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INTRODUCTION.
fngs referred to ia the following work, though

done with fuch a degree of /kill, that even profcf-

fcd artifts can with difficulty imitate them, were

taken by Mr. Peiriy Brilt^ one of Mr. Anf(m\

Lieutenants, and finr* Captain of the tJon man of

war i who, in his memorable engagement with

the Elizabeth (for the importance of the fervice,

or the rcfolution with which it was condudicd, in-

fcriour to none this age has feen) has given ample

proof, that a proficiency in the arts I have been

here recommending is extremely confident with

the moll exemplary bravery, and the moft diftin-

guiflied (kill in every funftion belonging to the

duty of a Sea-officer. Indeed, when the many
branches of fcience are confidered, of which even

rhc common practice of navigation is compofed,

and the many improvements, which men of Ikill

have added to this praftiCe within thefe few years,

it would induce one to befieve, that the advan-

tages of reflexion and fpeculative knowledge were

in no profefllon more eminent than in that of a

fea-officer : For, not to mention lome cxpertncfs

in geography, geometry and aftronomy, which it

would be difhonourable for him to be without,

(as his journal and his eftimate of the daily po-

fition of the fhip are no more than the practice of

particular branches of thcfe arts) it may be well

fijppofed, that the management and working of a

(liip, the difcovery of her mofl eligible pofition

in the water^ (ufually ftiled her Trim) and the

difpofition of her fails in the moft advantageous

manner, are articles, wherein the knowledge of

mechanics cannot but be greatly alTiftant : And
perhaps the application of this kinti of knc%/lc;dgc

to naval fiibjedti may produce as great improve-
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