
8 I. THE BRITISH VIEW

gospel of force. The mighty German Army has been

created, he says, not for peace but for conquest. Let us

go forth conquering and to conquer ; let us crush France

;

let us push back the too numerous Russians and, above

all, let us destroy England. These strains dinned into

tho emperor's ears found a response.

Under Wiliiam II Grermany has become self-assertive.

Twice in the last ten years when she seemed determined

to overbear France with regard to Morocco, the British

Government has intimated that an attack on France

would mean war with England. The first time was in

the crisis which ended with the resignation of Delcasse.

The second was in 1911, when the emperor took the high-

handed step of sending the Panther to Agadir. At that

time he and his advisersthought England paralysed bythe
dispute over the Parliament Act. The Prussian military

party was furious with the emperor because after the

English declaration of policy he changed his attitude

and did not make war.

Thereafter an enormous increase of the army was voted

and carried out, and more recently a special war-tax

was laid on the German people for the purpose of

military preparations. All pointed toward a war for

which no reason was visible except the Prussian doctrine

that Germany was in danger because the geography of

Europe places her between France and Russia. Two
months ago no cause of quarrel between the nations

was known. The English had pretty well forgotten

the hatred expressed of them in Germany at the time
of the South African War ; voices were raised in France
to suggest that it would be wrong to begin a war even
for Alsace-Lorraine. The trouble in the Balkans,

except in Albania, seemed to be settled.

For many months Austria has followed toward Servia


