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nriil Schiller, who had been dismissed hy the

Mucdoiittld Durioii govcrruiient. It is gener-

ally known that these gentlemen were selected

U'l the victims of 1)1 iliticalvcn^'eance, and were

dealt with in a must cruel and unjuslifiable

Tnanner. We are not called upon here to

delend their slandered character, as they have

already, and can a;^ain, protect themselves
;

Init we are unable to detect in what respect the

author can liope to injure Conttvleration by

f-hewing that iNFessrs. Rowland, M(;Uougall,

and Fergu.'on Ulair—on being convinced that

the dismissal of those oflioials liad been im-

properly deciiled upon—agreed to have them

re-instated. He cannot intend to insinuate

that Reformers could possibly be guilty of

anything but strict justice to injured ofKcials!

Alter launching several pages ofdiatribes at

the Coalition Government, he concludes that

branch of his subject with the tbllowing admir-

able sample of logic

:

" These things are not mcntioncil as facts

'"in which the People or Legislature ofEng-
" land ought to liave any interest| nor to
" show that wrong has been done by tlio

'•action of the Coalition Goveiinient ; but
"to p.iint out that the first and necessary
" consetpience ul tlie Confederation policy has
''bei'n to suspend the Coustitution, iv-^ the
"accomplishment of die project in the way
" now solicited in Enirland will be to destroy
"it."

If the people of England have no interest

in these things
; if the Coalition has done no

wrong, we ask the author of the pamphlet why
print pages of these Tinxas? But now for

the reason as he gives it. Because all these

Jieinous crimes have been committed, although

"the Coalition have done no wrong by their

action," the "Constitution has been suspend-

ed;'' andif Confederation be confirmed inEng.

land, he holds tliat our Constitution will be

utterly destroyed. It will simply be the same

Constitution in another and better form.

Instead of a suspension of the Constitution,

the business of the country has been carried

on with unprecedented vigor under this Govern-

nient, as shewn by the frequent important

meetings of the Executive, and the valuable

Reports of the different Public Departments

in every brai.ch of the Service. As our Con-

stitution is modelled on that of Great Britain,

the Ministry of the day being responsible to

Parliament, and as the Coalition possesses the

confidence of a crushing majority in both

Ilnu^es, we Consider thii

signally failed in hie proof.

Mr. Penny has

" No sooner, liowever, was this policy of
" Confederation intr<Mluced as a practical mea-
" sure, tiian Mr. Cardwell, without waiting t ir

" tlie expression of the [mpular will, signiliid

"his gracious ])atronage and Mipport of tiie

"«(,'(('/// formed sciieme ofthe Canadian Govern-
" ment. A scheme, like all others in our sys«

"tem, makingpartof thejxdicy ofa party, and
" not the less so because that |)arty had been
" mail" large by means which strike at the
" foundation of the British System of Parlia-
" nientary Government."

This is a text that might form, or furnish,

matter ti^r a lengthy dissertation. Coiifc'de-

ration was certainly introduced as " a prac-

tical measure," and Mr. Cardwell, then

Secretary of State for the Colonies, looking

upon the fervid expression of opinion offered

by the principal Colony (Canada), as a fair

justification of his action, proposed to the

Maritime Provinces through the Lieut.

Governors of those parts of Her Majesty 8

dominions, the advocacy and adoption of

the same sound English principles which

had animated the leatling Provinces (Upper

and L iwer Canada) of the proposed Con-

federation.

That " the reproach of disloyalty was cast"

upoii those who opposed Confederation, we

do not deny as regards New Brunswick,

The writer of this article confidently asserts

that tlie first general election alluded to by

Mr. Penny, by which Confederation was con-

demi\ed in New Brunswick, was carried by

American infiuence, through money from the

State of Maine, and mainly owing to the

Fenian propensities of the Anglin-Smith press

of that Province. So soon as a revulsion

in public feeling had taken place, the folly

of the past gave way to the wisdom of the

present, and when Lieut.-Governor Gordon

discovered that the mass of New Brunswick

favored a Union of the Provinces, actuated,

no doubt, by the double reason of Imperial

sanction and hitherto deceived public opi-

nion, he, very j)roperly, used his official

position to hold the Province of New Bruns-

wick as a dependency of the British Govern-

ment. The vote of the Legislative Council of

that Province was, as Mr. Penny naively

admits, a very great disappointment to the

Anti-Confederates. Another election was

held, and Confederation, as proposed by Mr,

Tilley, sailed triumphant thr »ugh the struggle.


