilled in asking high prices, at the period of the annu
al festivals, os are any of their modern English breth
ren of the same trade, during the height of the fashion
able session at Brighton, Bulb, or Cheltenham.”

:THE GABJiAND. vtr lid. Hi* waistcoat, which bad once been black, 
and parts of which, still retained its original colour, 
had a stain down the front of a dark brown, occasioned 
by frequent fulls of snuff upon it, nod the lapels of hi* 
coat were of the same hue. tie seated himirlf unce
remoniously upon a coaming-house stool, and having 
deliberately taken a pinch from his mull, closed it and 
offered it to us. We politely declined the piofeted 
favour.

“ Oh,” said he. “I see that you really do not take 
snuff, then, and I am, therefore, at liberty (o under
stand that, when you aik what habit can be more ridi. 
culoos than snuff-taking, which yon do io ibis day's 
paper, you «peak your candid irntimeois, and actual
ly look upon taking muff as one of the most ridiculous 
customs now estant ?”

We assured him that sneb was preciiely the case.
“ Aye," said hr, “ so I feared, and 1 have called no 

purpose to convince you tbit you are wrong, and to as
sure you, that there it not a more laedable custom now 
io practice.”

We said, that K was a subject whfch had occupied a 
good deal cf our attention lately; and that we could 
not find one commendable trait in it. It appeared to 
as to be a dirty, disagreeable, disgusting practice ; one 
which was much mere honoured io the breach titan In 
the observance.

“ Aye," said he. “it appears le yoo so ; bat do you 
practice it, and I’ll engage that, io twelve months, 
you will not find any thing dirty or disagreeable in it."

We observed, that we were very well satisfied with 
our present opinion of the practice, and should not 
wish to convince ourselves to the contrary, at the es
pouse of probably becoming habitual snuff-takers, and 
rendering ourselves disagreeable io oar friends and 
acquaintance, by the aroma of tobacco which must tie 
carried upon the breath.

“ There is not a more social thing in the world,” 
said he, “ than a snuff-bos,” taking a large pinch from 
his mni|, and again potting it towards us; “there's 
not a thing which makes men sooner acquainted,or so 
well keeps op a spirit of conversation."

We observed, that might be the case, but 
seldom at a lots for conversation without it.

“ That may be," said be t “ but X tell you, that it is 
an ancient, honourable, and patriotic practice, aod one 
that ought to be observed by all good subjects. 1 
have taken snuff now these forty yceis, and I would 
not give, the practice up for any consideration. I’ve 
ofteo gained friends by II, but never lost any f and I've 
sometimes got as much by a pinch or twe of snuff as 
eeveval shillings would dot pay for.”

“Butibow,” we asked, •' do you make it out to be 
no ancient, honourable, and patriotic piactice ?”

“ As to antiquity,” said be, “ we certainly cannot 
trace it with any certainly to the patriarchs, although 
it is by no means improbable that they may have 
used It.”

Economy.—M. Say, a celebrated French 
writer on political economy, has the following 
story :

44 Being injlie country, I had an example of 
one of those small losses which a family is exposed 
to, through negligence. From the want of a 
latch of Small value, the wicket of a barn-yard 
(looting to the fields,) was often left open— 
every one who went through drew the door to, 
but having no means to fasten it, it remained 
flapping ; the poultry escaped and were lost. 
Ote day a fine pig got out and ran into the 
woods, and immediately all the world was after 
it ; the gardener—the cook—the dairy maid, all 
ran to recover the swine. The gardener got 
sight of him first, and jumped over a ditch to 
stop him, when he sprained his ancle, and was 
Confined a fortnight to the house. The cook 
en her leturo, found atv the linen she had left 
to dry by the fire, burned ; aod the dairy maid 
having ran off before she tied u, the cows, one 
of them broke the leg of a colt u the stable. 
The gardener’s lost lime was worth io

