
been the object of the partial change effected by the Act of 1846,
and of the epoch-making Act ot 1855 Tl^e Act ot 184ii was the
thin edge ot the wedge. Ite most noticeable featurps are the In-
troduction ot the classification ot the old "universal service-
militia and the authorization of "volunteer" companies. WhUo
the universal annual enrollment was retained, the men ot 40 and
over were formed into a second class, which was to be drawn
upon only in war-time. The first class were to be drawn upon
for a military force raised tor "active" service, not more than
30,000 strong, the "period of service" to be two years. Only one
day's training was still the eitent ot the service reiiulred. The
Act ot 1855 brought about a departure from the old "Patriotic
Service" form of military organization in Canadn, and contem-
plated the raising of some 5,000 men to form "corps d'elite"
among the militia and the retention of the old "universal ser-
vice." Two "divisions" of militia were now recoRulzed, the
"sedentary" and the "active" or "volunteer." The former was
to be enrolled annually. The members of the active or volunteer
force were to provide their uniforms and clothing free, but they
were to receive pay for a specified number ot days' drill In the
year. In 1859 the volunteer militia were ordered to drill tor li

consecutive days in each year, with pay ot a dollar a day. In
the early siities schools of military Instruction In connecttou
with the regulars, then in Canada, were established with »50
allowance to those who obtained certificates of (luallfication in
a 66 days' course. In all, more than 6,000 certificates were thus
obtained. In 1866 the volunteer militia was ordered 16 days'
drill at 50c a day. In 1868, atter Confederation, a Militia Act
for the whole Dominion was passed, which is virtually the system
at present eilsting, with an active militia and a dormant, or
sedentary, militia as a reserve. The Militia Act of 1901 is, how-
ever, a more decided step in the direction of a standing army in
that it provides, for a permanent force ot 2,000, Increased In 1905
to 6,000.

The annual muster day was evidently kept up until Confedera-
tion, for Lt.-Col. James Walker ot Calgary, commanding officer ot
the 16th Alberta Light Horse, informs me that he enrolled a
company at Ancaster Village In 1867, on May 24th, Capt. Snider
being then the commanding ofllcer ot the company. It seems
amazing to realize, through Col'n. Walker, who is still a most
active and efflcient oflScer, what a short time has elapsed since
the talling-away took place from the principle ot "patriotic" or
"universal" service, and the adoption ot our present "mercenary
or dollar" system. Col. Walker boars testimony to the disre-
pute into which the one muster-day had fallen, how the fine
alone forced out the mllltia-man, where, indeed, he may not have
been attracted by the Captain's customary "treat" at the near-
est tavern, and how respect for superiors had almost vanished,
when men would give such answers to their names as "Sitting on
the fence," or "Chewing a quid ot tobacco !"


