
RESULTS OF THE VICTORY. 4-

them to remain on the part of their officers. It is not to be
denied that the miHtia did occasional noteworthy service, but
the brunt of the engagements fell upon the regular Continen-
tal f-oops, who before the close of the war became in every
way the equal of their British foes.

The series of engagements known as the battle of Saratoga
has been styled one of the fifteen decisive battles of the world.
Its consequences were of such vast importance as to entitle it
to this distinction. The long-cherisl-jd plan of the British
Mmistry, pursued through two campaigns with persevering
obstmacy, was finally defeated. The open alliance of France
was secured

;
the United States of America were recognized

by the continental powers. The news of the victory spread
rapidly over the land, carrying joy to the hearts of the
patriots. Washington viewed it as a signal stroke of Provi-
dence. Congress voted the thanks of the nation to General
Gates and his army, and a gold medal was struck and pre-
sented to him in commemoration of the event.
The last days of a century are closing upon these memor-

able scenes. How long will it be ere the government of this
Empire State shall erect a monument to the gallant men who
fought and fell upon these fields and here secured her liberty
and renown ?
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