ten one another, insomuch that their common wrongs 
and their common enmity to the French were not suf
ficient, even at this lime, to eradicate the feeling. It 
was not, however, by the striking diversity of private 
character alone which subsisted between them, that 
we were made sensible, as soon as we had passed the 
Gnadiana, that a new nation was before us. The 
Spaniards received us with a degree of indifference to 
which we had not hitherto been accustomed. They 
were certainly not uncivil; they poured no «éclations 
upon os, oor did they huit or rudely annoy ns; bat 
they gave themselves no trouble to evince to us, in any 
way, their satisfaction ai our arrival. Whatever we 
required they gave us in return for our money) but aa 
to enthusiasm, or a desire ie anticipate ear wants, there 
wasoot the shadow of the appearance of any thing of 
the kind about them, flow different all this from the 
poor Portuguese, who sever failed to rend the air with 
their vivats, and were at all times full of promises and 
protestations, no matter how incapable they might he 
of fulfilling the one, and authenticating the other ! The 
troth is, that the Spaniard is a proud, iadepeodeiu, aod 
grave personage, possessing many excellent qualities, 
but quite conscious of their existence, and net unapt to 
over-rate them. On the present occasion, loo, they 
seemed to be more than ordinarily aetf-ienportant, in 
consequence of tbeir late achievements. They were 
quick to take offence, even where none was intended, 
and not indisposed to provoke or engage in broHs with 
our soldiers. Not that any serious disturbance occur
red during our stay ; the discipline preserved io our 
ranks was too good to permit it ; but numberless lit
tle incidents were continually taking place, which 

ed sufficiently to make us awaie of the spirit which 
actuated the natives. Yet, with all this, there wav 
much about the air and manner of the Spaniards to 
deserve and command oor regard. The Portuguese 
are a people that require rousing; they ore indolent, 
lazy, and generally helpless ; we may value these our 
ancient el lies and render them useful; but it is impos
sible highly to respect them. In the Spanish character 
oo the contrary, there is miied up with a great deal of 
haughtiness a sort of manly independence of spirit 
which you cannot but admire, even (hough aware that 
it will render them by many degrees less amenable to 
your wishes than their neighbours.—The Marquis of 
Londonderry's Narrative of the War hi Spain and Portugal,

Portuguese Ladies.—A species of monas
tic severity seems to keep the Portuguese with
in their houses ; a system sadly destructive of 
all elasticity of spirit. Thus females are only 
seen walking with a funereal gait to confession 
or mass, followed by Argus-eyed duennas, be- 
speaking'propriety by the leanness of their per
sons, and the immense breadth of their green 
sun-fans ; and then the down-cast eye but ill 
reveals the roguery and mischief that kirk with
in. Did the odours of"the well-strewed streets 
permit the hurrying passenger to stop a few se
conds, the balconies contain, besides the myrtle, 
carnation, orangetree, aod jessamine, other flow
ers of a still more attractive description to fix 
his latent regard. * * * How the Portuguese 
ladies pass their time within doors,except wbea 
listlessly gazing from the wellcoshiened balcony 
it is difficult to conceive ; for decidedly the cul
tivation of their minds, beyond some little trum
pery accomplishment, forms a very small part 
of their daily employment. With all their 
beauty, they still want the dignity and the force 
of character that marks a highly-educated and 
intellectual female io England. They may 
have vivacity of eye, hot certainly not the spi
ritual elevation, the mental energy, and the 
chaste gaiety which distinguish the higher class 
of females io our owe country. Io all respects, 
as to themselves, their personal obligations, feel
ings, and attractions, they are, as upon first 
sight one has found them, iu very rude terms, 
mere women,—thus much from a monk—love
ly, bot unsatisfactory specimens of “ the weak
er vessel,” for whose moral improvement aod 
elevation to social rank the lords of the crea
tion should recollect that they are responsible; 
—Kinsey's Portugal Illustrated.

From the Talisman, for 1889.
e

TO THE PAST.
Thon onrelrnting Past !

Strong ere the barriers round thy dark domalo ;
And fetters sore and fast.

Hold all that enter thy unbreathlng reign.
Far in thy realm withdrawn,

Old empires sit io sullenness and gloom,
And glorious ages gone,

Lie deep within the shadow of thy womb.
Childhood, with oliils mirth,

Youth, manhood,
„... ™„™, (ground,

nth, manhood, age that draws us towards the 
And last—man’s life on earth 

Glide to thy dim dominions, and ate bound.
Thou hast my better years ;

Thou hast my early friends—the good—the Kind- 
Yielding to them with tears—

The venerable form—the esahed mind.
My spirit yearns to bring 

The lost ones back—yearns with desire intense;
And straggles bird to wring 

Thy bolts apart, and pluck Ihy captives thence.
In vain—thy gates deny 

All passage save to those who hence depart ;
Nor to the streaming eye 

Thou giv'tt (hem back—nor to the broken heart.
In thy abysses bide

Teauty and «cellence unknown—to thee 
Earth's wonder and her pride 

Ate gathered, as the waters to the son.
Labors of good to man.

