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and be aided, in any one fyftem of public

utility? • '^i^'" '^-^'li :. ^-
"f I remember an old fcholaftic aphorifm, which
fays, ** that the man who lives wholly detached
** from others, mufl: be either an angel or a
'* devil." When I fee in any of thefe detached

gentlemen ofour times the angelic purity, power,
and beneficence, I fhall admit them to be angels.

In the mean time we are born only to be men.
We (hall do enough if we form ourfclves to be
good ones. It is therefore our bufinefs carefully

to cultivate in our minds, to rear to the moft
perfect vigour and maturity, every fort of gene-
rous and honeft feeling that belongs to our na-

ture. To bring the difpofitions that are lovely

in private life into the fervice and condud: of

the commonwealth ; fo to be patriots, as not lo

forget we are gentlemen. To cultivate friend-

ih'ips, and to incur enmities. To have both
ftrong, but both- feledted : in the one, to be

placable ; in the other, immoveable. To model
our principles to our duties and our fituation.

To be fully perfuaded, that all virtue which is

impracticable is fpurious j and father to run the

rilque of falling into faults in a courfe which
leads us to adt with effedt and energy, than to

loiter out our days without blame, and without

ufe. Public life is a fituation of power and

energy ; he trefpafles againft his duty who fleeps

upon his watch, as well as he that goes over to

the enemy.
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There is, however,' a time for all things. It

is n^'^ every conjuncture which calls with equal

- , ' I 2 force
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