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the fubjcdV of praclicablc government, and attempt

to fubilitutc a new and untried fyftcm (however

true it may be in its fountiation and unexception-

able in its principles) into the place of that, which

a long luctefllon of ages iur, n-.odclled, improved,

and confiimed, it is muc!i to be doubted, whe-

ther any lociety would profit by the change. The
habils of men being formed upon pra6lice, do not

fit themfeivcs fo immediately and fo aptly to the

ntw fyftem, as to do jufticc to the experiment, or

to direct it to the true end and obje<^l: of its intro-

dudlion.

In tlie firll eftablilhrncnt of every fyftem of go-

vern nunt there mull be maoy defedts, which tinie

and exp-ricnce will lelien, and have often removed.

It is almolt an axiom in politics, that a conftitu-

tioh CL-n never be made perfecl at its creation : the

frequent alterations in ir.en, the fubjed: to which
all governments muft be adapted, call for altera-

tions of a fimilar kind in the laws which are to

dire<5t them. But we are told, that the principles

of a free government are alvvays the fame -, and to

this afiertion we are rel<;;rrtd for a full juftification

of the prefcnt claim.

The fubjecl is not new— In the beginning of

this century Mr. MoJyneux, in an elaborate and

very learned trcatife, und.ertook to prove that Ire-

land had never fubfcribed to the fuperintendance or

controul claimed by the Brit.fh Parliament. He
admitted the ufage, altliough in fome inftances he

attempted to explain away the acquiefcence of Ire-

land upon other and independent grounds.

The author of the " Obfervations upon the doc-*

^' trine laid down by Sir William Blackiftone re-

<* fpefting the extent of the power of the Britiib

*^ parliament, particularly with relation to Ireland,"
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