Unpublished charity, unbroken fuith—
Love, that midst grief began,

And grew with years, and faltered no( in-death.
Full many a mighty name 

Lurks io tby depths, unuttered, aoretered ;
With thee are silent fame.

Forgotten arts, and wisdom disappeared.
Thioe for a space are they;

Yet Shall then yield thy treasures op at last,
Thy gates shall yet give way.

Tby chains shall fall, inexorable Past I 
All that of good and fair 

Has gone into tby womb from earliest time 
Shall then corns forth, to wear 

The glory aod the beauty of its prime.
They have not perished—no !

Kind words, remembered voices once so tweet, 
Smiles radiant long ago,

And features, the great sotil’i apparent seat.
All shall come back—each lie 

Of pure affection shall be knit again ;
Alone shall Eril die.

And sorrow dwell a prisoner in thy reign.
And then shall I behold 

Him, by whose kind paternal side I sprung,
And her wild still and cold 

Fills the next grave—the beautiful and young.

crowns,
valuing his pain at nothing ; the linen burned, 
and the colt spoiled were worth as much 
Here is a loss of 40 crowns, and much ptin, 
trouble, vexation and inconvenience, for the 
want of a latch, which would not cost three 
pence ; and this loss, through careless neglect, 
falls on a family little able to support it.”

more.
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Duties of Guests.—A skilful geest will 
always propose the health of the entertainer 
when there is no more wine on the table.— 
This is an infallible method for procuring a fresh 
supply. To leave any thing on one’s plate is 
an insult to the host, in the person of his cook. 
The guest who is placed beside a lady should 
be no more than polite duriog the first course ; 
he roust be gallant at the second ; and may be 
lender when the dessert appears. Until the 
champagne is drawn, knees should upon no ac
count take any part in the conversation. Two 
guests who are placed by each other, and have 

understanding, may drink more than 
others at the table : it is oaly necessary to say 
to each other occasionly, “ But you don’t 
drink !”—Code Gourmand.

Women’s Mouths.—Iu Turkey the women 
are accounted the most beautiful that have the 
widest mouth’s, and yoo may be sore they use 
art to have them so ; for things in fashion wo
men are sure to have.—John Buhcer's Anthro- 
po metamorphosis, 1553.

—» »» ■
Change oe Customs.—We leans from Har

rison’s Description of England, prefixed to 
Holioshead, that eleven o'clock was the usual 
time for dinner during the reign of Elizabeth.
“ With us the nobilitie, gentrie, and students, 
doo ordinarilie go to dinner at eleuen before 
noone, and to supper at fine, or between fiue 
and six at afternoene.” (vol. i. page 171. edit. 
1587.)

Love.—It is a pretty soft thing, this same 
love : an excellent company-keeper, full of 
gentleness and affability : makes men fine and. 
to go cleanly ; teacheth them qualities, hand
some protestations, and, if the ground be not too 
barren, it bringetb forth rhymes and songs full 
of passion, enough to procure armes, and the 
hat pulled down : yea, it is a very fine thing, 
the badge of eighteen, and upwards, not to be 
disallowed ; better spend thy time so than at 
dice. I am content to call this lore, though I 
hold loue to be worthy a cement to joyne earth 
to earth ; the one part must be celestiall, or 
else it is not loue.—Sir William Cornwallis'. 
Essays, ed. 1631.

Milton and James the second.—When 
James the Second was Duke of York, he paid 
a visit to Milton, merely out of curiosity. In 
the course of their conversation, the Duke ask
ed Milton, whether he did not think the loss of 
his sight was a judgement upon him for what he 
had written against Charles the First, who was 
the Duke’s father. Our immortal Bard made 
the following reply : “ If your Highness thinks 
that the calamities which befall us here, are in
dications of the wrath of Heaven, in what man
ner are we to account for the fate of the King, 
your father ? The displeasure of Heaven must, 
upon this supposition, have been much greater 
against him, than against me ; for I have only 
lost my eyes, and he lost his head."

How to define Man.—Philosophers hare 
puzzled themselves how to define man, so as 
to disliugoish him from other animals.—Burke 
says, Man is an animal that cook’s its victu
als.” “ Then, says Johnson, the proverb is 
just—there is reason in roasting eggs.” Dr. 
Adam Smith has bit the case. “ Mao,” says 
he 61 is an animal that makes bargains ; no 
other animal does this—one dog does not change 
a bone with another.”

