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was a brave and venturesome leader, attempted to explore the
unknown interior, but without success and with the loss of some eight
men by drowning. He clung to his settlement, however, during
another winter of hardships and then at last fled back to France. Five
years later, when his memories of scurvy and starvation, of snow and
ice. of hand-to-mouth living upon fish and roots, had become some-
what dimmed, or perhaps forgotten in a sudden rush of summer
recollections and memories of the wild free life of the primeval forest
and rolling rivers of the new world, De Roborval started again for
the scene which seems to have had such intense fascination for those
who once breathed its vastness of air and space.

The result of that expedition of 1549 is one of the mysteries of
history and, whether the tradition of its sailing up the dark waters of
the Saguenay and being lost while searching for some land of gold
and jewels and alleged enchantment is true, or not, will never be
really known. It seems probable, however, that the gallant nobleman
and his followers were either swallowed up in a storm at sea, or lost
as the first European victims of an Indian fear which was soon to
change into a bitter hatred. Cartier lived some years longer to enjoy
the quiet of home life and the pleasures of a patent of nobility
which had come to the brave seaman of St. Malo as a reward for the
efforts of his stirring and vigorous career.

THE FRENCH AND THE ENGLISH
During the next fifty years these adventurous efforts to found a

New France beyond the seas were forgotten in the storms of internal
dissension and war which came to old France. England, which in

the period just considered had been devoting the energies of her
picturesque buccaneers and always gallant seamen to th gold-ships
of Spain and the settlements on South American shores, or in the
West Indies, made by the same great Power, now turned her attention
to the north. Sir Martin Frobisher set foot on the coasts of