Rapidity of Speech.—À shorthand-writer 
of Commons, on inquiry, informed me, that a ' 
rapid orator may pronounce from 7000 to 
7500 words in an hour. The medium number 
is about 7,200, which will give 120 words in a 
minute, and two in a second. This, of course, 
relates to the English language, and will differ 
in other tongues according to the facility with 
which they may be pronounced.—Lord Shef.

Citizenship in Peru is forfeited by slave tra
ding, bankruptcy, non-payment of debts to the 
public treasury, notorious gambling, dtunken- 
r.ess, the abandonment of a wife without reason, 
vagrancy, &c.

Frugality is founded on the principle that alt 
riches have limits,—Burke.

we were

a common

We asked pardonforiofeiruptrog Wo, but submitted 
that as tobacco was a produce of America, aod Ame
rica was not known so long ago as tie time be spoke 
of, tt seemed to us rather improbable that the patfF 
arch, should take snuff. •

“ Not at all,” said be, 11 not at ati ; for although we 
do oot kno w of tobaeco either basing been grown in or 
imported into Asia, yet there ore many plants aod 
aromatic woods thete of which good snuff might be 
made I and, as, In all probability, the patriarchs had 
noses, it is molt likely they would fiod.out some mode 
of indulging them. But, leaving that as a matter of 
doubt, we have Shakspeare's authority, and that is 
pretty good in matters of history, for saying that, Io 
England, as far back as the reign of Richard II., if the 
beaux did ont ta|te snuff, they had ao equivalent in the 
shape of perfume boxes, which they eternally applied 
to the Dose. Therefore, if they did not use the same 
sort of straff whit* is taken in these days, we find that 
«o fur back there was a substitute used until the more 
esceHeot should be produced. The practice is hon
ourable, because honourable personages adopt it : and 
it is much In the advantage of us who move io a lower 
sphere of life that we have the honour of following the 
example set hi by our superiors. Because a great man 
happened te have a sore neck, all the men in the king
dom adopted high collars to tbeir shirts, as if they were 
all In the doctor’s list; and, most likely, it is owing to 
some other great man finding it convenient to cover 
bis bandy legs or spindle shanks with trowsers, that we 
now-a-days scarcely ever see a pair of breeches. Now 

late Queen Charlotte took snuff; Bonaparte took 
snuff; and, Io order to countenance the custom, most 
of the diplomatic gentlemen from abroad are present
ed with snuff-boxes. It is useless to enumerate all the 
great examples that are set us ; let it suffice that it is 
honourable to follow ;hem. The custom is patriotic, 
became it encourages trade aod improves the revenue. 
There is nothing pays a higher ad valorem duty than to
bacco ; aod if the use of it were to be discontinued in 
England, as it appears to be in China, through rite bad 
taste of the emperor, the reveotie would lose conside
rably. Then, how many persons are supported by (be 
manufacture and sale nf the article ? The benefits are 
felt even down '«o the washerwoman. Why,! would 
hold a Wager, that I dirty six times as maay handker
chiefs in the week as yoo do, and my washerwoman is 
so much a gainer; besides, I wear perhaps three times 
68 tnauy out in the year, and thereby the manufacturer 
is benefilted,”

We took the liberty,of asking what the expense of 
this patriotic habit of his might be to him.

“ Why,” said be, “ a mere nothing. First, here’s 
this mull cort me a guinea and a half, but that will 
most likely last my life-time ; then there's the soufi'— 
I take, or give away, about two ounces io the week, 
which, at nitiepence an ounce, is but eighleeopeoce ; 
then I dirty about eight pocket handkerchiefs, which 
cost me a penny a-piece, and in the course of the year 
I may probably wear out about sis or eight, which 
cost me seven shillings a-piece ; then I purchase about 
four or six Tooquin beans io the year, which ooly cost 
sixpence each. The expense to ao individual is a 
mere nothing."

When the gentleman d-paried we set about making 
a calculation of Ilia snuff-taking expenses, nod Bud it 
to stand thus per annum—

Interest upon cost of box.......
Two ounces per week. Is. 6d..
Washing pocket handkerchiefs
Purchase of uew ditto..-.........
Tonquio beaus......................

Total.................
Which seems so mere [a trifle, that we are moch dis
posed to listen to the gentleman’s reasoning, aod to 
give up our idea of ever saying a word against inking 
sonff again. {.Liverpool Albion.

VIRTUOUS OLD AGE.
[From “ Montgomery’s Universal Prayer.”)

•* e Haw pure
’The grace, the gentleness ef virtuous age !
Though solemn, not austere ; though wisely .dead 
To passion, and the wtldetlng dreams of hope,
Not unative to tenderness and truth,—
The good old man is honour’d and revered,
Aod breathes upon the young-limb’d race around, 
The gay and venerable charm of yeais :
Nor,—glory to the power that tunes the heart 
Unto the spirit of the time I are all 
The fancy and the flush of youth forgot ;
The meditative walk toy wood or mead.
The lull of streams, and language of the stars,
Heard io the heart alone,—the bosom-life 
Of all that beautified or graced his youth,
Is still to be enjoy’d and hallow’d with 
The feelings flowing from a better world.

[The following Enigma, by Lord Byron,is 
not less distinguished for the ingenuity which it 
displays, than for the beauty and elegance of the 
language in which it is expressed.]—W. Obs.

ENIGMA ON THE LETTER ff.
’Twas whisper’d in oeaven, ’(was matter’d in Hell, 
And *<&o caught softly the sounds as they fell.
In the confines of earlH ’teas permitted to rest.
And the déplus of the ocean its pressure coofest.
’Twas seen io the ligtrlmng and heard in the Inonder, 
"twill be found in (he spneres when ati driv’n asunder. 
’Twasgiv’n to man with his earliest breatH,
It assists at his birta and attends him in deatir, 
Presides o’er bis Happiness, Honor, and Health,
Is the prop of his noose aod the end of his wcaltH, 
Begins every Hope, every wish it must bound,
And though unassuming, with Monarcnt is found.
In the Heaps of the Miser ’til Hoarded with care,
Yet is sure to be lost in the prodigal aeir.
Without it the Soldier or Sailor tuny roam,
But wo to the wretch r,’na expels him from 
la the wiriipera of conscience its voice will be found, 
Nor e et in the W/riilwind of passion be drown’d.
It softens me Heart, and though deaf to the ear 
’Twill make it acutely and Instantly near.
But io iHodrs let it rest tike an elegant flow’r,
Ob 1 breathe on it softly, it dies in an Hour.

Description of Buenos Ayres.—The 
town of Buenos Ayres is far from being an 
agreeable residence for those who are accustom
ed to English comforts. The water is extreme
ly impure, scarce, and consequently expensive. 
The town is badly paved and dirty, and the 
houses are the most comfortless abodes I ever 
entered. The walls, from the climate, are damp, 
mouldy, and discoloured. The floors are bad
ly paved with bricks, which are generally crack
ed, and often in holes. The roofs have no cei
ling, and the families have no idea of warming 
themselves except by huddling round a fire of 
charcoal which is put outside the door until the 
carbonic acid gas tigs rolled away. Some of the 
principal families at Buenos Ayres furnish their 
rooms in a very expensive, but comfortless man
ner ; they put down upon their brick floor a 
brillant Brussels carpet, hang a lustre from the 
rafters, and place against the damp wall, which 
they whitewash, a number of tawdry North 
American chairs. They get an English piano
forte, and some marble vases, hut they have no 
idea of grouping their furniture into a comforta
ble form : the ladies sit with tbeir backs against 
the walls without any apparent means of em
ploying themselves ; and when a stranger calls 
upon them, he is much surprised to find that 
they have the nncoarteons custom of never ri
sing froth their chairs. I had no time to enter 
info any society at Buenos Ayres, and the rooms 
looked so comfort less, that to tell the truth I 
bad little inclination. The society of Buenos 
Ayres is composed of English and Erettch mer
chants, with a German or two. The foreign 
merchants are generally the agents of European 
houses ; and as the customs of the SpaoishlSou Ih 
Americans, their food, and the hours at which 
they eat it, are different from those of the Eng
lish and French, there does not appear to he 
much communication between them. Af Bue
nos Ayres, the men and women are rarely seen 
walking together :'at the theatre they are com
pletely separated ; and it is cheerless to see all 
the ladies sitting together in the boxes, while the 
men are in the pit,—slaves, common sailors, sol
diers, and merchants, all members dT the same 
republic,—Head’s Rough Noies.

the sa-

* Caroe’s Letter» from the East, vol. i. p. 332.
THE MISGEIiliANTST.

SNUFF-TAKING.
SKETCH OF JERUSALEM.

#OR.TY YEARS BEFORE THÉ BIRTH Of THE SAVIOUR.
[ From the Preface of Zitlah. ]

And 'twist his finger and bis thumb he held 
A povocet-box, which ever and anon 
He gave bis nose, and took’t away again.

“That the reader may be somewhat moreconver- t t -----
•ant with the feature» of fhe celebrated City, which We are not snuff-takers, aod hitherto have been dis- 
constitutes (he principal scene of oor novel, it i* hoped posed to look upon (he practice of taking snuff as one 
the will excosea few preliminary remark» upon its pro- not at all laudable. Il ha» always appeared to u» as 
bable appearance at (be era we have mentioned, an useleii, unprofitable habit, which, when a man once 
While the theocraiiral form of the Jewish Government acquire», he find» as much difficulty io freeing himself 
had alwaysreodered tbeir Temple one of the grandest from again, a» he would in getting rid of a scolding 
and richest in the world, and, of course, the most con- wife ; and as worse than unprofitable, inasmuch as a 
■picuous oroameot of their capital, their religious or- certain expense i< incurred without any thing (bat we 
dioaoces bad imparled a not less marked and peculiar conceived valuable in return. Indeed, to such a 
character to the other building» of the city. Here was pitch bad our detestation of the practice grown, that 
10 be seen at the time of our history, neither circus, the dread of the mischief which would arise io the to- 
iheane, nor hippodrome ; neither triumphal arches, opr bacco trade, from all our readers dropping the habit at 
luxurious bath#, and gardens for general resort; no once, has alone operated in deterring us from devoting 
sculptured cohimns, nr obelisks, not even a single pub- three or four columns of our paper to a deprecatory 
lie staiue or painting. In every respect the reverse of essay upon the subject. Dr. Primrose never fell more 
.that Roman commonalty, who lived contented so long convinced of the iniquity of second marriages than we 
as they could eojoy bread and the show of the circus, did of the impropriety of snuff-taking op to last week, 
iheJews require no other recreation than the feasts and when a circumstance occurred which has contributed 
festivals of tbeir religion ; of (hat religion which, while material!? to change oor mind on the subject, 
it pervaded all their public acts and institutions, had Full of ire against snuff-taking, we last Monday, in 
even affected the form of iheir private dwellings.— an essay upon modern fashions, designated the custom 
Having become the residence of the symbols of the Di- us ridiculous ; in consequence of which, in the after- 
vine presence, which, in the form of a cloud, rested ooon of the same day, we had such a lecture read to us 
over the mercy-seat of the Sanctuary in the Temple, as has operated to change our opinion so far (bat, if 
whence God gave forth His oraele from time to time in any one were to make us a present of a gold snuff-box, 
an articulate and audible voice, Jerusalem assumed we do believe we should accept of it, let it be ever so 
the name of the Holy City, in which quality it wae massive, and even though it contained as much as it 
common to all the tribes of Israel. Though there were would hold of Prince’s mixture. S. P., Gillespie, Luo- 
disper.ed synagogues wherever there was a sufficient dyfoot, or any other sort of snuff, 
population to require them, there was but one Temple We bad scarcely got into our office, when we were 
for the whole nqiioo; and at this universal altar was followed by a stalwart looking gentleman of about fif- 
every male Hebrew bound to present himself, with of- fy-eigbt. In bis right hand he carried a walking-stick, 

c/eJ>jp to hit Gud, at the three great annual festivals, aod io hi» left a mull, of large dimensions, with as il-
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Spaniards and Portuguese Contrasted.—Hav
ing halted at Elves duriog the night, we marched next 
morning soon after dawn ; and, passing through a plain 
of considerable extent, crossed the Guadiaoa at Bada- 
j<i8, the capital of Eslremadura. This movement in
troduced ue at once into Spain ; and the contrast, both 
io personal appearance and in manners, between the 
two nations, which was instantly presented to us, I shall 
not readily forget. Generally speaking, the natives of 
frontier districts partake almost as touch of the cha
racter of one nation as of another ; the distinctions 
between them become, as it were, blended, till they 
totally disappear. It is not so on the borders of Spain 
and Portugal. The peasant who cultivates bis little 
field, or tends his flock oo the right bank of the Gua- 
diana, is, in all his habits and notions, a different being 
from the peasant who pursues similar occupations on 
its left ; the first is a genuine Portuguese, the last a 
genuine Spaniard. Nor are they more alike in their 
amities than in tbeir manner». They cordially de-
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